


The Greens have 
a positive vision
for Oxford
We believe that we
need an economy that
works for everyone -
not just the privileged
few. We believe in
engaging local people
in making decisions
that affect them. We
believe Oxford should
be a City which
welcomes people from
around the world. We
believe in standing up
against the
Government to protect
local services from
damaging cuts and
privatization.  The
Greens have been
making a difference
since 1994 – with your
help we can continue
to deliver a better
brighter future for the
people of Oxford.

Introduction, policy priorities & contents 3Oxfordshire Green Party Local Election Manifesto 20162

Making a Difference
The Greens have had representation on Oxford City and County
Councils since 1994. Our influence on Council policy has helped to
make our great City even better. Our six Green Party City Councillors
have shown themselves to be an effective force for change. 

We now chair two major
committees- Finance and Scrutiny
– and have tabled more questions
and motions than any other
opposition party. The Greens are
rightly proud of our track record
representing Oxford’s many and
diverse communities.

But we live in a city of stark
contrasts – years of poor planning
and low levels of social housing
provision have left Oxford with the
worst housing crisis in the
country. We have a severe
shortage of affordable homes and
sky high rents.

Community facilities are being
closed. The use of food banks is at
an all-time high and one in four
children live in poverty.

The services delivered by our
County Council have been pared
to the bone by successive
Governments - yet cuts are still
being made to critical services for
the homeless, elderly, sick and
needy.

At the last General Election all
the main parliamentary political
parties backed the continuation of
damaging austerity measures
(most still do), cutting the funds
available for public services. Our
current Government claims to
support local democracy but is
quietly reducing the power of local
Councils whilst forcing them to
sell off public assets and to
privatize services such as housing,
health and education.

At the last General Election we
witnessed national politicians
from all the main parties
shamefully blaming migrants and
refugees for their own failings.

The prevailing economic system
is not only bad for people but also
for our planet.

In Oxford, residential streets are
choked with traffic leading to
dangerous levels of pollution.
Road traffic accidents are on the
increase, recycling levels are
stagnating, scant regard is given to
local biodiversity, and the City has
yet to put in place a proper long
term strategy for reducing its
carbon footprint.
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At the 2016 City Council Election,
the Greens are focusing on the
following policy priorities: 

•  Delivering more really affordable
housing and fairer rents.

•  Improving public transport, making
cycling safer and reducing pollution.

•  Giving people in our City more influence
over community facilities and Council
services.

•  Planning a sustainable Green Economy.
•  Campaigning against the privatization 

of public services especially in the health
services.

•  Reversing local council attacks on Civil
Liberties.



Protecting Public Services 5Oxfordshire Green Party Local Election Manifesto 20164

Protecting Public Services  
Our public services are key to how we care for each other as a society.
Our schools and hospitals, teachers and care workers should be able
to put us first and provide a quality service. When private companies
are buying up our public services, they are run for profit and people
pay the price. Greens have always seen good quality publicly run
services as essential to building a caring society.

Locally and nationally public
services are being run down and
sold off. In Oxford we have seen
closures, privatization and cuts to
services like never before. Large
cutbacks have been introduced by
the Conservative controlled
County Council plus deep
cuts in the local Health
Service and many
other public sector
services and bodies. 

Whilst all the
other political
parties have been
voting for cuts,
Green councillors
have been there voting
against reductions in
services. We’ve defended our
libraries, children’s centres and
youth centres. We note how cuts
in public spending have fallen
very heavily upon the public
sector employment of women and
upon the services which women
need most.

We’ve called for protecting the
elderly and vulnerable from the
impact of government spending
cuts that are falling most heavily
on the services they use. 

We have opposed the sale of
council and housing

association homes and
aim to protect

employment and
social harmony by
retaining and
expanding
community centres.

We’ve shown that
small increases in

council tax of less
than £1 per household

per week could keep
services open for the most
vulnerable, and we have led the
calls to allow residents to decide
whether they want to chip in for
the sake of their neighbours. After
refusing to back Green proposals,
other political parties are slowly
coming round to our way of
thinking against central
government cuts. 

But all other party politicians
wouldn’t put their careers on the
line to stand behind this proposal
to save local services.

Meanwhile the Labour-run
Oxford City Council have held
money back and made cuts. They
have been subsidising big
businesses with funds that could
have been invested in our city to
save jobs and provide services. 

For example, the Westgate
redevelopment where more than
£1 million of rates have been
forgone. Assets have been sold off
by the Labour Council at bargain
prices such as St Clements car
park and Grantham House.

When Cameron’s government
wants to run down our services,
it’s more important than ever for
councils to put their communities
first by supporting the
organisations that help people
leave homelessness behind, the
food banks that provide meals to
people in deprived areas, and the
community and advice centres
that help people with their
support services. 

The City Council provides
support to all of us in different
ways in Oxford, crucial to the
wellbeing of our communities.

Green successes:
•  Repeatedly proposing legal

alternative budgets to
illustrate how vital frontline
services could be protected in
the face of relentless central
government grant cuts.

•  Gaining City Council support
for the campaign to save
Oxfordshire’s Children
Centres.

•  Consistently fighting to
maintain the principle of free
education and an end to
Labour, Tory and Lib Dem
tuition fees and charges.

Greens 
have always 

seen good quality
publicly run services 

as essential to 
building a caring

society.

While other political parties won’t
promise to reverse the damage
done by government cuts, Greens
will campaign to see public
funding restored to councils and
other public services.

Greens recognise the value of
public services and want to see
them kept in public hands. We
value and encourage working
with trade unions to deliver
effective services. The Green Party
seeks to restore local government
spending to pre-recession levels.
This will ensure an effective level
of local government employment
and services which is what the
public should expect in any
industrialised country.
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•  Taking our fight to Number
10, presenting practical ideas
to Cameron and in the local
and national media on how
to fund vital local services.

•  Convinced the Council to
retain control of council
housing when others were
selling it off.

•  Campaigned to reopen the
Oxford Community Hospital.

•  Stopped the closure of
municipal toilets around
Oxford.

•  Opposed the privatization of
leisure services and
demolition of Temple
Cowley Pool and Gym.

•  Supported campaigns locally
to keep our NHS public and
stop privatization.

•  Worked with campaigning
groups and trade unions to
oppose the cuts.

•  Consistently supported and
campaigned for Children’s
Centres and free education.

•  Campaign to save
community facilities which
are under threat from City
and County Council cuts.

Greens will:
•  Continue to oppose the cuts in

our public services and press
for the re-establishment of lost
services to our most vulnerable
citizens. 

•  We will continue to present
City and County budgets which
protect front line services.

•  Fight against privatisation of
Oxford’s health and education
services and resist government
pressure to privatise ever more
public services.

•  Stop further council house sell-
offs and protect our
community centres.

•  Work to return public
transport to public ownership.

The Greens recognise 
the value of public services,
but only the Greens have a

clear goal that they should be
publicly owned, be of a high

quality and publicly
accountable. The Greens have
a long history of solid support

for public services at every
level and we are not

financially backed by
companies that will benefit

from privatizations.

Better Housing For All   
Oxford has average home prices of over £420,000 and average room
rents at £571 per month. Oxford is losing nurses and teachers as their
rates of pay are too low for local housing costs. One key factor is the
consistent failure of the Labour City Council to address this. 

Completion rates for social
housing are abysmal, in each of
the last three financial years these
were zero, zero and 17. It has
taken many years for Greens to be
able to persuade Labour to buy
homes for social housing, as the
quickest and most efficient way to
meet housing needs. Homes in the
whole of Oxfordshire are about
73% under-occupied, so buying
homes and making maximum use
of the space they offer is by far the
best way to meet actual housing
need.

A change in Government policy
towards housing would allow the
City Council to have enough funds
to buy the council housing
needed. Until this happens, the
City must make use of a diverse
range of opportunities to use its
brownfield sites, including
building apartments above car
parks, and supporting self-build
and housing cooperative efforts.
We do not need more hotels in the
City where housing should exist
instead. Housing that people can
actually afford remains the
number one need in this City.

Green successes: 
•  Pressured Oxford City

Council to buy 50 homes for
homeless families.

•  Took the lead in a 10 year
campaign to introduce a
Licensing Scheme for Houses
of Multiple Occupation
(HMOs) improving the
quality of rented
accommodation.

•  Ensured the provision of
affordable housing on urban
sites and demanded more
council housing.  

•  Introduced the rule that all
new housing developments
should include 50%
affordable housing.  

•  Convinced the Council to
adopt new affordable housing
indicators to drive up the
number of social homes.

Voting Green is key to obtaining
the right types of homes to meet
the needs of people who live,
work, study and take refuge from
conflict in Oxford.
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•  Chaired the Housing Panel at
the time when the Council
adopted the new Oxford
Standard- giving higher
quality accommodation to
council tenants.

•  Argued for the £10 million
partnership deal with St
Mungo Broadway social
letting agency to provide
more affordable
accommodation.

•  Pushed the City to consider a
detailed proposal to build
housing above its Park and
Ride sites.

Student Accommodation
Greens will:
•  Seek to ensure that students are

provided with purpose-built
accommodation.

•  Design a strategy in cooperation
with the University and Oxford
Brookes to ensure no more than
3000 students are living in the
private rented sector, which is
policy CS25 of the current City
Core Strategy. With this
reduction to 3000, the potential
gain to the City would be about
1000 properties for rent to non-
students. 

•  Encourage the University and all
major employers in possession
of large car parks or brownfield
sites with low density use to
consider putting low cost
apartments for their own staff on
such sites.

Housebuilding Standards
We need to influence planners
and council officers to insist on
much higher housing standards
than are commonly being
achieved ensuring all new housing
will be designed for low energy
use and as near to zero emissions
as practicable. The same
standards should be applied
retrospectively to existing houses
and student accommodation
where possible.

Greens will:  
•  Prepare a Green housing

budget with resources for local
needs. 

•  We will help create jobs,
improve skills and invest in our
communities through
provision of new housing and
the better use of existing
housing and the built
environment. 

•  Take every opportunity to
increase the amount of social
housing and commonly owned
housing as representing the
best way to ensure availability
of affordable housing and
continue to press for an end to
Right to Buy.

•  Reject the Strategic Housing
Market Assessment for
Oxfordshire as not fit for
purpose.

•  Fight for all housing
developments above 10 units to
have a 50% proportion
dedicated to social housing with
an additional 10% for key
workers including part-rent,
part-buy opportunities.

•  Press for social housing rent
freezes to help our poorest
households or at least rent
increases no greater than
inflation. 

•  Prioritise social housing and key
worker housing needs in Oxford
to be met on available
brownfield sites, rather than
additional retail and hotel
development.

•  Campaign for the proportion of
available City resources allocated
to low cost housing options to
increase, including establishing a
new deal for people who live on
boats at residential moorings to
keep costs down. We also
support the use of mobile homes
for long-term residence. 

•  Encourage council officers to
work with the private rented
sector to reduce housing costs to
an average of no more than 30%
of household income with a view
to reducing this to 25% in the
long-term.

•  Instruct council officers to draw
up registers of all empty property
in the area and formulate
strategies for its use.

•  Instigate Council advice and
assistance for groups of
homeless persons to make
proposals about the use of
suitable empty commercial and
domestic property, including car
parks which could have
accommodation built above
them, and to put these proposals
into effect.

•  Instruct Officers to plan
provision and advice for those
who find themselves in extreme
difficulty in obtaining housing,
e.g. asylum seekers, and refugees
in need of affordable housing.

•  Welcome the subdivision of
properties and the extension of
properties throughout the City as
a contribution to meeting rising
housing demand. 

•  Support local authority purchase
of housing to meet the needs of
people on local authority
housing waiting lists.

•  Plan for surface car parks/park
and ride car parks to be
considered for dual use: parking
at ground level with apartments
above and look into use of
industrial derelict sites and
empty commercial properties for
potential to meet housing needs.
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Greens will:
•  Prioritise more eco-friendly

Council Housing, trying to
protect tenants’ security of
tenure, and links between
families and communities.

•  Support insulation publicity
campaigns and grants to low
income households to encourage
energy efficiency; 

•  Continue to press for sustainable
development in emerging area
plans such as the West Barton
Housing Scheme.

•  Support steps to reduce energy
bills for social housing tenants
such as the provision of far more
solar panels. 

•  Encourage use of the built
environment as an important
habitat for other species such as
lichens, birds and bats. The
design of new housing shall take
this into consideration as part of
efforts to enhance biodiversity.

•  Encourage the Council to pass
by-laws prohibiting bonfires on
building sites since they are a
public nuisance and consume
wood and sometimes other
materials that may be re-used
elsewhere. 

•  Ensure that self-build schemes
are encouraged.

•  Press for changes to height and
size requirements for new homes
in Oxford. 

Concerning sensitivity to heights
and residential density in
Oxford, we feel heights above
18.2 metres can be considered in
principle subject to high design
standards, sustainability and
Parker-Morris amounts of space
per person. Location of such
taller buildings will be
considered carefully, to help
retain existing ‘view cones.’

Transitory
Accommodation
Greens will:
•  Establish favourable, flexible

planning consent with regards to
non-load bearing structures of
transitory nature such as tents,
tipis, benders and yurts.
Permanent stay (over 6 months)
at one location will be subject to
planning approval.

Housing Management,
Co-operatives &
Protection of Tenants
We will encourage development of
Housing Co-operatives as more
decentralised forms of housing
management, and the
empowerment of tenants. i.e.
housing which is co-operatively
owned not just co-operatively
managed where assets may
support the development of more
co-operatives.  

We support the extension of these
principles to local authority and
housing associations’ provision of
low cost housing.

Greens will:
•  Support the formation of council

run letting agencies – free from
unfair letting agency fees for
tenants and pushing up
standards in rented housing.

•  Organise training and support
for tenants to enable more
decentralised and participatory
forms of housing management
and promote equality of
opportunity.

•  When budgets permit, resources
for establishing more
comprehensive housing advice
centres will be found and
existing legislation will also be
more strictly enforced.

•  Greens will continue support for
the Houses in Multiple
Occupation registration scheme,
subject to adequate resources,
ensuring 100% of relevant
properties are covered by the
schemes rather than 50% as at
present and that rulings from
council officers placed upon
landlords are consistent from
year to year; and compliant with
national housing legislation.

Special Needs and 
A Good Community 
for Vulnerable People
We will give consideration to the
design of new and refurbished
housing so that it enables
residents more easily to watch out
for each other and fosters a sense
of community. Suitable sheltered
accommodation needs to be
provided in association with
housing associations, health
authorities, charitable and
community organisations for the
more vulnerable members of
society, in particular women and
others threatened with violence,
older people and the infirm, those
with learning difficulties and
persons recovering from drug or
alcohol abuse.

Greens will:
•  Encourage housing planning

and community space design in
line with Co-Housing principles,
with its mixture of public and
private space. Those who
particularly benefit from this
include lone parents and older
people. 
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Southampton and Worthing
councils both have their own
energy generation helping to
reduce their energy bills. Plans
already exist for more renewable
energy in Didcot and further
expansion of the efforts of the
Westmill solar initiative which has
a solar park near Watchfield. It
would clearly be better to use
council reserves to support energy
conservation and clean energy
than allow more Oxfordshire
households to join the estimated
4.5 million UK households in fuel
poverty. 

For the economy to work for our
communities, it must support
decent jobs that pay a Living
Wage. Greens will work to support
key employers in our city to
guarantee a Living Wage.
Oxfordshire Green Party supports
the use of the London Living Wage
in Oxford, namely the current rate
of £9.40 per hour. Oxford’s high
housing prices require that a
Living Wage is set at the London
level.

We also believe that the City
Council should actively encourage
large employers to adopt the
London Living Wage by publishing
a directory of firms that pay it and
naming and shaming those found
to be paying below the UK Living
Wage (currently £8.25 per hour
outside London).

Tourism in Oxford can be a
substantial benefit to the local
economy and local residents but
approximately 9.6 million visitors
to the City each year tend to be
day trippers. We need to
encourage longer stay and ’green’
tourism to enhance the benefits to
our local economy whilst
minimising the negative impact.

The current uncertainty about
the future of UK membership of
the European Union (EU) is bad
for both domestic and
international investment in
Oxford and elsewhere in the UK.    

Promoting the Local Green Economy     
A globally renowned City, Oxford’s economy is subject to many
external influences. Whilst this has many positive benefits, the danger
is that Oxford’s well-being could become too dependent on distant
economies.

This is one of the reasons that
Greens want to help build a
stronger local economy to work in
the interests of our communities,
not those of big corporations. We
need a thriving mix of industry
and commerce with the economic
resilience these will provide,
including a retail offering which is
not a cloned copy of what you can
find in high streets up and down
the country.

The Council’s intransigence over
rate relief killed off the community
owned People’s Supermarket
despite Green Party attempts to
intervene on their behalf. The
Greens would use the
discretionary powers that the
Council has when levying rates to
support community-owned, not-
for-profit enterprises and
cooperatives.

Greens will encourage social
enterprises and cooperatives as a
larger part of the employment mix
because we recognise that, when
they are not protected, we lose
local shops and small local
businesses.

Oxford’s Green councillors
support employment initiatives in
public, private, charitable and
social enterprise sectors which
increase energy efficiency and the
use of microgeneration and foster
an increase in food production
within Oxford in allotments and
gardens. We support a programme
of renewal and addition to
Oxford’s trees in feasible sites.

Businesses owned in the
community keep the profits
flowing in the community and are
more likely to understand the
concerns of their neighbours.
Chain stores suck profits out of
the area and are distant and
unaccountable to the
communities they sell to. Greens
will seek to level the playing field
to promote the local economy –
for example Oxford Greens have
taken the lead in calling for a
supermarket levy which applies
differential rating levels to larger
retailers.

Energy Cooperatives are also
good for the economy and the
environment. 

Old and new mix on Cornmarket, 
2006 (CC) Karen Roe
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•  Got the Council to initiate a
guest house review.

•  We persuaded the council to
consider a ‘Supermarket Levy’
recognising the harm these
supermarkets do to local
economies and to raise funds
to invest in local communities.

•  Greens helped attract the
Ethical Property Company to
East Oxford where they now
manage the Old Music Hall on
Cowley Road, which provides
office space for small local
charities and organisations. 

•  Greens surveyed the local
traders near St Clements’s car
park correctly identifying that
the loss of the car park would
reduce trade. The Greens
managed to get the Council to
agree to a temporary car
parking arrangement which
has reduced the financial
impact on local businesses.

Greens will:
•  Propose that Oxford City Council

and our County Council should
investigate the cost advantages
of investing in renewable
systems of energy generation to
cut their own costs, and those of
local residents in the longer
term.

•  Support the formation of
energy cooperatives
which encourage
clean energy
generation
similar to the one
in Brighton.

•  Support
employment
initiatives in the
public, private,
charitable and social
enterprise sectors which
increase energy efficiency and
the use of micro-generation.

•  Support initiatives which make
better use of the built
environment and increase local
employment in the building
trade. Examples include
converting long-term disused
retail, warehouse and office
space to housing.

•  Continue to work with local
residents to get a better planning
regime to protect local traders on
the Cowley Road, Iffley Road and
St Clements.

•  Continue our work with traders
and the City Council to re-build
trust between the parties and
ensure a successful future for the
Covered Market as a home for a
wide variety of independent
businesses.

•  Continue to run Green Fairs
each year, giving participating

local businesses the
opportunity to attract

new customers.

•  Support the
Oxford Breakfast
scheme to
encourage
overnight tourists

to shop at local
retailers.

•  Support the Oxford
Green Card to encourage

tourists to use sustainable
businesses.

•  Re-launch the Oxford Pound, a
local currency which aims to
support the local economy.

•  Try to use the local Council’s
discretion to vary business rates
to support social enterprises and
co-operatives.

•  Push for proper enforcement of
existing planning restrictions on
supermarkets. We lost Oxford’s
B&Q store to another Sainsbury’s
supermarket as a direct result of
the Labour City Council ignoring
the restriction on food retail in
the John Allen Centre.

Green successes:
•  Greens successfully mobilised

local opposition to a planning
application for change of use to
a hotel-chain restaurant, thus
saving Professional Music
Technology Shop, one of our
iconic Cowley Road shops. 

•  Blackwells changed their
planning application for
student accommodation to
several small local retail units
when Greens pointed out that
it would breach the Cowley
Road planning restrictions on
balanced retail business.

•  Our popular Winter Green
Fairs have 35 years of success,
involving many small local
enterprises.

•  With Green support, a local
landlord twice refused to rent
to large chains, preferring to
rent his premises to small local
retailers.

Greens want 
to help build a

stronger local economy
to work in the interests 

of our communities, 
not those of big
corporations.

The Conservative government’s
proposals to take back from
Europe powers over the
environment and human rights
are extremely disturbing given
their appalling record compared
to the policies of the EU. These
actions would help neither the
people nor the environment in
Oxford. 

Greens recognise that the EU
fails in many areas so we want
reform, including abolition of the
Common Agricultural Policy, but
we also want to continue to be a
member of the EU.
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•  Promote Oxford as a tourist
destination for UK and short-
distance tourism from the
continent. Campaign for local
authorities to be fully
responsible for enhancing
cycling and walking networks
within their own boundaries and
in cooperation with
neighbouring authorities. This is
the priority area for tourism
development as it has the least
ecological impact. It will also be
useful to residents, encouraging
new developments aimed at
attracting tourists to have local
benefits.

•  Campaign to upgrade pay and
conditions of work in tourism,
which are amongst the worst of
any industry in Britain. The
Green Party would seek full
compliance with minimum wage
legislation in the short term,
until a compulsory Living Wage
is adopted for all over 16s; we
would require that employees
and sole traders are given high
quality skills training and we
would encourage creation of
longer-term employment in this
sector by promoting dual use of
tourism facilities on a year-
round basis. New development
proposals should be assessed for
their capacity to attract year-
round use.

•  Empower the City Council to
give grants to improve cycling
facilities  to small and medium-
sized tourism sector enterprises,
such as bed and breakfast
establishments and hotels.

•  Link coach parking charges to
inflation, as part of a strategy to
reduce this unsustainable form
of tourist travel in favour of less
damaging modes like cycling,
walking, and the use of trains.

•  Seek to raise the Oxford Living
Wage to the level equal to
London.

•  Act to improve accommodation
that enables people to bring their
pets on holiday; this is limited at
present. Local authorities would
conduct a survey of such
accommodation locally and if
necessary give grant aid to
ensure that enough is available
to meet the estimated demand.

•  Encourage employment
provided via homebuilding
rather than hotel building on any
brownfield sites.

•  We will continue to encourage
more small bed and breakfast
establishments, rather than large
hotel chains to provide for
tourists in Oxford.

Green Councillors seek 
to ensure allocation of
appropriate grants to
sustain core functions of
the existing network of
social enterprises and
ethnic minority
associations which assist
refugees, asylum seekers
and members of ethnic
minorities who may need
support. This could help
their staff and officers to
focus on developing
alternative extra
fundraising strategies to
meet the needs of these
groups. The Green Party
condemns other political
parties that are blaming
and scapegoating migrants
for economic and social
problems – problems
caused by the
Government's failure to
run the economy for
ordinary people. We will
stand up to UKIP, Tory,
Labour and Lib Dem
policies that would shut
the door to migrants.

Green successes:
•  Argued for the council to oppose

measures forcing landlords to check
immigration status of tenants.

•  Been long standing supporters of
Oxford City of Sanctuary, welcoming
refugees and asylum seekers.
Secured Council support for a
package of measures aimed to make
refugees welcome in Oxford including
supporting the Host Oxford scheme
to offer housing for Syrian refugees.

•  Been at the forefront of campaigning
for Oxford to take its fair share of
refugees in accordance with the UN
recommendations.

•  Secured funding for Oxfordshire
Community and Voluntary Action to
fund ‘English for Speakers of Other
Languages’ (ESOL) places, to train
volunteers, and bring together
organisations providing education
and community groups working with
people who need help.

•  Secured funding for Asylum Welcome
to fund individual tuition and to
establish a continuing fund to receive
contributions for that purpose.

Refugee & Migrant Rights’    
Oxford has a strong history of welcoming migrants. The Green Party
firmly believes immigration enhances our culture and diversity,
benefits the economy, and improves our relationships with peoples
around the world. We also believe the UK has a moral duty to offer
refuge to asylum seekers.
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Greens will:
•  Ensure that all council services

and advice are able to meet the
needs of refugees and migrants –
including help with accessing
housing and benefits.

•  Fund advice services to help new
migrants to settle in, ranging
from registering with the NHS to
getting the paperwork needed to
work.

•  Campaign against the reduction
of legal aid from refugees and
migrants, and support initiatives
to continue providing legal
assistance.

•  Campaign to end the detention
of asylum seekers. e.g.
Campsfield.

•  Campaign for asylum seekers to
have the right to work – rather
than being stuck with no wages
and no benefits.

•  Campaign to reinstate the 2013
cuts to legal aid for refugees
(Legal Aid Sentencing and
Punishment of Offenders Act
2012) and support initiatives to
continue providing legal
assistance.

•  Oppose the government's
Immigration Act which forces
landlords to make residency
checks and charges migrants to
use the NHS.

•  Support Oxford's status as a City
of Sanctuary and provide further
practical support towards this
aim.

•  Continue to support language
classes (ESOL) for adults and
children.

When Greens held the balance of
power on the City Council 2004-
2008, we succeeded in massively
increasing the city’s dismal
recycling rate through the
introduction of doorstep
recycling. The Council’s own
award winning carbon
management
programme also
originated from a
Green proposal as
did the investment
in various low
carbon and
renewable energy
initiatives. Oxford
City Centre became an
air quality management
area only after the Greens first
proposed it. 

But without continued pressure
from the Greens there is a
tendency for the Council to let
things slide. Air quality still
exceeds EU pollution limits and is
likely to worsen once the Westgate
Centre is completed. 

The City’s carbon emission
needs to continue the downward
trend if we are to play our part in
tackling climate change. 

Recycling rates have stagnated
and remain well below those of

neighbouring Councils.
There is still a great deal

to do if we are to make
Oxford into a truly
sustainable city.

Recent years have
shown the local
impact of climate
change with issues

such as flooding and
local storm damage

from freak weather
occurring year on year.

Remarkably there are still
politicians in Oxfordshire who
deny that climate change even
exists. Only the Greens are
committed to taking the lead on
environmental matters and
reducing the carbon footprint
from all of Oxford’s sources of
emissions.

A Sustainable Oxford  
The Greens have been at the forefront of improving our environment
and making our city sustainable, pushing the Council to make change
happen. Countless initiatives can be traced back to Green policy ideas,
budget amendments, questions or motions to the City Council. Green
Councillors have worked consistently to encourage useful and
substantial employment potential within the wide range of policies
for sustainability.

The City’s
carbon emission

needs to continue the
downward trend if we
are to play our part in

tackling climate
change. 

Refugee children receive winter clothes 
in Kabul, 2013 (CC) John Callahan
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Greens highlight the scientific
consensus on climate change.
Now in Oxford we must face up to
different kinds of threats from
weather changes, one of the most
pressing at this time being
flooding. 

We also recognise however that
it is going to be vital for us to
adapt to a whole range of
challenges by ensuring we have
access to a good supply of locally
produced food, adequate clean
water should there be drought and
clean air which does not damage
our health.

We have been largely
responsible through our work in
council committees or lobbying
and motions to Council for
virtually every sustainability
initiative the City Council has
introduced over the last decade.

Greens will:
•  Re-instate the policy for access

to green spaces. 

•  Work to create a municipal
energy provider using renewable
systems such as solar farms and
hydro schemes to generate local
energy at cheaper rates.

•  Continue to insist on
proper maintenance
of SUDS
(sustainable
urban drainage
systems)
whether private
or council.

•  Further
improve the
energy efficiency
of all Council
housing and
municipal buildings.

•  Put solar panels on the Town
Hall’s huge south facing roof.

•  Campaign to encourage
transformation of car and other
vehicle production to electric
vehicle production to increase
use of this cleaner transport
within Oxford. 

•  Create Low Emission Zones
across the City that will deliver
genuine and lasting reductions
in air pollution.

•  Demand a dramatic increase in
presently stagnant recycling
rates to at least 80% and set the
date for zero land fill as 2020.

•  Continue to oppose waste
incineration.

•  Create a local ’urban mine’
where products are sent for re-
use rather than recycling or
disposal.

•  Promote a Zero Waste approach
in which all types of waste are

assessed for re-use and
recycling, creating new,

useful employment
as a result. This

would include
food waste
coordinated by a
Council officer
helping in the
creative use and

distribution of
food, ultimately

aiming for a
reduction in the need

for food banks.

•  Supporting and encouraging
more home grown food by
developing community gardens,
increasing sale and production
of local food, and enhancing
allotments, as we are aware that
food will become increasingly
costly in family budgets.

•  Promote co-operatives and
collective buying with the
coordination and promotion of
good food and food bank
networks through a Council
Food Policy Officer.

Green successes:
•  The Green established Low

Carbon East Oxford, one of the
City’s community based
groups. 

•  We actively engaged with the
Inequalities Panel to assess
over-all impact of Council
decisions in their potential to
widen rather than lessen
inequalities. 

•  Successfully lobbied to keep
the Redbridge Waste and Re-
cycling Centre open.

•  Got the Council to install solar
panels and insulation on
Council homes.

•  Pressed for reductions in the
Council’s own carbon footprint
through a range of energy-
saving initiatives.

•  Seed funded one of the first
Car Sharing Schemes.

•  Pushed for the Council to
make Oxford a Fairtrade City.

•  Established the East Oxford
Farmers Market.

•  Successfully lobbied to
establish a Climate Change
officer team at the City Council
to monitor its performance at
cutting its climate emissions
and provide the expertise to do
the job.

We have 
been largely

responsible through our
work in council committees
or lobbying and motions to
Council for virtually every

sustainability initiative 
the City Council has
introduced over the 

last decade.



Green Spaces & Biodiversity in Oxford 23Oxfordshire Green Party Local Election Manifesto 201622

•  Support flood protection for
local communities, but also
pursue a whole river basin
approach with natural flood
management to lessen the
volumes of water coming down
from the upper Thames and its
tributaries.

•  Ensure developers build to
higher environmental standards.
Currently the Council allows too
many developers to build
without adhering to existing
environmental standards. Ideally
all developments should include
a commitment to install water
butts on new houses, provide
means of using grey water for
toilet flushing and low water use
appliances as standard fixtures
in new and refurbished homes.

Other valued green spaces
include allotments, recreation
grounds, parks and green field
sites on the fringes of the City. We
seek to protect and enhance
quality of life for our urban
populations relying heavily on
City green spaces and on the
many services provided by the
surrounding countryside. These
include the supply of food, water
and natural resources and a wide
range of recreational pursuits. 

Oxford with its considerable
number of allotments, open
spaces and gardens, can become
an ‘agropolis’ as part of its
sustainability for the future,
reducing the ecological footprint
of the City. The developing Oxford
City Farm project in Florence Park
will add to this process alongside
the City’s allotment sites and such
successful ventures as the
Barracks Lane Community
Garden. 

The City and the countryside
include living ecosystems. These
have innate very long-term value
that cannot be assessed in solely
monetary terms. 

Oxford Green Party believes that
we all have an obligation to live
within the natural limits of our
environment and to adopt
lifestyles that will not irrevocably
damage the environment for
future generations.

We see the whole of the
countryside, including woods and
trees playing vital roles in the
landscape. We value all our green
spaces in Oxford as important for
conservation and we would treat
all farmland and open country as
environmentally sensitive.

Flooding
We consider flooding as an
increasingly serious problem
brought about by climate change.
The approach to water should
include consideration of measures
to combat other aspects of climate
change such as drought. 

We will work with all agencies to
implement plans that look at the
river catchment as a whole and
put forward wide ranging
solutions. 

•  Introduce a water poverty
standard similar to the fuel
poverty standard. Oxfordshire
Green Party urges the
Government to give
consideration to setting 3% of
net income as the level above
which it is unreasonable to
expect a household to meet
water charges. Higher
expenditure will imply water
poverty and the Government
should develop policies to
reduce the numbers of
households affected.

•  Improve standards needed for
Sustainable Urban Drainage
Systems to prevent run off from
flooding as a long-term
programme of work.

•  The Greens are driving the
change to a more sustainable
Oxford - we have the ideas and
the vision to make our city
sustainable while protecting
people’s livelihoods.

Green Spaces & Biodiversity in Oxford
Some habitats in Oxford and the County are globally rare or unique to
the British Isles such as the Lye Valley SSSI fen, Port Meadow and
Aston’s Eyot. We have international obligations to conserve them.

Westmill Solar and Wind Farm, South Oxfordshire 2015 (CC) Daphne Locke
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These include appropriate
building regulations, sustainable
drainage and other ecological
measures e.g.: increased tree
planting and wetland capacity. 
We recognise a general restraint is
needed on green field site
development as it may contribute
significantly to flooding. i.e. the
development ‘footprint’ of new
developments in the countryside.

Greens will: 
•  Call a halt to proposals for a

Western Conveyance Channel to
move flood waters rapidly past
Oxford, because it is a simplistic
solution to a complex problem
which ultimately will not actually
solve the problem.

•  Improve standards needed for
Sustainable Urban Drainage
Systems to prevent run off from
flooding as a long-term
programme of work, using funds
allocated to the Western
Conveyance Channel to ensure
maintenance.

•  Encourage partnerships with
other planning authorities to
look at changing land use in the
catchment to slow down water
arriving in the Thames and
tributaries e.g. increased tree
planting or water-hungry crops.

•  Endorse the extra controls and
incentives for specially protected
areas and their maintenance.
Work to link the current
protected areas into a wider
network of sites.

•  Continue to develop and refine
the County’s response with other
agencies to flooding emergencies 

•  Encourage and support the
formation of Flood Action
Groups and local people as street
flood representatives.

•  Develop policies to encourage a
decrease in impermeable areas
within our City, including the
restoration of front gardens
and/or the creation of
permeable parking surfaces
which are properly maintained.

•  Increase advice and support to
residents and businesses on how
to make their properties more
flood resilient. Examine
proposals for Sustainable Urban
Drainage Systems with care,
when offered as part of any
development to ensure that very
high standards are applied, and
that long-term maintenance is
ensured.

•  Provide adequate funding for the
management of designated
environmentally sensitive sites,
including Sites of Special
Scientific Interest (SSSIs), and
other already designated sites
within Oxford.

•  Protect woods, plantations,
orchards, agroforestry, hedges
and trees as they are especially
important to our policies to
protect air quality, biodiversity
and absorb noise and beautify
our City.

•  Retain and rigorously strengthen
Green Belt legislation as a
positive measure to revitalise the
countryside, improve quality of
life for people in cities and large
towns and encourage the
extension of ‘green wedges' into
the cities. Greenfield sites at the
fringes of Oxford would be
protected from development and
Oxford’s currently designated
Green Belt should be
substantially increased in size.

There are over 610,000 empty homes in the UK, 
including over 1,300 in Oxfordshire.

So we CAN provide new and improved housing 
as well as keeping our green belt!

Oxford in the rain, 2011 (CC) Jody  Morris
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A City for Students 
Education & training is for the benefit of society as a whole, not just
the individual. The Green Party remains  opposed to tuition fees, and
to the abolition of the Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA) which
used to support students in Further Education. 

Tuition fees add to the massive
private debt of our society, and
undermine people’s ability to save
for the future. The Green Party
believes access to Higher and
Further Education should be as
open as possible, permitting us to
address UK skills shortages and to
re-build the public sector after
devastating and avoidable cuts.

Students in Oxford are a vital
part of our communities –
contributing to the local economy
by providing employment and
staying here to work, and
contributing to local culture by
participating in society and
bringing new people to the City.

Green successes:
•  Getting the City Council 

to be tougher with bad
landlords to gradually
improve the quality of the
private rented sector.

•  Originally trialling
registration for houses in
multiple occupation which
became the Houses in
Multiple Occupation
registration scheme.

•  Obtaining a new more
comprehensive rental
policy on Houses of
Multiple Occupation from
the City Council.

•  Attending regular
consultation meeting with
the Universities to improve
student welfare and liaison
with local communities. 

•  Continually fighting for the
redesign of notorious
accident black spots for
cyclists in the city centre.

•  Supporting the student
volunteer hubs in their
schemes to help local
communities.

•  Supporting dedicated
student accommodation
applications for more
campus based
accommodation.

Greens will:
•  Campaign for a fair rents scheme.

•  Continue to campaign against
tuition fees, and to demand the
return of the EMA, and for equal
opportunities as the only way to
maintain social justice. 

•  Campaign to ensure that City
Council housing policies reflect the
needs and aspirations of students
to live in decent accommodation
throughout their studies. 

•  Campaign to resolve the problems
that students face when applying
for visas to enter the UK to study.

•  Continue their stance that
companies who contract with the
Council should have at least 5% of
their employees below the age of
25.

•  Seek improvements in the present
bureaucratic HMO licensing
scheme introduced in 2011 whose
costs are being passed on to
students and other tenants through
rents.

•  Provide a Student Welfare and
Advisory service and give free
lettings of the Town Hall for
Employment Fairs.

•  Seek the expansion of the student
warden service where students
themselves help supervise their
colleagues’ behaviour.

•  Re-instate the Youth Ambition
Programme which was cut by the
City Council.

However, they are often
neglected by local councils who
consider them a transitory
population. 

Greens will fight for students to
be supported on equal terms by
council services and welcomed as
members of their local
communities. 

Greens will continue to lobby for
the rights of students to live in
adequate, cheap, dedicated
student accommodation where
they may also gain some
employment opportunities
throughout their studies.

Oxford Students (CC) Diarmuid

Student Fees Protest, Oxford 1999 
(CC) Jon Worth
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Planning for a Sustainable Future   
The Greens favour planning that is participatory, leading to the
creation of better quality sustainable buildings requiring minimal off
site energy sources. Green spaces are important.  We are protecting
these in partnership with a variety of local community and
management groups.

While fighting to preserve our
green spaces from development, it
is important that we do not forget
the management and preservation
of our existing open spaces,
conservation areas and Town
Meadows and we acknowledge the
work of ‘Friends’ groups for
existing parks in helping to make
this a reality. 

Protection of the Green Belt
around Oxford is a real priority,
especially as both Labour and the
Tories fail to protect green field
sites from urban sprawl. The City
Council plans to grab green spaces
from neighbouring authorities
with a view to forcing them to be
developed without regard for the
most sustainable locations for jobs
and housing. 

Greens and local people have
strongly opposed Council backed
plans where opportunities
identified by local communities
have been ignored.  From
redeveloping St. Clements car
park to the Blavatnik building and
the Port Meadow fiasco, the
Council has shown a cavalier
disregard for local opinion.

We need to protect the overall
level of jobs for existing residents
through planning policies rather
than simply seeking expansion.
The focus should be in generating
new development in high quality
well paid employment to replace
local job losses. Growth for the
sake of growth runs counter to the
heritage of Oxford which has
always placed a premium on
quality rather than mere volume.

Labour abolished local planning
committees - which gave local
people and local councillors a real
say in how their neighbourhoods
are developed.

In order to increase funds and
offer a transparent democratic
approach to sustainable
developments for the future in the
City, Districts and County
Councils Greens would abolish the
Local Enterprise Partnership and
Oxfordshire Growth Board
transferring their funds and
appropriate functions to elected
representatives in local
government.

Green successes:
•  We helped change the City

policy on use of neonicotinoids
in order to support wildlife,
protect bees and other
pollinating insects.

•  Made open spaces - such as
Aston’s Eyot - more accessible
and helped local groups
improve and develop schemes.

•  Retained public access to parks
such as Angel and Greyhound
Meadow and backed Town
Green status for sites such as
Warneford Meadow.

•  With the community
campaign, forced the Council
to review its failure to provide
an Environmental Impact
Statement of the Port Meadow
development.

•  Took the lead in seeking to
amend the Core Strategy for
the City’s development. Greens
were the only party to
consistently seek to preserve
Oxford’s unique character,
requiring more assurances
about infrastructure,
community facilities, traffic
minimisation, and open green
space in the West Barton
Development.

•  Supported local businesses to
thrive and fend off threats of
closure e.g. helping the
Professional Music Technology
shop fend off the threat of
closure by spreading news of
the petition against re-
development.

Our most beloved Port Meadow, June 2010 (CC) Anders Sandberg
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Greens will:
•  Encourage developers of all new

properties to achieve a zero
carbon level of emissions.

•  Oppose the proposed haphazard
expansion of Oxford and wilful
disregard of the Green Belt. 

•  Stop the selloff of Council
owned farmland and
other productive
land. We should use
it to provide food
and wood
products for use
locally at the
same time as
generating
revenues for the
Council.

•  Create new allotments
where there is demand on
the periphery of urban areas to
increase local food production.

•  Press for Town Green status for
accepted green spaces.

•  Do all in our power to help local
independent traders keep the
individual character of shopping
in Oxford, resisting the rise of
clone town British chain stores,
especially through our
engagement with the Covered
Market renovation proposals.

Only Green Party councillors are
committed to reducing the City’s
carbon footprint and ensuring
that the City’s economy and
infrastructure is fit for the future.

The Greens initially proposed
that the Council adopt a carbon
management strategy. This has
now developed into an award
winning scheme which has seen
the Council significantly reduce its
own carbon footprint. But much
more needs to be done if Oxford is
to fully address its contribution to
climate change.

Greens wish to see a speedier
implementation of initiatives to
reduce emissions from vehicles
throughout Oxford and promotion
of more jobs in sustainable modes
of transport wherever possible.

The council has a responsibility
to tackle climate change and local
actions play a vital role. Only the
Greens have the drive to push
ahead with changes that are
needed.

•  Support local residents devising
their own Community Nature
and Neighbourhood Plans for
open spaces. 

•  View Oxford in its natural
context. This includes planning
to keep its biodiversity and
protecting natural resources like

watercourses whilst taking
action to prevent

flooding. Extensive
tree planting will

form an important
part of this
approach.

•  Resist the
development of

hydraulic fracking
anywhere in

Oxfordshire, in
cooperation with our

Green Party County Councillors
and our Green MEPs.

•  Re-establish the post of Bio-
diversity Officer to oversee and
encourage sustainable practices
in our City.

•  Defend the heritage of our city,
access to green spaces and will
encourage planning for the
wellbeing of our city.

Action on Climate Change 
Recent years have shown the local impact of climate change with, for
example more frequent flooding here in Oxford. Now more than 5,000
homes are at risk of flooding in the City. 

Green successes:
•  Steered through Council the

first ever fossil fuel
divestment policy adopted by
a UK local authority. 

•  Established a Climate
Change officer team to
improve City Council
performance in cutting its
greenhouse gas emissions
and provide the expertise to
win awards.

•  Introduced and supported a
large array of green initiatives
in East Oxford including the
Car Club, solar panels on
Manzil Way, the Farmers’
Market and many other low
carbon projects. 

•  Worked to establish low
carbon community groups
throughout Oxford to
stimulate community
involvement in local
initiatives.

Protection 
of the Green Belt

around Oxford is a real
priority, especially as
both Labour and the
Tories fail to protect
green field sites from

urban sprawl.
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Greens will:
•  Reverse cuts to the city’s

environmental budget.

•  Work with the energy companies
to introduce a city-wide scheme
offering free wall and loft
insulation for all tenants.

•  Build new affordable ‘green
homes' on vacant industrial sites
and above car parks - not on
sensitive ‘green field’ sites or
flood plains. It is possible to
retain desired car parking at
ground level whilst providing
apartments above such parking,
maximising the use of the space.

Green successes:
•  Achieved expanded

bus services and more
frequent timing. 

•  Successfully
campaigned for
pedestrian crossings
on St Clements Street,
Donnington Bridge
Road and Iffley Road.

•  Secured £1million for
Cowley Rd traffic
scheme from the
Government ensuring
trees, benches & cycle
parking were
provided to improve
the area. This led to a
35% reduction in the
accident rate on
Cowley Rd.

•  Demanded
monitoring and
changes to bus
carbon monoxide
emissions. 

Further pedestrianisation and better
road planning are needed to tackle the
acute transit problems Oxford faces. 

The Greens recognise the
contributions of the Oxford Pedestrians’
Association, and local cycling groups
such as Cyclox, and businesses, in
supporting a sustainable transport
future for our city. Cycling is the most
energy efficient form of transport and is
not polluting. However cycle routes are
poorly thought out: we need a complete
dual network for leisure and commuting,
not disconnected cycle lanes.

Greens have pressed for improvements
in transport under the City Council’s
planning and other powers but, despite
recognition that there is a real problem,
the Labour run City Council have
introduced only limited measures to
help cyclists. The County Council, which
has major transport powers, has also
failed to address the rising number of
accidents involving cyclists as well as
introducing cuts to bus subsidies.

Transport is important. It must be
pollution-free with an emphasis on
cycling, walking, and public transport as
the best solutions for solving congestion.
Cyclists and pedestrians deserve a better
deal.  

Transport for All
The Greens have a long history of fighting for improvements for
cyclists and demanding lower emission public transport with more
frequent public services. Others may recognize the problems but only
the Greens have effective solutions.

•  Improve enforcement of
building regulations to raise
environmental standards, deliver
fuel savings through insulation
schemes and other energy saving
measures such as boiler
replacement and have zero
carbon property building in the
City.

•  Insist on full implementation 
of existing regulations on
Environmental Impact
Assessment and traffic impact
assessment on all new building.

•  Propose policies to tackle the
risk of flooding in Oxford not
only within the City but also
around the northern tributaries
to the Thames. 

•  Invest in renewable energy
systems on Council buildings
and on Council owned land. 

Didcot Power Station, 2007 (CC) Rose Davies
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Greens will:  
•  Continue to work with

communities to introduce
Controlled Parking Zones- where
the community supports them.

•  Highlighted the health
problems of air pollution with
numerous Town Hall
presentations by our Green
European Member of
Parliament Keith Taylor.

•  Seed funded the East Oxford
Car Club which has taken 300
cars off the road.

•  Fought for over 15 years and
achieved cross ticketing
between bus companies.

•  Implemented a real increase in
the number of cycle racks and
improved cycle lanes
throughout the City. 

•  Kept up the pressure for a new
safe cycling route from the
Plain through Cowley centre to
Blackbird Leys, Kassam and the
Science Park avoiding both the
Cowley and Iffley Roads in
collaboration with CyclOx.

Greens will:
•  Campaign for all employers to

increase the number of their staff
that are enabled to telework, as a
result of enhanced Green Travel
Plans and reductions in
employee car parking to
discourage car commuting. We
also recognise that internet
shopping may reduce car
journeys even where distribution
journeys by delivery vehicles are
being created, and support
initiatives which allow small and
medium sized enterprises to
improve their internet sales – to
help cut car traffic.

•  We will work to ensure new
developments with additional
employment implications have
Green Travel Plans and traffic
impact assessments of a rigorous
nature before planning approval
is given by Oxford City Council.

•  Support ‘Smart Transport’
which would allow potential
travellers within the City to
assess traffic conditions, locate
where the goods and services
they want may be found and to
consider which transport mode
or modes are best for their
journey. This type of initiative
should be strongly supported as
a means of reducing traffic
congestion in the City Centre.

•  We will encourage the City
Council promotion of
teleworking and other forms of
working at home, live-work units
and improved broadband
internet access to reduce the
need to travel, especially in rush
hours.

Walking &
Pedestrianisation 
Greens will:
•  Campaign for Safe routes to

schools and school travel plans
to be re-financed and re-
emphasised since about 14% of
cars moving in morning rush
hours are carrying children to
schools.

•  Support pedestrianisation of
Broad Street and St Giles, with
marked cycle ways.

•  Work with CyclOx and the
Pedestrians Association to
improve safety and eliminate
danger spots.

•  Encourage provision of more
pedestrian crossings in Oxford,
with better timings for existing
and new crossings to give
priority to pedestrians.

•  Worked with local residents to
implement Controlled Parking
Zones in St Mary’s and St
Clements in accordance with
their wishes.

•  Campaigned for a new Oxford
four platform rail station to be
established.

•  Obtained speed humps along
the length of Walton Street and
zebra crossings in front of
Worcester College and outside
County Hall.

•  Were instrumental in creating,
City Cycling Forum which
brings together various cycling
campaign organisations with
city councillors and various
others like the University's
sustainable transport person.

Reducing Traffic through
Teleworking, Internet
Shopping & Green Travel
Plans
Oxfordshire Green Party
recognises that traffic levels rise
substantially during school and
university term times.
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Cycling    
Greens will:
•  Campaign to achieve the

‘Benelux three division system’
full separation of cycle-ways
from road traffic wherever
possible as successfully achieved
in other countries e.g. Holland to
reduce accident levels. This is
recognised as the principal
reason that cycle accidents are
50% less in mainland Europe as
compared to the UK.

•  Work with the rail authorities to
significantly expand cycle
parking at Oxford rail station
through the use of two-tier cycle
racks.

•  Make sure that new cycle racks
cater for larger pedal powered
vehicles such as work bikes and
trailers and cycle parking
schemes should provide
sufficient parking spaces for
visitors as well as residents.

•  Actively seek other locations
where two-tier cycle racks could
be installed.

•  Place cycle routes on the major
roads in urban areas with a
planned network of
interconnecting cycle ways
especially East to West routes.

Powered Bicycles,
Motorbikes, Cars and
Scooters 
Electric bicycles are a welcome
addition to the roads of Oxford as
they allow people who are less
physically able to use bicycles to
avoid car journeys and therefore
take up us less road space in their
movements. We recognise the
importance of a City-wide
programme to ensure adequate
charging points for electric modes
of transport.

Greens will:
•  Encourage plans to provide

adequate parking arrangements
for these modes of transport
within the City.

•  Seek to increase provision of
charging points in public spaces
to encourage the use of electric
vehicles.

Buses
Greens will:
•  Seek to increase the coverage

and frequency of bus services in
Oxford and the County, and to
eventually restore support to
subsidised bus services reduced
as a result of past and future
County cuts. We will continue to
fight for more affordable public
transport with lower emission
buses, hybrids and electrics. 

•  Work to increase the number of
bus stops with real time
indicators.

•  Campaign to introduce cheap
ticket schemes for low income
groups.

•  The feasibility of providing racks
on the back of buses for bicycles
should be investigated and if
practical, should result in
implementation throughout the
bus fleet serving Oxfordshire.

•  Push for complete integrated
ticketing across the bus
operators, including for transit
routes across Oxford and an
emphasis on smart card
payment for buses.

Trains and Trams
Greens will:
•  Campaign for railway branch

lines to reopen for passenger
use, such as the Carterton -
Witney - Hinksey – Cowley -
Wheatley line as a light rail route
including underground sections
where necessary.

•  Lobby train operators to provide
more space for bicycles.

•  Maintain that the ‘Varsity’ line
from Oxford to Cambridge
should be re-opened with direct
trains. 

•  Research the potential of
reinstating light rapid transport
systems e.g. trams.

•  Campaign to increase the
frequency of the renewal of cycle
markings, which are currently
being neglected throughout the
City by the County Council.

•  Ring fence budgets to improve
facilities for cyclists such as a
covered cycle hub in the City
Centre area plus prompt filling of
potholes and the completion of a
cycle network around the City.

•  Negotiate for advance stop lines
for cyclists ahead of motorised
traffic at all junctions and traffic
calming on routes hazardous to
cyclists. 

•  Campaign to ensure road
markings, signalling and
junction arrangements consider
pedestrian and cyclist safety as
the top priority over motorised
traffic movement through
junctions.

•  Negotiate with residents and
cycle associations to increase
on-street parking for cycles in
and around shopping areas, and
urban terraced streets, where
parked cycles might otherwise
block the pavement. 

•  Encourage expansion of existing
cycle hire systems, with the goal
of making them similar to the
London system and having
stands in the park and rides.
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Private Transport
The Green Party will support
research into new possibilities for
implementing creative transport
management solutions in Oxford
arising from new technologies,
including: active traffic
monitoring, peer-to-peer
transport applications, electric
vehicles, and autonomous
vehicles. We will encourage
investigation and assessment of
the feasibility of a freight
distribution centre outside Oxford
as a means of reducing Heavy
Goods Vehicle entry to the city,
sited on an existing industrial
estate, to also increase potential
local employment.

We also wish to reduce the total
surface area of Oxford occupied by
car parks by turning some existing
car parks into multi-storey car
parks. The land freed from car
parking can then be allocated to
social and key worker housing. 

Greens will:
•  Support introducing SPECs

average speed cameras and
extend the network with
financial availability to reduce
traffic speeds on our roads.
Unlike other speed cameras
these cameras capture vehicle
speed at a certain point in the
road, and track speed over a set
distance, which may be several
miles.

•  Continue to oppose new Park
and Ride sites throughout the
County but consider decking
existing sites to increase capacity
where needed, improving park
and ride facilities for car users,
with an extra charge to cover
this.  

•  Continue to support car-free
housing alongside improved
public transport, using Section
106 agreements and successor
legislation such as the
Community Infrastructure Levy,
in new developments. Making
sure access for emergency
services, taxi pick-up/drop-off
points and visitor parking are
considered carefully for such
sites.

•  Encourage the adoption of
properly signed and enforced
20mph schemes for all
residential roads in Oxford.

•  The Green Party supports
closing off Hythe Bridge St and
Longwall St to through private
traffic whilst enhancing public
transport as an alternative.

•  Encourage traffic calming to
reduce urban traffic, consulting
the public on the details in their
area.

•  Consider a congestion charge,
workplace car park charging and
road tolls as part of strategies to
reduce urban traffic and
congestion on trunk roads.

•  Fight any expansion of the
London Oxford Airport in
Kidlington and oppose
completely the establishment of
a new airport in Oxfordshire.

•  Continue to support car-free
housing alongside improved
public transport, using Section
106 agreements and successor
legislation, in new
developments. 

•  Push for a full 20mph scheme for
all residential roads in Oxford.

•  Investigate the feasibility of a
freight distribution centre
outside Oxford as a means of
reducing Heavy Goods Vehicle
entry to the city, sited on an
existing industrial estate. 

•  Encourage traffic calming to
reduce urban traffic.

•  Extend the network of speed
cameras as soon as financially
possible to reduce excessive
traffic speeds on our roads.

Driving, cycling and walking on Iffley Road, East Oxford, 2011 (CC) Tejvan Pettinger

Next time
you are stuck 

in traffic, realise
you ARE the

traffic.
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Safer Communities and Civil Liberties  
It’s important for people to be safe in the places they live and work.
Greens want to see road safety taken seriously, and the root causes of
social conflict addressed.

The accident rate on our
roads is still a problem.
Greens already work with the
police through
Neighbourhood Action
Groups, where the whole
community can be
represented in tackling any
problems that arise.

Oxford Greens will seek
restoration of funding for
employment of local police
ensuring that community
policing is retained.
Eliminating the threat of rape,
targeting domestic violence
and eradicating child sexual
abuse are amongst areas of
police deployment which will
benefit from this restoration. 

The underlying causes of
crime are complex, and
Greens support solutions that
recognise this. The gross
inequality in our City and
society in general can drive
social conflict – we support
making society more equal,
including a wider adoption of
the Living Wage.

Green successes:
•  We were the main advocates of

new pedestrian crossings such as
at Donnington Bridge Road and
Iffley Road.

•  Successfully advocated the
introduction of 20mph limits and
a variety of traffic calming
measures for Oxford roads,
saving lives - especially of
children.

•  Championed the Cowley Road
new road system - which led to a
35% decline in accidents. 

•  Greens pushed for the
introduction of the Bicycle
Bobbies and Community
Response Officers.

•  Guided the police to local trouble
spots through our commitment
to the Neighbourhood Action
Groups.

•  Got the council to amend their
draconian measures against City
homeless people, beggars and
buskers.

Greens will:
•  Support restoration of services

for the homeless.

•  Call for the abolition
of the Police and
Crime
Commissioners
and the
restoration of
democratic
control of
policing via an
elected police
authority.

•  Push for 20mph speed
limits on all residential roads in
Oxford.

•  Continue to push for safer
cycling systems on all our roads.

•  Expand neighbourhood policing.

•  Advocate new solar lighting
systems on side streets and

other safety features
which improve

security.

•  Support the
Rape Crisis
Centres, trying to
stop the cuts, and
speak out against

sexual exploitation
and activities such as

trafficking and
prostitution. 

•  Focus on eradicating anti-social
behaviour and alcohol-related
crime.

The gross
inequality in our City
and society in general

can drive social conflict –
we support making society

more equal, including a
wider adoption of the

Living Wage.

Sensitive community Policing can help all parts of our communities feel safer
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Green successes:
•  Moved the original motion

to set up Area Committees
and to give them influence
and an allocation of money
to spend locally. 

•  Actively involved residents’
groups in decision-making
and planning decisions. 

•  Hosted a vast range of
consultative events on
issues such as Controlled
Parking Zones and policing
on the Cowley Road.

•  Organised People’s Budget
events to allocate Green
Councillor allowances fairly
to groups in the
community.

•  Launched a vast range of
initiatives and responses to
local community demands
such as support for the
Cowley Road Carnival, solar
lighting on Manzil Way,
helping the East Oxford
Farmers’ Market - and
hundreds more over ten
years of real democracy. 

•  Green Councillors, as
founding members of the
Cowley Road Carnival,
continue to support the
Carnival despite
inconsistent support from
the Council. i.e. no Carnival
in 2012. 

Power to People    
In a democracy, people should have power to shape their own lives -
simply voting for politicians every few years is not enough. 

Greens want to see people have
a real say in their communities,
rather than a council thinking that
it alone can make decisions that
affect us all. That’s why we value
being involved in local
residents’ and tenants’
and community groups.
The current council
administration has
taken powers and
funding away from
people, giving the
most important
decisions about the
future of our city to just
a handful of councillors. 

Area-based decision making has
been abolished and local
councillors have been given less
say over decisions affecting the
communities they represent, as
the council leadership takes less
interest in the views of the public
outside of elections. 

The Greens will push for people
to have more say in decisions that
affect their communities –
including shaping plans and
sharing out money – to make
those decisions more transparent
and better represent people’s
interests. 

To this end we advocate
abolishing the unelected Local
Enterprise Partnership (LEP) and
reallocating the funds to local
councils. We are committed to a

more democratic approach in
local government which

requires Council officer
posts to be dedicated
to ensuring effective
public participation
and engagement
with consultations

on a variety of issues.

Oxford Greens
support community

centres being retained in the
hands of members of each
community which they serve; we
do not want them to be controlled
by the City Council or its
appointees on a Trust. We also
wish to see a programme of
community centre improvements
to upgrade facilities e.g. at
Bullingdon and Donnington with
more City Council staff allocated
to support the expansion of
activities serving the public on
community centre sites. This
should include resolving the
failure of the present Council to
provide long term leases.

The Greens
will push for

people to have more
say in decisions that

affect their
communities. 

Cowley Road Carnival is a wonderful
celebration of our multi-cultural society, 
where all ages, genders, and backgrounds

dress up, meet, eat, share and party.  
Photos (cc) Kamyar Ali
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Green successes: 
•  Proposed a programme of action

which fights bee colony collapse.

•  Encouraged the Council to focus
on pollinator friendly planting
throughout the City.

Animal Welfare and Rights
Oxfordshire Green Party recognises that the City Council has a vital
role in the protection and promotion of animal rights in Oxford.

Wildlife, Habitat 
and Species Protection 
Maintaining a healthy urban
environment involves supporting
species diversity and vigorously
protecting wild habitats. Oxfordshire
Green Party notes how the current
Conservative Government is engaged in
a relentless effort to marginalise
environmental considerations in public
policy.

Greens will:
•  Seek to ensure that

wildlife-rich sites are
adequately protected and
extend a basic level of
habitat protection to all
green spaces. 

•  Ensure that there are
sufficient resources to
enforce the legislation in
the hands of local
government. 

•  Support the City Council in
opposing any circus using
animals in the Oxford area.

•  Ensure periodic checking
of pet shops to prevent the
sale of endangered species.

•  Resource the dog warden
service adequately, to help
reduce animal cruelty and
the risks that untrained or
uncontrolled animals may
present to the public or to
other animals. 

•  Consider grant assistance
to animal welfare groups
providing animal refuges. 

•  In the long-term, appoint
an Animal Rights Officer to
lead an animal welfare
team for the City. 

Greens will:
•  Re-establish the Area

Committees with full powers
over planning, local devolved
decision-making and with
adequate financial resources

•  Improve the Council’s very poor
record on consultation. e.g. their
lack of acknowledgement of
public support for retaining
Temple Cowley Pools.

•  Reintroduce the Committee
System of decision making so
that all councillors have a say
and stop the concentration of
power with a few individuals. 

•  Introduce a Charter of Citizens’
Rights to give people more of a
say in decision making.

•  Help more local groups with
grants, to contribute to the
community.

•  Introduce residents’ discount
cards, and support the Oxford
Pound initiative, that will
encourage local communities to
be more stable and financially
viable.

•  Do all we can to promote Credit
Unions amongst local
communities to combat the
influence of loan sharks.

•  Continue to oppose the Public
Space Protection Orders.

•  Support Healthwatch, trade
unions and staff in the NHS and
related campaigning groups.  

•  Continue to campaign for full
accountability of Oxfordshire
Local Enterprise Partnership
using our online petition which
can be found at www.change.org

Bee polinating a Sunflower  (cc) Skyseeker
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The 2015 General election included the best ever results for the
Green Party in Oxfordshire.  With your help, we can elect more 

Greens in 2016.

Join the Green Party today:

www.greenparty.org.uk/join

Oxfordshire Green Party are also on Facebook:

www.facebook.com/oxfordgreenparty

Oxfordshire Green Party website:

www.greenoxfordshire.com

Donations can be made through 
the above website or by post to:

Will Fletcher
Treasurer 

44 Vicarage Road
Oxford
OX14RE

Green Party policies:

www.policy.greenparty.org.uk

Health Policy in Our City 
Health and wellbeing are essential features of a good life, at all ages.
The City Council has a role to play in maintaining good health, and
fostering better lifestyles that encourage healthy living. 

The current picture of health in
our city should not encourage
complacency. Because of
pressures on G.P’s workloads,
more surgeries are needed to meet
identified needs.

Unfortunately, Labour when in
government encouraged Public-
Private Partnerships in the NHS
which have increased the costs of
healthcare and this has been
continued by the current
Government.

Also, the pressure on the NHS to
cut £20 billion in England and
Wales ignores the advice of health
service organisations including
the BMA and trade unions that an
ageing population means higher
not lower health spending.

The Green Party believes in an
NHS provided from public funds,
free at the point of use and
available to all and will oppose all
forms of privatization.

Oxfordshire Green Party
supports Healthwatch, trade
unions and community
campaigning to defend and
enhance our health services. 

Greens will:
•  Resist attempts to reduce health

services in Oxford.

•  Continue to support the use of
public open spaces for all forms
of healthy recreation activities,
dog walking, children’s play, and
sporting activities – and help in
protecting these sites against
encroachment by unwanted
development.

•  Work to increase cycling in the
city and to reduce traffic,
increasing health and reducing
noise, air pollution, and stress.

•  Support and maintain
community centres in providing
locations for physical activity
and events for all ages.

Oxford has several world-class hospitals
(CC) Academy of Medical Sciences






