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Student registration & boundary changes 

 
The situation 

Previously, one person in every household was responsible for registering  
everyone else who lives at that address.  Under individual electoral registration, 
each person is now required to register to vote individually, rather than by 
household. Under Individual Electoral Registration you need to provide 
'identifying information', such as your date of birth and national insurance  
number when applying to register. Your application will need to be verified be-
fore you are added to the register (from the Electoral Commission).  

This has had a disproportionate impact on students, previously the university 
would register them to vote. In the lead up to the last election, some university 
wards saw huge decreases in registration. One ward in Lancaster had only 22 of 
7,000 students registered (GMB helped to fund a HOPE not hate project to 
change that). There are ways to maximise registration and it’s incredibly  
important to do so ahead of the review of parliamentary boundaries because 
students not being registered could mean a reduction in seats.  

 

 
What happens now 

 
Why it matters 

 
 Elections 

The Tories are trying  
to rig the election.  
The changes to boundaries will have a  
much bigger impact on Labour than other  
parties. Anthony Wells at YouGov estimated that  
at this election, Labour would have been  
28 seats worse off, the Tories just 8. University seats  
have seen thousands of students drop off the register,  
this will not just impact one seat in a university town — cities like 
Leeds, Sheffield and Cardiff could have tens of thousands of  
students who live in the area excluded from the electoral role, that 
has a knock on effect for every seat in the city. Lack of student 

registration could mean a seat is lost where it doesn’t need to be. 

 
Timeline 

September 2015 - new semester starts at universities.  

December 2015 - whoever is on the electoral register at this 

point will be counted in the boundary review.  

Feb/March 2016 - boundary review begins  

September 2016 - first set of proposals released and 12 

week public consultation opened.  

April 2017- all consultation responses published and second 

round of consultation lasting 4 weeks.  

October 2017- revised proposals issued on back of  

consultation, 8 weeks further consultation.  

September 2018 - final boundary review reports.  

Paul Blomfield MP has done a lot of work on voter registration 
that has resulted in higher levels of voter registration in  
Sheffield (and his majority increased from 165 in 2010 to over 
17,000 in 2015). There are resources from Paul (and GMB 
briefings) at www.gmbpolitics.org.uk/registration. To have 
an impact, MPs need to act now because universities are  

planning their registration activities before the new term.  

Some actions you can take as an MP: 

Arrange for a meeting with your vice-chancellor for all of the 
MPs in your area. This isn’t just about one university seat, its 
about every seat in an area with a university in order to push 
for voter registration as part of the university registration  

process. A draft letter from Paul is included here. 

Contact your local Students Union and NUS to find local 

activities you can help to coordinate.  

 
Registering students 

 
The work of an MP 

Students might not be registered but they will still need  
representation. University seat MPs could be way over quota in 
practice but the electoral roll won’t show this. if This will have 

an impact on casework and workload.  

 
Young people having a voice 

Tens of thousands of young people will be deprived of a voice 
in politics. This is extremely important in a year where we will 
have Mayoral, PCC, and local elections alongside a potential 

EU referendum.  

 
A voice for higher education 

As the number of students on the electoral rolls is whittled 
away, the voice of universities and higher education will be less 
potent in Westminster. That should be  concern for vice-

chancellors as well as students.  


