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 Resources  

Available on our website and via  

Manifesto for Change: 

Draft letter/email to branch members  

An A5 guide to what it’s like to door knock 

A guide to Pizza and Politics events 

Key policies that relate to our members—handy do make our case 

and to prepare for the knocker! 

VISIT:  

For more materials to get our  

message across and engage members: 

www.GMBPolitics.org.uk/action_centre 

Get stuck in! 

win in May 
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Hold a ‘Pizza and Politics’ night — unionstogether will sponsor this as long as 

you guarantee a minimum of 10 people will attend. We’ll help you set up the 

event, get speakers along and buy the pizza!  

Sign up to the Team GMB mailing list activist list to get involved in Team2015:  

www.gmbpolitics.org.uk/team2015.  5. 
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1. 

What to expect 

on the doorstep 

 

When you go canvassing for the first time you 
can let the organiser know that you’ve not 
been before, in most places you can ‘buddy 
up’ with someone else to see what happens 
before flying solo.  

The basic gist is that you head out in teams to 
knock on the doors of local people. You’ll 
know the name of the person’s door you’re 
knocking on from the electoral register. It’s 
basically just a short chat. You ask about local 
issues, see if the person is going to vote and 
might consider voting Labour and report that 
back to your team.  

If you don’t know the answer to a question 
there will always be someone there to ask and 
at the end of the day, it’s must folk!  

It’s way easier than recruiting in a work place 
or dealing with the bosses and people are 
generally polite, even if they’re not  
supporting Labour.  

Here are some common questions people ask: 

‘I was nervous the first 
time I did it because I felt 
like I needed to know the 
ins and outs of every  
Labour policy but it ’s just 
people. It ’s knocking on 
the door of someone like 
you and asking them what 
they think about stuff – it ’s 
easier than doing  
workplace recruitment!’  

Kerry, new activist 

GMB London region 

Do I need to be a Party member? 
No. Of course we’d love you to join but all 

supporters are welcomed with open arms. 

Are people ever rude to you? 
Not very often! You’re speaking to people 

just like you, most folk are friendly and  

happy to chat.  

Not at all. You’ll always have someone on 

hand in case tricky questions come up but 

mostly you’ll talk about local issues and if the 

voter has an opinion on a Party.  

Do I need to know all about  

labour party policy? 

Will I be doing it on my own? 

No. You’ll always be out in a team and if you 

want to ‘buddy up’ with someone the first 

time you go campaigning, just let the  

organiser know.  

Invite your Labour Party General Election candidate to your branch  

meeting to speak to members .  

Hold a joint GMB/unionstogether campaign day in a ‘must win’ seat — if 

you can bring along just 2 or 3 friends or members it makes a big differ-

ence to the deal on the ground, if you can bring more, even better! 

Get in touch with the political team (lisa.johnson@gmb.org.uk) to find out 

where the nearest ‘must win’ constituency is to where your live and give a 

couple of hours of your time to help — that could be delivering leaflets, 

knocking on a few doors or even helping around the campaign office.  
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