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Allegheny County
GPOAC formed an Issues Working
Group that is tasked with developing
GPOAC positions on a number of local
and regional issues. This work will
eventually become the GPOAC platform and be used to update our candidates' questionnaire, and as a basis for
endorsing candidates, and for talking
points to be included in any outreach. It will set the GPOAC apart from the Democratic Party that controls the vast majority of municipal and county governments in the region.
GPOAC participated in a number of protests and actions including opposition to fracking, opposition to drone warfare
and an end to Israeli aggression and occupation of Palestine.
We are currently involved in the planning for a "March to
End Racist Wars at Home and Abroad" to be held on 19th
of January, MLK Day. This action represents a convergence
of traditional antiwar groups and groups associated with the
recent protests in connection with police brutality.
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GPOAC sent the Mayor of Pittsburgh an open letter recommending he focus on the following:
"We are concerned with how the city builds its economy into one that works for all Pittsburgh residents. We
want to see your administration maximize income from our sports teams which have expected and received
tremendous economic benefit from our labor and property. We want you to make sure that job availability
and city revenues increase from business development in Pittsburgh. In particular, the city government must
end the sprawl of corporations masquerading as non-profits, so as to hide from their property and other tax
obligations.
In terms of public service, cuts in public transportation and support for the poor and people who are homeless in Pittsburgh have only increased. Also growing are publicized incidents between the Pittsburgh Police
and members of the community. We want your administration to fight for increased accessibility and availability of public transportation of all kinds. We want you to increase opportunities and assistance for the
growing rate of displaced persons without homes in our community. Like Seattle, make Pittsburgh a nationwide leader in ensuring that every citizen has a living wage.
There must be increased accountability for Police misbehavior at the managerial level, as well as with the
day-to-day interactions with residents of our neighborhoods.
Finally, we urge you to use the resources at your disposal to work with the Pittsburgh School Disctrict to
reverse the dismantling of Pittsburgh's schools, the destruction of teacher morale, and the bleed to private,
parochial, charter and suburban schools."

Bucks County
Meeting to be scheduled the first quarter of 2015;
watch for an email from Dave. Those interested in receiving more information or attending, contact the
Bucks County Greens: BCPAGreens@Gmail.com Local volunteers, college students and those interested in
helping on State Committees are encouraged to contact
us.
Like the Bucks County GP on Facebook https://www.
facebook.com/bcpagreens

Luzerne County
LCGP is currently trying to encourage some candidates
for this year, but no takers yet. Single payer, VCA,
medical cannabis and fracking are our big issues, regarding the Legislature. Contact contact@GPofPA.org
for LCGP Party contact info.

Lancaster County
Ryan Hazel's campaign for state representative in the 98th PA State Legislative district gave us lots of opportunities to interact with voters and give the Green Party in Lancaster more visibility and purpose. We
will continue to build the Green Party in Lancaster County as an antidote to duopoly corporate controlled
politics. We need citizens to help us be citizen powered, so please join us. We meet monthly on the 3rd
Wednesday of each month, normally in Lancaster City.
See www.lancastergreenparty.org or www.facebook/lancastergreenparty for details. Local News Cont. Page 6
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Green Party calls 2015 "CRomnibus" budget deal:
"Shameful result of corporate-money two-party rule"
“Greens
blastthat
"The
deal shows
budget
language
we
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Senators
and
D.C. marijuana
Representatives
from a
party initiative,
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urge local
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government, police,
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juriesClement
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not to comply”
WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Green Party leaders called the 2015 budget bill a message from the Democratic and
Republican leadership to the public: "Our primary responsibility is to Wall Street and our wealthy corporate
contributors, not to the American people."
"The quest for bipartisanship and desire to hold off a confrontation with GOP extremists has empowered conservative Democrats and slightly less extreme Republicans -- the politicians who are most responsive to the
demands of corporate lobbies. The 'CRomnibus' budget passed by Congress is a blatant exercise in redistribution of wealth to the top One Percent," said Audrey Clement, co-chair of the Green Party of the United States
and a Virginia Green.
"The deal shows that we desperately need Senators and Representatives from a party that accepts no corporate
funding," said Ms. Clement.
Green Party leaders pointed to several provisions in the budget bill that will have serious consequences: $300
million cut from housing assistance for the homeless; $300 million cut from grants to low-income students,
transferred to loan collectors; $5 billion for banks that avoid paying taxes; weakening of campaign finance
limits by allowing political parties to accept ten-times larger individual contributions; more U.S. government
funding for overseas coal plants by blocking the Export-Import Bank and Overseas Private Investment Corporation from using funds in the bill to enforce new restrictions on coal projects.
The $1.1 trillion spending bill repeals part of the Dodd-Frank financial reform act of 2010 known as the Lincoln Amendment, which prohibited big financial firms from gambling on complex securities with federally
insured bank assets like consumer deposits.
"Using taxpayers' money to insure high-risk derivatives trading against loss encourages some of the same
high-risk Wall Street practices that caused the 2008 economic meltdown. It proves that corporate lobbies and
the politicians who serve them don't really care about the free market. Their real goal is to transfer more
money and power to top corporations," said Howard Switzer of the Green Party of Tennessee.
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"That provision was pushed just as oil plunged by $50 a barrel, evidently an act of geopolitical warfare
against Russia," notes Ellen Brown, former Green candidate for California State Treasurer. "The result could
be trillions of dollars in derivatives losses for which taxpayers are now on the hook." (See Ms. Brown's
article "Russian Roulette: Taxpayers Could Be on the Hook for Trillions in Oil Derivatives," Dec. 19 (http://
ellenbrown.com/2014/12/19/russian-roulette-taxpayers-could-be-on-the-hook-for-trillions-in-oilderivatives/).
Greens also sharply criticized Congress for inserting budget language that effectively overturns a local voters'
initiative to overturn marijuana prohibition in the District of Columbia, which passed with a 65% majority,
and said that statehood for D.C. is necessary to end Congress's anti-democratic control over the District's
laws, policies, and finances. The Green Party endorses D.C. statehood in its national platform; the
Democratic and Republican parties do not.
"We urge D.C.'s government, prosecutors, and police force to honor the initiative by not complying with
Congress's bullying decree. They can do so by refusing to arrest and prosecute people for marijuana offenses.
Juries can also refuse to convict on marijuana charges, by invoking the right of jury nullification," said
Darryl! L.C. Moch, co-chair of the Green Party of the United States and member of the D.C. Statehood Green
Party.
Greens called for rapid legislative reversal of the bill's damaging provisions, repeal of the Bush-era tax cuts
for corporations and the wealthy, and a sharp reduction in military spending.
"The budget bill is an inevitable and shameful result of rule by two parties that are sliding steadily to the
right, towards greater plutocracy and less concern for working people and the poor," said Green Party cochair Tamar Yager. "While Democrats compete with Republicans for campaign checks from the wealthy,
they assume they can take the votes of progressives and working Americans for granted. Until this dynamic
changes, the erosion of financial security for middle- and low-income people will continue. This is why we
call the Green Party an imperative."
Greens said that the U.S. political establishment is in danger of moving even further to the right given the
most prominent names among possible frontrunners for the major-party nominations in 2016: Hillary
Clinton, Jeb Bush, Chris Christie.
http://www.gp.org/newsroom/press-releases/details/4/758

Cheri Honkala:
Broke & Blogging
Cheri Honkala has created a blog
Broke & Blogging:
Organizing the New Unsettling Force.
In this blog, Cheri hopes to convey how much you
all are needed in this movement as she shows the
reality of the inhumane horrors low-income families have to endure daily through her words, videos, and pictures.
Subscribe & share today at http://www.cherihonkala.net
All proceeds will go towards the Poor People's Economic Human Rights Campaign
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Candidates Forecast their intent for 2015
Kristin Combs (Endorsed by GPOP)
Philadelphia City Council
I'm hitting the ground running in 2015 with an exploratory campaign for
one of Philadelphia's City Council At Large positions. The people of Philadelphia are tired of politicians that look out for big business and personal
interests. They are ready for a public servant who is dedicated to social and
economic justice. I am public school teacher and committed education and
human rights activist. I have seen first hand the challenges that face Philadelphians. It's time for a candidate focused on Putting People First! If
you'd like to volunteer or contribute to the campaign, please visit

Kristin Combs

www.combs4citycouncil.com & https://www.facebook.com/combs4citycouncil

It's a new year and Philadelphia is ready for change! Will
you help me bring social and economic justice to our city?
Visit my website to get involved, volunteer, or donate!

www.Combs4CityCouncil.com

Glenn C Davis (Seeking Endorsement)
Philadelphia City Commissioner
Glenn listed a few bullet points in a brief interview, “We need to
start to teach people to vote individuals not the party. We need to
teach our youth how to vote and the importance of voting. While
we have JROTC in our public school system, fully funded by the
United States military, that promotes war and terrorism, we have to
teach basic and local political structures (from committee person to
governor). I will bring a fair, independent voice to the City Commissioners Office to ensure that your vote counts.

Glenn C. Davis

Please take a look at my page for more info https://m.facebook.
com/GlennDavisforCityCommissionerPhiladelphiaPa.2015
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Montgomery County
Mont Co GP held meet and greet last September in Jenkintown. Wendy Lee was guest speaker. Mont Co
GP meets on the third Monday of every month.. We will be organizing at Arcadia University this year. In
addition, we agreed to assist Kristin Combs in her City Council run by helping her canvass in NW Philly.
We are currently working on making a new website and developing organizing materials. Mont Co GP
hopes to forge closer relationships with Green locals in neighboring counties. -Special thanks to our supporters, both Greens and sympathetic voters. Your contributions are critical to our organizing here in Montgomery County.

Westminster College Greens
The Campus Green Party at Westminster College in Pennsylvania is working to practice and uphold the
principles of the national Green Party. Students at Westminster who find that these principles resonate
greatly with them therefore want to continue practicing these concepts such as non-violence, ecological
wisdom, etc. within their lives. Furthermore, we seek to inform others about this party and what it stands
for. We hope to reach out to others and encourage more people to join us and commit to Green Party values
as well. We welcome any news or advice from other fellow Green Party members, so if you wish to contact
us please feel free to email me, Selena Dasari (president), at dasass22@wclive.westminster.edu.

Wyoming County
Greens in Wyoming County and the region continue to be engaged in gas extraction issues. We have been
meeting and sharing information with like minded individuals. Zoning, Planning Commissions and County
Commissioner meetings have become contentious as citizen engagement increases. If you are a Green living in the region, contact Jay Sweeney at jnln@epix.net

York County
The York County Green Party will be
meeting on Tuesday, January 20th at 7:00
pm at the First United Methodist Church,
located at 200 E. Middle Street, Hanover,
PA. See the York County Green Party
FB for more information and to RSVP.
Meetings are open and we encourage all
who intend to come to bring one new person. We will be electing officers for 2015
as well as setting our agenda for the year
which will include building the local organization in both York and Adams
Counties.
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Philly Greens Excited by
Prospects in 2015
The City Committee of the Green Party of Philadelphia (GPOP,
www.gpop.org) thanks Glenn Davis for his exciting campaign
for PA House District 190. Glenn Davis, http://davis-gpofpa.
nationbuilder.com/, gave the voters of District 190 a unique alternative to the incumbent. Running on a
marginal budget, Davis was honored to receive the vote of 734 of his neighbors, which was 4.3 percent of
the total.
The Green Party is planning to build upon Davis’ success by running candidates in local Philadelphia elections to be held during 2015. Chris Robinson, a member of the Green Party City Committee, said, “People
who are fed up with the two corporate parties should consider running for office on the Green Party ballot
line. Most voters understand that the Democrats and Republican have no plan to improve our quality of
life. The corporate politicians seem content to keep our children uneducated, they have no desire to reverse
climate change, and they are unconcerned about mass incarceration. Only the Green Party runs candidates
on a platform to improve our culture, our economy and our environment.”
“The Green Party also plans to educate voters and register new Green Party
members during 2015,” said Glenn Davis, who is the chair of the Greens’ City
Committee. “We will spread the word that there is now an independent alternative to the two corporate parties, a Green Party that takes no funding from corporations.”
Hillary Kane, the Green Party’s treasurer, said, “I am looking forward to 2015,
which will be a local election year. We have so many important issues here in
Philadelphia such as public school funding and high poverty. I will be excited
to get behind a Green Party candidate who will shed light on these crucial matters.”
http://www.gpop.org/news/?p=1600

GPOP Approves of
Cancellation of PGW Sale
December 15, 2014
Philadelphia: The City Committee of the Green Party of Philadelphia (GPOP, www.gpop.org) approves of
the cancellation of the sale of the Philadelphia Gas Works (PGW) to UIL Holdings. The Green Party is also
looking forward to a new plan for Philadelphia to become a hub of sustainable energy.
While the headlines read “Nutter faults Council: Clarke blasts mayor,” none of that bickering mattered to
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the GPOP City Committee. The important thing for the Green Party was that a terrible disaster had been
temporarily derailed. In June 2012, the GPOP City Committee took a firm stand against the sale of PGW
saying that “Mayor Michael Nutter has failed to make his case in favor of selling PGW to the highest bidder.” [See: Greens Stand Against Sale of Philadelphia Gas Works (PGW),” June 2012, GPOP Nws Release, http://www.gp.org/press/pr-state.php?ID=523.]
The reasons for Green Party opposition to the sale of PGW were more principled that those of Philadelphia’s City Council. The Green Party has historically stood against privatization, the process of transferring
ownership of a public service or property from the government to a for-profit business or to a non-profit organization.
“PGW is not unique,” said Kristin Combs of Port Richmond, GPOP recording secretary, “Many of Philadelphia’s services, including public schools, risk privatization. The Green Party will work to ensure that
public services are structured to serve the community, not corporations.”
“The Green Party is opposed to privatization of the Philadelphia Prison System, Streets Department and
Water Department,” said Glenn Davis of Haddington, GPOP chair. Generally, the Green Party platform
says that Greens are “firmly opposed to privatization and contracting-out of public services. A government
that works for us would provide critical goods and services that should not be run for profit.”
In 2012, Belinda Davis of Chestnut Hill, then-treasurer of GPOP, warned, “Privatization of basic utilities is
the most egregious example of erring on the side of profit for the few at the expense of the needs of the
many. After the most recent examples of corporate greed and its disastrous effects, why would the city
even think of selling PGW, except as a short-term budgetary fix? This is short-sighted in the extreme, and
the residents of Philadelphia will have to pay for it.”
During 2013, the Green Party joined a coalition of labor unions and consumer, neighborhood and environmental organizations opposed to the privatization of PGW. The Keep PGW Public Coalition maintained a
lobbying presence in the offices of City Council and in the streets of Philadelphia.
It is clear that the Green Party is the only political party with a progressive plan for advancing the economy
of the Delaware Valley and creating living-wage jobs for every
worker. Chris Robinson of Germantown, a member of the GPOP
City Committee, said, “Greens plan to make Philadelphia a hub
for sustainable energy by expanding research and development of
solar, wind and geothermal energy and expanding public transit.
When Greens defeat the two corporate parties, we will reduce the
demand for energy through worker-owned conservation co-ops,
and Philadelphia will become a green city in fact — not just in
name.”
The Green Party of Philadelphia is an independent political party
which stands for ecological wisdom, social justice, grassroots democracy, and non-violence. For more information about the
GPOP, please contact 215-243-7103 and gpop@gpop.org.
http://www.gpop.org/news/?p=1607
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GPPA State Chair—Jay Sweeney
All politics is local and 2015 presents opportunity with the Municipal Election. Auditors, Supervisors, County Commissioners,
City Council seats and more will be put to a vote. There will be many positions that will either be uncontested or have no candidate running at all. If you want to get involved in your local government 2015 is the time. Contact the Green Party of Pennsylvania if you would like to run for office in 2015.
Of course, we will still be working on issues campaign such as gas extraction and ballot access. The
recent decision by New York to ban fracking was a boost to the movement. The Health and Environmental officials in New York stated that the potential health and environmental impacts are too great to
allow fracking. This has been the position of the Green Party of Pennsylvania all along.
We currently have a federal complaint arguing that Pennsylvania election law is unconstitutional and
hope to see that case brought to court in 2015.
If you live in an area impacted by drilling, pipelines or other infrastructure related to gas extraction,
please consider running for supervisor, council or commissioner in 2015.
https://www.facebook.com/gpofpa
The appointment of Senator Michael Folmer to chair the Government
https://www.facebook.com/southeastpagreens
Committee presents the opportunity to improve Pa Election law. Senator https://www.facebook.com/LehighValleyGreens
Folmer plans to hold a hearing on the Voter's Choice Act. We hope
https://www.facebook.com/bcpagreens
Green party members and supporters will attend the hearing.
https://www.facebook.com/GreenPartyOfPhiladelphia
https://www.facebook.com/berksgreenparty
Jay Sweeney
https://www.facebook.com/lancastergreenparty
https://www.facebook.com/lycomingcountygreenparty
Chair—Green Party of Pennsylvania
https://www.facebook.com/centrecountygreenparty
https://www.facebook.com/PennStateGreens
Allegheny County http://on.fb.me/1tXZll1
Delaware County http://on.fb.me/1w8Xcx7
York County http://on.fb.me/1BWlqze

Green Party of the United States http://www.gp.org
• Green candidate database and campaign information: http://www.gp.org/elections.shtml
• News Center http://www.gp.org/newscenter.shtml
• Speakers Bureau http://www.gp.org/speakers
• Ballot Access Page http://www.gp.org/2012/ballot-access.html
• Video Page http://www.gp.org/video/index.php
• Green Papers http://www.greenpapers.net/
• Discussion Forum https://secure.gpus.org/secure/GreenPartyForum
• Google+ http://www.gp.org/google
• Twitter http://twitter.com/GreenPartyUS
• Livestream Channel http://www.livestream.com/greenpartyus
• Facebook page http://www.gp.org/facebook

2014 Green Party election results
http://www.gp.org/newsroom/press-releases/details/4/749
http://www.greenpartywatch.org/2014/11/04/green-party-2014-election-results
http://gp.org/election-wrapup

Green Pages: The official publication of record of
GPUS http://gp.org/greenpages-blog

Green Shadow Cabinet
http://greenshadowcabinet.us

