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Overview 

With renewed funding from the Greenbelt Foundation, Shared Path Consultation Initiative will begin a 
new project to create an interactive tool called the Shared Land Map (SLM) to improve land-use 
planning engagement between First Nations and Ontario municipalities.  

The interactive tool being developed by Shared Path is a grid map that will allow First Nations in the 
Greater Golden Horseshoe (GGH) to clearly define their territories and identify potential downstream 
impact from developments in other areas.  

As a part of this project, Shared Path will work with at least 12 First Nations in the GGH to identity their 
land-based rights and interests in and around the Greenbelt. Shared path with also educate at least f 80 
planners on the SLM and Treaty Rights-holding communities around the GGH.  

Background 

In 2018, the Greenbelt Foundation provided a grant to Shared Path to undertake the Indigenous-
Municipal Engagement Program (IMEP) to support formal engagement and relationship-building 
activities between First Nations and municipal staff in the Greenbelt.  

Based on the learnings from the IMEP, Shared Path has built a prototype of an interactive consultation 
map aimed at tackling the issue of Indigenous-Municipal engagement and relationship building. The 
map uses a grid with 20 by 20-kilometre squares to avoid complications when First Nations attempt to 
define their claims with hard borders. The map will allow planners to identify which First Nations have 
interests within a square and provide consultation practices and contact information.  

The difference between this project from Shared Path and other maps like the Aboriginal and Treaty 
Rights Information System (ATRIS) developed by the Government of Canada is that this map will allow 
for First Nations to participate directly in the process. The SLM will allow these communities the 
opportunity to identify squares in which they are a treaty signatory or have significant interests, such as 
being downstream or downwind from a specific area of interest.  
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