
Review of Implementation of the  
Water Resource System in the Greenbelt 

 
Background 
 
The provincial Greenbelt Plan contains policies relating to the sustainable management 
of the Water Resource System (WRS), including ground and surface water features. 
More specifically, the Plan applies to areas that contain primary recharge, headwater 
and discharge areas, together with major drinking water aquifers. It requires 
municipalities to take a comprehensive, integrated, and long-term approach to the 
protection, restoration and enhancement of the quality and quantity of water, and 
emphasizes the importance of watershed planning to do that. 
 
The Greenbelt Foundation is interested to understand how municipalities, with their 
partner organizations, notably Conservation Authorities, are implementing these policies 
across the Greenbelt geography (including areas covered by the Oak Ridges Moraine 
Conservation Plan and the Niagara Escarpment Plan).  It is anticipated that this would 
include: 
  The methods used to define the WRS, including looking at consistency in the 

definitions of key hydrologic features and areas used;  Assessing municipal understanding of the hydrologic functions of key hydrologic 
features and areas, and how protection of these is incorporated into planning 
document(s);  Identification of key implementation challenges municipalities are facing;  Identification of good practices that would be beneficial to share across 
municipalities and others; and,  Considering whether municipalities would benefit from any tools and resources, 
including provincial guidance similar to that provided for Natural Heritage Systems 
and Agricultural System Systems. 

 
Scope of Work 
 
The successful consultant will undertake the following work: 
 
1. Review relevant documents, including municipal official plans and associated 

reports, to help shape development of questions for semi-structured interviews; 
2. Conduct 25-30 key informant interviews of municipal staff in the City of Hamilton and 

the 5 upper tier municipalities in the Golden Horseshoe, a cross section of lower tier 
municipalities, and other stakeholders as appropriate; and,  

3. Document findings, and make recommendations based on the results of the 
research undertaken. 

 
Project Timeline 
 
The project should be completed by December 15th, 2019.  



 
Proposal Requirements 
 
Proposals should include the following:  A description of your understanding of the assignment and the proposed approach, 

including topics to be covered in the interviews;  A draft project timeline with touchstone meetings and milestones;  CV for the consultant (and any other team members) that clearly outlines their 
qualifications relevant to this assignment;  Up to three examples of similar projects completed;   Three references relevant to this assignment;  A time/task breakdown by project team member (if more than one consultant); and,  A proposed budget including reimbursable expenses as applicable. 

 
The Friends of the Greenbelt Foundation reserves the right to choose any or none of 
the vendors responding to this request for proposals. Any questions and completed 
proposals should be directed to: 
 
Kathy Macpherson 
Vice President, Research and Policy 
Friends of the Greenbelt Foundation 
kmacpherson@greenbelt.ca 
416 960 0001 ext. 305 
 
Proposals must be received by email no later than Tuesday, October 8, 2019. 
 


