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Garfield Park Connector
The Connector is a publication of GPNA

located at 334 Burton Street, SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49507
www.gpnagr.org • P: 616-241-2443 • F: 616-241-5768
Building a better community through collaboration, information and services...
July 2013

From your GPNA neighbors

GPNA fundraiser
at the Beltline Bar
July 30, 2013

Meet Our GRPD
Community Officer
Josh Mollan
I recently had the
pleasure to meet Officer
Mollan at our local
McDonald’s to talk about
Nextdoor.com and
explored ways to
communicate with the
our south east quadrant
of GPNA and future
collaboration with
neighbors. So, I had a
couple of questions and
he agreed to be
interviewed.
Q. How long have you been in this position and what is your area?
R. Assigned since October 2012, and patrols from Division to Eastern and Cottage Grove to 28th
street.

The restaurant will
donate 15% of your bill to GPNA
if you present this flyer when
paying your bill between 5-9 pm.

Q. What are drivers suppose to do when they confront a traffic light that is stuck on green to one
street and red on the other, which is not the normal wait time?
R. Obey the lights, do not go through or turn left, when traffic clears, it’s legal to turn to the right
and find alternative ways to get where you need to go. You can call the police dispatch
456-3400 and then they will contact the correct city department.
Q. How can neighbors help you, help us?
R. Call dispatch when ever you see suspicious activity or people around your home. Voice what
you see and report it in, this type of prevention helps us avoid crimes from happening. Many
people come forward afterwards, when we begin to question and canvas the neighborhood to
piece together what happened.

GPNA Calendar

Q. How can people get in contact with you? R. They can email me at: jmollan@grcity.us
Q. How long have you been in GRPD?
R. 16 years, worked vice, road patrol, detective and now community officer. I also work with
Officer Hawkins, who has Division to 131, and Officer Clare, who has the area west of 131.
We collaborate between all areas of GPNA.

July 13

Dumpster Day

August 6

National Night Out

August 16

Community Day
Painting of the Lodge

Q. What other preventive services can you provide our neighbors?
R. We can do training on safety, and along with the Fran and Esther, we can do a home security
surveys. We also work with schools, the Krock Center, and do walk-thru’s. Many kids and
families have the wrong perception of our work, especially when kids only seen one side of us
when we come to their homes. Sometimes even the parents say to the kids, “See there goes
the police, and if your not good, he’s going to take you away”. We know that they are using a
scare tactic. It’s had to turn that perception to the helping and safety profession, so we
continue to engage with everyone in the community.

September 7

Art & Craft Fair

January

Annual Membership
Meeting

Submitted by Jesus M. Solis, your Union/Alger neighbor
G
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GPNA Board Member Steve DeVries
interviews Fran & Esther
Esther Reyes and Fran Dalton are at the center of the solar system
called the Garfield Park Neighborhoods Association. And the
number of things constantly orbiting around them is truly amazing.
Esther has been here for 12 years and Fran for almost 2. We
thought it would be interesting to spend some time talking with them
about their lives and jobs, so Steve sat down with them recently and
conducted this brief interview.
Steve: Esther & Fran, why don’t you tell us one or two things about
yourselves that we might not know….
Fran: I love antiquing and home renovation projects. I just bought a
“primitive” table from the 1860s from an antique dealer in Allegan. I
can’t wait to strip it and refinish it and see what’s under there.
Esther: I was just certified as a foster mom and we look forward to
having a 10 year-old boy join our family in the next week or two. I’m
also very involved with my church. People seem to come to me for
advice a lot, and I enjoy getting to know them and helping as I can.
Steve: I know you hang out here at the Lodge a lot. Do you have
some kind of official title for your work with GettingPNA?
Fran: We’re Crime Prevention Specialists and Neighborhood
Organizers.
Steve: Holy Cow!
Fran: Yeah, we both took 40 hours of training with the Grand Rapids
Police Department. The training was called CPTED - Crime
Prevention through Environmental Design.
Steve: What’s the most important part of your jobs?
Esther: The most important part of my job is problem solving. And
it’s not just the problems that people call in and report, problems like
long grass or abandoned houses. Often I have the opportunity to get
involved with the problems beneath the problems, like seniors who
aren’t able to take care of their property anymore. We’re here to
connect people with challenges like this with others who can help.
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Fran: I think the most important part of my job is helping people to
feel safe and secure where they live. And there are lots of ways that
Esther and I do this: by giving the neighbors a voice in insuring their
safety, by being a listening presence, by identifying resources to
address problems, and by bringing neighbors together to address
neighborhood threats.
Steve: What part of your job do you enjoy the most?
Fran: I love to work with people. I love being able to implement
ideas without going through 20 layers of bureaucracy like I had to in
my former career. I love doing an in-service with new block
captains, and going into schools to talk to preschoolers about being
community helpers, or to High Schoolers about what it means to be
a community.
Esther: I love the fact that every day is different and each day brings
new opportunities for involvement with people. And I love the
“human” part of my work. When there are code violations I enjoy
looking into the problem to see what’s really going on. You can’t
help but get involved with people and their lives and that’s the best
part of the job for me. You can start with a code violation and wind
up with a beautiful “Thank-you” card like this one we just received.
What would you like to say to the community?
Esther: A la parte hispana – ¡Llámenos! Seriously, we can provide
all kinds of help and assistance, but we need to know what’s going
on. I’m here, I speak Spanish, and I want to help you and your
neighborhood in whatever way I can. Whether there are code
violations, dogs off of the leash, trouble with land-lords, or kids
wandering around who aren’t from the neighborhood, call us, we can
help.
Fran: We want the community to know that WE’RE HERE! Esther
gave a shout out to the Hispanic community, and I’d like to give a
shout out to the neighbors north of Burton. Stop by or give us a call.
We can connect our neighborhoods to lots of local resources; we
just need to know what the needs actually are.
Steve: Esther and Fran, thanks for this interview and for all that you
do to make GPNA a great place to live!
Submitted by Steve DeVries, GPNA Board Member

National Night Out • Tuesday, August 6 • 5 pm • FREE!
Meet your local police, fireman and their canine pals at this FREE community event! Try our giant slip & slide, games and
other fun activities, and then stick around to watch “The Great & Powerful Oz” in our amphitheater (127 mins, rated
PG). Popcorn, hot dogs, soda & other concessions will be available for purchase. Plus, local band Signal Trip will be
performing class rock hits throughout the evening!
FREE for everyone!
Outdoor activities begin at 5 PM
Movie shown outside at dusk
http://grkroccenter.org/events/

2

Garfield Park Connector

G

A

Join our online
community
www.gpnagr.org

On Facebook: GPNA GR

R

F

I

E

L

D

P

A

R

K

C

O

N

N

E

C

T

O

R

What does a GPNA membership do for you?
Since the founding of GPNA in 1973, we have received public grants from the City to fund our work in
your neighborhood. GPNA is the second oldest and the second largest neighborhood association in
Grand Rapids. We're a culturally and economically diverse neighborhood, which brings a wide range
of opportunities and challenges in how we can serve you.
GPNA receives Community Development Block Grants for Crime Prevention and Neighborhood
Improvement, which are Federal grants routed through the City Government. Unfortunately, over the
past several years these grants have seen drastic cuts, which compromise our ability to provide
programming and services to our neighbors. This past year we have been forced to leave the
Executive Director position vacant, and had to reduce staff hours and benefits. With the reduced staff
and tight budget we have not published a newsletter for over a year. We have always
relied on neighborhood business and resident annual memberships to supplement grant money as a
way of enhancing GPNA programs and services.
With declining funding from the City your memberships are needed now more than ever. Keep GPNA a
unique and great place to live. Please consider a tax deductible membership donation. Your $25.00
suggested membership contribution will directly fund the staff and programs to keep our neighborhood
a safe and attractive place to live.
These programs include:
• Notifying home owners of code violations outside of their homes, such as un-mowed grass, garbage
or trash not properly disposed of. Over 500 code complaints have been enforced this summer already.
• Removing and painting over graffiti
• Helping elderly residents with removal of items illegally dumped in their yards
• Crime prevention, both through education and working with the police department to report, deter,
and stop crime. Significant arrest have been made this year from GPNA and GRPD working together.
• And many more...
Your membership also goes toward the annual Arts and Crafts Fair, which is celebrating its 40th
anniversary this fall.
If you are not familiar with all that GPNA provides, call or stop in to talk with the staff. Please take a
moment to sign up or renew your membership today through our website www.gpnagr.org or by visiting
the Garfield Park Lodge.
Submitted by D.J. Chivis, Board Member

GPNA 2013 Arts & Craft Fair
Saturday, September 7, 2013 - 9:00am to 4:00pm
Can you believe that GPNA has been doing the Arts and Craft Fair for 40 years? This
year’s fair is on Saturday, September 7 (9AM to 4 PM) and again we will have another
wonderful day of shopping, eating and having a great time. We have a number of new
vendors so be sure to attend the fair this year to see your old favorites and the new
vendors. Vendor listing can be seen on our website at: www.gpnag.org. All vendors are
donating one of their great products for the GPNA silent auction. Please visit our booth
during the fair and place a bid. This is just another way you can help support GPNA. WE
ARE IN NEED OF GROUPS AND INDIVIDUALS TO BE FOOD VENDORS.
Volunteers Needed:
Friday Sept 6: 11 PM – 4 PM marking spots for all vendors, the more volunteers the less
time it will take Saturday Sept. 7: We need volunteers all during the day (6AM-7PM) for
set-up, traffic control, and clean-up. So please, lend your time to support GPNA! You can
volunteer for the entire day or just a few hours, whatever works for you. Call the GPNA
office to lend your support 241-2443, leave a message with either Esther or Fran.
Submitted by Kathleen B. Woudstra
Garfield Park Connector

Board Members
Michael Scholten, President
Steve DeVries, Secretary
Jeremy Griffin, Treasurer
Eddie Acker, Board Member
D.J. Chivis, Board Member

Chris Snyder, Board Member

GPNA Staff
Esther Reyes
SW Neighborhood Organizer
Fran Dalton
SE Neighborhood Organizer

Board Advisors
Larry Dengerink
Tom Reynolds
Jesus M. Solis
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service to begin in August of 2014. The funding to purchase
buses and construct stations comes from $40 million of federal
and state sources. The only local funding for this project
comes from a voter approved property tax collection to fund
the operations (fuel, wages, etc.). This amount will be
approximately $1.2 million annually. This is a victory for the
region in the sense that a relatively modest local contribution
resulted in the leveraging of millions of competitive state and
federal dollars.
For riders that currently travel in the South Division corridor, a
trip from 54th Street to the Medical mile would take
approximately 55-60 minutes, and would require a transfer
from one route to another. When BRT service is in place, that
same trip will take less than 30 minutes. A hassle-free
commute with that speed represents a very competitive
transportation option for workers, shoppers, and commuters of
all kinds from around the region.

Division Avenue Bus Rapid Transit (BRT)
Project – The Rapid
After nearly a decade of planning and public input, The Rapid
has finally started building the first Bus Rapid Transit (BRT)
system in Michigan. Bus Rapid Transit on Division Avenue will
provide a completely new express option for riders along the
corridor from 60th Street to downtown Grand Rapids, including
destinations like St. Mary’s Hospital, Grand Rapids
Community College, the Medical Mile, and DeVos Place.
Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) may be new to Michigan, but it is an
express mode of transit that has been successfully
implemented around the world for decades, and is emerging in
thriving cities and communities throughout the United States.
It has often been called “light rail on wheels” to describe the
speed, convenience, and simplicity of the service. By utilizing
technologies such as pre-paid ticketing, level-boarding, traffic
signal priority, and semi-exclusive lanes, buses can travel
through a corridor with almost the same speed as a light-rail
line. Besides the lack of tracks, the biggest difference is this:
building BRT costs about 1/10 as much as building light rail.
So, not only is it fast, it’s also a fiscally responsible use of
public dollars.
Construction of BRT stations throughout the corridor began in
April. Currently, there are about 15 stations in construction, out
of 33 total. Of those 33 stations, 29 will be completed in 2013,
with the remaining 4 scheduled to be completed in the spring
of 2014. Ten new, alternative-fuel, uniquely branded, 40”
buses will be purchased this year to provide this service, and
they will be delivered in the summer of 2014 in time for
4

In addition to the travel-related advantages, transit investments
like this project have a proven record of catalyzing and
supporting economic development. The Division corridor was
once the hub of economic activity in this region. With the right
public and private partnerships and investments, the Division
Avenue BRT could help make this corridor great again.
To get a taste of what’s to come, simply visit the corner of
Burton and Division, right in the Garfield Park neighborhood, to
see a BRT station that is almost complete. For additional
information, including photos, service details, and a
construction schedule, please visit www.ridetherapid.org/brt.
GPNA would like to thank our many resident members.
Your support is greatly appreciated.
GPNA would also like to thank and acknowledge our business
sponsors. They are committed to our neighborhood, and we
encourage you to support them with your business. Please
view our website for their contact information.
Platinum Sponsors	

5/3 Bank
Gold Sponsors	

Pioneer Construction
Bronze Sponsors	

Alger Hardware & Rental
	

Courtesy Dodge
Standard Sponsors	

Alger Pediatrics
	

Alger Shoe Repair & Dry Cleaning
	

Bernard Schaefer Attorney and Counselor
	

Ken's Fruit Market
	

Monsma Landscape and Maintenance
	

Notions Marketing
	

Robbins Lock Shop

Thank
You!

Garfield Park Connector

