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Overview 

The project builds on an ongoing ‘replant’ program aimed to strengthen the economic viability of 

Niagara’s tender fruit industry, one of only two specialty crop areas protected by the Greenbelt. 

Consumer and retail demand for locally grown tender fruit continues to grow in Ontario. This replant 

program will help expand local tender fruit production and as a result, is immensely popular among 

growers and community leaders in Niagara. 

Grant Background 

Growing consumer preferences for local food and interest in Tender Fruit support growth potential for 

the industry and Greenbelt farmers. The Greenbelt Foundation’s own Dollars and Sense report cites $53 

million worth of tender fruit imported to Canada each year, indicating significant growth potential for 

the sector, some of which could be address locally in Niagara. Previous funding by the Greenbelt 

Foundation from 2015–2017 totalled $400,000 and resulted in 156,000 trees and vines planted and a 

total grower investment of $2,174,413 which exceeded projected results. 

Outcomes and Targets 

An updated economic impact study forecasts results of a 2-year planting program:  

• 5,000 tonnes increase in tender fruit production 

• A 15 per cent expansion in overall production 

• An additional 10 million pounds for the fresh consumer market  

• An increase in economic activity of $23.4 million 

• Additional 311 full time jobs  

• $6.4 million in tax revenues  

• $15.3 million contributed to GDP 

 

About Ontario Tender Fruit Growers 

The Ontario Tender Growers strengthen relations and commercial opportunities among industry 

partners, including retail; provide 

https://www.greenbelt.ca/dollars_and_sense_opportunities_2015


support for members; and deliver tender fruit across Ontario. Over 90 per cent of their growers are 

located in Niagara, in the Greenbelt’s Tender Fruit and Grape Specialty Crop Area. The industry has a 

market value of just over $60 million. 
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