
No to a PSPO on
our Waterways! 
In March 2016, Oxford City
Council announced it
wanted to introduce a
Waterways Public Space
Protection Order (PSPO),
controlling the use of
Oxford’s riverbanks. Local
Greens are outraged at this
attempt to effectively
criminalise boaters who
have a legitimate and
broadly positive lifestyle.

Conservative PSPO
legislation allows local
councils to make certain
‘anti-social’ activities illegal
in geographically defined
areas, including sleeping
rough, feeding pigeons or
begging. “PSPOs are being
used nationally to sweep
away inconvenient signs of
poverty, pushing vulnerable
people further into
‘criminality’”, said Cllr
David Thomas. “Oxford’s
Waterways PSPO is no
different: it attempts to ban
boats creating smoke,
preventing boaters from
heating their homes.”

Boats offer a more
affordable housing option in
what has become the most
expensive city in the country
to live. Green Party
councillors want “Boats as
Homes” recognised, and
Oxford's waterways and
boaters celebrated as an
asset to the city. 

• See Oxford PSPnO on
Facebook.
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Time’s up
for Trident
The Green Party remains a
staunch critic of renewing
the Trident nuclear missile
system. The Government’s
National Security Strategy
identifies terrorism, climate
change, pandemics and
cyber warfare as the main
threats facing us. 

Trident’s renewal does not
counter those threats. It
sucks in vast amounts of
money (estimated lifetime
cost of £205bn – which
would more than cover the
NHS’s £10bn shortfall and
the £19bn budget deficit).
Evidence shows it can be
rendered redundant by
cyber-attack, and detected
and targeted via new
underwater drone
technology. It meets none of
our key security challenges. 

Join the Greens in saying
No to Trident and Yes to a
defence policy that
addresses the root of our
world’s problems: the great
inequality driving people
away from each other. 

“We’re witnessing
the destruction of 
the NHS” says
Larry Sanders,
Green Party
spokesperson on
Health, as NHS
leadership
predicts 
a shortfall of £30
billion by 2020-21.

Facing a funding gap of £200
million, Oxfordshire Clinical
Commissioning Group
(OCCG) is planning radical
cuts to services. ‘They have
floated the idea of closing all
nine Oxfordshire Community
Hospitals and begun to close
GP surgeries,’ says Sanders.
‘Working in this area over 15
years, I can say that more
could be done but none of it
will save much money.’

Brexit: we must protect our democracy
A second European Union referendum should be held to confirm or reject the final
Brexit package.  “Our Party says, loudly and proudly, we the people should continue to
have our say,” says Caroline Lucas MP, newly elected Green Party co-leader.  

Oxford Green Fair
Saturday 3rd December 2016 
10.30 - 4.30pm at Oxford Town Hall 

Visit dozens of stalls with 
ethical goods, books, gifts, foods,
campaigns, café, and live music. 

Who cares about the NHS?

While NHS leaders seek
savings by shifting care out of
hospitals into the
‘community’, Sanders points
out, ‘We have the second
lowest number of hospital
beds for our population in the
OECD. We need the hospitals
and a much improved
community service.’

Greens would remove the
Labour and Conservative NHS
privatisation structures.

Through Caroline Lucas’s
NHS Reinstatement Bill, we
can save up to £5bn annually.
Closing tax loopholes and tax
havens would collect billions
in additional tax. ‘The Green
Party will need to fight tooth
and nail to save the NHS,’ says
Sanders. ‘Defeat will mean
death and suffering. We must
engage that overwhelming
part of the country that wants
a good quality public NHS.’

Whilst the Conservatives
and Labour are arguing about
‘soft Brexit’ or ‘hard Brexit’,
the Greens are calling for
proper democratic
involvement in the process.
This should include a
Parliamentary vote on
whether to trigger Article 50,
and a second public vote on
the terms of any deal.  

The Green Party is
challenging Brexiteers to
really ‘give back control’ to
the British people, and join
the campaign for a
proportional voting system
and an elected second
chamber in our parliament.
“The Brexit vote proves
overwhelmingly that the
people want more of a voice. 

This is a chance to build on
that,” says Lucas. “By
strengthening our democracy
we celebrate its cultural
diversity.” 

Since the referendum in
June, it has become clear that
the Leave Campaign misled
the British people on issues
such as funding for the NHS
and the fate of the UK
economy outside of the EU.
“It’s now time to make a stand
against the lies of
the Brexit camp
...they deliberately
whipped up anger,”
Lucas adds. “The
biggest suppressor
of wages has been
the global financial
crash.” 

Surveys following the Brexit
voted showed that Green
voters were the strongest
Remain supporters. The
Green Party believes that
building bridges is preferable
to building walls: nations
must learn to live and work
together if we are to create a
better world, one that is
founded on strong social
principles and respect for the
environment.

Caroline Lucas MP joins Oxford
boaters opposed to the PSPO

Health spokesperson Larry Sanders with Caroline Lucas MP
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UKIP

Who voted to Remain?
75%

70%

63%

42%

4%
Source:  Lord Ashcroft Pollsgreenoxfordshire.com



Greens target Devolution Deadlock
Did you know that the most dramatic reform of local
government in Oxfordshire since 1974 is underway? 

Last year the government
invited Oxfordshire County
Council, the county’s district
councils and Oxford City
Council to reorganise the
structure of local government
for the whole county. Greens
have consistently argued that
there is confusion and
duplication in in the current
County and District system.
Different services are provided
by some authorities but not by
others: there should be a
unitary system where one
council provides all local
government services: more
logical and more
democratically accountable. 

However, reform has stalled
because the councils can’t
decide on a replacement
system. Instead, each has
commissioned competing
reports at a cost to the
taxpayer of over £250,000
pounds.  The Tories and
Labour are determined to
keep control of the councils
they currently run. But it’s
also clear that local
government officers are
fearful of what reorganisation
will bring. As elsewhere, the
government wants to impose
a directly elected mayor to
control major infrastructure
projects and the “real” money.

The Tories also insist that
‘austerity’ cuts (attacking the
welfare state) begun under
Labour will continue. In
Oxfordshire alone this will
take over £360 million out of
local government by 2019. 

To break the deadlock,
Councillor David Williams,
Leader of the Green Group on
the County Council, brought
together academics, fellow
councillors and local authority
officers to write a report, free
of charge, and to come up
with a compromise. 

Their report concludes that
with Adult Social Care
Commissioning and the

County
Council
Elections 

2017
May 2017 sees the next
Oxfordshire County
Council elections, and
a chance to vote for a
greener Oxfordshire.

Key themes in
our manifesto 
will include:
• Homes without losing

the countryside:
protecting all our uses
of the countryside and
providing cheaper
homes through social
housing especially for
key workers.

• Protecting public
services and
community facilities:
ending cuts to public
spending for cuts’
sake and rebuilding a
decent society with
properly funded
services to meet all
our needs. 

• Developing better
transport for all:
walking, cycling,
buses and rail
investment need to
rise to help reduce air
pollution and the
effects of congestion. 

• A greener economy
and a sustainable
future: supporting
more ‘green economy’
jobs throughout the
county. 

For the
Common Good

2 National website: www.greenparty.org.uk

A selection of our 2017 County election candidates:
David Williams
Defending his Iffley Fields &
St Mary’s seat of the past 4
years, David is a highly
experienced candidate, with
an additional 11+ years as a
City councillor for Iffley
Fields. He is well-known for
being in touch and engaged
with the communities he
represents, serving
additionally as Governor of
Larkrise school and
Donnington Doorstep. 

He has been a leading figure
in local campaigns for many

Hazel Dawe
Hazel is a committed green
activist with strong links to
Cowley. She helped to
negotiate the lease of Oxford
City Farm and organises work
parties there. Hazel recently
launched a Cowley Transport
Strategy written in
partnership with residents;
highlighting poor parking
blocking the Barns Road cycle
path, it has led to both the
council and the police
ensuring it is kept clear.

Hazel says, “If elected I
would push for effective
solutions to the transport
problems in Oxford and better
provision of community
facilities. 

Nuala Young
A prominent anti-war
campaigner for the last 20
years, Nuala has lived in
Oxfordshire most of her life.
During that time she has taught
at local state schools, and for a
short time at Brookes
University, as well as being a
Governor for two local upper
schools.

City Councillor for 
St Clement’s for six years, and
Chair of the East Area
Committee, she successfully
negotiated to retain public
access to the Angel and
Greyhound Meadows and
Aston’s Eyot, after the
incoming Labour leader tried
to end the tradition.

Academisation of schools
being centralised away from
County Council control, the
best outcome for
accountability of local services
would be three unitary
Councils: one in the North, a
City Authority and one in the
South. 

The Greens insist that local
people should be allowed a
vote on this restructuring,
rather than it happening
through a deal behind closed
doors. “This is the only way to
give the new structure
legitimacy and the true
backing of local people,” said
Cllr Williams. 

• If you would like to learn
more please contact:
david@greenoxford.com 

years including the
Donnington Bridge Crossing,
the CPZ introduction and the
fight against the NHS reforms.
David wants to fight against –
and propose workable
alternatives to – unnecessary
and unfair cuts to services. 

David says, “I have always
fought hard for the most
vulnerable in our society, I
believe a fair society should be
judged on how well it treats
people and children who are
not as able to fight for
themselves.”

“Cyclists and pedestrians
deserve much more from the
County. Florence Park
Community Centre is
wonderful, but where are the
facilities for Temple Cowley
and the Barns Road area?”

• Visit: facebook.com/
hazeldaweforcowley

She also joined forces with
County officers to have two
pedestrian crossings installed
for children and parents to
walk safely to school.

Nuala will be standing in the
St Clement’s & Cowley Marsh
division.

Across the county
Oxfordshire Green Party
plans to contest all 63 seats
across the whole of the
county in the 2017 elections.
Other candidates include:

Aaron Bliss in Deddington;
Robin Bennett in Berinsfield
and Garsington; Ben Carter
in Isis; Steve Curd in
Faringdon; Chris
Henderson in Kennington
and Radley; Lois Muddiman
in Jericho and Osney; and
Sue Roberts in Wallingford.

Oxfordshire

Green Party



“Ensuring all Oxford city centre residents’ voices are heard”

“In 2016 I have been
‘keeping my finger on the
pulse’ of what is going on in
the city centre (as you can
imagine – that's quite a lot!),
and I’m on the planning
committee, dealing with new
applications.

“My guiding principle in
planning cases is usually to try
and support those who aren’t
easily heard, and – where
relevant – highlight the need
for environmental protection.

When engaging with city
centre issues I try to help
those less represented: usually
homeless people and groups
who support them. 

“For example, there’s the
issue of the PSPO (see page 1)
and the council ‘cleaning up’
the city centre by any means
necessary; I keep engaged
with the process and remind
the council officers involved
that there’s more to it than
that. 

“Tackling all challenges, big and small”
Green Party City Councillor for St.
Mary’s, Craig Simmons, reviews his
achievements on the City Council

“Sometimes it is the small
things that stick in your mind;
like the person who stopped
and hugged me in the
supermarket. They told me
that I had saved them from a
life of misery when I got them
re-housed. Or when I got a
new disabled parking space
installed or helped a family
get the support they
desperately needed from
social services.  

“Then there are the big
things – like leading on the
transformation of the Cowley
Road (resulting in a drop in
cyclist fatalities), founding the
East Oxford Farmer's and
Community Market as well as
Low Carbon East Oxford.

Don’t choke 
in the smog!
Pressure from Green Party
City Councillor Dick Wolff, in
partnership with a few Labour
city councillors, has led to the
clear signposting of a safe and
quick cycle route in Oxford
from The Plain to Blackbird
Leys and the Kassam Stadium.
The route avoids the traffic
and fumes of both Cowley
and Iffley roads by instead
taking in the pleasant sights of
Florence Park and beyond. 

“Many people, including
councillors in the county,
don't realise quite how
quickly and safely you can
move around Oxford by bike
if you know the best cycling
routes and cut-throughs,”
said Cllr Wolff. “I hope the
new signs will encourage
more people to have a go.”

Parking
controls bid 
in East Oxford
Cllr David Williams is
campaigning for a
Controlled Parking Zone
(CPZ) to be introduced in
Iffley Fields in East Oxford,
following the successful
campaign for a CPZ in St
Mary’s Ward in 2013. By
working with local residents
he helped devise a door-to-
door questionnaire that
showed that residents in
Iffley Fields thought that a
CPZ was the only solution to
the parking crisis. Virtually
every parking place is taken
by 7pm in the evening, and
over 80% of residents accept
that there is a problem.

David admits that the
introduction of the CPZ in
St. Mary’s has had a knock-
on effect on surrounding
streets, leading him to
redouble his efforts to
ensure a sustainable parking
policy. He is now organising
yet another lobby of the
County Council on the issue.
“I will not rest until this
issue is resolved,” he said,
“and I will not take No for
an answer.”Local website: www.greenoxfordshire.com 3

The work of Ruthi Brandt, Green 
Party City Councillor for Carfax

Cllr Craig Simmons with Cllr David Thomas at a pro-EU rally

Community Centre under threat
What is the future for East Oxford Community Centre (EOCC)?

Oxford City Council owns the
EOCC, in Princes Street, but
has neglected its maintenance
for many years. Now it has
removed the centre from
community management,
proposing to refurbish it. But
at what cost and to whom?

Local community members
fear other council-owned
community assets, including
East Oxford Games Hall, Film
Oxford and the Chinese
Community Centre sites, will
now be sold and not given
space in the Princes Street
centre.

East Oxford Green
councillors Dick Wolff and
Craig Simmons are
challenging the sell-off as
unimaginative and
unnecessary. “The Council
claims that they can deliver
equivalent facilities on that
part of the East Oxford
Community Centre site that
remains after selling off more
than a third of the land,” says
Cllr Simmons. “Yet, the
consultation plans provide
much less floor area than is
currently utilised and no
dedicated games hall.”

“In my environmental
portfolio I’ve been moving the
city towards more sustainable
energy use and production,
e.g. looking into setting up a
municipal energy company
and integrating low carbon
systems. 

“Also, I am very pleased to
have been in a position to
bring to the council some of
the progressive issues on the
agenda in the last few years
such as divestment, TTIP,
gender neutrality (e.g. using
terms such as Mx on council
forms) and pesticide use.
Some have been concrete
successes (like divestment),
some less so, but always
keeping progressive ideas on
the agenda.”  

• To contact Ruthi email:
ruthi@greenoxford.com

“For the past two years, I have
chaired the City Council’s
Scrutiny Panel and Finance
Panel. I am proud of the fact
that, during my time as Finance
Chair, not one compulsory
redundancy has been made and
the Council finances remain
remarkably robust. During my
time as Finance Chair I have
introduced an ethical
investment policy. That
included divesting from  fossil
fuels. I oversaw a trans-
formation in how we invest our
money with a focus on
supporting renewable energy
(via the Low Carbon Hub) and
property funds including those
involved in buying up housing
for use as social rentals. 

I have also overseen an
increase in our commercial
trading activities to reduce our
dependence on dwindling
Government grants.

“A special meeting I
organised to look at EU
sources of grant funding also
yielded considerable returns. 
I have also gained support for
Credit Unions.  

Currently I am looking to
mitigate the effect of Brexit on
Council revenues. Throughout
this time I have proven that
Green principles and policies
are not only environmentally
and socially just but also
fiscally sound. That makes me
proud.”  

• Email Craig Simmons at
craig@greenoxford.com

This would avoid the sale of
the Chinese Community
Centre, which could generate
income as business start-up
space. Any land sales should
be for affordable, not market
priced housing, they insist,
with displaced organisations
and facilities re-provided on
the Princes Street site.

The Greens are calling for a
‘fourth option’ whereby the
Council invests in
improvements to the current
facilities without relying on
sell-offs. Such an approach
was taken at the Rose Hill
Community Centre, which
received £5m. 



Green Fair: Sat 3rd Dec ‘16
The Green Fair is a welcome sign that the festive season is upon us.
Filling all three major Town Hall rooms with up to 100 stalls, the
Green Fair is a wonderful celebration of all things green.  The fair
offers a unique blend of the political and campaigning sides of the
green movement with gifts and craft goods. There will also be live
local musicians showcasing their talent throughout the day, and of
course, a well-stocked café.  This year’s fair, the 36th, will be
opened by Colin Tudge, the celebrated ecologist, author and
organic farming campaigner.

For decades, the Green Party has led the way
in supporting grassroots renewable energy
policy. Yet there is still so much to do to
ensure that future generations can enjoy
secure and affordable access to energy. 

Charlbury volunteers supporting the Southill solar proposal

Visit our stall at the Green Fair
to find out how we can help

you save money and save
carbon or visit our website:

www.oxfordrenewables.co.uk 

To learn more about this
project visit their website:

www.southill
communityenergy.co.uk.

The good news is that there
are some excellent examples
of community-funded
projects in our county, such as
Osney Lock Hydro and solar
schemes at many Oxfordshire
schools like Langtree
Academy and Chilton
Primary. Southill Community
Energy is the latest
example of what
happens when local
Oxfordshire willpower
is harnessed, in this
case by Liz Reason
and Tim Crisp, to
develop a 4.5MW
solar panel array
project – enough to
power about 1,200
homes – near
Charlbury.

The Southill Solar project
has been taken forward by
Sustainable Charlbury, a
community organisation that
has been organising projects
such as recycling, energy
efficient lightbulbs, and eco-
home advice work for a
number of years. 

The Power of Community 

Inspired by the recently
constructed Westmill Solar
Park near Watchfield, they
decided to do something with
a greater impact.

Community energy becomes
a virtuous circle of generating
renewable energy by engaging
with the community for their
support, fundraising and
recycling the surpluses back
into the community for
further low-energy projects,
whilst all the time raising
awareness about energy use,
energy efficiency and people’s
responsibilities with regards
to climate change.

Key to the project’s success
is that the group first
understood the challenges
(technical, financial, political)
before creating a group with
relevant and complementary
skills to formulate a plan of
action. Once ready, they
sought to engage the local
community to ensure they
take ownership of the
project’s continued success.

The Green Fair is organised by
our very own Green Father
Christmas, Bob Cowley. Green
News caught up with him to find
out why the event has been such
a success over the years.

Green News (GN): Hello, Green
Father Christmas! We’re looking
forward to this year’s Green Fair.
What is the best bit?

Green Father Christmas (GFC):
To see all the smiling faces,
people enjoying themselves and
meeting up with old friends. To
admire the imagination and
creativity of all the craft goods. 

To be inspired by the
dedication of ordinary
people to make a
better world. It is
the true spirit of
Christmas.

GN: You have been
coming to Green
Fair for a long time.
What keeps you
coming back every year?

GFC: Every visit to the Green Fair
leaves me feeling recharged,
revitalised and inspired by the
energy, enthusiasm and
creativity of all the people there.
And then of course there's the
cakes.

GN: How has it changed?

GFC: In the last few years, the
layout has been improved. 

I find it a lot easier to move
around now. Every year,

there’s a few new stalls
and surprises, which
add to the magic of
the day.

GN: What stalls are
you most looking

forward to? For grown
ups? And for children?

GFC: Well, I must confess
to a weakness for the luxurious
organic chocolates produced by
the small Welsh company, hipo
hyfryd. Children always enjoy
meeting the larger-than-life
mascots that accomp-any some
of the wildlife groups to the
Green Fair and it is great to see
how quickly children become
interested in the real animals
and their conservation.
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7 Reasons 
to join the
Green Party
1.  A different kind of

politics that differs from
the status quo, striving for
a political system that puts
the public and the planet
first, rather than serving
the needs of the power-
hungry. 

2.  We think of the future:
By investing in renewable
energy and reducing our
reliance on fossil fuels, we
want to build a stable and
sustainable society that
protects our planet from
climate change.

3.  It’s not just about the
environment, but about
building a fairer society for
the common good, making
sure everyone has an
affordable place to live and
a secure job that pays a
living wage.

4.  And it’s not just business:
We’re a friendly bunch,
with frequent social
events, so you’ll meet lots
of interesting new people.

5. You’ll be part of a party
that is growing – from the
ground up!

6. You’ll find out about the
critical issues in your
local area and have a
chance to have an impact
on where you live.

7. It’s a true democracy.
Unlike other parties,
where the policies are only
decided by those at the
top, every member gets a
say in Green Party policy,
and they are passed at our
open conference. 

Join the Green Party please
visit our website:
www.greenoxfordshire.com
or write to: Oxfordshire
Green Party, 111 Walker
Drive, Faringdon, 
Oxfordshire  SN7 7FY.

GN: There is always a busy café at
the Green Fair full of homemade
food. What is your favourite?

GFC: I always look forward to
enjoying one of the delicious
home-made soups for my lunch.
And did I mention the cakes?
The Town Hall has a very firm
rule about not allowing
reindeers in the building, so I
can’t offer them anything too,
alas. But then again I have to
keep them on a very strict
training diet of lichen and agaric
all through December, in the
run-up to the Big Day! 

• Enquiries about the Green Fair
should be addressed to:
bob@greenoxford.com

Westmill Solar and Wind farm in
South Oxfordshire
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