
Schedule is Subject to Change 

Where: Chester / Philadelphia County 
When: May 30, 2015 
Who: This meeting of the GPPA State Committee is open 
to all Greens from PA, County Delegates and Alternates are required to 
attend. All are welcome. Check www.gpofpa.org for more details. 

Produced by the Media & Communication Committees 

State College, PA 
 

On Saturday, 
March 21, The 
Green Party of 
Pennsylvania held 
it's inaugural 2015 
meeting in State College.  The event was hosted by 
the newly formed Penn State Greens.
 

State Chair Jay Sweeney (Wyoming County) was 
re-elected as was Secretary Hillary Kane 
(Philadelphia).  David Ochmanowicz Jr. (Bucks 
County), Jocolyn Bowser-Bostick (Delaware 
County) and Vivek Ananthan (Philadelphia) will re-
turn to serve as At Large members of the Steering 
Committee.  Tim Gleason was elected Treasurer and 
Sara Warnquist was elected to serve At Large.  
Gleason and Warnquist are  
student members of Penn State Greens.
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The Local Report 
 
Bucks County  
 

Those interested in receiving more information or at-
tending, contact the Bucks County Greens: BCPA-
Greens@Gmail.com  
Local volunteers, college students and those interested 
in helping on State Committees are encouraged to con-
tact us. Like the Bucks County GP on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/bcpagreens 
 
Centre County  
 

In the time period from the Quarterly meeting on March 21st we visited the Election board 
for the some direct information concerning cross filing done by the Republicans and the De-
mocrats in the primary.  We then have been studying the sample primary ballots for potential 
openings. We will be participating in Earth Day Clean up.  Rachael has issues a contest chal-
lenge via Facebook and we shared it- she is asking folks to clean up trash, near where they 
live, and to do a before and after photo.  She will then put their name in for a drawing for a 
$25.00 prize when they submit the photos. We met on Sunday April 19th for an Earth Day 
planning meeting at Webster's Cafe, in State college.  There we discussed the ballot opportu-
nities as well as what we'd do for Earth Day. Contact: centrecountygreenparty@gmail.com 
 

Lancaster County  
 

The Green Party in Lancaster County is an antidote to duopoly corporate controlled politics.  
We need citizens to help us be citizen powered, so please join us.  We meet monthly on the 
3rd Wednesday of each month, normally in Lancaster City. See www.lancastergreenparty.
org or www.facebook/lancastergreenparty for details. 

Local News Cont. Page 7 

"I thank the GPPA State Committee for their support and I look forward to working with 
them in 2015", said Jay Sweeney.  "I especially look forward to working with Tim Gleason 
and Sara Warnquist.  These Penn State Greens are the future of our party."  
 

"I am honored to be chosen as the new treasurer for GPPA and look forward to working 
with the rest of the members of the Steering Committee", said Tim Gleason. 
 

"I'm grateful to have been as a chosen as a part of the Steering Committee and am excited to 
bring a fresh new perspective as a student and specifically as a Penn State Green," said Sara 
Warnquist. 
 

In other business, the State Committee voted to endorse the campaigns of Krisitn Combs for 
Philadelphia City Council and Glenn C. Davis for Philadelphia City Commissioner.      
                                                                    http://www.gpofpa.org/green_party_of_pennsylvania_elects_new_steering_committee 



Pennsylvania Green Party Opposes  
Governor Tom Wolf's regressive tax plan 

Governor Wolf’s tax plan negatively impacts working and low income people in Pennsyl-
vania. Already considered one of the “Terrible Ten” states with the most regressive tax sys-
tems, Wolf’s plan does little to address the problem.  Property tax is a major Pennsylvania 
issue, but Wolf offsets cuts with significant increases in regressive sales and income taxes. 
 

In addition, Wolf proposes cutting corporate taxes by 50%.  Figures from Pennsylvania 
Budget and Policy Center indicate that Wolf’s revenue will be derived mostly from Personal 
Income Tax 41% and sales tax 31% while Corporate Tax will only generate 8% of his 
budget. 
 

Combined reporting, requiring a corporation and all of 
its subsidiaries to file a single tax return, will help gen-
erate lost tax revenue.  Pennsylvania Public Interest Re-
search Group claims Pennsylvania lost $5.2 billion in 
corporate tax revenue last year.  This alone would cover 
Wolf's proposed Property Tax reduction and education 
spending increases. 
 

Counting on long term tax revenue from gas extraction makes no sense. When the process 
ends, so will the revenue. Sustainable funding for education is imperative. 
 

“Governor Wolf should take a more conservative approach. Eliminate corporate tax loop-
holes first. Pennsylvania’s lower income and working people need a break, not to be bro-
ken,” said Jay Sweeney, Chair Green Party of Pennsylvania.
 

"As my Green Party gubernatorial campaign made clear, Tom Corbett and Tom Wolf of-
fered voters a choice between two Republicans.” said Green Party candidate Paul Glover. 
“Governor Wolf is now proposing to cut business taxes while funding schools through 
fracking our water and raising sales taxes including clothing sales.  Ronald Reagan would 
be proud of him." 
 

The Green Party of Pennsylvania is an independent political party that stands in opposition 
to the two corporate parties. The Green Party of Pennsylvania stands for grassroots democ-
racy, social justice, non violence and ecology. 
 

http://www.pennpirg.org/issues/pap/close-corporate-tax-loopholes 
 

http://pennbpc.org/who-pays-pas-tax-system-grows-more-regressive-low-income-pay-highest-share-income-taxes 
 

http://thirdandstate.org/2013/january/pennsylvania-among-terrible-10-most-regressive-tax-states 
 

http://www.gpofpa.org/pennsylvania_green_party_opposes_governor_tom_wolfsregressive_tax_plan 
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Tuesday, April 14, 2015 
 

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Green Party leaders called passage of national anti-discrimination 
legislation that covers sexual orientation and sexual identity a necessary step after recent 
court decisions allowing same-sex marriage, especially in the wake of laws in Indiana and 
Arkansas that uphold a "right" to discriminate against lesbian, gay, bisexual, and trans-
gender Americans. 
 

"The controversy over the right of a business to refuse service to LGBT people because of 
religious beliefs shows the need for a national nondiscrimination act that includes sexual 
orientation and identity among the classes for which discrimination in employment, hous-
ing, public accommodations, and adoption is outlawed," said Green Mayor Jason West of 
New Paltz, N.Y. 
 

"The Green Party has supported marriage equality and protection from discrimination ever 
since the party was founded, long before Democratic leaders decided it was safe to endorse 
same-sex marriage rights. In 28 states, it's still legal to fire LGBTs and deny them services 
at restaurants and other businesses. We hope for a Supreme Court ruling on DeBoer v. Sny-
der that recognizes marriage equality under the 14th Amendment, but true legal equality 
won't exist for same-sex couples or LGBT individuals until a national anti-discrimination 
bill is passed," said Mayor West. 
 

In 2004, Mayor Jason West made national news when he defied state law and risked jail for 
solemnizing 24 same-sex weddings. Mr. West is running for reelection again in a race that 
will be decided on May 5 (http://westformayor.com). 
 

"Refusing to do business with LGBT people should be recognized as an injury to the public 
good as much as refusing to do business with people because of race, ethnicity, religion, or 
sex. If a restaurant declined to serve Jewish or Muslim customers, if a bakery refused to 
bake a wedding cake for an interracial couple, there would be no dispute about legality," 
said Tim Casebolt, California delegate to the Green Party's National Committee and former 
secretary of the Lavender Green Caucus (http://www.lavendergreens.us). 

GPofPA.org 

National anti-discrimination legislation covering sexual orientation 
and identity is necessary to strengthen marriage equality 
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"Businesses and other public accommodations benefit endlessly from services provided by 
our tax dollars, in the form of infrastructure like roads, utilities, fire and police departments, 
and fair business protections. LGBT people pay taxes too and deserve the same rights, 
freedoms, and protections as everyone else," said Mr. Casebolt. 
 
In 2013, the U.S. Senate passed the Employment Non-Discrimination Act (ENDA), which 
only covers employment. The bill, which President Obama supports, has not been passed in 
the U.S. House. Many state and municipal laws against discrimination on the basis of sexual 
orientation and gender identity also cover housing and public accommodations. Such laws 
generally contain exemptions for religious organizations, private membership clubs, and 
personal living spaces. 
 
"The principle behind marriage equality is freedom of kinship -- the right to choose whom 
we love, our partners and our families. A comprehensive national anti-discrimination law 
would clarify existing court decisions regarding marriage equality and encourage more 
favorable rulings. It would invalidate 'right to discriminate' statutes that have been passed in 
states like Indiana. These statues have nothing to do with freedom and everything to do with 
making LGBT people second-class citizens, forcing LGBTs back into the closet, and 
denying desperately needed services to young LGBTs," said Emma Lugo, secretary of the 
Lavender Green Caucus. 
 

See also: 
 

Green Party Platform: Section on Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity 
http://www.gp.org/what-we-believe/our-platform/17-platform/39-ii-social-justice#sexual
 

Employment Non-Discrimination Act of 2013 (Senate Bill 815) 
https://www.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/senate-bill/815 
 

U.S. Supreme Court: DeBoer v. Snyder 
http://www.scotusblog.com/case-files/cases/deboer-v-snyder/  
 

http://www.gp.org/newsroom/press-releases/details/4/796 
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Glenn C Davis  
Philadelphia City Commissioner 

Kristin Combs 

Philadelphia City Council 

GPPA Candidates - 2015 

Glenn C. Davis 

Glenn listed a few bullet points in a brief interview, “We need to start 
to teach people to vote individuals not the party. We need to teach our 
youth how to vote and the importance of voting. While we have 
JROTC in our public school system, fully funded by the United States 
military, that promotes war and terrorism, we have to teach basic and 
local political structures (from committee person to governor). I will 
bring a fair, independent voice to the City Commissioners Office to en-
sure that your vote counts.  
 

Please take a look at my page for more info  

Facebook: Glenn Davis for City Commissioner  

The people of Philadelphia are tired of politicians that look out for big 
business and personal interests. They are ready for a public servant who is 
dedicated to social and economic justice. I am public school teacher and 
committed education and human rights activist. I have seen first hand the 
challenges that face Philadelphians. It's time for a candidate focused on 
Putting People First!  

 

Kristin Combs 

GPofPA.org 

If you'd like to volunteer or contribute to the campaign  
 

Combs4CityCouncil.com  
Facebook: Combs4CityCouncil 
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Luzerne County 
 

LCGP is currently trying to encourage some candidates for this year, 
but no takers yet. Single payer, VCA, medical cannabis and fracking 
are our big issues,  regarding the Legislature. Contact con-
tact@GPofPA.org for LCGP Party contact info. 
 
Philadelphia County 
GPOP is having a "Friend-raiser" BBQ on Sunday, May 17th at 2:00 

PM at the home of Hillary Kane. An informal 
get together to learn more about the Green 
Party, meet people who are active locally in the 
party and meet our candidates. RSVP to 
Hillary at hillary.aisenstein@gmail.com  
 
Westminster College Greens 
 
Join us and commit to Green Party values. We 
welcome any news or advice from other fellow 
Green Party members, so if you wish to con-
tact us please feel free to email me, Selena 
Dasari (president), at dasass22@wclive.
westminster.edu. 
 

Wyoming County 
Greens in Wyoming County and the region 
continue to be engaged in gas extraction issues.  
We have been meeting and sharing information 
with like minded individuals.  Zoning, Plan-
ning Commissions and County Commissioner 
meetings have become contentious as citizen 
engagement increases. If you are a Green liv-
ing in the region, contact Jay Sweeney at 
jnln@epix.net 

Cheri Honkala has created a blog Cheri hopes to convey how much you all 
are needed in this movement as she shows the reality of the inhumane horrors 
low-income families have to endure daily through her words,  videos, and pic-
tures.  Subscribe & share today at http://www.cherihonkala.net 
 

All proceeds will go towards the Poor People's Economic Human Rights Campaign 



Page 8 GPofPA.org 
 

April 22, 2015 marked the 45th anniversary of 
Earth Day.  It was started as a national teach-in to 
raise environmental awareness after the 1969 Santa 
Barbara blow out and 10 day oil spill into the Pacific 
Ocean.  
 

Capitalizing on an actively engaged public who 
spent the previous decade fighting for civil rights 
and opposing the war in Viet Nam, on April 22, 
1970, 20 million people participated in coast to coast 
events.  Ralph Nader, who later ran for President on 
the Green Party ticket, participated in Philadelphia's 
Earth Day events. 
 

This activism and awareness led to the creation of 
the Environmental Protection Agency and passage of 
the Clean Air Act, the Clean Water Act and the Endangered Species act in the 70s under Republican 
administration of president Richard Nixon.  This was the golden age of the environmental movement.   
 

After suffering from oil embargoes and gas rationing earlier in the 70's, president Jimmy Carter deliv-
ered a National Energy Policy speech on April 20, 1977.   
 

The speech outlined a plan to reduce the use of oil and gas through conservation and efficiency of 
automobiles and  to develop renewable sources of energy for sustained economic growth.   Jimmy 
Carter established the weatherization program, placed solar panels on the White House roof to pro-
duce hot water, established the Solar Energy Research Institute to develop photovoltaic solar cells and 
set a goal of 20 percent of energy from renewable sources by 2000.  
 

Despite it's promising beginning, the environmental movement has suffered serious setbacks. Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan's 1981 energy policy plan  stated that our problem's were not as bad as the previ-
ous administration had projected and insisted the free market was sufficient to provide individual 
choices and judgments that will produce the proper balance of supply and demand.   In 1986 President 
Reagan took down the solar panels former president Jimmy Carter had placed on the White House 
roof in 1979 to produce hot water.   
 

More recently, Congress passed the Energy Policy Act of 2005.  There was no place for solar and 
wind.  No place for conservation and efficiency.  Instead, the oil & gas industry were granted immu-
nity form the Clean Water Act and the Safe Drinking Water Act, the “Halliburton loophole”  allowing 
fracking.  Soon thereafter, Pennsylvania was invaded by the shale army.   
 

Over the last 5 years, we have had unprecedented disasters. On April 20, 2010 the BP Deepwater Ho-
rizon explosion and oil spill, the largest marine oil spill in the history of the petroleum industry, 
dwarfing the 10 day Santa Monica oil spill that spawned Earth Day.  This spill flowed unabated for 3 
months, discharging over 200 million gallons of oil. On March 11, 2011, The Fukushima Daiichi nu-
clear disaster resulted in a meltdown and release of nuclear emissions that continue to this day.  

Green Party of PA on Earth Day 
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In March of 2013, an Exxon pipeline rupture spilled 5,000 barrels of oil in Mayflower Arkansas.   
 

On April 9, 2015  Stateimpact Pennsylvania reported the results of a study, in the journal Environ-
mental Health Perspectives, titled “Predictors of Indoor Radon Concentrations in Pennsylvania 1989-
2013.”   Conducted by Researchers from Johns Hopkins University, radon readings were taken from 
860,000 residences and other buildings between 1989 and 2013.  They found that areas where gas ex-
traction was prevalent had a 39% higher radon concentration than areas with no activity.   
 

Dr. Brian Schwartz, a professor in the Department of Environmental Health Sciences at the Johns 
Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health and leader of the study said one “plausible explanation” 
for the elevated levels is the thousands of gas wells drilled in Pennsylvania over the last 10 years.
 

What more evidence do we need to see that our energy policy is taking us down a path of  destruc-
tion?  
 

In one hundred years, communications have evolved from Edison’s cylinders to cell phones that take 
photos and access the worldwide web.  Yet, we rely on 19th century oil, gas and coal for energy.  
Why?
 

It is time to develop a 21st century energy policy that is sustainable and respects the earth.  The Green 
Party of Pennsylvania reiterates the call for a ban on fracking.  It is time to invest in solar, wind, geo-
thermal and incentives homeowners and businesses to do so.  
 

It is time for DEP to live up to it’s mission "to protect Pennsylvania's air, land and water from pollu-
tion and to provide for the health and safety of its citizens through a cleaner environment. We will 
work as partners with individuals, organizations, governments and businesses to prevent pollution and 
restore our natural resources." 

The Green Party played a major role in the NEPA Cannabis rally held in Scranton's Nay Aug Park on 
April 19.  Hundreds of participants showed up on a beautiful spring afternoon to listen to bluegrass 
and reggae music and cheered to speeches.  There was a long line of people all afternoon waiting to 
sign a petition in support of legalization of can-
nabis. 
 

Former Green Party Congressional candidate 
Kurt Shotko warmed up the crowd.  Luzerne 
County Green Party Chairman Carl Romanelli 
fired them up.  Green Party supporter and activ-
ist Vera Scroggins spoke of her struggles to re-
veal the truth about the gas industry activity and 
cover up.  New York's Rob Robertson brought 
the crowd to an ovation talking about his efforts 
in New Paltz, New York which including help-
ing elect Green Party Mayor Jason West. 
 

All in all it was a day of solidarity with friends new and old.                                    By: Jay Sweeney 

PA Greens Join the NEPA Cannabis Rally in Scranton



”Fund schools without property  
tax increase” 

Thursday, April 23, 2015  

The Green Party of Philadelphia (GPOP) objects to Mayor Michael Nutter's budget for Fiscal 2016 because it heaps 
the cost of school services upon poor and working people. Meeting on April 22 at Cavanaugh's Restaurant in Univer-
sity City, Green Party members rejected Nutter's proposed tax increases and urged Philadelphia's City Council to tax 
the wealthy to pay for the public education of future citizens. 
 
In his budget address on March 5, Nutter requested that City Council provide $103 million more for public education. 

GPofPA.org 

Tuesday, March 10, 2015  -  In Philadelphia, PA, the Green Party’s 2012 Vice Presidential candidate is taking a lead-
ing role in public school parents’ challenges to high stakes standardized testing. Cheri Honkala, the parent of a child 
in the Philadelphia public school system, is also the national coordinator of the Poor People’s Economic Human 
Rights Campaign.
 
 

In October, Honkala sent and published a letter to the principal of her son’s school requesting that he receive permis-
sion to opt-out of a number of state-mandated standardized tests. She wrote that “standardized testing is against our 
religious and philosophical beliefs.” Opting out of the tests would “allow [her son] to pursue other educational activi-
ties such as independent reading, book reports, research projects, volunteering in the library, etc.” Several weeks 
later, Honkala and her organization followed up by participating in a forum on standardized testing at Philadelphia 
City Hall. 
 

Recently, organizing and publicity surrounding high stakes testing in Philadelphia has started garnering more atten-
tion. Last week, Honkala participated in a public forum on opting out of the tests. The “Test-In” was put together by 
a coalition of organizations in Philadelphia, including the Caucus of Working Educators, Alliance for Philadelphia 
Public Schools, Teacher Action Group, Philadelphia Student Union, Parents United for Public Education, & Action 
United. The Poor People’s Economic Human Rights Campaign is also part of the coalition. 
 

The Examiner gave some context to the meeting: “The Opt-Out movement is growing in Philadelphia. After parents 
and teachers took a stand against standardized testing at Feltonville School of Arts and Sciences, there has been an 
informational informal meeting about how parents can opt out hosted at the district-wide Home and School Associa-
tion and several articles written about the movement itself. Superintendent Hite just recently gave a statement that the 
School District of Philadelphia will make sure that parents receive information about their opt out options. The na-
tional outcry against testing and the inherent flaws are not limited to Philadelphia or the surrounding suburbs, but are 
evident in New York City and Chicago too. The fear and intimidation surrounding testing can render parents, teach-
ers, and administrators silent and powerless, but now there is another opportunity to be informed of the opt out proc-
ess that is available in Pennsylvania.” 
 

Meanwhile, in a story that Honkala linked on her Facebook profile, the Washington Post is reporting that in nearby 
New York state, 60,000 students opted out of similar testing in 2014. For Honkala and PPEHRC, this is one more in 
a line of fights surrounding public education in Philadelphia. Last year, Honkala was arrested in an act of civil dis-
obedience defending her son’s elementary school from being one of dozens closed by the school district. 
 

More recently, the Green Party of Philadelphia (GPOP, www.gpop.org) has nominated Kristin Combs for City Coun-
cil. Combs is competing against Republicans for one of two seats that must go to a minority party. She is a public 
school teacher and advocate against the ongoing cuts to Philadelphia public schools. Her education platform, which 
is central to her campaign, states that “every school aged child deserves access to a meaningful public education, and 
Philadelphia’s current climate does not allow for this.” Stay tuned for more on Combs’s campaign. 

Cheri Honkala challenges standardized testing in Philadelphia Schools 
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education. Green Party members agree with this request. Chris Robinson, a member of the GPOP City Committee 
from Germantown (Ward 59), said, "For too long, our city and state leaders have starved public education. Mayor 
Nutter should have made this request six years ago. The Green Party has highlighted this problem for many years, 
and we will continue to argue for a larger investment in public education." 
 

While visiting Kensington Health Sciences Academy on April 9, Nutter added some additional criteria for funding an 
increase in public school investment. He said, "Let's cut the phoniness. Let's be serious about educating kids." The 
press reported that Nutter then asked for "concrete, achievable, and annually-recurring plans" to come up with the 
cash. 
 

Nutter would like to pay for this investment with another increase in property tax, which is not supported by the 
Green Party. The Green Party City Committee decided in 2012 that the best way to pay for quality public education 
was to get the money from giant businesses and mega nonprofits. 
 

The Green Party has long opposed the take-backs forced on school employees by a School Reform Commission ap-
pointed by failed-Governor Tom Corbett. The Green Party has also opposed tax increases on poor and working peo-
ple, like the cigarette tax passed by City Council in 2014. 
 

Since 2012, the Green Party has urged City Council and the Mayor to fund an increased investment in public educa-
tion using methods which are concrete, achievable and annually recurring. Any of the following three methods, 
which will tax the wealthy, will meet the criteria of both Mayor Nutter and Green Party members: 
 

CUT THE FREE PASS. City Council should reduce the current 10-year property-tax free pass to just five years. The 
current free pass benefits the new, the few, and the well-to-do, while making long-time residents and businesses pay 
more. 
 

GOOD NEIGHBOR PAYMENTS. Right now, the mega nonprofits (think, Hahnemann University Hospital, the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania, and others) pay no taxes on their profitable property. Since these nonprofits use city services 
(think, police and fire), Mayor Nutter now has a duty to issue an executive order on such payments, which was re-
quested of him by Council on March 26. 
 

USE AND OCCUPANCY (U&O) REFORM. Philadelphia's 2013 AVI reform of real estate taxes shifted $200 mil-
lion dollars away from businesses and onto homeowners. Instead of another property tax increase like the one re-
quested by Nutter, City Council should raise the U&O tax rate on big businesses to restore fairness to the property-
tax code. This change should exempt small businesses. 
 

These three funding methods would allow poor and working citizens to see a better education for their children, 
while having that investment paid for by giant businesses and mega nonprofits that require a better-educated supply 
of labor and customers. 
 

Hillary Kane, treasurer of GPOP from Cedar Park (Ward 46), said, "Education of all children should be one of our 
main responsibilities." Kane, who is also a delegate to the Green Party 
National Committee, points to the Green Party Platform, which says, 
"We must stop disinvestment in education and instead put it at the top of 
our social and economic agenda. Effective schools have sufficient re-
sources. Too many of our teachers are overworked, underpaid, and 
starved of key materials." 
 

The Green Party has also published a proposal for Philadelphia's public 
schools, which describes the structural changes needed to improve public 
education. This document can be found by visiting http://www.gpop.org/
news/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/2012GPOPNewsletterSchools.pdf. 
 

The Green Party is an independent political party founded on the four 
pillars of social justice, nonviolence, grassroots democracy, and ecologi-
cal wisdom. For more information about the Green Party of Philadelphia, 
please telephone 215-243-7103 or email gpop@gpop.org.  
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Green Party of the United States http://www.gp.org 
• Green candidate database and campaign information: http://www.gp.org/elections.shtml 
• News Center http://www.gp.org/newscenter.shtml 
• Speakers Bureau http://www.gp.org/speakers 
• Ballot Access Page http://www.gp.org/2012/ballot-access.html 
• Video Page http://www.gp.org/video/index.php 
• Green Papers http://www.greenpapers.net/ 
• Discussion Forum https://secure.gpus.org/secure/GreenPartyForum 
• Google+ http://www.gp.org/google 
• Twitter http://twitter.com/GreenPartyUS 
• Livestream Channel http://www.livestream.com/greenpartyus 
• Facebook page http://www.gp.org/facebook 
2014 Green Party election results 
http://www.gp.org/newsroom/press-releases/details/4/749 
http://www.greenpartywatch.org/2014/11/04/green-party-2014-election-results 
http://gp.org/election-wrapup 
Green Pages: The official publication of record of 
GPUS http://gp.org/greenpages-blog 

 

Green Shadow Cabinet  
http://greenshadowcabinet.us 

Green Party of Pennsylvania supports  
May Day USA march and rally 
 

May 1, May Day, is an internationally recognized celebration of la-
bor. The date was chosen to commemorate the Haymarket Riot. The 
riot was a result of police action against laborers organized to obtain 
an 8 hour work day and a bomb thrown by one of the protesters.
 

While some countries around the world celebrate May Day as Labor 
Day, efforts to do so in the U.S. have been unsuccessful. The Green 
Party of Pa endorses the May Day USA march, rally and celebration 
in Philadelphia. 
 

"Eighty countries have a public holiday on May Day, but not the 
United States, where the 8 hour work day originated," said Vivek An-
anthan member of both the Green Party of PA Steering Committee 
and the International Committee of the Green Party of the United 
States. Ananthan initiated a proposal, which was unanimously accepted by the May Day Committee, to ask 
Philadelphia City Council to declare May Day a public holiday. 
 

"The Green Party supports a living wage and today’s fight for $15.00 has to rank up there with the fight for 
the 8 hour workday," said Jay Sweeney chair of the Green Party of Pennsylvania. 
 

The Green Party of Pennsylvania is an independent political party that stands in opposition to the two cor-
porate parties. The Green Party of Pennsylvania stands for grassroots democracy, social justice, non vio-
lence and ecology.                                                                            See also https://www.facebook.com/maydayphiladelphia 


