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Located in close proximity to one in four Canadians, Ontario’s Greenbelt provides access to nature, protects 
healthy water systems, conserves biodiversity, and ensures a reliable, local food source for the Greater 
Golden Horseshoe—Canada’s most developed region. 

It is no surprise that 9 in 10 Ontarians support the Greenbelt.

Through all our activities, the Greenbelt Foundation works to realize the full potential of 
Ontario’s Greenbelt.

Ontario’s Greenbelt: 
  Is over two million acres of protected agricultural land, natural systems, and greenspace

  Generates $9.6 billion annually in economic activity 

  Supports 177,700 full time or full-time equivalent jobs

  Provides $3.2 billion a year in services, such as flood prevention, water purification, and storm 
  water management

The Greenbelt Foundation strives to: 
 Support rural economic growth and improve access to local food
 Improve climate resilience across the Greenbelt landscape
 Engage Canadians in enjoying and enhancing Ontario’s Greenbelt
 Create meaningful space for collaboration with Indigenous communities
 Protect and invest in iconic natural features like the Oak Ridges Moraine

2018-2020 Accomplishments at a Glance 
With support from the Government of Ontario, as well as other partners and funders, the Greenbelt 
Foundation has made many achievements that directly benefit Ontario communities:   

• 72 Grants Made, supporting local organizations, communities, and leaders

• 37 Research Papers published, building and sharing knowledge across the region

• 2,000 Youth and Volunteers engaged in nature-based programming
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Program and Project Highights 
Supporting Rural Economic Growth and Improving Access to Local Food

The Greenbelt Foundation invests in the Greenbelt’s rural communities, helping to support growth in 
Ontario’s Local Food and Agriculture and Tourism and Recreation sectors. 

Greenbelt Farmers’ Market Network
In response to COVID-19 pandemic restrictions 
affecting Ontario’s farmers markets, the Foundation 
supported the Greenbelt Farmers Market Network  
in launching an Emergency Digital Markets Program.

• Helped 29 Greenbelt farmers’ markets    
move online

• Directly supported over 570 farmers
• Achieved $1.3 million in sales from   

Aug–Dec 1, 2020

 

This report is very timely. As Canadians emerge from the COVID-19 crisis, it is my hope that 
the public and governments have a new appreciation for food sovereignty and security. As we 
continue to address ongoing challenges in the agri-food sector, we must also explore 
opportunities to increase Ontario production.” 
—Alison Robertson, Executive Director, Ontario Fruit and Vegetable Growers Association

Supported rural economic development in Local Food and Agriculture

Plant the Seeds Report
As detailed in this report, the Foundation uncovered an opportunity to expand the production of Ontario’s 
$2.2 billion fruit and vegetable sector, produce more local food, and boost rural economies.

• Identified opportunities to increase farm-gate revenue by $100 million
• Identified actions that stakeholders and policymakers can take to support expansion 
• Findings were widely promoted through webinars, meetings, and widespread media coverage 

Greenbelt Cycling Route
With Foundation support, Waterfront Regeneration Trust has dramatically enhanced recreational cycling 
infrastructure in Ontario and promoted the Greenbelt to Great Lakes vision—connecting 3,000km of 
extraordinary coastal and countryside cycling. 
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Improving Climate Resilience Across the Greenbelt Landscape

The Greenbelt Foundation has helped communities across the Greater Golden Horseshoe (GGH) improve 
their resilience to climate change, particularly in the areas of water quality and quantity, flooding and 
stormwater management, and the effects of extreme temperatures.

Municipal Natural Assets Initiative (MNAI)
MNAI teams up with Canadian municipalities to develop climate-resilient, long-term natural infrastructure 
solutions. The Foundation has been working with MNAI to build partnerships with municipalities across the 
GGH, helping to make natural solutions to infrastructure and climate change commonplace.

• Created and shared nine detailed cycling itineraries 
• Conducted an industry survey on cycle tourism during COVID-19 pandemic recovery
• Designed easy print maps to complement Ride with GPS
• Developed and executed a significant digital advertising campaign
• Delivered over 1,000,000 impressions, 2,541 website actions, and surveyed 951 cyclists

Supported rural economic development in Recreation and Tourism

• Demonstrating the use of natural assets as cost-effective and sustainable public infrastructure
• Among other initiatives, executed a multi-partner project in the Grindstone Creek Watershed with the 

municipalities of Hamilton and Burlington to address significant flood-risk to life and property
• Currently supporting over 30 municipal governments to develop natural asset inventories—the first step 

in full-scale natural asset management plans
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  —Marianne Meed Ward, Mayor of Burlington

Promoted natural infrastructure solutions to climate change

Near-Urban Nature Network
Coordinated by the Foundation, the Southern Ontario Nature Coalition (SONC) is creating a Near-Urban 
Nature Network that increases the protection of near-urban nature across the Greater Golden 
Horseshoe (GGH).  

Southern Ontario is one of the most biodiverse regions in Canada, home to 78 species-at-risk.

Healthy biodiversity makes healthy ecosystems, which provide climate resilience, greenspace, and 
ecosystem services to the one in four Canadians living in the GGH.

Ecosystem services include keeping our communities safe from flooding and making the air feel 
up to 11 degrees celsius cooler during heatwaves.

The Near-Urban Nature Network is:

• Addressing threats to biodiversity and helping Canada 
reach its Biodiversity targets

• Identifying solutions to protect near-urban nature at 
an accelerated rate

• Enabling greater action by municipal governments 
and private landowners

• Creating economic and job opportunities associated 
with increased restoration demands

Developing a regional strategy that protects biodiversity 

Natural infrastructure like Grindstone Creek must be preserved and maintained to help 
protect the surrounding environment against flooding. Our efforts also enhance the livability 
of the area for residents and ensure critical habitat for local biodiversity. We are pleased to 
partner with area municipalities and agencies like Conservation Halton and the Greenbelt 
Foundation on the planned restorative work that will benefit Burlington’s residents 
and wildlife.”

“The COVID-19 pandemic reminded us of the importance of connecting with nature – for our 
health, well-being, and for our communities.Having access to green spaces is a significant 
part of our plan to create a healthier future and today’s summary report is a critical step in 
protecting more nature in Southern Ontario and across the country.”
  — The Honourable Jonathan Wilkinson, Minister of Environment and Climate Change
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Sustaining Soil Health Report
Soil health is essential to the sustainability of farming and our environment. The Foundation has supported 
farmers and other agricultural leaders in identifying and sharing best practices for maintaining soil health. 
This report shares the stories of 14 farmers in the Greenbelt who are using a variety of practices to improve 
their soil’s health.

• Promotes knowledge-sharing through report, webinars, and other activities
• Exemplifies leadership in protecting the rich diversity of soils that are critical to our food system
• Supports the Ontario Soil Health Strategy

Supported the adoption of soil health best practices

Engaging Canadians in Enjoying and Protecting Ontario’s Greenbelt 

The Greenbelt Foundation improves access to the Greenbelt through public awareness, education, and 
engagement programs. We strive to engage the public in exploring, enjoying, and helping to steward this 
unparalleled resource. 

Image Credit: Mel Luymes
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Into the Greenbelt Program
Run in partnership with Park People, Credit Valley Conservation, 
and Boys and Girls Club of Canada, this program supported 
underserved  groups (youth, seniors, and newcomers) in visiting 
the Greenbelt for fun, educational day trips.

Greenbelt River Valley Connector Program
The 21 Greenbelt-protected urban river valleys are significant ecological 
connections between the Greenbelt and Lake Ontario. The Foundation and Park People worked with a 
range of community partners to develop the Greenbelt River Valley Connector Program in order to enhance 
access to and the ecology of our urban river valleys

• Funded ten diverse projects between 2018–2020
• Engaged over 4,700 Ontarians in hands-on programming
• Reached over three million Canadians through media impressions
• Created three high-quality videos that promote our urban river valleys and encourage residents to get 

involved in their stewardship

We in the Greater Toronto and Hamilton Area are spoiled to have so much awesome 
natural greenspace in our communities. With our friends at the Greenbelt Foundation, we 
can enable communities to celebrate, protect, and enjoy these natural urban river valleys 
now and into the future.”
  — Dave Harvey, Executive Director, Park People.

• Over 80 trips and 2,500 participants between 2018–2020
• Taught participants about forest ecosystems, bird watching,   

farming, and more
• Led hiking, canoeing, kayaking, and other trips in   

the Greenbelt

Improved access to the Greenbelt for
underserved communities

Engaged communities in improving their local river valleys
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Creating Meaningful Space for Collaboration with Indigenous Communities

Indigenous programs represent a key area of focus for the Foundation as we strive to gain a deeper 
understanding of Indigenous Knowledge Systems and Indigenous cultural perspectives. 

Moccasin Identifier Project
Supported by the Foundation, this project celebrates the distinct moccasins worn by southern Ontario’s 
Indigenous communities and uses replicas of them to mark culturally-significant sites where First Nations 
and The Métis nation have deep, ancestral ties.

Earth Rangers
Engaging Kids and Families in Protecting the Greenbelt is a youth-focused program designed to engage Earth 
Rangers members and families in learning about the Province of Ontario’s first-ever 
Provincial Day of Action on Litter, as well as about Ontario’s Greenbelt.

• Over 5,500 completions of Greenbelt Missions, exceeding targets
• Missions highlighted the Greenbelt and its importance to the environment, wildlife, and people
• Taught about the effects of waste on wildlife, the importance of healthy ecosystems, and common 

threats to wildlife habitat

Supported Provincial Day of Action on Litter
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Municipal-Indigenous Education Toolkit
Run by Shared Path and supported by the Foundation, this project increased communications between 
Indigenous communities and Greenbelt-area municipalities around land-use planning, consultation on 
Treaty rights, and sharing Indigenous knowledge on environmental protection, cultural preservation, 
and other community-building activities.

• Cultivated meaningful and lasting relationships
• Increased awareness of local Indigenous history, culture, knowledge, and interests
• Increased appreciation for Indigenous perspectives

Working to better understand, adopt, and promote Indigenous perspectives

• Increasing visibility of First Nations across the Greenbelt 
• Created a new promotional video and project brief to support partnership development, key   

messaging, and reach greater audiences
• Developed an educational toolkit for Ontario curriculums

The Greenbelt Foundation has been a key partner in helping to realize our vision for the 
Moccasin Identifier Project, which educates both adults and young people about the 
history of the Indigenous and First Nations on the landscape in this geography.”

  — Carolyn King, Founder, Moccasin Identifier Project and Former Chief of Mississaugas of 
the Credit First Nation

Continuing the Oak Ridges Moraine Foundation’s Legacy of Investment

Oak Ridges Moraine Foundation Integration
In February of 2020, the Greenbelt Foundation and Oak Ridges Moraine Foundation came together, paving 
a promising road forward for the protection and stewardship of the Oak Ridges Moraine—one of Ontario’s 
most important headwaters.

• Supported a partnership between  
Ontario Nature, EcoSpark, and STORM  
(Save the Oak Ridges Moraine) to promote 
the Moraine, monitor issues that threaten 
its integrity, and encourage civic   
engagement in its protection

• Developed a committee to oversee Moraine 
priorities as part of Greenbelt Foundation 
work moving forward
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Getting the Word Out 
Between 2018–2020, Foundation Media relations and Digital and Community Engagement has
resulted in:

• Increased public awareness for Ontario’s Greenbelt
• Made over 5 million social media impressions and over 150,000 engagements
• Created two public service announcements, which aired 500 times, providing close to $500,000 in 
        airtime value
• Released 32 news releases and garnered over 4,200 media mentions
• Reached over 60 million readers through the media

Continuing the legacy of Oak Ridges Moraine stewardship and protection

The Oak Ridges Moraine Foundation is very pleased to move forward as a part of the 
Greenbelt Foundation, while maintaining the priorities and values that have served us well 
since 2002. This partnership will build on our successes as a foundation and deepen our 
ability as a community to protect and enhance the Oak Ridges Moraine into the future.”

  — Robert Messervey, Former Chair of the Oak Ridges Moraine Foundation, Current Chair of the 
Oak Ridges Moraine Committee

Follow us
Twitter: greenbeltca
Facebook: ontariogreenbelt
Instagram: ongreenbelt

Learn More
greenbelt.ca




