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1. What is your stance on voucher schools and public education? 
 
Special interests behind the unaccountable private voucher school expansion 
have attempted to turn Milwaukee Public Schools into a failed education 
experiment that defunds our neighborhood public schools, drives up property 
taxes, and has done nothing to boost student achievement. I have been diligently 
working on a plan to ensure that every child across our state - whether they live in 
Milwaukee, Whitefish Bay, or Rhinelander - is valued the same in the eyes of our 
state funding formula. Under the status quo funding formula, if MPS could spend 
as much on its students as Nicolet spends, it would have an additional $626.5 
million annually to spend on educating our children. This is a moral injustice to 
children in Milwaukee, and I am working to correct this inequity - no matter what 
the cost.  
 
2. What are your suggested solutions for gun violence in the central 
city? 
 
A number of solutions I support or have proposed include, but are not limited to, 
the following: expanding the background check system to include all gun sales; 
banning the sale of semi-automatic assault rifles to civilians; prohibiting habitual 
criminals and those with violence misdemeanor convictions from purchasing or 
possessing firearms; creating a mechanism that allows temporary removal of 
guns when individuals are at high risk of harming themselves or others; 
reinstating the 48-hour waiting period for gun purchases.  
 
3. What are your ideas for improving the economy of the central city? 
 
Sadly, in the state of Wisconsin and across the nation, African-Americans are 
disproportionately incarcerated, see more fatalities from the epidemic of gun violence, 
are afforded fewer educational opportunities, and receive significantly fewer quality job 
opportunities than any other demographic. I see these issues as being part of a greater 
systemic failure. Many urban centers in this state, Milwaukee in particular, suffer from a 
lack of state funding for quality education, an historically unjust housing system, and 
skyrocketing incarceration rates for African-American males, all of which add up to a 
severely limited space to succeed.  
 
We must take a bold, comprehensive approach to ensuring the best public education for 
our children, curbing the tragic and senseless epidemic of gun violence, and building 
ladders of opportunity for our neighbors to thrive and succeed in life.  
 
4. Where do you stand on payday lenders? 
 



Payday loans are among the most predatory forms of credit on the market. This 
industry profits off the misfortune of people struggling to get by really 
exacerbates the income inequality because the cost of being poor is much higher 
than the cost of being stable financially. I have fully supported efforts to rein in 
the worst abuses of high-interest lenders and encourage more responsible 
lending practices.  
 

5. How would you reduce incarcerations, i.e. non-violent offenders, 
marijuana arrests, bench warrants and parole violations? 
 
In Wisconsin, we have extremely unfair sentencing for nonviolent and victimless 
crimes, in addition to committing people with severe mental illness to 
correctional facilities. Treatment and rehabilitation alternatives and diversions 
have proven to be a more effective means of dealing with this type of “offender” 
and needs to be expanded in the state.  
 
 

6. As a potential leader in your district, what are your ideas for 
reducing street crime? 
 
I believe providing opportunities for education and economic prosperity is at the 
foundation of reducing crime, but there are so many circumstances that make 
learning more of a task in many communities. Not enough young people are 
exposed to positive examples, and lack real life role models who have made it 
starting from similar circumstances. Over generations this is an issue that is 
compiled and only gets worse. The root cause is poverty. My pro-active solution is 
to get training programs and real work experience for people who are able to 
work and provide a well-rounded and relevant education for students who may 
not receive it in low-income communities.   
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