
What’s needed
•   Knowledge sharing, coordination,  

and capacity
•   Natural infrastructure funding, including 

provincial and federal governments
•   A pan-Canadian approach that  

prioritizes rapid investment in near-urban 
natural infrastructure to address the 
climate emergency

Ontario’s Greenbelt: 
2 million acres of protected natural systems, 
farmland, and 21 urban river valleys

www.greenbelt.ca
GREENBELT FOUNDATION

Our goal
We are working to mainstream the use of 
natural infrastructure by governments through 
PARTNERSHIPS AND FUNDING that: tells the 
story about conservation, preservation and natural 
infrastructure; facilitates knowledge transfer across 
regions; and demonstrates:

•   The effectiveness of natural infrastructure to 
protect communities and nature

•   Cost savings through augmenting or replacing 
costly grey infrastructure

•   Community safety during extreme weather 
events by reducing impacts of flooding, etc.

Our work and partners
Mainstreaming Natural Infrastructure

•   We support programs such as Municipal Natural 
Assets Initiative’s (MNAI) active engagement of 
municipalities in the Greenbelt region

•   These leading edge initiatives helps municipalities 
invest in protecting and enhancing ecosystem 
services to provide flood management and other 
benefits

•   We also invest in new technology and tools 
municipalities need to enable this work

The GREENBELT FOUNDATION invests in NEAR-URBAN NATURAL 
INFRASTRUCTURE INITIATIVES to realize the Greenbelt’s potential for:

•  More resilient communities and regions
•  Climate change adaptation
•  Enhanced biodiversity

Near-urban natural systems, agricultural land, and biodiversity face 
pressures from increasing urban footprints as populations grow.  
With increasing costs and liabilities, investing in natural infrastructure 
now reduces restoration costs and risks later.

$3.2B 
ecosystem 

services annually

1 in 4 
Canadians live in and 
around the Greenbelt

$52M 
per year in 

stored carbon

Advancing Shovel-Ready Natural Infrastructure

•   Positively Green, a collaboration with 13 
conservation authorities, will transform the  
health of Greenbelt forests, wetlands, grasslands, 
rivers and lakes to provide unparalleled 
environmental services

•   Evidence-based, the program measures the 
effectiveness of natural infrastructure and  
cost/benefit ratios

Near-Urban Nature: Building Biodiversity  
and Regional Resilience

•   The Southern Ontario Nature Coalition is 
evaluating and expanding nature’s role in  
near-urban locations, including the Greenbelt

•   Southern Ontario is home to the greatest diversity  
of species in Canada
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