
JOHN CHISHOLM BACKGROUND 

 

I am a career public servant and have served since 2007 as the Milwaukee County District 

Attorney.  Prior to 2007, I spent fourteen years as an assistant district attorney handling some of 

Milwaukee County’s most serious and complex felony cases.  I also served as supervisor of the 

Firearms Enforcement Unit prior to my first election. 

I was born in Milwaukee and raised Waukesha County.  I graduated from Marquette University 

High School, Marquette University, and the University of Wisconsin Law School.  In between 

undergrad and law school, I served as a 1st Lieutenant in the U.S. Army.   

My mission as District Attorney is to keep the citizens of Milwaukee County safe while always 

protecting their civil liberties.  I am dedicated to holding everyone, no matter how wealthy or 

how powerful, accountable for violating our public integrity laws.   

I am a proven leader in criminal justice reform, and have developed a national reputation for 

reducing racial disparities in our criminal justice system.  I work every day to help, not 

incarcerate, the mentally ill and those afflicted with substance abuse disorders.  Under my 

leadership, the DA’s Office uses data-driven, community-informed policies to maintain the 

public trust and prosecute cases at a very high level of competence and skill. 

My progressive reforms in Milwaukee County have helped to drop the number of people in our 

jails and prisons and have steadily dropped the number of African Americans incarcerated in our 

county.  Despite these reforms, my office has managed a 95% conviction rate on homicides and I 

have worked tirelessly to keep dangerous people of the streets. 

It is my job to keep the citizens of Milwaukee County safe, while also respecting them.  I believe 

that the work that I have done over the last ten years merits re-election.  We have made great 

progress, but there is still much to be done.  I am ready to continue to fight to make sure that 

Milwaukee County has a criminal justice system that works for everyone. 


