
2019 Hawaii Early
Childhood Advocacy

Alliance Policy
Priorities

HECAA is a membership-based partnership of local
organizations whose mission is for all children to

have equitable access to affordable, culturally
reflective, high-quality care and education.

● Increase payment rates to providers in Family Childcare Homes (FCCs): 
Payment rates for FCCs have been stagnant for many years. We are asking to
raise payments to Family Childcare Providers to 75% of the current market
rate and provide an incentive bonus for accreditation.
● Increase childcare subsidies for parents:
Many families are required to pay high copays based on the current 10-tier
sliding scale. Since 2009, a single parent making $38,000 a year is paying an
annual copay that is 19% of their annual income ($7284/year or $607/month)
for one child. (1)

1. Change DHS administrative rules to make childcare more affordable for
families AND pay childcare providers a living wage

1 Schulman, K, Blank, H, “Persistent Gaps: State Child Care Assistance Policies 2017”, National Women’s Law Center, accessed November
2018 at https://nwlc.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/NWLC-State-Child-Care-Assistance-Policies-2017.pdf

We encourage DHS to adopt a new 3-tier co-pay scale of:
- 0% co-payment for families at or below 100% FPL
- 5% co-payment for those above 100% FPL – 150%FPL
- 10% co-payment for families above 150% FPL to eligibility max of 85%
State Median Income. (Current State median income =$86,768) 

● Ease work requirements and other barriers to access for priority
populations



3. Increase the child and dependent care tax credit

Hawaii has the least affordable childcare in the nation, as well as the highest
tax burden for the poor. Currently, a family making $25,000 or below receives
a lackluster tax credit of up to $600 for one child, while the average cost of
childcare for a single child in Hawaii is $13,000. We are asking for an increase
in the percentages used to calculate the benefit, and an increase in the limit
of qualifying expenses from $2,400 for one child and $4,800 for two or more
children, to $13,000 for one child and $26,000 for two or more children.

Hawaii Children’s Action Network is the convener and coordinator of the HECAA partnership.

2. Funding to grow high-quality public pre-K
● Executive Office on Early Learning - Fund twenty-two public pre-K
classrooms, additional staff, and associated operational costs, with the
capacity to increase services to over 800 children.
● Charter Schools - Allocate $4 million dollars to sustain the 18 charter school
pre-K classrooms across the state serving approximately 360 children,
including 7 Native Hawaiian immersion and culture-based pre-k charter
schools.


