
OXFORD EAST GREEN PARTY BRANCH                     Annual General Meeting                                               27.2.20 

Present: David Williams (Chair),Bob Waugh, Alison Williams, Kate Robinson, Sue Tibbles, Barrie Finch , Alister Morris, 

Matt Ledbury, Patricia Wright, Nuala Young, Al Morris, Chris Jarvis, Ellen Lees, Ruthi Brandt, Kaddy Beck, Duncan 

Watts, Hazel Dawe, Nicole Pohl, David Newman 

Apologies: Catherine Gundry, Steve Dawe, Craig Simmons, Rosie Rawle, Thomas Kylie, Lucy Matheson 

1. Nominations & Election of Officers   David Williams explained why some Officers were standing down, 

particularly himself and Alison but said that both would help any new officers who may want to undertake 

the roles. Al Morris asked that some of the tasks involved in the officer roles be explained which may 

encourage people to be nominated. David  then outlined details on each role and it was AGREED, by majority 

vote that these may need to be reviewed/refined  by the in-coming Officers so that several people could 

work on some of the tasks if necessary 

(i) Co-Chair –Nuala Young was elected unanimously. She had been nominated & seconded in the 

meeting and no other nominations were received. It was AGREED that in the next month efforts to 

encourage someone else to take on the Co-Chair role with Nuala would be a priority 

(ii) Secretary- Kaddy Beck was elected unanimously. She had been nominated & seconded, and no 

other nominations were received. She said she would be happy to utilise the web and Nation Builder 

elements within the role for checking membership, posting minutes etc. after some initial training. 

David Newman and Kate Robinson volunteered to help Kaddy with this aspect of training. Sue 

Tibbles also volunteered to help the Secretary with room bookings and some administrative work, 

this was AGREED 

(iii) Treasurer – Bob Waugh was elected unanimously having been nominated and seconded and no 

other nominations were received. Bob made it clear that he hoped he would be a temporary post 

holder until after the May elections 2020. He explained that at last we have a bank account with 

Santander. 

(iv)  Young Greens Liaison Officer- Chris Jarvis was elected unanimously, having been nominated & 

seconded and no other nominations were received. The Young Greens group had also recommended 

him to take on the role, David Williams thanked the Young Greens in Oxford East for the work they 

had been developing over the past 12 months. 

(v) Equality & Diversity Liaison Adviser – Catherine Gundry was elected unanimously, having been 

nominated & seconded. The meeting also AGREED that members should encourage members to 

consider taking on the role of another Adviser to work with Catherine helping develop a more 

diverse membership and involvement of people from different ethnic backgrounds ideally from an 

under-represented group. 

(vi) Trade Union Liaison Officer – Sue Tibbles was elected unanimously, having been proposed and 

seconded in the meeting with Barrie Finch (from Oxford North & West Branch). We have had good 

influence on the City Trades Council with our Green Party members helping to expand that 

organisations’ focus away from always supporting the Labour Party. 

The meeting also AGREED by majority vote that all the Officer roles needed to be analysed and broken down 

into tasks which may be encouraging to members to be involved. It was noted that there does need to be 

some structure especially in relation to the Treasurer role but where ever possible for the Branch to be less 

formally structured  to be more inclusive and less hierarchical similar to the task spread that Ellen Lees 

mentioned the Young Greens have adopted would improve participation. AGREED unanimously: The new 

officers would meet to consider roles/tasks and bring these to the next Branch meeting in March or April. 

Thanks were expressed to Alison & David Williams for their work during the year. 

2.Change /Addition to the Constitution 

The role description of Equalities & Diversity Adviser as circulated with the Agenda for the meeting was 

unanimously AGREED 

 



3.Reports 

(i) Chairs Report – David Williams had produced a written report which had been circulated. The key points 

were that Oxfordshire Green Party was strong and growing. We have had more success in electing Green 

Councillors all around the county but largely where they were standing clearly against Conservative 

incumbents. In the City it has not been as fruitful, but our Councillors are key to changing and extending the 

green agenda for the city. There have been so many elections in the last 12 months; members went to help 

in Districts in the north & south of the county as we didn’t have City elections. The European election and 

the General Election where David was our candidate nearly retaining the deposit. He said the highlight of all 

the campaigns for him had been when he had been invited by the Children’s Climate Strikers to speak as 

they usually didn’t have adults and particular party representatives speak at their strikes and the General 

Election Green Party  title which sums up the urgency for addressing Climate Change ‘ IF NOT NOW…WHEN’ 

(ii) Treasurers Report – Bob Waugh explained that he had succeeded in opening the bank account. As there 

was not any money in it at the moment the next stage would be to transfer some from the OGP Account and 

add cheques which had been made out to Oxford East Green Party. In future a full account would be 

prepared for meetings.  Bob also recommended that we address the need for generating funds. He 

proposed, D Williams seconded that we add a Fundraising Officer to the posts in the Branch to work closely 

with the Treasurer. This was AGREED unanimously. Bob also recommended the Branch hold a Special 

General Meeting in the Summer to consider all the officer roles and election of people to these, it was 

AGREED 

(iii) Council Report- Dick Wolff explained that he and Craig Simmons were constantly having to remind the 

Labour council that they were not doing enough to address the Climate Crisis, T.Hayes ,the Labour  

Environment Spokesperson constantly put spin on the Council achievements which were not that credible . 

The Greens had proposed £23 million investment in Green Energy thanks to Craig’s continuous work on 

finances over the years as a Councillor. He will be sorely missed after May 2020 but we will work hard to 

elect even more Greens to continue the excellent work he has been doing for the City. Largely the Greens 

have to hold Labours nose to the grindstone and puncture the inaccurate spin. Also, about 1/3rd of the 

officers of Council are not open to seeing how much of an emergency there is on climate change for the City, 

there is a lot more work to be done. 

AOB  (i) Barrie Finch extended an open invitation for all to attend and monitor City Council meetings, he and 

Sue Tibbles went regularly the next meeting was at 4.45pm on March 30th at the Town Hall. 

(ii)Trade Union action, Sue Tibbles reminded all that UCU University members were on strike, all please 

support this, and any people involved in strikes. 

(iii) Green Party women had supported Oxford International Women’s Festival 29th Feb – 14th March. 

Particularly the 5th Anniversary Celebration of the Women’s Liberation Conference.  There was a film on 

March 9th ‘Amazon Sisters@ and much more a booklet of events was circulated. 

(iv) Hazel Dawe announced that the Court of Appeal had decided against the 3rd runway for Heathrow, all 

were delighted about this. She also invited everyone to help in the Cowley Election Action Day, meet  at 

11am & 2pm at 75 Bartholomew Rd Oxford on Saturday 29 February, this weekend. 

(v) The monthly Green Drinks Social on Friday 28th Feb was announced - all were welcome 

 

                                                           The meeting closed. 

 


