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Notes on submission: 
 
 
GMB, is proud to represent Foster Carers, Kinship Carers and Special 
Guardians throughout the UK. We are pleased to be able to submit 
evidence into the evidence gathering of the Cross-Party Parliamentary 
Taskforce on Kinship Care. 
 
This evidence has been collated from past surveys and communications 
with GMB members who are Kinship Carers / Special Guardians. 
 
We have been concerned about the state of Foster Care (including 
Kinship Care / Special Guardianship Orders) for many years and remain 
to be so. We have previously submitted evidence into the Education 
Select Committee Inquiry into Fostering and the National Fostering 
Stocktake. We will also be submitting evidence into the Government’s 
new consultation on foster care (launch date yet to be announced). 
 
In the Appendix at the end of this submission you can read the impact 
statement from one of our members. 
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Consultation Questions: 
 
What do you think are the main challenges faced by kinship care households 
(including challenges faced by the child, carers and other family members)? 
 
 

 A lack of information from local authorities on their ability and liability to 
provide financial and other support to carers taking children on this basis. 

 Any information is usually provided too late – after the event, at which point 
it is often too late to access such support. 

 Insufficient financial and emotional support for carers and the child whilst 
going through the process. 

 Insufficient financial and emotional support for carers and the child once they 
have become a Kinship Carer / SGO. 

 Unless local authorities have formally placed children with carers there is no 
financial support available. Without legal advice, most people aren’t aware 
of this and local authorities rush carers in to making a decision to take in 
children, without access to proper advice. 

 No employment rights regarding paid time off work when going through the 
process, or afterwards. 

 
 
As a practitioner or organisation working with children, kinship carers and/or 
families involved with the child welfare / family justice system, what are the 
main challenges that you face in enabling more children to be safely cared for, 
and effectively supported, within their family network? 
 
 

 Answers similar to above question. 

 No on-going support, financially and emotionally, for Kinship Carers / SGOs 
and the child. 

 No employment rights regarding paid time off work, as Adoptive Parents 
would be entitled to. 

 
 
What are the key recommendations that the Taskforce should make (these could 
be aimed at the government, local authorities or other public bodies) that would:  
 

a) Enable more children to safely live within their wider family network? 
b) Enable more children to be effectively supported and thrive in kinship 

care? 
 
 

 Clear, transparent and thorough details given about becoming a Kinship Carer 
/ SGO prior to the commencement of the process and continuous throughout. 

 A high quality of advice and support from local authorities, social workers and 
other parties, to enable the Kinship Carer / SGO to make an informed decision 
considering all emotional and financial implications. 
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 Clearer procedures and processes for the whole process which can be followed 
by the local authorities and understood by the carer. 

 Financial support from local authorities, in line with foster carer allowances. 

 On-going support from local authorities, with regards the emotional and 
educational needs of the child. 

 Employment rights for Kinship Carers / SGOs to paid time off work when going 
through the fostering and SGO processes, in line with rights for adoptive 
parents. 

 
 
Would you be willing to be contacted by the Taskforce as part of its evidence 
gathering? 
 
Yes. Unfortunately, we were not aware of this consultation in enough time to 
conduct a full consultation of our members with the specific questions asked. 
However, we have included a brief summary of some of the main barriers and issues 
faced by our members. Myself and some of our members would be happy to speak 
to you in more detail at a later time should you require further information. 
 
Rachel Harrison 
GMB – National Officer 
Rachel.harrison@gmb.org.uk 
 
 
Would you like to receive information and updates about the work of the Kinship 
Care Taskforce? If yes, please provide your email address 
 
Yes. 
 
Rachel Harrison 
GMB – National Officer 
Rachel.harrison@gmb.org.uk 
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Appendix 
 
 
Special Guardian: Impact Statement 
5th March 2020 
 
I am a single Mum of 2 daughters and was very close to my Mum and Dad.  
 
However, in 2015 my Dad had a stroke and as most people know this changes the 
person you once knew, in this case it made my Dad started acting like a young man.  
 
In 2016 my Dad was beginning to be taken advantage of and quickly ended up in a 
relationship with a young girl in her early 30s. She was abusive and used alcohol, 
smoking and drugs were a part of her daily life. She very quickly became pregnant, 
losing the first child but then pregnant again. She already had 4 other children that 
had been taken from her care due to her chaotic life style and drug misuse. I had 
been in touch with adult social care several times but I could not get anywhere as 
they said he had mental capacity. 
 
My Brother was born on the 20th April 2017 and was taken straight in to care. I began 
the process of being assessed to be able to have my brother live with me, whilst L 
was cared for by foster carers. I was then passed as a foster carer as this was needed 
to test the placement, then was given advice and guidance that if the placement 
was successful, I would be advised that a Special Guardianship Order (SGO) was the 
next best option and was told it was just like adoption but in the family and parents 
still have some parental responsibility.  
 
I was a single working Mum and had to take time off work and although I was told 
that whilst fostering this would be without pay, I was assured that once I was his 
guardian I could get maternity pay/ leave. I had to have quite a long time off work 
whilst waiting for SGO evidence to give to my employer and was very much 
pressurised to return to work despite having no means in which to pay for child care 
and had to ask family to support me until I could afford it. 
 
I received money for L and £100 per week as a foster carer, but received no advice 
or support in regards to finding out what money I would be entitled to. I had to do 
this alone.  
 
Once I got the SGO evidence, I was told I wasn’t entitled to maternity pay as it is 
not present in any policies. As you can imagine I was in shock and didn’t know what 
to do. Now I was no longer a foster carer getting paid and now I had even less money 
coming in. I had my family to support, a new baby, not to mention the stress of 
dealing with contact with parents of which his mum was very hostile towards me.  
  
None of this is a problem for adoptive parents. I feel that SGOs have not been 
thought through properly and are just an easy place to put a looked after child and 
then we are just left to deal with it all. This leaves family’s vulnerable and to be 
treated unfairly as I have, with no one to advise what to do financially. Just because 
I am a confident loving mum and L is well looked after and I would not have my life 
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without him, that doesn’t mean that I should have been left to deal with the 
aftermath of the advice I was given. 
  
My only support network is my Mum, as other family members decided to try and 
support my Dad and his partner, not looking out for L’s best interests or supporting 
me. This has also been difficult for her as L is the child of my Dad and his encounter 
with another woman. However, she has continued to support me and help look after 
L and they have a good bond and she is known as his Nana.  
 
I ended up getting into debt to as I didn’t have enough money coming in. It has been 
a completely life changing experience for me and my family in more ways than one 
and although I wouldn’t have my life without my little L, I wish that everyone 
involved could have given more support, knowledge and advice. 
 
I really hope that some changes can be made as someone giving their life to a 
previously looked after child with lots of issues should only be concentrating on 
looking after and bonding with their child as that is what is important. 
 
yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
 


