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JOHN CURRY



Born in the late 1940s, John Curry was a
successful British figure skater. Using his
unique skating style, Curry won the Gold

Medal in the 1976 Olympic Games in
Innsbruck, Austria. In the same year,

Curry revealed that he was gay,
becoming one of the first openly gay gold

medalists.
 

His performance is best known for
having earned the highest score ever

given during the 6.0 scoring system. He
earned 105.9 points out of a possible 108
from the panel of 9 international judges.

His skating was considered unusual in
that his jumps were performed anti-
clockwise, but most of his spins were

executed clockwise.
 

Curry was diagnosed with HIV in 1987,
and later with AIDS which eventually

killed him in 1994 at the age of 44 when
he died of an AIDS-related heart-attack.



ELIZABETH MARSHALL
COWELL



Roberta Elizabeth Marshall Cowell,
born 8th of April 1918, was a British
racing driver and Second World War

fighter pilot. 
 

By 1950, she had become acquainted
with Michael Dillon, a British

physician who was the first trans
man to get a phalloplasty, after
reading his 1946 volume Self: A

Study in Endocrinology and Ethics.
The two developed a close

friendship, with Dillon subsequently
carrying out an inguinal
orchiectomy on Cowell. 

 
Secrecy was necessary for this as at
the time the procedure was illegal in
the United Kingdom and as such, no
surgeon would agree to perform it

openly.



GAY
MARRIAGE
IN THE UK



Legislation to allow same-sex
marriage in England and Wales was

passed by the Parliament of the
United Kingdom in July 2013 and took
effect on the 13th of March 2014. The
first same-sex marriages took place

on the 29th of March 2014.
 

Before this time same-sex couples
could only apply for civil partnership

following the legalization of said
partnerships, under the passage of

the Civil Partnership Act on the 18th
of November 2004.

 
Same-sex marriages in the UK give all
the rights and responsibilities of civil

marriage and can be performed on
approved premises. This also includes

religious venues, providing the
religious or belief body has opted-in.



THE STONEWALL RIOTS



The Stonewall riots were a series of
spontaneous demonstrations by members

of the gay (LGBT) community in response to
a police raid that began in the early

morning hours of June 28, 1969. The riots
are widely considered to be one of the most
important events leading to the twentieth-
century fight for LGBT rights in the United

States.
 

Gay Americans in the 1950s and 1960s faced
an anti-gay legal system. Early homosexual
groups in the U.S. sought to prove that gay
people could be assimilated into society,

and they favored non-confrontational
education for homosexuals and

heterosexuals alike.
 

Very few establishments welcomed gay
people in the 1950s and 1960s. Those

establishments that did were often bars run
by organized crime groups due to the illegal

nature of gay or LGBT bars at the time



HARVEY
MILK



In 1977, Harvey Milk was the first openly
gay man elected to public office in the US

state of California, joining the San
Francisco Board of Supervisors. His pride in

simply being himself on a major civic
platform was a turning point for the LGBT

community.
 

Although he was in office for less than a
year, he saw a law passed where gay

people could not be discriminated against
when applying for jobs or seeking

employment. But his greatest achievement
is considered to be successfully fighting

Proposition 6, which attempted to ban gay
teachers from working in California’s

public schools, and fire staff who
supported gay rights.

 
On November the 27th 1978 Harvey Milk

was assassinated by one of his fellow
colleagues Supervisor Dan White.



BARBARA
GITTINGS



Described as the ‘mother of the LGBT civil
rights movement’. Barbara Gittings created

a space in 1950s America for gay women,
forming the Daughters of Bilitis in 1958,

the country’s first organization for
lesbians.

 
She worked closely with Frank Kameny in

the 1960s on the first picket lines that
brought attention to the ban on

employment of gay people by the largest
employer in the US at that time: the United

States government.
 

Gittings was also a part of the movement
to get the American Psychiatric Association
to drop homosexuality as a mental illness.
Her self-described life mission was to tear
away the "shroud of invisibility" related to

homosexuality, which had theretofore
been associated with crime and mental

illness.



LADY PHYLL



Phyll Opoku-Gyimah, known to all as Lady
Phyll, is the Co-Founder and Executive
Director of UK Black Pride, which was

conceived as an event in 2005 to give a
voice to the minority communities within

the movement. UK Black Pride is
considered one of the most diverse prides

in Europe.
 

With Rikki Beadle-Blair and John R Gordon,
she is the editor of Sista!, an anthology of

writings by LGBT women of
African/Caribbean descent with a

connection to the United Kingdom,
released by Team Angelica Publishing in
2018, which includes work by 31 writers,
including Yrsa Daley-Ward and Babirye

Bukilwa.
 

She was appointed trustee of the LGBT
rights group stonewall in the January of

2015, but resigned 3 years later when the
charity partnered with UK Black Pride.



PATRICK
TREVOR-ROPER



In 1955 Trevor-Roper agreed to appear
as a witness before the Wolfenden

Committee which had been appointed
to investigate, among other things,

whether male homosexuality should
remain a crime. 

 
He was one of only three men who

appeared as an openly gay witnesses
before the Committee. The others were

the journalist Peter Wildeblood, who
had been convicted of a homosexual

offence, and Carl Winter, director of the
Fitzwilliam Museum.

 
Trevor-Roper's testimony helped

persuade the Committee to
recommend that male homosexuality
should be decriminalized, which was

finally done, after a long political
struggle, in 1967.
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GET INVOLVED
& FIND OUT MORE
https://www.queerportraits.com/
A website where you can find out about the history of many LGBT icons throughout history

https://www.iglta.org/Events/Gay-Pride-Calendar#pride-calendar
A list of all the pride events happening around the world

https://lgbt.foundation/
A UK based charity striving for a fair and equal society for all

https://mindout.org.uk/
A Charity providing mental health services to those in the LGBT community

https://allout.org/en
A global movement fighting for a world where NO ONE has to sacrifice their family,
freedom, safety, or dignity because of who they are

https://bornthisway.foundation/
Born This Way Foundation is committed to supporting the wellness of young people and
empowering them to create a kinder and braver world.




