
MEASURE J FACT SHEET 
Election Day is November 6, 2012 
 
While there has been significant progress in the 
quality of our local schools over the past few years, the 
facts remain that many of Oakland’s schools need 
improvement and not every Oakland child has a safe 
school and a well-functioning classroom. 
 
The average age of Oakland schools is 71 years.  
Schools built years ago need significant updating; classrooms are inadequate, roofs need repair, 
plumbing and heating systems are deteriorating, and many classrooms have inadequate lighting, wiring 
and electrical outlets.   
 
With that in mind, on June 27, 2012, the Oakland Unified School District Governing Board voted to 
place Measure J on the November 6, 2012 ballot to seek authorization to upgrade Oakland School 
District school facilities and maintain the quality of our outstanding neighborhood schools. 
 
The official 75-word ballot question reads as follows:  
 
"To improve the quality of Oakland schools and school facilities to better prepare students for college and jobs, 
to upgrade science labs, classrooms, computers and technology, improve student safety and security, repair 
bathrooms, electrical systems, plumbing and sewer lines, improve energy efficiency and earthquake safety, shall 
the Oakland Unified School District be authorized to issue $475 million in bonds, with an independent citizens 
oversight committee and annual audits to guarantee funds are spent properly to benefit Oakland children?" 
 
Measure J will provide: 

• Seismic upgrades of schools and classrooms to reduce danger from earthquakes; 
• Asbestos and lead paint removal; 
• Upgrade science labs, classrooms, computers and technology; 
• Repair bathrooms and unsafe playground areas; 
• Upgrade kitchen facilities to improve nutrition and nutritional education. 

 
All Measure J funds will stay in our community to benefit local children. No money can be taken away 
by the state or used for other purposes.  None of the money will be used to pay for school administrator 
salaries. 
 
Measure J will qualify our community for matching funds. Without Measure J, these funds will go to 
other school districts. 
 
Funds can only be used for programs approved by the voters. Our independent Citizens’ Oversight 
Committee will oversee the expenditures and ensure funds are spent properly.  
 
Good schools are the foundation of a quality community.  Good schools protect property values and 
contribute to our high quality of life.  Maintenance of our school is an investment in our community.   
 
Ballots are mailed the week of October 8, 2012. Election Day is November 6, 2012. The last day to 
register to vote in this election is October 22, 2012.  
 
For information about the campaign on behalf of Measure J, please contact the Friends of Oakland 
Public Schools at FriendsofOaklandPublicSchools@gmail.com.  For unbiased analysis of measures on 
the November 2012 election, please go to www.smartvoter.org.  No Argument Against Measure J was 
filed. 

EVERY CHILD DESERVES A SAFE SCHOOL
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