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Hike Ecology & Overview:

Thornton Bales is part of the Oak 
Ridges Moraine. This glacial feature acts 
as a giant rain barrel, filtering and replenishing 
groundwater that supplies local residents with clean drinking 
water. The streams and wetlands in Thornton Bales supply 
the East Holland River which flows into Lake Simcoe to the 
north. Look out for abundant flora and fauna, including 
pileated woodpeckers, white-tailed deer, and some of the last 
remaining old-growth deciduous trees in Ontario. 

Hike Type Rugged, undulating narrow trails and some  
  steep climbs (including the ‘99 Steps’).
Distance 90 minutes.

Home to “the 99 Steps”, Thornton Bales 
is a challenging and rewarding hike that 
showcases a variety of headwater types.
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From the parking lot, head down the 99 steps. 
Right at the bottom of the hill.
Turn left at the next junction, then bear right to climb 
Jokers Hill, in the Koffler Scientific Reserve. 
Explore the pond area, then retrace your steps and 
make a left at point 4.
Follow the trail back (there are two trail options) and 
prepare to climb back up the 99 steps.

Hike Itinerary:

Parking Lot
Headwater Hike

RoadWatercourse
Conservation Area Greenbelt
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Greenbelt Walks: Headwater Hikes

Ontario’s Greenbelt protects the headwaters 
of more than 70 rivers and streams, many of 
which flow from the Oak Ridges Moraine and 
Niagara Escarpment. 

Headwaters comprise a variety of permanent and temporary 
streams, springs and wetlands. Although often hidden, they 
make up the majority of streams in the Greenbelt. Headwaters 
play critical ecological roles: filtering and supplying clean 
drinking water to thousands of Ontarians; providing habitat 
for rare flora and fauna; and regulating water flow to reduce 
downstream flooding and erosion. 

Greenbelt Walks: Headwater Hikes is a series of self-guided 
walks through some of the Greenbelt’s most scenic and 
important headwater areas. The hikes showcase a diversity 
of headwater types, habitats, and landscapes, and were 
created to encourage exploration and deeper understanding 
of headwaters and the Greenbelt. To find out more about 
Headwater Hikes visit greenbelt.ca/walks. 

Did you love this hike? Let us know by sharing your 
photos and stories on social media using #ONGreenbelt!

Getting to 
this hike:

Thornton Bales 
is located at 19th 
Sideroad in King 
Township, between 
Dufferin and Bathurst 
Streets. 

The hike is am hour’s drive from 
Toronto. Please note there is limited parking on-site. 

Nearby transit hubs  Newmarket GO Station (6 km)

For those travelling by bike, Thornton Bales is just off the 
Greenbelt Route which passes along 19th Sideroad. Find 
maps and more information at greenbelt.ca/route.

Photos Front: (1) The 99 steps (2) The Red-Spotted Newt, (Notophthalmus 
viridescens viridescens), is the only species of newt found in Southern Ontario, 
and is genearlly found in ponds and slow-moving streams; (3) look up to 
see gorgeous fall colours. Back: (1) / (2) Hikers at the 99 steps, the highlight 
of the Thornton Bales Conservation Area. Photos courtesy of Jim Craigmyle 
Photography and Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority. 

Ontario’s Greenbelt 
is the solution for fresh 
air, clean water, healthy 
local food, recreational 
activity, and a thriving 
economy with good jobs. At 
nearly 2 million acres, it’s the 
world’s largest permanently 
protected greenbelt, keeping 
our farmlands, forests, 
and wetlands safe and 
sustainable.




