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National Fostering Stocktake 

The GMB submitted evidence into the Government’s National 
Fostering Stocktake. The 14 page report reflected all of the 
issues, concerns and recommendations that our Foster Carer 
members believe need addressing to improve the current 
fostering system for both children and Foster Carers.  

A copy of the report can be downloaded from:  

        http://www.gmbyorkshire.org.uk/foster_carers 

Alternatively, you can request a copy via email by emailing 
Lead Foster Carer Organiser - rachel.harrison@gmb.org.uk  

We will ensure that our members are kept up to date with 
developments. Please encourage other foster carers to join the 
GMB today and play an active role in changing the future of 
fostering.  
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Education 
Committee Inquiry 
into Fostering 

GMB submitted a lengthy 
report of evidence into this 
inquiry which made 
recommendations on what the 
future of fostering should look 
like. As a result of this 
evidence we were invited to 
give oral evidence, followed by 
further written evidence.  

It was originally hoped that the 
Education Committee would 
have completed their inquiry 
by June 2017 and be in a 
position to make their 
recommendations to the 
Government. However, as a 
result of the Conservative 
Party calling a General 
Election, the inquiry was 
suspended until Autumn 2017.  

As a result of the Inquiry Chair 
losing his seat in the general 
election, the Inquiry are 
currently in the process of 
appointing a new committee. 
Once this committee is 
appointed it is expected that 
the Inquiry will resume.  

The GMB will continue to 
ensure our foster carers voices 
are listened to and we will 
provide further information in 
due course. 

GMB@Work 
The Union for Foster Carers
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 GMB Policy on Foster Care   
& Bogus Self-Employment 

 GMB Congress 2017 voted in favour of supporting the Foster 
Carers Motion on Foster Carer & Bogus Self-Employment. The 
GMB will now campaign nationally to end the bogus self 
employment practices within local authorities and ask that 
councils recognise the true employment status of foster carers 
and afford them employment rights to reflect that status. We 
will continue to campaign for holiday and respite payments as 
well as 52 week pay.  

Foster Carers & Allegations  

There have recently been an increase in historic allegations 
being made against foster carers. GMB 
members are entitled to contact the 
GMB for criminal representation 
should they find themselves being 
questioned by the police. Please 
advise foster carers to join the GMB 
to ensure they have access to support 
and representation when needed.  

There is now a specific legal flyer 
available for foster Carers which 
gives details to their right to access 
criminal representation as a member 
of the GMB. Check out the regional website to download - 
http://www.gmbyorkshire.org.uk/foster_carers 

  Or request a copy by email - rachel.harrison@gmb.org.uk 

Please pass this newsletter onto other foster carers and encourage 
them to join the GMB.  

We are happy to attend foster carer meetings and support groups to 
discuss the benefits of GMB membership. Just let us know the date 
and time! For more details about GMB membership & campaigns for 

Foster Carers contact: Rachel Harrison - Organiser 
rachel.harrison@gmb.org.uk / 0345 337 7777 
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Labour Party Manifesto 

As a result of the GMB 
campaigning with the Labour 
Party we were successful in 
securing a commitment to 
improve fostering in the Labour 
Party Manifesto (Page 87).  

The GMB and the Labour Party 
will continue to keep up the 
pressure on government to 
address foster carers concerns. 

FREE Courses 

Don't forget that as a GMB 
member you have access to free 
courses which can assist you in 
achieving the mandatory training 
requirements of your local 
authority or fostering agency.  

Please check out page 3 of this 
newsletter for a list of Level 2 
Courses.  
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