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GMB UNION MEETS WITH ED MILIBAND, SHADOW SECRETARY  

FOR BUSINESS, AT ARDAGH GLASS IN DONCASTER  
GMB Union has met with Ed Miliband to raise their growing concerns over rising energy costs and 

has called on support from the local MP, as we lobby Government to urgently intervene in the 

energy crisis before it’s too late.   
 

Deanne Ferguson, GMB Organiser, said: “Heavy industry has been sold out by the Tories as 

soaring energy prices have a significant impact on manufacturing businesses which are fuel 

intensive, such as glass, paper, ceramics, steel and many others.  Ardagh Glass in Doncaster is 

an example of this.  GMB members need to have their voices heard so we called an urgent 

meeting with Ed Miliband in his role as Shadow Secretary for Business to share our members 

concerns.   GMB ‘asks’ are simple – we demand this Government acts now, before it’s too late.  

By reducing the VAT on energy prices for fuel intensive businesses, it could save thousands of jobs 

from going to the wall in a sector which is already under immense pressure to survive.”  
 

Sue Wood, GMB Senior Organiser, said: “If this Government do not intervene, we could see many businesses collapse or 

shut up shop here in the UK - potentially leaving thousands of highly skilled workers out of a job.  This Government must 

act now.” 
 

Lee Adams, GMB Senior Rep at Ardagh Glass, said: “Members have worked throughout the global pandemic to 

support the business and the country – keeping the industry moving.  We have recently surveyed members on pay and 

we are about to lodge our 2022 claim, but rising energy costs could affect any pay increase.  Travel costs have 

increased, supermarket bills have gone up and energy prices are going off the scale - not forgetting the planned hike 

in national insurance contributions set to take effect in April 2022.  GMB members deserve a substantial pay award in 

return for their continued efforts throughout the pandemic and to help with the rising cost of living. 
 

With the support of GMB Political Officer Craig Dawson, we are preparing to take this fight to the very top of 

Government to save our members’ jobs and to prevent manufacturing businesses in red wall seats from collapse.  

In this issue… 
• GMB calls on local MP to 

help tackle energy crisis 

• TUC: Calling for increase 

in sick pay 

• Leeds members have 

their say on pay 

• York Disabled Workers’ 

appeal 

• Financial planning 

webinar with Lighthouse 

• ASDA equal pay 

roadshows 

• Save our care homes 

campaign 

• Renowned story teller 

does good for charity 

• Grab a job with GMB 

L to R: Sue Wood, Deanne Ferguson, Craig Dawson, Lee Adams and Ed Miliband 
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TUC: PM MUST INCREASE SICK PAY SO 

WORKERS DON’T FACE FINANCIAL 

HARDSHIP THIS CHRISTMAS 
Commenting on the Prime Minister’s 

announcement about the new Covid-19 

variant Omicron, TUC General Secretary Frances 

O’Grady said:    

 

“We all want to stay safe and stop this variant from 

spreading. Failure to do so will have a huge impact 

on public health, our front-line services and the 

economy.  

 

“Given more workers may now need to self-isolate, 

we need to protect them from financial hardship. 

Ministers must raise sick pay to the level of the Living 

Wage and make sure every worker can get it.    

 

“No-one should have to choose between doing the 

right thing and putting food on the table.”  

NO WONDER ENERGY BILLS TOP CONCERN FOR 

WORKING PARENTS 
GMB has responded to research by Action for Children showing energy 

bills are one of the top concerns of working parents.  
 

Andy Prendergast, GMB National Secretary, said:  "It’s no wonder energy 

bills are a top concern of working parents – as they are for everyone who 

doesn’t have unlimited cash.  Leaving customers at the mercy of turbulent 

global energy markets is unfair and just doesn’t work. The UK needs 

a cohesive strategy to protect consumers and our energy security as well 

as ensuring stability in the industry."  

Stacey Booth (R) GMB Organiser for Leeds City Council, gets the 

vote out and signs up new members at Drighlington Primary School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GMB MEMBERS HAVE THEIR SAY ON PAY 
Over the last few weeks, local government, council and 

school workers have been having their say on pay and 

taking part in an indicative ballot for industrial action 

linked to the Government’s derisory offer of a 1.75% pay 

increase.  GMB members at Drighlington Primary in 

Leeds were lining up to fill out their ballot papers, and it 

was evident from their feedback that they felt let down 

by the offer. 
 

GMB has been at the forefront in the campaign for a 

properly funded pay rise for these workers.  The 1.75% 

offer is totally inadequate and with energy bills 

skyrocketing, shopping bills going up and inflation high,  

it represents yet another pay cut for workers who have 

seen a quarter of the value of their pay wiped out since 

2010.  
 

We are urging GMB members to vote yes in the 

indicative ballot for strike action/action short of strike 

and return their ballot paper by 13 December 2021. 
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YORK DISABLED WORKERS 

CO-OPERATIVE ANNUAL 

FINANCIAL APPEAL  
It’s that time of year again when 

York Disabled Workers’ Co-operative 

launch their annual appeal for 

financial support for their workers 

and workshop over in York – and 

we’re only too pleased to show our 

support. 

 

Over the last year they have 

managed to employ a young 

disabled person called Bayley 

Simpson, who is now in his first year 

of a woodworking apprenticeship. 

 

 This has only been achieved 

because of the support they get 

through the financial appeal, and it 

means Bayley is being given a 

second chance in life.  

 

Life for working people has become 

more difficult because of low pay 

and the high cost of living.  It is more 

difficult for disabled people to find 

work and keep it.  

 

All employees at the co-operative 

are members of a trade union and 

the volunteers are also trade union 

members.  During the last twelve 

months they have supplied unions 

with flags, placards and banners, 

sometimes at very short notice.   

 

They have even held their prices on 

trade union sales and their garden 

furniture range, whilst at the same 

time, increased the terms and 

conditions of employees. All this has 

only been possible because of  the 

financial support we provide.   

 

So once again we are asking for 

branches to dig deep and show 

their support so that we can keep a 

safe haven of employment for 

disabled people in York.  

 

If you can give a donation, big or 

small, then please make cheques 

payable to York Disabled Workers 

Cooperative and send to Unit 42, 

The Raylor Centre, James Street, 

York YO10 3DW. 

 

For BACS payments their details are 

Unity Trust Bank - Account Name 

'GMB York Disabled Workers 

Cooperative' Sort Code:  60 83 01 

Account No:  20227258 - All 

donations will be acknowledged 

with a receipt.  Many thanks for your 

past support and your continued 

support of this very worthy 

organisation. 
 

Neil Derrick, Regional Secretary pictured with York Disabled Workers’ new apprentice Bayley Simpson 

https://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN1029x12316906215804101920&id=YN1029x12316906215804101920&q=York+Disabled+Workers+Co-operative&name=York+Disabled+Workers+Co-operative&cp=53.95689010620117%7e-1.0669251680374146&ppois=53.95689010620117_-1.0669251680374146_York+
https://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN1029x12316906215804101920&id=YN1029x12316906215804101920&q=York+Disabled+Workers+Co-operative&name=York+Disabled+Workers+Co-operative&cp=53.95689010620117%7e-1.0669251680374146&ppois=53.95689010620117_-1.0669251680374146_York+
https://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN1029x12316906215804101920&id=YN1029x12316906215804101920&q=York+Disabled+Workers+Co-operative&name=York+Disabled+Workers+Co-operative&cp=53.95689010620117%7e-1.0669251680374146&ppois=53.95689010620117_-1.0669251680374146_York+
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Lighthouse Financial Advice is organising a ‘Planning Your 

Financial Future’ webinar specifically designed to help GMB 

members secure their financial future. You should attend this 

webinar if you would like to find out how you may be able 

to: 

  

• Build up a nest-egg tax-efficiently, for yourself, your 

children or grandchildren. 

• Boost your pension provision, so you will be able to enjoy a 

comfortable retirement. 

• Protect your family’s income, so they have enough money 

if the worst happens.  

• Take your pension, including both public and private 

sector pensions, and get the best possible income. 

• Mortgages – buying your first home, mortgage types, 

where to go.  

• Pass on your wealth to your loved ones in a tax-efficient 

way.  

  

The webinar will be presented by one of our fully trained 

financial advisers. They have the knowledge and expertise,  

including a detailed understanding of public and private 

sector pension schemes, required to help you whatever 

your financial worries or stage in life.  

  

WHEN: Thursday 20 January 2022 5:00pm – 6:00pm  

BOOK YOUR PLACE: Email or call the person below, stating 

the webinar date and time:   

Ellis at ellis.featherbe@quilter.com or 01273 523749 - If this 

date isn’t convenient, please get in touch and we will 

arrange an alternative convenient personal telephone 

appointment for you.  

 
The value of your investments can go down as well as up, so you could get back less than you invested. A 

pension is a long-term investment. The fund value may fluctuate and can go down.  Your eventual income 

may depend upon the size of the fund at retirement, future interest rates and tax legislation. Tax advice 

which contains no investment element is not regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Lighthouse 

Financial Advice Limited is an appointed representative of Lighthouse Advisory Services Limited, which is 

authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.  Lighthouse Financial Advice Limited and 

Lighthouse Advisory Services Limited are wholly owned subsidiaries of Lighthouse Group Ltd, part of the 

Quilter Group of companies. Registered in England -No. 04795080. Registered Office: 85 Queen Victoria 

Street, London EC4V 4DP. For details of how we use your personal information, please view our privacy policy 

at www.lighthousefinancialsolutions.co.uk/privacy-policy Financial peace of mind. Make it happen! 

 

 

FINANCIAL PEACE OF MIND. MAKE IT HAPPEN 
 
ASDA EQUAL PAY ROADSHOWS 
Team GMB have been out across the 

region this week, visiting Asda stores and 

speaking to members about the equal 

pay court case and getting them to sign 

up to the Equal Pay Audit Pledge. 

 

GMB members are calling on Asda to 

carry out an audit in partnership with 

the GMB.  Asda has never completed an equal pay audit 

and, if they are confident their pay structures are not 

discriminatory, they should have no issue doing one.  An 

equal pay audit compares the pay of men and women 

doing equal work in an organisation. Doing an audit would 

demonstrate Asda’s commitment to removing unfair pay 

practices. 
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#SAVETHESPINNEY ✊ 
Last year, GMB members, care workers and 

supporters in communities up and down Derbyshire 

campaigned together and stopped the closure of 

The Spinney. Derbyshire County Council are once 

again considering closure. 
 

Residents at The Spinney are devastated at the 

proposal of closure and many have said they would 

rather die than face the upheaval of having to leave 

their home.  A finance and housing expert says there 

are other viable options than closing the home. 
 

Case Against Closure: 

• The Spinney care home is financially viable 

despite claims otherwise. 

• There is clear and ongoing demand for spaces at 

the Spinney care home.  

• Essential maintenance could take place in a way 

which reduces disruptions.  
 

We've saved the home before. Help us save it again.  

Please follow the link and sign the petition today! 

Yorkshire & North Derbyshire Region is currently seeking applications for 

the two Regional Organisers, who will be based at the regional office in 

Wakefield.   
 

For full details, including the job description, please follow the link below.  

The closing date for receipt of completed applications is midday on 

Wednesday 22 December 2021. 

GMB’S VERY OWN STORYTELLER 
Meet GMB member Yvonne Ugarte, who works at 

Beeston Primary School in Leeds.   Yvonne is an 

environmental poet and an incredible storyteller, and 

this year has published a book called ‘My Aunt Jean’s a 

Dinosaur’, which is a series of educational poems 

beautifully illustrated by the children at her school.   

 

Funds raised by the sale of the book have gone to 

Martin House Hospice.  It’s Yvonne’s way of saying thank 

you for the support they gave her and her family when 

she lost her son, Emil Sebastian Ugarte, in 1998 to 

meningitis. 

 

Stacey Booth, GMB Organiser, met Yvonne on one of 

her recent workplace ballot visits.  Stacey said: “Yvonne 

is an incredible person and her ability of storytelling has 

captured the imagination of countless children in such 

a wonderful and educational  way.  I would urge 

anyone with children to make sure there is a copy of 

Yvonne’s book in their child’s Christmas stocking this 

year.” 

 

Regional Organiser Vacancy 

Sign our petition Buy Yvonne’s Book 

https://www.gmb.org.uk/job/regional-organiser-yorkshire-north-derbyshire-region-x2
https://www.gmbyorkshire.org.uk/savethespinney
https://www.runciblespoonpress.co.uk/shop/4594847794/my-aunt-jean%27s-a-dinosaur-and-other-poems/11644538

