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Executive Summary 
Concern: 

•  The proportion of respondents that are concerned about the natural environment in Southern Ontario has 
been declining since 2007 – but, in 2013, the level of concern remains unchanged from 2011 (83%), with 
34% stating they are very concerned and 50% stating they are somewhat concerned.  

•  Top concerns about the environment include water pollution/quality (36%), air pollution/emissions (32%), 
pollution in general (18%), global warming/climate change (13%) and garbage/not enough recycling (11%). 

•  Concern about pollution in general and global warming/climate change have been steadily increasing since 
2009, while concern about garbage/not enough recycling has been steadily decreasing since 2009. 

 
Awareness: 

•  Overall awareness of the Greenbelt or related initiatives continues to increase from 2005. Three-quarters 
(76%) have heard of the Greenbelt or related initiatives, with 7% having unaided awareness and 70% having 
aided awareness.  

•  Unaided awareness has returned to the level seen in 2010, while aided awareness has increased to the 
highest level to date.  

 
Familiarity: 

•  One-third (35%) say they are very familiar (7%) or somewhat familiar (29%) with the objectives and benefits 
of the Greenbelt. 
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Executive Summary 
Support: 

•  Initial overall support of the Greenbelt remains essentially unchanged from 2011. Over six in ten (63%) say 
they completely support (29%) or somewhat support (34%) the Greenbelt. The proportion that completely 
support the Greenbelt initiative is up from 25% in 2011 and is the highest proportion to date. 

•  Support for the Greenbelt jumps significantly after hearing the preamble, with 93% now completely (61%) or 
somewhat (32%) supporting it, compared to 63% who supported it before hearing the preamble. 

•  Significant support exists for each of the stated goals and benefits of the Greenbelt. However, the largest 
proportion say that protecting the natural water systems that support clean water (99%) is an important 
benefit of the Greenbelt. Four in ten (39%) say this benefit is the most important benefit of the Greenbelt to 
them personally. 

 
Support for Mandate: 

•  Overall agreement with each of the statements relating to the contribution, growth and protection of the 
Greenbelt remains on par with that of 2011, with just a one-point drop in the proportion agreeing that the 
Greenbelt is one of the most important contributions of our generation to the future of Ontario (90% vs. 
91%) and the proportion agreeing that governments should provide more incentives for public institutions to 
serve locally grown food (87% vs. 88%). 

•  Three-quarters (74%) feel it is very important to continue to grow Ontario’s Greenbelt, and a majority (64%) 
say they would be somewhat less likely (31%) or much less likely (33%) to vote for their chosen political 
party if it were to reduce or eliminate protection for the Greenbelt. 
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Executive Summary 
Local Foods: 

•  Overwhelming majorities agree with all the benefits of locally grown food, except that it is cheaper (49%, 
down from 55% in 2011). 

•  Respondents are most likely to agree that locally grown food supports local farmers (98%), supports the local 
economy (96%), is fresher (95%), preserves farmland (95%) and tastes better (92%). 

•  Significant increases since 2011 have been among those agreeing that locally grown food tastes better (92% 
vs. 85%), is becoming easier to find/buy (75% vs. 71%) and is environmentally friendly (89% vs. 86%). 
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Methodology 

Methodology: 
•  A total of 825 interviews were conducted by telephone between September 12 and 

October 20, 2013. A sample of this size can be considered accurate to within +/-3.4 
percentage points, 19 times out of 20. A disproportionate sample was employed, 
with Toronto being undersampled and other regions oversampled. The breakdown of 
the sample plan appears below: 

 

Region:  Sample  
Size 

Target  
Urban 

Target  
Rural 

Toronto (416) 200 200 0 

York 103 95 8 

Durham 90 78 12 

Peel 113 105 8 

Halton 113 105 8 

Hamilton 93 85 8 

Niagara 113 105 8 

TOTAL 825 773 52 
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Reporting Framework: 

•  Results in this report are analyzed by unweighted data, highlighting key 
differences by respondent demographics and awareness of the Greenbelt. 

•  Consistently, for multi-item scales using 4-point agreement scales, few top 
2-box differences (e.g., strongly agree + somewhat agree) were seen 
across most categories of respondents.  

•  To help the Friends of the Greenbelt Foundation better understand where 
support and interest is strongest, this report focuses on the differences 
among the top-box respondents (e.g., strongly agree). Users should 
remember that total agreement would include the second-box 
respondents as well.  

 

 

 

 

 

•  In most charts, the “Don’t know” responses are generally suppressed, 
unless they account for more than 10% of responses. 

•  There may be some numerical discrepancies in netted calculations as a 
result of rounding.  

Reporting & Analysis 

Strongly agree 
Somewhat agree 
Somewhat disagree 
Strongly disagree 

Top Box Top-2 Box 
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Gender:  
Male 41% 45% 48% 
Female 59% 55% 52% 

Age:  
18-29 10% 4% 20% 
30-49 26% 28% 38% 
50+ 64% 66% 42% 

Marital: 
Single 14% 20% 21% 
Married/tog 65% 56% 59% 
Widowed 9% 11% 7% 
Sep./div. 9% 11% 9% 

Children: 
None 67% 66% 64% 
One 12% 14% 12% 
Two  15% 12% 13% 
Three + 5% 6% 8% 

Demographic Profiles: 

Greenbelt 
2011 

Typical Ont. 
Sample 

As in prior waves, the Greenbelt sample differs from a typical Ontario-wide sample in that: 

•  Respondents are somewhat older 

•  Their education and household incomes are higher 

Greenbelt 
2013 

Typical Ont. 
Sample 

Greenbelt 
2011 

Greenbelt 
2013 

Education: 
HS/less 23% 24% 39% 
College/voc. 25% 25% 28% 
University 31% 32% 19% 
Post-grad 19% 17% 12% 

HH Income: 
<$40,000 18% 22% 28% 
$40-$60K 12% 14% 15% 
$60-$80K 13% 10% 16% 
$80K+ 35% 27% 19% 
Refused 22% 22% 11% 

Born in: 
Ontario 57% 58% N/A 
Oth. Prov. 12% 10% N/A 
Outside Cda 30% 31% N/A 
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Summary Findings 
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 How concerned are you with the state of the natural environment in Ontario? 

Findings: 
•  The proportion who are concerned about the environment 

remains unchanged from 2011 (83%), with 34% stating they 
are very concerned and 50% being somewhat concerned. 

Key Differences: 

•  Those more likely to be very concerned include: 

•  Women more than men (38% vs. 27%) 

•  Those without children more than those with children 
(36% vs. 28%) 

•  Those with a post-graduate education (42%) more 
than those with high school or less (30%), or a 
university education (31%) 

•  Those with a household income of less than $40,000 
more than those earning $80,001 or more (41% vs. 
30%)  

•  Those who are familiar with the objectives of the 
Greenbelt more than those who are not familiar (42% 
vs. 29%) 

•  Those who completely support the Greenbelt after 
hearing the preamble (41%) are more likely than 
those who somewhat support (24%) and oppose it 
(18%)  

34%33%38%40%47%42%

50%50%
49%48%

45%
47%

13%12%9%8%6%8%

Oct	  2013Jun	  2011Jun	  2010Feb	  2009Jul	  2007Dec	  2005

Concern for the environment remains 
unchanged from 2011 

Net: 89% 92% 89% 87% 83% 83% 
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What, if anything, about the environment are you most concerned about? Verbatims coded  

Findings: 

•  Top concerns about the environment include water 
pollution/quality (36%), air pollution/emissions (32%), 
pollution in general (18%), global warming/ climate change 
(13%) and garbage/not enough recycling (11%). 

•  Concern about pollution in general and global warming/ 
climate change have been steadily increasing since 2009, 
while concern about garbage/not enough recycling has 
been steadily decreasing since 2009. 

Key Differences: 

•  Women are more likely than men to be concerned about 
pollution in general (20% vs. 14%), garbage/not enough 
recycling (14% vs. 6%) and urban sprawl (9% vs. 5%). 

•  Those aged 50 and over (36%) are the most likely to be 
concerned about air pollution/emissions. 

•  Those with high school or less education (3%) are the least 
likely to be concerned about natural resources preservation. 

•  Those who are very concerned about the environment are 
among the most likely to cite water pollution/quality (40%), 
air pollution/emissions (38%), pollution in general (23%), 
global warming/climate change (16%), garbage/not enough 
recycling (15%), natural resource preservation (14%), 
wildlife/habitat (11%) and deforestation (6%) as concerns. 

•  Those familiar with the objectives of the Greenbelt are more 
likely than those who are not familiar to cite water 
pollution/quality as a concern (42% vs. 33%). 

Water pollution and quality is the top environmental concern , while concern about air 
pollution continues to steadily decline 

36% 

32% 

18% 

13% 

11% 

10% 

8% 

7% 

5% 

9% 

4% 

29% 

36% 

14% 

11% 

13% 

11% 

5% 

6% 

4% 

5% 

8% 

2013 

2011 

Water pollution/quality 

Air pollution/emissions 

Pollution (general) 

Global warming/climate 
change 

Garbage/not enough 
recycling 

Natural resource 
preservation 

Urban sprawl 

Wildlife/habitat 

Deforestation 

None/nothing 

Don’t know 

2013 
2011 
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Awareness of the Greenbelt 
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What program, initiatives or government acts have you heard of, if any, that will protect the natural 
environment in rural or agricultural spaces of land in Ontario?  

Findings: 
•  Top programs, initiatives or government acts 

respondents have top of mind awareness of include 
the Greenbelt (7%), the Oak Ridges Moraine (3%), 
green space/forest/park conservation (2%) and 
windmills/turbine/wind farm programs (2%).  

•  However, three quarters of respondents (77%) say 
they know of none (61%) or are not sure (16%). 

 

Key Differences: 

•  Those more likely to cite the Greenbelt program 
include those aged 30-49 (11%), post-graduates 
(17%), those with household incomes of $80,001 or 
more (11%), and those who are familiar with the 
objectives of the Greenbelt (14%). 

•  Those more likely to cite Oak Ridges Moraine, 
include those aged 30-49 (6%), those with a 
household income of $80,001 or more (4%), and 
those living in York/Durham (8%). 

•  Those aged 50 and older (63%), those with high 
school or less (68%), college (64%) or university 
(60%) education, those living in urban areas (62%) 
and those not familiar with the Greenbelt’s 
objectives (64%) are more likely to say they know of 
none. 

A majority are unsure or have no awareness of these programs 

7% 

3% 

2% 

2% 

1% 

1% 

1% 

1% 

1% 

1% 

1% 

1% 

1% 

1% 

1% 

61% 

16% 

Greenbelt program 

Oak Ridges Moraine 

Green space/forest/park conservation 

Windmills/turbine/wind farm programs 

Water/marine/lake protection 

Plastic bag fee 

Alternative energy sources 

Rouge River Park 

Energy conservation 

Environmental Farm Plan 

Drive Clean 

Environmental Protection Act 

Chemical/herbicide/pesticide ban 

Wildlife conservation 

Niagara Escarpment 

None/nothing 

Don’t know 
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Findings: 

•  Overall, three-quarters (76%) have heard of the 
Greenbelt or related initiatives, with 7% having 
unaided awareness and 70% having aided 
awareness.  

•  Unaided awareness has returned to the level seen in 
2010, while aided awareness has increased to the 
highest level to date.  

 
Key Differences: 

•  Those more likely to have unaided awareness of the 
Greenbelt or related initiatives, include those aged 
30-49 (11%), those with children (10%), those with 
post-graduate education (17%) and those familiar 
with the Greenbelt’s objectives (14%). 

•  Those aged 50 and over are more likely to have 
aided awareness than those aged 30-49 (74% vs. 
60%). Those without children (74%) and those 
familiar with the Greenbelt’s objectives (81%) also 
have higher aided awareness. 

•  Those most likely to have no awareness include those 
aged 18-29 (33%) and 30-49 (29%), those with 
children (30%), those with household incomes of less 
than $40,000 (37%), those living in urban areas 
(24%) and those who are not familiar with the 
Greenbelt’s objectives (33%). 

7%5%7%9%8%10%

70%
66%67%65%

55%
59%

Oct 2013Jun 2011Jun 2010Feb 2009Jul 2007Dec 2005

Aided

Unaided

Before today, have you ever heard of the Greenbelt, the Greenbelt Plan or the Greenbelt Act in Ontario? 

Net: 69% 63% 74% 74% 71% 

Three-quarters have either aided or unaided awareness of the Greenbelt 

76% 
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Salience of The Greenbelt 
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 How familiar would you say you are with the objectives and benefits of the Greenbelt? 

Findings: 

•  One-third (35%) say they are very familiar (7%) or 
somewhat familiar (29%) with the objectives and 
benefits of the Greenbelt. 

•  Similar proportions say they are not very familiar 
(31%) or not at all familiar (33%) with the 
objectives and benefits of the Greenbelt. 

Key Differences: 

•  Those more likely to say they are familiar with the 
objectives and benefits of the Greenbelt include: 

•  Men more than women (40% vs. 32%) 

•  Those aged 50 and over more than those 
aged 30-49 (39% vs. 28%) 

•  Those with post-graduate education (47%) 

•  Those living in rural areas (54%) 

One-third say they are familiar with the objectives and benefits of the Greenbelt 

7% 

29% 

31% 

33% 

Very familiar 

Somewhat familiar 

Not very familiar 

Not at all familiar 

Net:  
Familiar  

35% 

Note: This question has changed from previous years, no year-over-year comparisons can be made 
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29%25%26%23%27%23%

34%37%40%41%40%41%

4%3%
4%3%4%5%

3%2%
2%2%3%2%

30%33%29%30%27%29%

Oct 2013Jun 2011Jun 2010Feb 2009Jul 2007Dec 2005

Don't know
Completely oppose
Somewhat oppose
Somewhat support
Completely support

Based on what you know of the Greenbelt right now, do you completely support, somewhat support, 
somewhat oppose or completely oppose the Greenbelt initiative? 

Net: 64% 66% 64% 67% 62% 

Findings: 

•  Over six in ten (63%) say they completely support (29%) or 
somewhat support (34%) the Greenbelt. 

•  While the overall level of support remains essentially 
unchanged, the proportion that completely support the 
Greenbelt initiative has increased to 29%, up from 25% in 2011. 

 
Key Differences: 

•  Initial support is higher among: 

•  Those aged 50 and over (67%) 

•  Those with university (67%) and post-graduate (69%) 
education more than those with college education (57%) 

•  Those very concerned with the environment more than 
those not concerned (69% vs. 54%) 

•  Those familiar with the objectives of the Greenbelt (88%) 

Support remains essentially unchanged from 2011  

63% 
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READ: The Greenbelt was created to permanently protect about 1.8 
million acres of environmentally sensitive and agricultural land 
surrounding Toronto. Covering an area larger than Prince Edward Island, 
the Greenbelt stretches from Niagara Falls around the Golden Horseshoe 
as far north as Tobermory and southern Lake Simcoe, and extends 
almost to Peterborough in the east. It includes the Niagara Escarpment, 
the Oak Ridges Moraine and the Rouge River.  

 Land within the Greenbelt will be protected from future urban 
development and sprawl. For urban communities within the Greenbelt 
Plan, substantial areas have been set aside to enable municipalities to 
accommodate growth over the long term.  

The following pre-amble was read to respondents prior to the next question: 
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61%57%58%54%57%57%

32%34%32%39%36%35%

4%3%4%3%4%4%

Oct 2013Jun 2011Jun 2010Feb 2009Jul 2007Dec 2005

Don't know
Completely oppose
Somewhat oppose
Somewhat support
Completely support

Net: 91% 90% 93% 93% 91% 

Findings: 

•  Support for the Greenbelt jumps significantly after hearing the 
preamble, with 93% completely (61%) or somewhat (32%) 
supporting it, compared to 63% who supported it before 
hearing the preamble. 

•  Only 5% oppose the Greenbelt initiative. 

Key Differences: 

•  Those more likely to completely support the Greenbelt after 
hearing the preamble are: 

•  Women more than men (65% vs. 55%) 

•  Those with university (64%) or post-graduate (66) 
education more than those with high school or less 
(54%) 

•  Those with household incomes of $40,001 to $60,000 
(73%) more than those with incomes of less than 
$40,000 (58%) and $80,001 or more (60%) 

•  Those living in urban areas (62%) 

•  Those who are very concerned (73%) about the 
environment 

•  Those who completely supported (86%) the Greenbelt 
initially 

Based on this description, do you completely support, somewhat support, somewhat oppose or completely 
oppose the Greenbelt initiative?  

Support increases significantly after hearing the preamble, and has returned to the level 
found in 2009 and 2010 

93% 
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% 

    

Total 

Completely 
support 

Somewhat 
support 

Somewhat 
oppose 

Completely 
oppose Don't know 

100 29 34 4 3 30 

Completely support 61 86 49 15 38 58 

Somewhat support 32 11 47 30 29 36 

Somewhat oppose 4 1 4 39 10 2 

Completely oppose 1 - <1 12 19 1 

Don't know 2 2 - 3 5 3 

+49% +45% +67% +94% Increased  
support 

Findings: 
•  As in prior years, most of those who initially opposed or had softer support for the Greenbelt greatly increased their 

level of support after hearing about the Greenbelt in greater detail: 

•  Among those who somewhat supported the Greenbelt initiative, half (49%) now completely support it. 

•  Among those who somewhat opposed the Greenbelt initiative initially, 45% now support it, and among those 
who completely opposed it initially, 67% now support it.  

•  Among those who initially could not say if they supported or opposed the Greenbelt initiative, 94% say they 
support if after hearing the preamble. 

Initial Support 

Subsequent  
Support 

Based on this description, do you completely support, somewhat support, somewhat oppose or completely 
oppose the Greenbelt initiative?  
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Attitudes Toward the Greenbelt 



 Fall 2013 Greenbelt Survey      21 

Please indicate whether each of the following goals or benefits of the Greenbelt is important to you…  

Findings: 

•  Significant support exists for each of the stated goals 
and benefits of the Greenbelt. Nearly all say 
protecting the natural water systems that support 
clean water (99%) and preserving agricultural lands 
and green spaces that support clean air (97%) are 
important to them. 

 
Key Differences: 

•  Women are more likely than men to say ensuring a 
local food source (99% vs. 93%), protecting outdoor 
recreational spaces (97% vs. 93%), the creation of a 
single, continuous protected green space (97% vs. 
91%), limiting urban sprawl (93% vs. 85%) and 
providing job opportunities through tourism (89% vs. 
82%) are important to them. 

•  Those aged 30-49 (89%), and 50 and older (92%) 
are more likely than those aged 18-29 (79%) to say 
limiting urban sprawl is important to them. 

•  Those who are very concerned about the 
environment are more likely to say preserving 
agricultural land and green spaces (99%), ensuring a 
local food source (99%), protecting outdoor 
recreational spaces (97%), the creation of a single, 
continuous protected green space (97%) and limiting 
urban sprawl (95%) are important to them. 

•  Those living in rural areas are more likely than those 
in urban areas to say ensuring a local food source is 
important (100% vs. 96%). 

Large majorities say the goals and benefits of the Greenbelt are important to them 

95% 

87% 

84% 

68% 

64% 

58% 

45% 

4% 

11% 

13% 

28% 

31% 

41% 

Very important Somewhat important 

99% 

97% 

96% 

95% 

94% 

90% 

86% 

Net:  
Important 

32% 

Protecting the natural water 
systems that support clean water 

Preserving agricultural lands and 
green spaces that support clean air  

Ensuring we have a local source for 
food 

Protecting outdoor recreational 
spaces to promote active lifestyles  

The creation of a single, continuous 
protected green space surrounding 

urban areas 

Limiting urban sprawl 

Providing job opportunities through 
tourism 

Note: This question has changed from previous years, no year-over-year comparisons can be made 
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For you personally, which of the following is the most important benefit of the Greenbelt?  

Findings: 

•  Four in ten (39%) say protecting the natural water 
systems that support clean water is the most important 
benefit of the Greenbelt to them. 

•  Preserving agricultural lands and green spaces that 
support clean air (23%), and ensuring we have a local 
source for food (13%) are also mentioned as the most 
important benefits of the Greenbelt. 

Key Differences: 

•  Those with high school or less (19%) or college education 
(17%) are more likely than those with university (9%) or 
post-graduate (8%) education to say ensuring a local food 
source is the most important benefit of the Greenbelt.  

•  Those more likely to cite protecting the natural water 
systems that support clean water as the most important 
Greenbelt benefit include those living in rural areas more 
than those living in urban areas (56% vs. 37%) and those 
who are very concerned (40%) or somewhat concerned 
(41%) about the environment more than those who are 
not concerned (28%) 

Protecting the natural water systems that support clean water is the most important 
benefit of the Greenbelt 

39% 

23% 

13% 

8% 

8% 

4% 

1% 

4% 

Note: This question has changed from previous years, no year-over-year comparisons can be made 

Protecting the natural water 
systems that support clean 

water 

Preserving agricultural lands and 
green spaces that support clean 

air 

Ensuring we have a local source 
for food 

Limiting urban sprawl 

The creation of a single, 
continuous protected green 

space surrounding urban areas 

Protecting outdoor recreational 
spaces to promote active 

lifestyles 

Providing job opportunities 
through tourism 

DK/NA 
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51%47%52%
45%

56%
47%

38%41%38%
42%

36%
45%

7%7%7%10%6%7%

Oct 2013Jun 2011Jun 2010Feb 2009Jul 2007Dec 2005

You are opposed to it
You have no attachment to it
Is nice to have, not critical
Is extremely important

Net: 88% 90% 87% 92% 88% 

Is the Greenbelt something that …?  
 i) is extremely important to you personally    
 ii) is nice to have and know is there 
 iii) you really have no attachment to and no opinion about 
 iv) you are opposed to  

 
 
Findings: 

•  Half of respondents (51%) say the Greenbelt is extremely 
important to them personally, with a further 38% saying it is nice 
to have and know is there. 

•  The proportion that say they have no attachment to the 
Greenbelt (7%) remains unchanged since 2010. 

 
Key Differences: 

•  Women are more likely than men to say the Greenbelt is 
extremely important to them personally (54% vs. 46%), while 
men are more likely than women to say they have no attachment 
to it (11% vs. 4%). 

•  Those aged 30-49 (49%), and 50 and older (54%) are more 
likely than those aged 18-29 (35%) to say the Greenbelt is 
extremely important to them personally. 

•  Those with high school or less education (37%), and those with 
household incomes of less than $40,000 (40%) are the least 
likely to say the Greenbelt is extremely important to them 
personally. 

Personal attachment to the Greenbelt remains high 

89% 
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Please indicate whether you completely agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree or completely disagree… 

Oct 13 

Jun 11 

June 11 

The Greenbelt is one  
of the most important 

contributions of our 
generation to the 
future of Ontario 

The lands covered by the 
Greenbelt should be 
protected from the 

expansion or construction 
of new highways 

Urban growth can be  
accommodated by making 

more efficient use of existing 
lands rather than allowing 

encroachment on the 
Greenbelt lands 

Oct 13 

Jun 11 

Governments should provide 
incentives for schools, 

hospitals and other public 
institutions to purchase and 

serve locally grown food 

Oct 13 

Oct 13 

Oct 13 

As an Ontarian, the  
Greenbelt is a source 

of pride to me*  

61%

61%

52%

51%

53%

56%

59%

52%

56%

31%

31%

38%

40%

37%

31%

29%

34%

30%

Completely agree
Somewhat agree

92% 

92% 

90% 

91% 

90% 

87% 

88% 

86% 

86% 

Jun 11 

Jun 11 

Findings: 

•  Majorities of respondents completely agree 
with each of the statements, including that 
the Greenbelt is a source of pride to them 
(53%) – a statement that is new to the 
2013 survey. 

•  Overall agreement remains similar to 2011, 
with just a one-point drop in the proportion 
agreeing that the Greenbelt is one of the 
most important contributions of our 
generation to the future of Ontario (90% vs. 
91%) and the proportion agreeing that 
governments should provide more 
incentives for public institutions to serve 
locally grown food (87% vs. 88%). 

Key Differences: 

•  Women are more likely than men to agree 
to all statements. 

•  Those with high school or less or college 
level education are more likely than those 
with university education to say the 
Greenbelt is one of the most important 
contributions of our generation to the future 
of Ontario (93%, 93% vs. 87%), and to say 
governments should provide more 
incentives for public institutions to serve 
locally grown food (92%, 92% vs. 83%). 

+0% 

 
 

-1% 

 
 

 
 
 

-1% 
 
 
 

+0% 

Majorities completely agree with all statements 

* Note: New dimension in 2013 

Net:  
Important Chg. 
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Please indicate whether you completely agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree or completely disagree… 

Oct 13 

Jun 11 

June 11 

The Greenbelt is one  
of the most important 

contributions of our 
generation to the 
future of Ontario 

The lands covered by the 
Greenbelt should be 
protected from the 

expansion or construction 
of new highways 

Urban growth can be  
accommodated by making 

more efficient use of existing 
lands rather than allowing 

encroachment on the 
Greenbelt lands 

Oct 13 

Jun 11 

Governments should provide 
incentives for schools, 

hospitals and other public 
institutions to purchase and 

serve locally grown food 

Oct 13 

Oct 13 

Oct 13 

As an Ontarian, the  
Greenbelt is a source 

of pride to me*  

61%

61%

52%

51%

53%

56%

59%

52%

56%

31%

31%

38%

40%

37%

31%

29%

34%

30%

Completely agree
Somewhat agree

92% 

92% 

90% 

91% 

90% 

87% 

88% 

86% 

86% 

Jun 11 

Jun 11 

Key Differences (…continued): 

•  Those who completely support the 
Greenbelt – initially and after hearing the 
preamble – are the most likely to say 
urban growth can be accommodated by 
making more efficient use of existing 
lands rather than allowing encroachment 
on the Greenbelt lands (95%) and say 
The Greenbelt is one of the most 
important contributions of our generation 
to the future of Ontario (96%). 

 

+0% 

 
 

-1% 

 
 

 
 
 

-1% 
 
 
 

+0% 

* Note: New dimension in 2013 

Net:  
Important Chg. 
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Findings: 

•  Of the majority (95%) who feel it is important to grow 
Ontario’s Greenbelt, three-quarters (74%) feel it is very 
important to continue to grow Ontario’s Greenbelt, and 
a further 21% feel it is somewhat important. 

 
Key Differences: 

•  Those more likely to feel it is very important to continue 
to grow Ontario’s Greenbelt include: 

•  Women more than men (81% vs. 64%) 

•  Those aged 50 and older more than those aged 
30-49 (77% vs. 67%) 

•  Those with household incomes of $40,001 to 
$60,000 (82%) more than those with incomes of 
$60,001 to $80,000 (70%), and $80,001 or more 
(73%). 

•  Those who are very concerned about the 
environment (90%) 

•  Those who completely support the Greenbelt 
after hearing the preamble (84%) 

How important do you feel it is to continue to grow Ontario’s Greenbelt to protect forests, wetlands and 
farmlands? 

74% 

21% 

2% 

2% 

Very important 

Somewhat 
important 

Not very 
important 

Not at all 
important 

Net:  
Important  

95% 

A large majority feel it is important to continue to grow Ontario’s Greenbelt 
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Please indicate how strongly you agree or disagree that locally grown food… 

Oct 13 

Jun 11 

Supports the  
local economy 

Is fresher 

Supports local 
farmers 

Preserves  
farmland 

86%

83%

77%

78%

78%

74%

78%

70%

63%

56%

12%

13%

18%

18%

17%

20%

17%

23%

29%

29%

Strongly agree Somewhat agree

Net: 
Important 

98% 

96% 

96% 

96% 

95% 

94% 

95% 

93% 

92% 

85% 

Findings: 

•  Overwhelming majorities agree with all the benefits of 
locally grown food, except that it is cheaper (49%, down 
from 55% in 2011). 

•  Respondents are most likely agree that locally grown 
food supports local farmers (98%), supports the local 
economy (96%), is fresher (95%), preserves farmland 
(95%) and tastes better (92%). 

•  Significant increases since 2011 have been among those 
agreeing that locally grown food: 

•  Tastes better (92% vs. 85%) 

•  Is becoming easier to find/buy (75% vs. 71%) 

•  Is environmentally friendly (89% vs. 86%) 

Key Differences: 

•  Women are more likely than men to agree that locally 
grown food is fresher (97% vs. 93%), tastes better 
(96% vs. 86%), is environmentally friendly (93% vs. 
84%) and is becoming easier to find/buy (79% vs. 
70%). 

•  Those with household incomes of less than $40,000 
(61%) and $40,001 to $60,000 (59%) are more likely 
than those with incomes of $80,001 or more (40%) to 
agree that locally grown food is cheaper. 

 

2% 

+0% 

1% 

2% 

7% 

Majorities agree with most of the statements about locally grown food, with few significant shifts 
in agreement since 2011 

 
Chg. 

Tastes better 

Oct 13 

Jun 11 

Oct 13 

Jun 11 

Oct 13 

Jun 11 

Oct 13 

Jun 11 
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Please indicate how strongly you agree or disagree that locally grown food… 

59%

54%

61%

64%

35%

27%

17%

21%

30%

32%

24%

23%

41%

44%

32%

34%

Strongly agree Somewhat agree

Net: 
Important 

Is cheaper 

Is becoming 
easier to 
find/buy 

Reduces transit/ 
greenhouse 

gas emissions 

89% 

86% 

85% 

87% 

75% 

71% 

49% 

55% 

Key Differences (…continued): 

•  Those living in rural areas are more likely than 
those living in urban areas to agree that locally 
grown food supports local farmers (100% vs. 
98%). 

•  Those more likely to agree that locally grown food 
supports the local economy include: 

•  Those living in York/Durham more than 
those living in Peel/Halton (97% vs. 93%) 

•  Those very concerned (97%) or somewhat 
concerned (96%) about the environment 

•  Those more likely to agree that locally grown food 
preserves farmland include: 

•  Those who are very concerned about the 
environment (98%) 

•  Those who completely support (97%) and 
somewhat support (95%) the Greenbelt 
after hearing the preamble 

•  Those most likely to agree that locally grown food 
is environmentally friendly are those who are very 
concerned (92%) and somewhat concerned (89%) 
about the environment. 

3% 

-2% 

4% 

-6% 

 
Chg. 

Is environmentally 
friendly 

Oct 13 

Jun 11 

Oct 13 

Jun 11 

Oct 13 

Jun 11 

Oct 13 

Jun 11 
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