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Hawaiʻi’s keiki need our 
help to thrive. Nearly 1 in 
2 households struggle to 
afford basic needs. Our 
kids’ well-being ranks 
only 24th in the nation.
This fourth annual Hawaiʻi Children’s Policy Agenda was 
convened by Hawaiʻi Children’s Action Network and reflects 
the input of 37 Community Champion members. These 
organizations, coalitions, and individuals are committed to 
improving the lives of our keiki by promoting public policy 
changes that benefit children’s health, safety, education, and 
economic security.

The Agenda contains 25 priorities for the 2020 Hawaiʻi State 
Legislative Session. These are the top priority issues of our 
Community Champion members. HCAN respects the diversity, 
expertise, perspectives, and priorities within this community of 
advocates and is honored to advance the work of our peers in children’s 
advocacy. HCAN supports all of the items in the Agenda. Each initiative 
lists a lead organization that serves as the primary point of contact for 
advocacy.
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 Living wage of $17/hour
Hawaiʻi’s minimum wage is currently stuck at $10.10 an hour, or $21,000 per year for full-time work. Meanwhile, our 
Department of Business, Economic Development & Tourism says that a single person without keiki needs to make $17 
an hour to meet their basic needs. If Hawaiʻi raises the minimum wage to $17 by 2025, more than half of our state’s 
keiki would have at least one parent affected by the higher wage. More than 3 in 10 married working parents and over 
half of single working parents would benefit from the wage increase. These married parents would see an annual 
income boost of about $4,200 in 2025, and the single parents would get a boost of about $5,100 a year. This would 
help working parents better afford childcare and other expenses, keeping their keiki out of poverty and homelessness. 

 Lead: Hawaiʻi Appleseed Center for Law and Economic Justice

 Refundable Earned Income Tax Credit
The Hawaiʻi Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) is designed to help low-income and working-class families with children 
keep more of what they earn. Making the Hawaiʻi EITC refundable would assist a greater number of families in need. 
A refundable tax credit means that a taxpayer can get a tax refund when the amount of their credit is more than the 
amount of income tax that they owe. But two-thirds of the working families who are eligible for Hawaiʻi’s EITC are not 
benefitting from it because it is not refundable. The type of households in Hawaiʻi that are most likely to live in poverty 
are those with children under 18 and headed by single mothers. Research shows that the children in households that 
receive refundable tax credits do better in school, are likelier to attend college and earn more as adults, and are more 
likely to avoid disabilities and other illnesses associated with child poverty.

 Lead: Hawaiʻi Appleseed Center for Law and Economic Justice

 Child support pass through
The 2005 Federal Debt Reduction Act recommended that a portion of child support collected by the states be passed 
through to families receiving Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) funds. In return, the Federal portion 
of these monies would be waived as long as the pass through was not counted as additional income by the states. 
Currently, 27 states have some level of child support pass through. This initiative proposes a $100 child support pass 
through for Hawaiʻi families with one child and a $200 pass through for families with 2 or more children. This cost to 
the state of approximately $660 to $1320 per family, per year will undoubtedly be outweighed by the avoided cost of 
supporting Hawaiʻi’s most vulnerable families. 

 Lead: Zonta International 

 Paid family leave
Paid family leave, or family leave insurance, allows workers to take paid, job-protected leave for family emergencies, 
such as the birth or adoption of a baby, elder care, or to care for loved ones with a serious injury or illness. Bill 
establishing a family leave program in Hawaiʻi to provide 16 weeks of partial wage replacement.

 Lead: Working Families Coalition  

 Expand the Child and Dependent Care Tax Credit
Bill to expand the existing Hawaiʻi Child and Dependent Care Tax Credit by raising the amount of the tax credit and 
increasing the income limits used to calculate a family’s benefit amount so that low-income families can receive a 
more meaningful benefit

  Lead: Working Families Coalition  

Economic security and equity
All children live in families that can provide for 
their needs and invest in their futures.

$13,000
Average annual cost of full-time center-based infant care

36%
Children living in households with a high housing cost burden

90%
Workers have no access to paid family leave that includes caregiving
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Child safety and welfare
All children are safe in their homes and 
communities from all forms of abuse, neglect, 
and violence.

 Family visitation center at 
Wahiawa Correctional Center
Children with incarcerated parents suffer lifelong 
consequences from the long period of separation. 
Family visitation centers create a space to build and 
maintain a healthy relationship. Stronger family 
connections are linked to higher levels of success post-
incarceration. Hawaiʻi should establish an accessible, 
child and family friendly visitation center at Wahiawa 
Correctional Center that is operated by community-
based service providers as a pilot project for five (5) 
years.

 Lead: Blueprint for Change

 Trauma-responsive framework 
resolution
Research has shown that prevention of prolonged 
exposure to toxic stress, early intervention, trauma-
specific treatment, and building resilience of children 
and families – which can be promoted through 
trauma-responsive care – can produce better health, 
educational, and community outcomes. As a state, 
Hawaiʻi should adopt a trauma-responsive framework, 
practices, and programs.

 Erin’s Law: Sexual abuse 
prevention education in public 
schools
Mandate sexual abuse prevention education in public 
schools, known as “Erin’s Law”. Hawaiʻi schools lack 
consistent implementation of sexual abuse prevention 
education and has limited resources for training and 
education. In addition, many school teachers and staff 
do not receive sufficient training on talking to students 
about child sexual abuse prevention, the effects of 
child sexual abuse on children, handling sexual abuse 
disclosures, and mandated reporting.

 Lead: Hawaiʻi Youth Services Network

 Expand access to shelters for 
youth experiencing homelessness
Currently, children under the age of 18 are denied 
shelter where an 18-year-old would be granted this 
shelter.  There need to be practical pathways to a safe 
place to sleep in the short-term for children who are 
experiencing alienation from parents or guardians.

 Lead: RYSE

Strengthening Hawaiʻi’s families
All children and families have the support they 
need to thrive.

35
States have passed Erin’s Law

1 in 10
Children will become victims of sexual 
abuse by the time they reach age 18

40%
Children in Hawaiʻi have been exposed 
to traumatic experiences

18
States are implementing trauma-
responsive practices
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 Free/low-cost family planning services
State-Level Title X Backfill and Program Improvement: With the enforcement of federal administration’s “domestic gag 
rule,” PPGNHI and the state of Hawaiʻi will not be able to participate in the Title X family planning funding program. In 
order to ensure that the thousands of patients who relied on this care continue to receive it, we would like legislation 
introduced to appropriate at least $2.4 million in the biannual budget to provide low-income patients with free and/or 
low-cost family planning services across the state.

 Lead: Planned Parenthood Votes Northwest and Hawaiʻi

 Require insurers to cover sexual & reproductive health care services
Expansion of Private Insurance Coverage Requirements: We’ll continue to push back against federal attempts to 
undermine the Affordable Care Act by pursuing legislation that strengthens and expands our state law by requiring 
insurers to cover a wide range of sexual and reproductive health care services, including abortion and vasectomy, with 
no co-pays and on a non-discriminatory basis.

 Lead: Planned Parenthood Votes Northwest and Hawaiʻi

 Increased access to abortion providers
Across the state, women are delayed or unable to access abortion care because of a physician-only requirement in our 
state law and a shortage of abortion providers. We will seek to eliminate this barrier and others by pursuing legislation 
to allow qualified health care providers to provide abortion care and repeal the criminal penalty.

 Lead: Planned Parenthood Votes Northwest and Hawaiʻi

 End the sale of flavored tobacco products
1 in 4 Hawaiʻi high school students are using an e-cigarette. Hawaiʻi has the highest reported vaping rate among 
middle schoolers and the second highest vaping rate among high schoolers in the nation. A bill to end the sale of 
flavored tobacco products, including menthol.

 Lead: Hawaiʻi Public Health Institute

 Diaper stipend for families receiving TANF
Low-income families who receive TANF (Temporary Assistance to Needy Families) and have children in diapers, 
typically have to spend an additional $100/month in diaper expenses. A stipend to cover the full cost of diaper need 
would allow parents to tackle other issues like paying rent and utilities, getting food on the table. Making sure kids 
have clean diapers supports the healthy development of a child.

 Lead: Hawai’i Diaper Bank 

 Funding for education and awareness on the state’s Safe Haven law 
 Lead: Caring for Hawaiʻi Neonates

 Create policy parity between cigarettes and e-cigarettes
Restrict online sales, require taxing, permitting, and licensing.

 Lead: Hawaiʻi Public Health Institute

 Restore adult dental benefits for Medicaid enrollees
If a parent is receiving oral health care, they are more likely to ensure their children receive oral care.

 Lead: Hawaiʻi Public Health Institute

Health and wellness
All children are born healthy, grow healthy, and 
have access to affordable, comprehensive, and 
high-quality care.

#3
Hawaiʻi has the 3rd-highest rate of vape use among high school students

26%
High schoolers use e-cigarettes

$1,200
Typical annual diaper expenses for low-income families
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 Increase transparency and data collection on issues like absenteeism 
and suspension from schools 
 Lead: ACLU of Hawaiʻi

 Eliminate suspensions for young students; reduce suspensions for high 
schoolers
Eliminating suspensions in pre-K, elementary, and middle schools. Capping the number of out-of-school suspension 
days to 6, and no more than 20 days total in a year in high schools. Capping in-school suspension to 10 days a year and 
eliminating ad hoc suspensions

  Lead: ACLU of Hawaiʻi

 Prohibit suspension and expulsion in the public pre-K program
There are alarming statistics for suspension/expulsion rates in public preschools across the nation. Research suggests 
that school expulsion and suspension practices are associated with negative educational and life outcomes. Though 
there have been no suspension/expulsions in the EOEL Public Pre-K Program to our knowledge, EOEL itself requests 
that the State impose a prohibition on the Program as a matter of policy, as other states have done, recognizing that 
any prohibition on suspension and expulsion must be accompanied by professional learning support for educators to 
develop the skills needed to work with challenging behaviors. 

 Lead: Hawaiʻi Early Childhood Advocacy Alliance 

 Stipends for early learning teachers
Helps increase access to quality child care and early learning by addressing the need for a correlated increase in 
the workforce (teachers who have the skills to work with young children, especially those from disadvantaged 
backgrounds and who have experienced trauma). Recognizing that early childhood educators are typically not 
paid their worth and what they are paid is often not a living wage, this initiative proposes to make upfront stipends 
available for tuition & fees across the UH system statewide, for individuals already working in the field to pursue a 
teaching credential in the field of early learning, or a child development associate credential.

 Lead: Hawaiʻi Early Childhood Advocacy Alliance

 Additional funding for Special Education programs in our public schools
 Lead: Hawaiʻi State Teachers Association

 Funding for more air conditioning in our public schools
 Lead: Hawaiʻi State Teachers Association

 Teacher housing initiatives
 Lead: Hawaiʻi State Teachers Association

 Funding for public school facilities
 Lead: Hawaiʻi State Teachers Association

Education
All children have access to high-quality 
childcare, early learning, and education to 
reach their academic potential.

54%
Three- and four-year-olds are not in school

68%
Fourth-graders are not proficient in reading

73%
Eighth-graders are not proficient in math



Organizations
ALICE Policy Hui
ACLU Hawaiʻi
Blueprint for Change
Breastfeeding Hawaiʻi
Caring for Hawaiʻi Neonates
Early Childhood Action Strategy
Epic ‘Ohana, Inc.
Family Hui Hawaiʻi
Family Programs Hawaiʻi
Family Support Hawaiʻi
Hawaiʻi Appleseed Center for Law and Economic Justice
Hawaiʻi Early Childhood Advocacy Alliance
Hawaiʻi Diaper Bank
Hawaiʻi Pacific Health
Hawaiʻi Public Health Institute
Hawaiʻi State PTSA
Hawaiʻi State Teacher’s Association
Hawaiʻi Women in Filmmaking
Hawaiʻi Youth Services Network
Imua Family Services
Midwives Alliance of Hawaiʻi
Parents And Children Together
Parents for Public School Hawaiʻi
People Attentive to Children (PATCH)
Planned Parenthood Votes Northwest and Hawaiʻi
Raise Up Hawaiʻi
The Learning Coalition/HEʻE Coalition
Working Families Coalition
Zonta International

Member list as of January 13, 2020.

 Become a Community 
Champion member
You’ll get exclusive advocacy tools, including custom 
action alerts, bill tracking, briefings on legislative 
hearings, sample testimony, media assistance, 
policy research, breaking news concerning children’s 
issues, explanations of legislative/regulatory activity, 
and more. Membership also includes a strategic 
consultation with HCAN staff and individualized 
meetings with other members.
Sign up at www.hawaii-can.org/communitychampions

 Sign up for free 
legislative action alerts
Anyone interested in children’s issues at the 
Legislature can sign up for action alerts on important 
bills. Your voice is needed — and we make it easy to 
get involved with our simple advocacy tools. You’ll be 
able to keep up with the issues you care about and 
take action with just one click.
Choose your alerts at www.hawaii-can.org/email_pref

 Donate to this 
grassroots movement
We can only advance the important initiatives in this 
Agenda with your support. HCAN is the only nonprofit 
in Hawaiʻi exclusively committed to advocating for 
children. Your gift today will help to address the root 
causes of poverty and inequity and develop these 
crucial public policies to help our keiki.
Donate today at www.hawaii-can.org/donate

Community 
Champion MembersThis grassroots 

movement for Hawaiʻi’s 
children & families 
is made possible by 
people like you. 

Take action today and 
help ensure our keiki 
can thrive!

Individuals
Paula Adams
Ericka Chavez
Elisabeth Chun
Jackie Jackson

Quin Ogawa
David Okumura
Robert Peters
Jeannine Souki

Hawaiʻi Children’s Action Network is a nonprofit building a movement 
to improve the lives of our keiki. Through grassroots engagement, 
coalition-builiding, and research, we advocate for laws and policies that 
ensure Hawaiʻi’s children are healthy, safe, and ready to learn.

Founded in 1997, our mission is to build a unified voice educating and 
advocating for Hawaiʻi’s children. We are honored to be the convenor 
and coordinator of the pro-child organizations, coalitions, and 
individuals who participated in this Agenda.

Get in touch

 info@hawaii-can.org 
 (808) 531-5502 
  @HCAN_HI 
  Hawaiʻi Children’s Action Network

 850 Richards Street 
Suite 201 
Honolulu, HI 06813

 www.hawaii-can.org


