
 

 

Call for Expressions of Interest:  
Applying the Ecohealth Economic Valuation Framework 

Introduction 

Greenspaces provide a number of environmental and health benefits. They help to improve air quality, 
provide relief from extreme heat and lessen the urban heat island effect, all of which reduce the negative 
health impacts associated with a warmer climate. They also deliver flood protection services by reducing 
the negative impacts of heavy rainfall events, which are expected to increase with a changing climate. In 
addition, greenspaces support human and community health, by providing natural settings for physical 
activities, contact with nature to support mental health and emotional wellbeing, and creating 
more attractive, liveable communities. 

EcoHealth Ontario (EHO) is a collaborative of professionals in the fields of public health, medicine, 
education, planning, parks and the environment. We are working together to increase our understanding 
of the relationships between environment and health with the aim of finding ways to increase the quality 
and diversity of the urban and rural spaces in which we live. 

Study Context 

One of the ways to increase the quality and diversity (including biodiversity) of urban and rural spaces is 
to increase availability and access to greenspaces. Demonstrating the economic value of making these 
changes can be used to influence decision makers responsible for the design and management of public 
spaces. 

EHO commissioned Green Analytics to develop a valuation framework to show how greenspace 
interventions (defined broadly as changes to provision, access, use, quality and availability) can lead to 
direct and indirect financial savings due to improved health for people benefiting from that greenspace. 
This framework was completed in December 2019. It is available on request from Ezgi Tas 
at etas@greenbelt.ca or Jackie Hamilton at jhamilton@greenbelt.ca. 

The Greenbelt Foundation, on behalf of EcoHealth Ontario, is now seeking partners to apply the 
framework to real world projects. These pilots will validate the evaluation framework, provide important 
information for the project proponents, and start collecting data that will help to inform future applications 
of the framework. 

The Greenbelt Foundation will support Green Analytics to work with up to two case studies during 2020. 
Each case study will receive: 

• Up to $25,000 in consulting hours working with Green Analytics team of economists and health 
experts, plus support from the Greenbelt Foundation project team 

• Strategic advice and oversight from EcoHealth Ontario 

• Access to EcoHealth Ontario’s communication and outreach network  

• Final report documenting the case study that can be used in public communications and 
developing future resources 
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Eligibility Requirements 

• Project must involve one of the following: 
o Increasing provision (i.e. amount or area) of greenspace within a specific community or 

neighbourhood; 
o Changes or modification that result in increased or easier access to greenspace for a 

specific community or neighbourhood;  
o Changing function or quality of greenspace to increase rates of defined users; 
o Programming specifically related to increased use of greenspaces by specific user 

groups for the expressed purposed of improving physical or mental health. 

• Projects must currently be in a planning phase and be ready to start work with the consultant 
team (subject to negotiation) in March 2020. 

• Projects must have capacity to work with the consultant team and be willing to apply the 
valuation framework to their project. 

• Ideally projects which can demonstrate existing baseline data and an ability, or willingness, to 
collect data and potentially monitor over time:  

o health of target user groups 
o health costs associated with target users 
o analysis of greenspace use, such as:  

▪ number of greenspace users 
▪ socio-demographic profile of user groups 

• Partnerships involving health providers will be prioritized. 

• Projects would ideally be focused within an urban community or neighbourhood where exposure 
to greenspace is already limited or impacted by the built environment. This can be a wide range 
of community sizes; however, those surrounded by or in very close proximity to natural areas 
and greenspace would be a lower priority for this project.  

Proposals will be shortlisted in early February 2020 by Greenbelt Foundation, the consultant team and 
EHO Steering Committee. Shortlisted projects will be contacted for detailed discussions about the 
suitability of the project in February. Contracts will be negotiated in February with projects expected to 
start in March 2020.   

Expressions of interest should include the following information: 

• Overview of the project, stated goal and objectives, summary of relevant available data  

• Rationale for why participating in this project will add value to planned activities 

• Outline of how the results will be used 

• Project partners 

• Project funders 

• Project results and planned outcomes 

• Key project activities 

• Brief outline of your organization’s history, objectives and current activities. 
 

Deadline for submissions: 4pm on Friday January 31, 2020 
Submissions and enquiries about this call should be sent to Kathy Macpherson at 
kmacpherson@greenbelt.ca 
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