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Report Overview 
 
Canadian agriculture is facing significant challenges. Climate change has led to unpredictable and 
extreme weather. Herbicide and pesticide resistance is growing. Maintaining long term productivity for 
our agricultural sector depends on reversing declines in soil health. Through healthy soils, it is possible 
to build prosperous and resilient farms, while providing important contributions to climate action. 
 
The Power of Soil report provides a roadmap for transformative change. It recommends how, by 
adopting healthy soil practices, farmers have an important role to play in helping Canada meet its global 
climate change commitments. The report answers the questions:  
 

• What practices are important for soil health?  
• Why are more farmers not adopting these practices?  
• And how can we change policy to help them do so?  

 
This report offers a comprehensive overview of Canada’s current agri-environmental policy and 
programming landscape, innovative policies from other jurisdictions, and provides a foundation for 
rethinking Canada’s agricultural and climate change policies and programs in support of greater soil 
health. It recommends the creation of a “National Soil Health Network” that could share knowledge 
across Canada. It also recommends developing soil health training programs for advisors and farmers 
and a national soil health ‘check-up tool,’ adapted to Canada’s different regions.  

The report provides federal and provincial governments with key actions they can take to improve the 
adoption of soil health and make Canadian agriculture a world leader in production, profitability, and 
climate resilience. The Greenbelt Foundation is working collaboratively with Ontario farmers to 
prioritize the solutions, taking into account the diversity of Ontario’s farm businesses, soil types, and 
crops grown.  

Contributors 

• BASF Canada 
• Beef Farmers of Ontario 
• Certified Crop Advisors Association 
• Christian Farmers Federation of Ontario 
• Ecological Farmers of Ontario 
• Farm and Food Care 
• National Farmers Union 



• Ontario Federation of Agriculture 
• Ontario Fruit and Vegetable Growers Association 
• Ontario Soil and Crop Improvement Association  
• Soil Conservation Council of Canada 
• University of Guelph academics 

 
Background Information 
 

• Farmers know soil is important to their businesses, future profits and their land. 
• Soil health is capturing the attention of diverse farmers across Canada because it benefits them, 

their businesses, and the environment. 
• Agriculture is one of the key natural solutions to the climate crisis. It has the potential to make a 

significant contribution to our greenhouse gas (GHG) reduction targets and in doing so, will 
make Canada more resilient to the impacts of climate change. 

• New federal and provincial policies and funding programs are needed to attract thousands more 
farmers to take voluntary action in achieving soil health. 

• Voluntary implementation of new practices by farmers can require investments, acquiring 
specialized knowledge, and overcoming other barriers to change. 

• This report draws on innovative policies from Canada, the US, Europe, and other jurisdictions. It 
identifies how these policies can be applied through the next Federal-Provincial-Territorial 
Agricultural Framework, as well as through other new climate policies. 

• This research was guided by advisory groups, including major Ontario farm organizations and 
researchers, as well as virtual workshops with farm groups, agri-business, researchers and 
conservationists. 
 

Key Recommendations 
 

1) Prioritize Soil Health 
• Make soil health a priority in the next Federal-Provincial-Territorial Agricultural Framework. 
• Strengthen collaboration among government, farm organizations, industry, and other 

partners working on soil health and create a National Soil Health Strategy. 
• Integrate soil health initiatives in federal and provincial climate change policies and funding 

programs. 
 

2) Enhance Soil Health Knowledge and Learning 
• Create a ‘Soil Health Network’ to promote and share knowledge across Canada. 
• Ensure soil health training for advisors and farmers is available. 
• Develop a national soil health ‘check-up tool’ adapted to Canadian regions. 
• Enhance farmer-to-farmer learning opportunities. 
• Enhance public sector capacity for research. 
• Encourage national reporting on the state of soil health. 

 
3) Incentivize Soil Health 

• Increase overall funding for on-farm soil health projects. 
• Fund simple, low-risk soil health projects. 
• Use development of greenhouse gas (GHG) offset protocols to increase funding for nutrient 

management systems, grassland conservation, and re/afforestation. 



 
  
 
 

 
4) Conserve Agricultural Land and Protected Areas 

• Develop a program to conserve vulnerable and degraded lands over time. 
• Reduce the conversion of perennial forage agricultural lands to annual cropland. 

 
Support from the Sector 
 
“Managing for and investing in soil health allows producers to work with the land to reduce erosion, 
maximize water infiltration, improve nutrient cycling, save money on inputs, and ultimately improve the 
resilience of their farmland. Federal and provincial governments are starting to recognize the 
importance of this issue, and this project is suggesting the right kinds of policy changes that are 
needed.” 
 

—Alan Kruzel, Past-Chair, Soil Conservation Council of Canada 
 
“This project comes at an exciting time in Ontario agriculture. Farmers are actively thinking about soil 
health, asking challenging questions about it, and implementing practices that protect and enhance it. 
With the support mechanisms identified through this project, Canadian farmers could be well-
positioned to become global leaders in soil health promotion.” 
 

—Angela Straathof, Program Director, Ontario Soil and Crop Improvement Association 
 


