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GMB News From Around The Region
L to R: Pete Davies, Christine Talbot, GMBee,
Harry Gration, Cath Pinder and Emily Warrillow

JO COX REMEMBERED AS HUNDREDS COME
TOGETHER TO RUN IN HER MEMORY
TV’s Harry Gration and Christine Talbot joined hundreds of runners at the
GMB sponsored #RunForJo and family fun-day which was held at Oakwell
Hall in Birstall in memory of Jo Cox. Now in its second year, the #RunforJo
is a celebration of Jo’s life and everything that she stood for, and was on the
weekend of what would have been her 44th Birthday. The run was a key event
during the national celebration ‘The Great Get Together’. The day’s events
included a 2.5k fun-run, a 6.5k cross-country challenge, a mascot race,
entertainment, and culminated in the England v Panama World Cup game
which was shown on a giant screen to hundreds of ecstatic spectators. Senior
Organiser, Pete Davies, was spokesperson for GMB at the event and in his
address told the crowds: “This is a fantastic event and one that GMB is
happy to get behind. Bringing communities together in such a
positive and fun way can only help counter and provide balance for
all the bad things that happen in the world.”
Regional Secretary, Neil Derrick, said: “When we were approached and
asked if GMB would be headline sponsor for the RunForJo, I didn’t
hesitate in saying yes. Jo was a GMB member and a GMB sponsored MP,
something that we at the GMB are very proud of. Jo was a person with real
compassion for others. She was a true campaigner for equality and community
cohesion. That is why events like this are important. There is no better way to
unite our communities, to show our love and respect for one another and to build
on Jo’s legacy.”
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GMB’s Katherine Mitchell, Neil Cole and Jake O’Malley

GMB SCORES ANOTHER LANDMARK
WIN IN HERMES WORKERS’
RIGHTS CASE

GMB has scored a landmark legal victory against Hermes
after an Employment Tribunal ruled their couriers are
entitled to basic workers’ rights. The win is the latest
GMB legal triumph against bogus self-employment
following ground-breaking successes against Uber and
Addison Lee. The Leeds Employment Tribunal found that
a group of Hermes couriers were workers and were
entitled to receive the National Minimum Wage and
holiday pay.
In an important ruling, which will potentially affect
thousands of Hermes couriers, the tribunal ruled a group
of Hermes couriers were not independent contractors, as
Hermes argued, but are in fact workers who are entitled
to essential workers’ rights. These include the right to be
paid the National Minimum Wage, receive paid holiday
and reclaim unlawful deductions from their wages.
The ruling affects the 65 couriers that have already
brought claims, but is also likely to impact upon the wider
network of 14,500 Hermes couriers who are engaged
under the same contract as the couriers.

GMB SAYS HANDS OFF OUR NHS

GMB officers joined staff, activists, trade unionists,
community campaigners and the local Labour party to
protest outside a board meeting of Mid Yorkshire Hospital
NHS Trust against the proposals to set up a wholly owned
subsidiary and transfer out estates and facilities staff. The
Chair of the Board spoke to the protestors and we were
allowed to make our views known to the board and present
petitions. Wholly owned subsidiaries are being considered by
a large number of NHS trusts in our region and we are
campaigning and organising against them.
Stacey Booth, GMB NHS Organiser said: “Our members are
proud to work for the NHS and don't want to be
transferred out and see any of their hard won terms
and conditions put at risk or undermined by the
creation of a two tier workforce. Over the coming
weeks and months we expect there to be more demos
like this one at Pinderfields Hospital.”
If you would like to be added to our distribution list so you
can join us at future demos across the region please contact
Stacey Booth on 0345 337 7777 email: stacey.booth@gmb.org.uk

There will now be a further hearing in the Employment
Tribunal to calculate the holiday pay, National Minimum
Wage and any unlawful deductions owed to the couriers.
GMB has also announced legal action against three
Amazon delivery companies on the charge of bogus selfemployment. This is yet another ruling that shows the
gig economy for what it is - old fashioned exploitation
under a shiny new facade. Not only will this judgement
directly affect more than 14,000 Hermes couriers across
the country, it’s another nail in the coffin of the
exploitative bogus self-employment model which is
increasingly rife across the UK.
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GMB Rep Alex Burton-Keeble (Barnsley)

HAPPY 70TH BIRTHDAY NHS

The NHS turned 70 on the 5th July and GMB celebrated
this milestone with a week of events in workplaces
across the region. The week culminated in a joint GMB
and Labour event in Charlie Cake Park (aptly named)
where we shared cake and tea with NHS workers and
the community.
We spent Monday at Barnsley Hospital, Tuesday at St
James Hospital and Leeds General Infirmary, Wednesday
visiting ambulance stations across the region. Thursday
was an extra special day as GMB Branch Secretary for
Sheffield Health Branch, Sarah Young, celebrated 25
years service at Sheffield Children’s Hospital. Sarah is
an admin Clerk on the Cancer and Leukaemia ward,
challenging enough, but she also looks after the
workforce as a GMB representative which makes her
extra special. We spent Friday at Rotherham Hospital
with the week ending with an event on Sunday at
Charlie Cake Park which is where the new NHS regional
banner had its first official outing.
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INCREASE IN GMB CONTRIBUTION
RATES
Congress 2018 agreed an increase of 10p per week on
grade 1 and 5p per week on grade 2 contribution rates
with effect from 1st October 2018.

Grade 1: An increase of 10p to £3.15 per week £13.70
per month.
Grade 2: An increase of 5p to £1.83 per week £7.96 per
month.
MPO: Former MPO members are required to pay
contributions according to their remuneration but a
minimum equivalent to the GMB grade 1 rate.
Promotional Rate: No change £1.00 per week £4.34
per month.
Sick & Unemployed: No change 5p per week 22p per
month.
Retired Life Membership: No change free after
qualifying period of 5 years membership.
Apprentices & Students: No change £2.00 per month
for apprentices, £1.00 per month for non-working
students. Working students to pay promotional rate.
Political Fund: Please note members who join on or
after 1st March 2018, can choose to ‘opt in’ to contribute
to the Political Fund and pay 1p more per week.

GMB SHEFFIELD ON THE MOVE

We are pleased to announce the relocation of our Sheffield
team to new state of the art conference and learning facilities
at Meadowhall Business Park. Our new office is located at:
Suite 4, Building 5 Meadowhall Business Park, Carbrook Hall
Road, Sheffield, S9 2EQ. These new facilities will allow
better interaction with our members in the south of the
region through a new activist centre, job club, conference
facilities and extensive meeting rooms.
Senior Organiser, Sue Wood, said: “Our office on Norfolk
Street was no longer fit for purpose and didn’t
represent the needs of a 21st Century union like GMB.
Our new facilities will provide greater access to the
GMB for our members and will allow us to interact in
a more modern and effective way with them. The
office is also ideally located for members across South
Yorkshire & North Derbyshire, with ample parking
and excellent public transport links which will make
travelling to the office for conferences, events and
meetings much easier.”
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CAREFORCE: CHAMPIONING
CAREERS IN CARE

GMB General Secretary, Tim Roache, said: “The care
sector is overlooked and those working in care are
treated less than the front-line professionals they
are.”

The focus of Careforce is to professionalise the care sector.

“Careforce is an initiative that shows forward
thinking unions and progressive employers
understand not only the value of care and care
workers but the urgency of tackling the care crisis.
The on-going crisis can be tackled with the right
funding, resources and political will. That is what
we are calling for and what we will continue to
campaign for.”

GMB and HC One, the UK's leading care provider, joined
forces at a recent House of Commons event to sign a
historical recognition agreement and launch 'Careforce', a
new initiative to promote careers in care.

Key to raising the status of these vital roles in our society
is the elimination of low pay, securing robust pay
structures and the development of clear career paths to
attract the best people to the sector.
This will help retain the amazing staff who currently are
the lifeline to our growing elderly population.
Care providers are struggling to recruit and retain staff
which puts at serious risk their ability to provide the best
care. Inadequate funding of this significant sector is at the
heart of this crisis.

Our region was represented at the event by Jacqui
Simpson who is a workplace rep at The Oakes, which is a
HC One care home in Huddersfield. She spoke directly to
both Tim and HC One Chief Executive, Justin Hutchens,
about the role of local reps in this campaign.
For more information please see www.careforce.org.uk or
email: rachel.dix@gmb.org.uk

The partnership between our two organisations is looking
to lead the way in taking this crisis on and recognises that
the staff are central to turning the fortunes round for care
provision across the country.
Our goal, a healthy well funded sector where staff are
happy and valued and recognised, where they want to
spend their working lives in care and so provide consistent
and quality support for our nations vulnerable.
We are hopeful other stakeholders in the sector will join
us. This event was supported by both the Skills Council
and Age UK and a number of Labour MPs.
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GMB CELEBRATE & DEFEND
MULTICULTURAL LEEDS

A CLEAR MESSAGE

GMB activists from across the region came together in
Leeds on Saturday, 7th July to an event which was
organised to stand against the racial hatred promoted by
right wing organisations following one of the leader's
imprisonment, Tommy Robinson. His supporters had
organised a march in Leeds on the 7th July, which
brought about the decision to hold a counter rally and
march to both celebrate and defend the brilliant
multicultural city and in doing so, send a clear message
that we will stand united against racism and fascism.
GMB had a great turn-out at the event but it is clear that
we need to do more to ensure the hatred and violence of
such groups is not tolerated and totally stamped out.
Regional Secretary, Neil Derrick, said: “It is vital
that the true voices of Leeds and Yorkshire are
heard; multicultural, inclusive and tolerant voices
which speak for our communities. GMB supported
this anti-fascist anti-racist rally because the
fascists and racists have no place in Leeds,
Yorkshire or in our proud society - we will
overcome.”

GMB co-ordinator for the event,
Andrew Aldwinkle, addressed the
rally in Leeds and in his speech he
sent a clear message to the
supporters of Tommy Robinson and
all the right wing organisations which
had descended on Leeds that day.
He said: “To all the racists and
fascists you are not welcome in
Leeds or anywhere. We will not
let your poison take this land.
United, neighbour by neighbour,
street by street and colleague by colleague we are
beginning to show our strength. We will stand
together and we will beat fascism and racism
together.” Click here to listen to Andrew’s speech: https://
youtu.be/9uszpxIrP2o

Latest Inflation: June 2018
RPI: 3.4% CPI: 2.4%

GMB Yorkshire and North Derbyshire Region
@GMBCampaigns
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PROFILE OF A
REGIONAL
EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE
MEMBER

Cath Pinder: “I’m married to
Graham and have one son called
Daniel and a Jack Russell called
Ellie. When I’m not at work I’m
heavily involved with the GMB
and Labour Party. I am
currently Branch Secretary of
GMB Organising Branch. I’m a member of the Regional
Council as well as being on the Regional Executive
Committee.
In 2014, I became involved with GMB. I was standing for
Council in Liversedge and Gomersal when I went to a
Labour Party market stall in Birstall which was being run by
Bill Chard, Caroline Jones and Steve Jennings. We talked
about the GMB and the political work they do, especially
within the community, so I decided GMB was the right union
for me to join. My vision for the future is to help members
become more politically active in standing for Council and
Parliament. My most memorable moments with GMB are
marching in London with thousands of other trade unionists
to protect jobs and public services, standing on the picket
line with our young members in support of the junior
doctors at Dewsbury Hospital and the opening of the first
regional GMB Activists’ Centre in Cleckheaton.”
_____________________________________________

MADE IN DAGENHAM

Leeds Civic Branch invites you to a free screening of Made
In Dagenham followed by a Q&A discussion on
Wednesday, 19th September 5:30pm-10:00pm at
Wharf Chambers, 23-25 Wharf Street, Leeds, LS2 7EQ.
Based on a true story, Made in Dagenham explores the
movement that caused a significant law reform, as a result
of the sewing machinists strike at the Ford Dagenham
plant in 1969, where female workers walked out in protest
against sexual discrimination, demanding equal pay. This
strike caused a lot of public attention around the world
and was seen as out of the ordinary to many because it
was not in a woman's nature to do anything else other
than the traditional family roles. The strike is successful
and leads to the Equal Pay Act 1970.
The line-up of guest speakers for the event include:




Desiree Wilburn - GMB Senior Organiser
Deanne Ferguson - GMB Organiser and Labour Party
Parliamentary Candidate for Morley and Outwood
Joanne Thomas - Chair of Yorkshire and Humberside
TUC, USDAW North East Divisional Officer

A buffet will be provided and there is also a licenced bar
on site. Please confirm your attendance with Moya O’Neill
07891278219/0113 3789461 or Maggie Pearson
07712214347/ 0113 3789458

REGION’S EQUALITY FORUM
CELEBRATE CONGRESS WIN

Lou Foster-Wilson, Equality Officer, shared the good news
that the region was the lucky recipient of the President’s
Leadership Award for the Most Inspirational Equality Forum,
when she chaired the forum recently. The forum has
worked tirelessly over the last 12 months and goes from
strength to strength.

Wharf Chambers is a members' club and you need
to be a member, or guest of a member, in order
to attend. To join, please visit wharfchambers.org/
membership. Membership costs £1 and requires a
minimum of 48 hours to take effect. You will
automatically be a guest of GMB which
negates the £1 fee.
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L to R: Scott Fillingham, Neil Derrick, Mick Watson, Wayne
Kirby and Kirk Foster

NESTLE VISIT

Regional Secretary, Neil Derrick, met with the reps’ team at
Nestle (York) in May. Neil heard from the team about
developments within this major employer following on from
the redundancy and restructure programme which the
business launched last year. Our reps have continued to
build the union in the face of proposed job losses, changes
to shift patterns and changes to the pension scheme.

August is now a dedicated month of organising across the
region; this is the month where we focus heavily on building
the union, recruiting new members and reps, and spreading
the GMB message throughout our workplaces; and it would
be great if GMB activists could get involved. This year, for
the first time, we will be celebrating GMB by having a
dedicated week called #LoveGMBUnion. It will run from
week commencing 13th August until the 19th August 2018. It
will be a week where we actively encourage our reps to
celebrate the GMB and our proud history.
The celebrations can be anything from having your picture
taken using one of our specially commissioned selfie-boards
which you can post on the regional facebook page,
organising a recruitment drive wearing one of our fantastic
free #LoveGMBUnion t-shirts, to having a cuppa with a
none member to take the time to tell them about the
fantastic work you do as a rep, and hopefully get them to
sign-up! If you would like to take part in #LoveGMBUnion
week then please email GMB at:
wakefield.office@gmb.org.uk to request your selfie-boards,
pens, application forms and t-shirts.
Please let us know what your planned activity will be
by Friday, 3rd August 2018. And don’t forget to let us
have all your photos and stories so that we can use them in
our special issue of The Activist.

L to R: Rachel Dix, Vince Piper, Neil Derrick and Simon Faulkner

GMB VISIT MCBRIDE IN BRADFORD
AS PART OF OUR 'MAKING IT'
CAMPAIGN

Neil Derrick, Rachel Dix and Pete Davies joined local lead rep
and R50 branch secretary, Vince Piper, on a full site visit of
McBride to see GMB members in action at one of our key
manufacturing workplaces in West Yorkshire.
McBride, who are currently selling their Bradford operation to
Royal Sanders (UK) Ltd, is the leading supplier of private
label household and personal care products for Europe's
largest and most successful retailers. Our union delegation
was joined by factory Interim Plant Manager, Simon
Faulkner.
Regional Secretary, Neil Derrick, said: “It's great to get to
see our members in their workplaces and I was
particularly proud of the way the union and the
company worked together on a recent branch led
initiative to jointly purchase and install two
defibrillators.”
“It's also vitally important that we recognise and
celebrate how good we are at manufacturing in the
UK and that's what the 'Making It' campaign is all
about.”
The recent sale of both the Bradford site and Ypres in
Belgium had not been announced at the time of this visit but
Rachel Dix later commented: “I am sure that the
partnership approach to problem solving and
improving the performance of the company and the
terms and conditions of those who work there will
continue to flourish now that the take-over is
resolved. we are looking forward to a bright and
prosperous future with the new company.”
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L to R: Lee Marsden, Rachel Hodges and Clayton Tingle

STREET DANCING FORTIES STYLE

Janet Stevenson from GMB’s York office, along with her
band of mates, has done a fantastic job raising funds for
their local Alzheimers Society.
The group held 1940’s style charity dances in York and
Bridlington, had a bucket collection in Brighouse at a
1940’s weekend and danced in the street to music being
played from the back of a replica WW2 Jeep.
A cheque for £1000 was presented to the Alzheimers
Society bringing the total raised this year to £2,300.
“Special thanks go to Y10 York General and Y22
Nestle Branches for their continued support in our
charity fund raising for a disease which affects so
many people and their families.” said Janet.
There’s still chance to get your dancing shoes on if you’d
like to join in the fun with a few events still to go;
Grassington 40's weekend in September and Pickering
40's weekend in October.
For further details contact Janet Stevenson on 0345 337
7777 or email: janet.stevenson@gmb.org.uk

CLAYTON’S SKYDIVE RAISES £1000
FOR CHILDREN’S HOSPICE

GMB member Clayton Tindle has raised £1,000 by doing a
skydive for the children’s hospice that cared for his niece
Lekisha Brown. Clayton, who works at Wilko, jumped out of a
plane at 15,000 feet in memory of his sister Carrie’s daughter
Lekisha, who was one of the first children to be cared for by
Bluebell Wood Children’s Hospice before she passed away in
2010 at the age of ten.
Clayton said: “The skydive was a ride of emotions.
Nothing prepares you for that first look out of the
plane, but once you’re out the experience is amazing.
You don’t have time to think. You just take in the
amazing views and the feeling of being weightless and
falling. Once you land, there’s a huge sense of relief,
sheer pride and happiness that you have done it. I’m
so proud to have done this in memory of my niece and
for all the families and children that Bluebell Wood
support.”
“I’d tell anyone else that they will never regret doing
it. It’s amazing being able to conquer something like
this. The feeling of reaching £1,000 in sponsorship is
great, and I have many people to thank, including Lee
Marsden, Branch Secretary for GMB union at Wilko,
which paid my deposit for the skydive. Lee has also
signed GMB up to Bluebell Wood’s 365 Business Club.”
Rachel Hodges, Senior Events Fundraiser at Bluebell Wood,
said: “We’re really proud of Clayton. This amazing
amount will make a huge difference, giving our
children and families the chance to take part in music
therapy, sibling groups and arts and crafts and be
supported through counselling and end of life
treatment and care.”
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