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Boundary changes 

 
The situation 

In 2010 the Coalition Government passed the Parliamentary Voting 
System and Constituencies Act. This act was put in place to  
decrease the number of parliamentary constituencies from 650 to 600 
and included provision for a boundary review to be conducted once 

every parliament. 

While the act establishing the boundary review itself was passed, the 
specific proposals were defeated after a Liberal Democrat rebellion. 
David Cameron has signalled that a review will take place as planned 
in this parliament with the aim will of reducing seat numbers to 600 

and making each constituency equal in size. 

This will have a big impact on individual MPs and CLPs as well as for 
the electoral chances of the Party as a whole.  

 
What happens now 

 
Why it matters 

 
 Elections 

The Tories are trying  
to rig the election.  
The changes to boundaries will have a  
much bigger impact on Labour than other  
parties. Anthony Wells at YouGov estimated that  
at this election, Labour would have been  

28 seats worse off, the Tories just 8.   

 
Who votes 

In the last Parliament, the Coalition brought in a system of  
individual voter registration. Previously, one person in a  
household could register everyone at an address and  
universities could register their students. This is no longer the 
case. Every voter must be individually registered and verified 
by their national insurance number or by matching DWP  
records. It is estimated by the Electoral Commission that as 
December 2015 (which is the end of transitionary  
arrangements for IER), almost 2 million people will fall off the 
register. These people are more likely to be in Labour seats 
and much more likely to be young or living in private rented 

accommodation.  

 
Timeline (roughly) 

Summer 2015 - the order has been moved to end  
transitionary arrangements for individual voter registration. 

Instead of ending in 2016, they will end in December 2015.  

December 2015 - whoever is on the electoral register at this 

point will be counted for boundary review purposes.  

Feb/March 2016 - boundary review begins. 

September 2016 - first set of proposals released and 12 

week public consultation opened.  

April 2017- all consultation responses published and second 

round of consultation lasting 4 weeks.  

October 2017- revised proposals issued on back of  

consultation, 8 weeks further consultation.  

September 2018 - final boundary review reports.  

Note: this may be slightly different for Wales, Scotland and 

NI because fewer consultation responses will be received.  

The current boundaries are based on electoral data from 
2000. That fact, along with the reduction in seat numbers 
means substantial changes. The Boundary Commission may 
look at existing constituencies, but the landscape is so compli-
cated that in effect it will be like starting from scratch. We 
can’t predict what the seats will look like other than knowing 
that in certain geographical areas, based on the quota, seats 

will have to be lost.  

The quota will demand being within 5% of the average  
number of electors needed per seat. The Commission may 
take into account local government boundaries and other 
special geographical considerations but this is all secondary 

to parity of size.  

 
Drawing the boundaries 

 
The work of an MP 

MPs have limited budgets on which to employ staff. Labour 
constituencies often have higher casework loads, especially of 
welfare, housing and immigration issues, taking up a lot of  

resource.  

The new boundaries will increase the constituency size in some 
cases but will also underestimate many Labour areas because 
those people who don’t show up on the electoral register will 
still need representation but simply won’t be classed as existing 

for boundary change purposes.  


