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Hike Ecology & Overview:

Terra Cotta contains the headwaters of 
the Credit River watershed, the source of 
drinking water for more than 750,000 people. 
The Credit begins in Orangeville and flows through the 
Greenbelt, draining into Lake Ontario in Mississauga. The hike 
winds along the cliffs of the Niagara Escarpment and past a 
series of natural and human-made wetlands restored in the 
1990s.

Hike Type Easy, multi-use trail, undulating hills. $5 entry  
  for adults, $3 entry for children. 
Hike Distance 90 minutes.

Terra Cotta 
Conservation Area

Wolf Lake

Spring Pond

Muskrat Pond

Diversity is the word at Terra Cotta: of 
landscapes, wildlife and activities, whether 
hiking through spring trilliums or 
enjoying the gorgeous colours of autumn.
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Head north to access the scenic boardwalk.
Follow the path past Mink and Muskrat Ponds. Turn 
right onto Spring Pond Trail through mixed woodland, 
or bear left to stay on Terra Cotta Lane. 
Right onto Terra Cotta Lane from Spring Pond Trail.
Bear left to follow the trail around Wolf Lake. 
Look for salamanders hiding amongst the logs here.
At the head of Wolf Lake, notice the bypass channel 
which takes cool water from Spring and Muskrat 
Ponds around the lake to avoid it being heated.  

Hike Itinerary:

Parking Lot
Headwater Hike

RoadWatercourse
Conservation Area Greenbelt
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Greenbelt Walks: Headwater Hikes

Ontario’s Greenbelt protects the headwaters 
of more than 70 rivers and streams, many of 
which flow from the Oak Ridges Moraine and 
Niagara Escarpment. 

Headwaters comprise a variety of permanent and temporary 
streams, springs and wetlands. Although often hidden, they 
make up the majority of both the number and length of 
streams. Headwaters play critical ecological roles: filtering and 
supplying clean drinking water to thousands of Ontarians; 
providing habitat for rare flora and fauna; and regulating water 
flow to reduce downstream flooding and erosion. 

Greenbelt Walks: Headwater Hikes is a series of self-guided 
walks through some of the Greenbelt’s most scenic and 
important headwater areas. The hikes showcase a diversity 
of headwater types, habitats and landscapes, and were 
created to encourage exploration and deeper understanding 
of headwaters and the Greenbelt. To find out more about 
Headwater Hikes visit greenbelt.ca/walks. 

Did you love this hike? Let us know by sharing your 
photos and stories on social media using #ONgreenbelt!

Getting to 
this hike:

Terra Cotta 
Conservation Area 
is located at 14452 
Winston Churchill 
Boulevard just outside 
the village of Terra Cotta 
in Caledon. The hike is a one 
hour drive from Toronto.

Nearby transit hubs Georgetown GO Station (12 km).

For those traveling by bicycle, Terra Cotta can be 
easily accessed from the Caledon Trailway, part of the 
Greenbelt Route.

Photos Front: (1) A view of Wolf Lake; (2) A Fragrant Water Lily (Nymphaea 
odorata), an edible plant native to Ontario; (3) a Terra Cotta side trail. Back: (1) 
The boardwalk at the start of the hike. (2) Red-winged blackbirds are one of the 
most abundant wetland birds in North America. Listen for their pretty, trilling 
song: “conk-la-reeee!” Photos courtesy of the Credit River Valley Conservation 
Authority.

Ontario’s Greenbelt 
is the solution for fresh 
air, clean water, healthy 
local food, recreational 
activity, and a thriving 
economy with good jobs. At 
nearly 2 million acres, it’s the 
world’s largest permanently 
protected greenbelt, keeping 
our farmlands, forests, 
and wetlands safe and 
sustainable.


