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INTRODUCTION: CREATING A VISION - IPCC REPORT and CLIMATE EMERGENCY 

 

 

1. IPCC Report and Climate Emergency 

The importance of policy and planning decisions to be taken now, and shaping the future for 

Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire, Bedfordshire, Northamptonshire, Cambridgeshire and beyond, can 

hardly be overstated. The ecological situation has never been more dire, with human-caused surges in 

extreme weather increasingly widespread, rapid and intensifying.  

Average global temperatures have not risen this fast in at least 2,000 years, and the concentration of 

CO2 has not been this high in 2 million years. CO2 emitted today will be part of the atmosphere for 

hundreds of years to come, if not longer, which is why every single ton of CO2 emitted as from today 

will have a pronounced and continued effect on climate change, especially past tipping points.  

The ocean has absorbed more than 90% of excess heat from climate change, and with more CO2, 

waters have become more acidic, putting pressure on ecosystems absorbing carbon and providing 

food to millions. Increased weather volatility has already led to stronger storms, sweeping heat waves 

and droughts, which alter farming conditions, trigger frequent fires and make parts of the world 

uninhabitable. Climate change is already affecting every region on Earth.  

And we do not have to search far.  

The Local Government Association (LGA)'s latest research on the effects of climate change on local 

authorities shows that eight in ten councils have suffered climate-related incidents in the last five 

years - including over 23,000 properties in England being affected by flooding during this period1.  

As the Consultation Document acknowledges, “The Arc is also one of the most water stressed areas 

of the country;2”. So, indeed, is the UK’s entire South East, which is indeed the most water-stressed 

part of the UK, with the whole of the south of England at risk of water shortage by 2065, under some 

climate change scenarios3. Without major demand management measures, there are serious risks 

of drought in our region by the 2050s4.  

We currently find ourselves in an historic time window during which we may still contain or even 

reverse some of the worst outcomes for the Earth’s future habitability, if we manage to let go of 

acquired habits and thinking.  

 
1 https://www.local.gov.uk/climate-related-incidents-affecting-councils . 
2 Creating a vision for the Oxford-Cambridge Arc, Consultation, HM Government, July 2021, p.11, paragraph 2.3. 
3 Water UK, 2016, Water Resources Long Term Planning (2015-2065), https://www.water.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2018/11/WaterUK-WRLTPF_Final-Report_FINAL-PUBLISHED-min.pdf . 
4 Chris Cousins, Riki Therivel and Elizabeth Wilson, “The Oxford-Cambridge Arc: A critical assessment by POETS”, 
July 2021, https://www.poetsplanningoxon.uk/poets-oxcam-arc-critical-assessment-paper-210721.pdf . 

https://www.local.gov.uk/climate-related-incidents-affecting-councils
https://www.water.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/WaterUK-WRLTPF_Final-Report_FINAL-PUBLISHED-min.pdf
https://www.water.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/WaterUK-WRLTPF_Final-Report_FINAL-PUBLISHED-min.pdf
https://www.poetsplanningoxon.uk/poets-oxcam-arc-critical-assessment-paper-210721.pdf
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Messages from scientists across the globe are loud and clear – we need to start dramatically reducing 

CO2 in the atmosphere immediately, and implement long overdue and drastic climate change 

adaptation and mitigation measures - now.  

The IPCC Report of 9 August 20215 states, among others, that: 

▪ Humans are "unequivocally" to blame for the climate crisis, having emitted 2,400 billion 

tonnes of CO2 to date. 
 

▪ Extreme weather events like this summer’s floods and fires will become increasingly likely, 

while the Arctic will be “practically ice-free” for at least one summer by 2050. 
 

▪ The critical tipping point of 1.5ºC global warming will be reached 

by 2040, in all predicted scenarios.  

 

IF EMISSIONS DO NOT COME DOWN, 

THE 1.5ºC TIPPING POINT WILL BE REACHED EARLIER THAN THAT. 

 

Among the many already occurring, partly irreversible adverse climate impacts, climate scientists have 

recently detected warning signs suggesting that the Gulf Stream, one of the planet’s main potential 

tipping points, might collapse. Researchers found “an almost complete loss of stability over the last 

century” of the currents, which are already at their slowest point in at least 1,600 years - but a new 

analysis shows they may be nearing a shutdown6. The extent of the signs of the Gulf Stream’s 

destabilisation, and the fact that they are visible now already is “scary” even for scientists and climate 

researchers.  

The increased likelihood of extreme weather events demands immediate action, and decision-makers 

around the world and at all levels can simply not allow a Gulf Stream shutdown to happen. 

At the point in time when previous consultations were undertaken, the severity and extent of the 

developments outlined above may not have been as clear as it is now. Taking into account recent (IPCC) 

findings, some of the underlying thinking and assumptions of earlier consultations have turned out to 

be in need of urgent re-assessment, and the only responsible course of action is to adjust priorities in 

a way which responds to the increasing climate emergency, while remaining open to further findings 

such as in the IPCC’s upcoming sixth Synthesis Report scheduled for publication in September 2022. 

In planning for the future, we need to welcome the IPCC report as an urgent reminder that what we 

currently take as a guaranteed baseline for economic growth, will increasingly be threatened by 

adverse climate events - and prioritise accordingly and responsibly.  

 
5 https://www.ipcc.ch/2021/08/09/ar6-wg1-20210809-pr/ , https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg1/ , Summary 
Report for Policymakers: https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg1/downloads/report/IPCC_AR6_WGI_SPM.pdf . 
6 https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/aug/05/climate-crisis-scientists-spot-warning-signs-of-
gulf-stream-collapse . 

https://www.ipcc.ch/2021/08/09/ar6-wg1-20210809-pr/
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg1/
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg1/downloads/report/IPCC_AR6_WGI_SPM.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/aug/05/climate-crisis-scientists-spot-warning-signs-of-gulf-stream-collapse
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/aug/05/climate-crisis-scientists-spot-warning-signs-of-gulf-stream-collapse
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 7 

 

The current focus must be on expediting adaptation / mitigation and reversing adverse impact with 

an exceptional effort and immediate effect. We need to show responsible leadership and do our 

utmost to make rapid progress towards ambitious targets: 

✓ To deliver Zero Carbon as soon as possible, at the latest by 2030; 

✓ To be followed by an ultimately carbon negative Arc. 

This is not only to deliver on the Paris Agreement, but also to secure the preconditions for any future 

economic stability in our region. The latter will not be possible if we fail to attend to securing the 

baseline.  

The Oxford-Cambridge Arc consultation document describes the ARC as home to “(…) cutting-edge 

research, globally renowned science and technology clusters” and “world-leading universities”8. We 

have every reason to be proud of these institutions and achievements, and our best chance to cope 

with or indeed thrive in the face of the challenges ahead is to listen to advice from our globally 

renowned thought leaders, such as UN-acclaimed9 and World Economic Forum-endorsed10 Oxbridge 

economist Kate Raworth, sometimes referred to as the “John Maynard Keynes of the 21st century11”. 

 

 
7 Source: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ipm.2013.11.001, 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0306457313001118?casa_token=vFSUmcTE_PwAAAAA:qf
qzRh5WPP1R1jaJqbEGlvhLIdhpbKZVNOVDm6bTB40jb2tcWzQ-_Js_jrn7XP5vHcbFebTJ8DE  
8 https://placebuilder.io/futureofthearc/about/overview . 
9 https://www.unssc.org/about-unssc/speakers-and-collaborators/kate-raworth/ . 
10 https://www.weforum.org/people/kate-raworth . 
11 https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2017/apr/12/doughnut-growth-economics-book-economic-
model . 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ipm.2013.11.001
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0306457313001118?casa_token=vFSUmcTE_PwAAAAA:qfqzRh5WPP1R1jaJqbEGlvhLIdhpbKZVNOVDm6bTB40jb2tcWzQ-_Js_jrn7XP5vHcbFebTJ8DE
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0306457313001118?casa_token=vFSUmcTE_PwAAAAA:qfqzRh5WPP1R1jaJqbEGlvhLIdhpbKZVNOVDm6bTB40jb2tcWzQ-_Js_jrn7XP5vHcbFebTJ8DE
https://placebuilder.io/futureofthearc/about/overview
https://www.unssc.org/about-unssc/speakers-and-collaborators/kate-raworth/
https://www.weforum.org/people/kate-raworth
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2017/apr/12/doughnut-growth-economics-book-economic-model
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2017/apr/12/doughnut-growth-economics-book-economic-model
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2. Doughnut Economics 

We live in a world where economic growth with its intense carbon footprint has led to an ecological 

degradation the extent of which is now threatening the very habitability of our planet. Especially in 

the wake of the latest IPCC report12, we increasingly need to ask ourselves whether measuring welfare 

in terms of GDP growth only, is a sustainable, long-term option.  

Kate Raworth has developed the concept of Doughnut Economics, an economic model aimed at 

balancing essential human needs and planetary boundaries. Her model, described as a “(…) new way 

of conceptualising economic development without being tied to infinite growth” (The Guardian), as 

kick-starting a “much-needed debate about economic priorities” (Reuters), and as reframing the 

economy with “At last – an economic model that won’t destroy the planet” (George Monbiot). 

In response to the unprecedented challenges ahead, Doughnut Economics will be a crucial tool for 

fostering sustainability post-pandemic13, as officials grapple with the fallout from coronavirus. 

14 

The exacerbating climate emergency requires us to start being “agnostic about growth15”, and to face 

the unprecedented challenge of creating economies that make us thrive, whether or not they grow, as 

opposed to “Attempting to sustain GDP growth in an economy that may actually be close to maturing 

can drive governments to take desperate and destructive measures. (…) They add the living world into 

 
12 https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg1/ . 
13 https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/05/doughnut-model-amsterdam-coronavirus-recovery/ . 
14 Image as published on https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2017/04/the-new-economic-model-that-could-
end-inequality-doughnut/ ; see interactive chart on https://www.kateraworth.com/doughnut/ . 
15 “Doughnut Economics: Seven Ways to Think Like a 21st Century Economist” (2017), Kate Raworth, p. 245. 

https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg1/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/05/doughnut-model-amsterdam-coronavirus-recovery/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2017/04/the-new-economic-model-that-could-end-inequality-doughnut/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2017/04/the-new-economic-model-that-could-end-inequality-doughnut/
https://www.kateraworth.com/doughnut/
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the national accounts as ‘ecosystem services’ and ‘natural capital’, assigning it a value that looks 

dangerously like a price. And, despite committing to keep global warming ‘well below 2°C’, many such 

governments chase after the ‘cheap’ energy of tar sands and shale gas, while neglecting the 

transformational public investments needed for a clean energy revolution. (…)16” 

17 

 
16 “Doughnut Economics: Seven Ways to Think Like a 21st Century Economist” (2017), Kate Raworth, p. 269. 
17 https://doughnuteconomics.org/about-doughnut-economics . 

https://doughnuteconomics.org/about-doughnut-economics
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Our primary challenge in the 21st century is to meet needs within the means of the planet. Food, 

housing, healthcare and other needs must be met while ensuring that we do not collectively overshoot 

pressure on Earth’s life-supporting systems which we depend on – among others, a stable climate, 

fertile soils, and a protective ozone layer:  

“(…) The environmental ceiling consists of nine planetary boundaries18, beyond which lie unacceptable 

environmental degradation and potential tipping points in Earth systems. The twelve dimensions of the 

social foundation are derived from internationally agreed minimum social standards, as identified by 

the world’s governments in the Sustainable Development Goals in 2015. Between social and planetary 

boundaries lies an environmentally safe and socially just space in which humanity can thrive.19” 

20 

 
18 https://www.nature.com/articles/461472a , https://www.nature.com/collections/dcqxgqxfws . 
19 https://www.kateraworth.com/doughnut/ . 
20 Published on: https://www.researchgate.net/figure/The-ecological-ceiling-and-its-indicators-of-
overshoot_tbl1_323764756 - content may be subject to copyright. 

https://www.nature.com/articles/461472a
https://www.nature.com/collections/dcqxgqxfws
https://www.kateraworth.com/doughnut/
https://www.researchgate.net/figure/The-ecological-ceiling-and-its-indicators-of-overshoot_tbl1_323764756
https://www.researchgate.net/figure/The-ecological-ceiling-and-its-indicators-of-overshoot_tbl1_323764756
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3.Growth: An old-world paradigm in a post-tipping-point 21st century economy 

The Arc Consultation Paper states the intention of planning for “sustainable and green economic 

growth21”, and mentions that the government is considering setting up a new Arc Growth Body22.  

The intention for growth to be sustainable and green, as a guiding principle, is very encouraging, and 

we would encourage further fine-tuning in terms of a clear definition of “sustainable and green” 

economic growth23, committing to tangible targets, notably in terms of the respect for planetary 

boundaries. In line with our views on growth stated above under (2.), such a definition should not serve 

as a commitment to deliver growth as such, but following the principles of Doughnut Economics, any 

growth that does occur in our survival effort, should remain within planetary boundaries. 

With regard to employment strategies, the Local Government Association (LGA) has started a very 

commendable initiative by commissioning a development programme, the “LGA Sector Led 

Improvement: Creating Local Green Jobs”, to support a green economic recovery at a local level, and 

create green jobs to be at the heart of economic recovery post-Covid24. Programmes like this one are 

needed on a large scale, and in the light of recent climatic developments, the deadline for the objective 

to become carbon zero needs to be ratcheted up to deliver by 2030 or earlier if possible. 

As for setting up a new Arc Growth Body, considering that we are only a hair’s breadth from climate 

tipping points and a collapsing Gulf Stream, events which recent evidence suggests may happen in a 

non-linear way and much earlier than anticipated25, we think that if any new body needs setting up, it 

should be a new Arc Climate Emergency Body. This body should deal with much needed investment 

in green infrastructure, and the implementation of overdue resource-saving and pollution-cutting 

policies such as energy efficiency, Zero Carbon, active travel, retrofit, greywater systems, organic 

agriculture etc. In Oxfordshire, for example, the understanding of the climate emergency has already 

let to the former “Growth Board” being transformed into a “Future Oxfordshire Partnership”. 

We are particularly concerned that green growth in the sense of (Absolute) Zero Carbon cannot be 

realised with the envisaged home-building figures - not even if any homes built were instantly carbon 

negative, given the inevitable emissions both in the construction and operation phase. We cannot 

highlight enough that the findings of the latest ICC Report mean that we urgently need to amend 

previous thinking in line with what we now know, i.e. that certain climate change impacts have 

already become irreversible, and that time is running out26.  

 
21 Creating a vision for the Oxford-Cambridge Arc, Consultation, HM Government, July 2021, p.22, textbox after 
paragraph 3.4, first bullet point. 
22 Creating a vision for the Oxford-Cambridge Arc, Consultation, HM Government, July 2021, p.22, paragraph 
3.5. 
23 Oxfordshire Plan 2050 Regulation 18 (Part 2) consultation document, p. 24, paragraph 62. 
24 https://www.local.gov.uk/lga-sector-led-improvement-creating-local-green-jobs . 
25 Earth’s tipping points could be closer than we think. Our current plans won’t work, George Monbiot, The 
Guardian, 9 September 2021, https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2021/sep/09/earths-tipping-
points-closer-current-climate-plans-wont-work-global-heating . 
26 See https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/sites/2/2019/06/SR15_Full_Report_High_Res.pdf for an 
overview, among others, on irreversible changes to be expected with “high confidence”. 

https://www.local.gov.uk/lga-sector-led-improvement-creating-local-green-jobs
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2021/sep/09/earths-tipping-points-closer-current-climate-plans-wont-work-global-heating
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2021/sep/09/earths-tipping-points-closer-current-climate-plans-wont-work-global-heating
https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/sites/2/2019/06/SR15_Full_Report_High_Res.pdf
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We wholeheartedly endorse the objective for the Arc to “(…) become a world-leader for 

environmental sustainability27” (emphasis added), however, given the climate emergency this 

evolution has to start now. We simply cannot wait for this to evolve over the coming decades. In line 

with and beyond the UK’s Sixth Carbon Budget, we desperately need to increase carbon sink potential 

to reduce CO2 in the atmosphere, and this survival necessity is at odds with the objective to commit 

to major housing projects and road building.  

As much as supporting growth “in a way that is sustainable28” is a very desirable objective in principle, 

the harsh reality is that every meter of road built destroys carbon sinks we badly need, and emits 

further CO2 in the process of being built – and that would be before the increased usage of any new 

roads. In Oxfordshire, for example, road transport has already been the single largest CO2 emission 

source, by sector, since at least 201429, and we simply cannot afford to let this continue anymore. 

With respect to the Consultation Paper’s reference to the government-led “Local Natural Capital 

Plan30”, we appeal to you not to revert to thinking which would add the living world into public 

accounts as ‘natural capital’, “assigning it a value that looks dangerously like a price31”. 

As for the place-making and the focus of the spatial framework, we note the concern about 

affordability and availability of housing32. However, we would like to point out the following: 

We are facing a situation where charities have been put in place to tackle the persisting problem of 

empty homes, as well as an annual “National Empty Homes Week33” campaign. Initiatives like Action 

on Empty Homes, established since 199234, provide data, publications, research, best practice 

resources and local authority consultancy services on the subject.  

Despite the availability of such resources, the number of empty properties have increased for the last 

four years in a row35, and it is hard to conceive how building yet more homes would help assuage the 

empty homes problem. Much less carbon budget would be spent if we devised a policy to re-deploy 

currently empty housing stock. 

By contrast, the proposal to build yet more homes would, apart from exacerbating the already 

daunting empty homes figures, also serve to simultaneously exacerbate carbon footprint, and it is hard 

 
27 Creating a vision for the Oxford-Cambridge Arc, Consultation, HM Government, July 2021, p.10, paragraph 
2.1. 
28 Creating a vision for the Oxford-Cambridge Arc, Consultation, HM Government, July 2021, p.10, paragraph 
2.1. 
29 Oxfordshire Plan 2050 Regulation 18 (Part 2) consultation document, p. 27, graph before paragraph 77. 
30 Creating a vision for the Oxford-Cambridge Arc, Consultation, HM Government, July 2021, p.14, paragraph 
2.8. 
31 See above, Fn 11. 
32 Creating a vision for the Oxford-Cambridge Arc, Consultation, HM Government, July 2021, p.34, paragraph 
5.5. 
33 https://www.global-guardians.co.uk/latest-item?url=National-Empty-Homes-Week . 
34 https://www.actiononemptyhomes.org/our-story . 
35 https://www.bigissue.com/latest/how-many-empty-homes-are-there-in-the-uk/ . 

https://www.global-guardians.co.uk/latest-item?url=National-Empty-Homes-Week
https://www.actiononemptyhomes.org/our-story
https://www.bigissue.com/latest/how-many-empty-homes-are-there-in-the-uk/
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to fathom how we can achieve our ecological objectives under the Paris Agreement and local Net Zero 

Action Plans36 while at the same time building one million houses.  

In this respect, we would like to express our concerns regarding the concept of “net zero”, insofar as 

it implies the use of offsetting mechanisms, which we view critically, as these justify, e.g., massive 

deforestation, provided that trees are planted elsewhere - when such young plantations cannot deliver 

the same carbon sequestration as the former, now removed habitat.  

    37 

Moreover, contrary to the prevailing dogma, there is little if any evidence that building more houses 

has any significant impact on house prices. Indeed, critiques of this thinking are increasingly influential, 

and it is increasingly recognised that the impact of increased supply on prices is verging on 

inconsequential at any realistic figure, for example in this influential report in 2019 by Ian Mulheirn: 

“Official data on housing volumes and the day-to-day cost of putting a roof over one’s head suggest 

that supply growth has been sufficient to restrain upward pressure on house prices. However, much 

more powerful countervailing forces have driven them to record multiples of income. This implies 

that the current policy focus on boosting supply does not offer a solution to the housing crisis and a 

fundamental rethink is badly needed38.” 

The repeated interventions by Central Government to support the current unaffordable prices, for 

example the “help-to-buy” (HtB) scheme, provide further evidence in this direction: the latter actually 

 
36 For Oxfordshire, see https://www.oxford.gov.uk/downloads/download/1221/zero_carbon_action_plan ; 
https://www.oxford.gov.uk/news/article/1781/council_sets_out_action_plan_to_bring_about_a_zero_carbon
_oxford_by_2040_or_earlier . 
37 Source: https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/tears-rage-hs2-killing-field-22770940 ; see also 
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/aug/24/trees-should-be-planted-without-plastic-guards-
says-uk-study-aoe . 
38 https://housingevidence.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/20190820b-CaCHE-Housing-Supply-FINAL.pdf . 

https://www.oxford.gov.uk/downloads/download/1221/zero_carbon_action_plan
https://www.oxford.gov.uk/news/article/1781/council_sets_out_action_plan_to_bring_about_a_zero_carbon_oxford_by_2040_or_earlier
https://www.oxford.gov.uk/news/article/1781/council_sets_out_action_plan_to_bring_about_a_zero_carbon_oxford_by_2040_or_earlier
https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/tears-rage-hs2-killing-field-22770940
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/aug/24/trees-should-be-planted-without-plastic-guards-says-uk-study-aoe
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/aug/24/trees-should-be-planted-without-plastic-guards-says-uk-study-aoe
https://deref-gmx.co.uk/mail/client/1ICIeBUSVtU/dereferrer/?redirectUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fhousingevidence.ac.uk%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2019%2F08%2F20190820b-CaCHE-Housing-Supply-FINAL.pdf
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added £50k to average house prices. A 2020 LSE/UKRI study39 has found that HtB “(…) increased 

house prices by more than the expected present value of the implied interest rate subsidy (…)”, and 

that it led to “(…) an improvement in the financial performance of developers.”  

With regard to Oxfordshire, according to evidence presented in the OGNA, there is even a positive 

correlation between housing delivery, increased cost and lower affordability, i.e. the more housing 

is built, the less affordable it gets: 

40 

This underlines the need for the OGNA work to be reviewed and reconsidered. 

 
39 On the Economic Impacts of Mortgage Credit Expansion Policies: Evidence from Help to Buy, Felipe Carozzi/ 
Christian Hilber/ Xiaolun Yu, Center for Economic Performance (CEP) Discussion Paper No 1681, ISSN 2042-
2695, March 2020, https://cep.lse.ac.uk/pubs/download/dp1681.pdf . 
40 Oxfordshire Growth Needs Assessment, Phase 1 Report, 25.03.2021, 
https://mycouncil.oxford.gov.uk/documents/s60719/Appendix%208B%20Final%20Oxfordshire%20Growth%20
Needs%20Assessment%20Phase%201%20Report%2024.06.21.pdf, p. 191 ff. 

https://cep.lse.ac.uk/pubs/download/dp1681.pdf
https://mycouncil.oxford.gov.uk/documents/s60719/Appendix%208B%20Final%20Oxfordshire%20Growth%20Needs%20Assessment%20Phase%201%20Report%2024.06.21.pdf
https://mycouncil.oxford.gov.uk/documents/s60719/Appendix%208B%20Final%20Oxfordshire%20Growth%20Needs%20Assessment%20Phase%201%20Report%2024.06.21.pdf
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With regard to the argument of more polluting journeys, this is a problem which needs addressing 

separately – first, we have to make sure we do not add to pollution by way of ambitious building 

projects which would only serve to make housing even less affordable.  

Instead, we need to focus on retrofitting existing building stock, both residential and commercial. 

What we appreciate very much about current planning ambitions for the Arc is the innovation in 

carbon reduction in some parts of it, and that the Arc is envisaged to be a “(…) forum for joint work to 

deliver on zero carbon commitments, address water stress and increase electricity supply through local 

provision and support for renewables. Likewise, the emerging Oxfordshire Plan places an emphasis on 

tackling climate change, enhancing the environment, strengthening communities and securing 

sustainable transport as well as the quality of new growth that results.” 

However, much remains to be done to achieve the UK’s stated ambition of a (net) zero carbon 

economy by 2050, as findings in recent reports suggest41. And picking up on our comments above 

regarding growth, tangible and measurable climate commitments need to translate not only into 

budgetary / infrastructure allocation, but also into the policy priorities set for decisional for a, which 

largely still seem to be operating within pre-climate emergency parameters, relying on somewhat 

dated assumptions for climate trajectories.  

We would like to see greater resolve and focus in addressing the imminent threat of Gulf Stream and 

climate breakdown. The long-term survival of the planet and both future and present generations 

should not be treated as a potential collateral benefit that is “nice-to-have”, as compared to the “must-

have” of a growth agenda that is not up to speed with modern thinking and requirements.  

We are also very concerned that the question of whether the Oxford-Cambridge Arc is the best way to 

promote economic growth and ‘levelling up’ has not been subject to any government study, and what 

is more, it seems that a 2019 study by SmartGrowth UK, considering alternative geographical Arcs42, 

found that these were generally more environmentally sustainable, and more in need of investment 

and resources, than the Oxford-Cambridge Arc. 

In the current absence of a systematic assessment of the logic of the Arc as a sub-region, some 

rethinking might be needed for a scheme of this scale and ambition, its objectives should be set out 

clearly, and alternative ways of meeting them assessed. These objectives should notably include 

meeting international obligations on climate change and biodiversity, supporting democracy through 

locally-determined planning, and national political commitments on levelling-up society and the 

economy.  

We now have the potential to provide the much-needed thought leadership we are globally 

renowned for, by being the 21st century economic powerhouse which designs a modern economy 

 
41 Committee on Climate Change, 2021, 2021 Progress Report to Parliament, 
https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/2021-progress-report-to-parliament/ ; ECI, Bioregional and OxLEP, 
2021, Pathways to a Zero Carbon Oxfordshire, https://www.eci.ox.ac.uk/publications/downloads/PazCo-
final.pdf .   
42 https://smartgrowthuk.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Arc_Report_2.pdf . 

https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/2021-progress-report-to-parliament/
https://www.eci.ox.ac.uk/publications/downloads/PazCo-final.pdf
https://www.eci.ox.ac.uk/publications/downloads/PazCo-final.pdf
https://smartgrowthuk.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Arc_Report_2.pdf
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that promotes human prosperity, whether GDP is up or down, or holding steady, in line with 

Doughnut Economics. 

The new survival imperative is to stay within planetary boundaries, and this means fully to embrace 

clean energy and long-term, “patient” public investment in sustainable infrastructures. As public 

authorities, we need to become transformative partners creating (the pre-conditions for) a 

regenerative economy, both at macro- and micro-economic level, and supported by regenerative 

finance43. Outdated and perverse tax policies need to be replaced at national level by tax regimes 

setting the right incentives that will succeed in pricing out non-renewables. 

Local councils all across the Arc could promote initiatives based on complementary local currencies 

achieving sustainable objectives44, such as project “BERKSHARE” in Massachusetts/U.S.A., “FUREAI 

KIPPU” in Japan, Bus Tokens in Curitiba/Brazil, the “Torekes”-project in Ghent/Belgium45, and indeed 

TIME BANKING in Blaengarw/Wales.  

Hope-inspiring local initiatives to lower carbon emissions - from transport to food to tree planting and 

community orchards46 - are already underway47, and should be encouraged, extended and supported. 

The potential of such initiatives to be widened to create “climate positive” (i.e. carbon-negative) 

communities should be fully explored. 

A project in Oberlin48, Ohio/U.S.A. started with city administrations teaming up with the local College, 

and municipal light and power utilities, to go carbon negative and sequester more carbon dioxide than 

the city produced. The objective was to grow 70% of the city’s food locally, conserve roughly 81,000 

ha of urban green space, and revive local culture and community to create jobs. Six years later, by 

2015, college- and city-run buildings were powered by 90% renewable energy and a growing 

proportion of food for the city’s university, high schools, hospitals and government offices was sourced 

from local growers.  

Cities all across the Arc could consider initiatives such as joining the City of Amsterdam as a pioneer in 

the “Donut Coalition49”, to promote a regenerative local economy, and/or joining50 the C 40 Network51 

as an “Innovator City”, signing up to commitments from the world’s leading cities, for instance by 

endorsing “Deadline 2020”, a commitment to urgently pursue high ambition climate action, 

demonstrating how to deliver on the Paris Agreement. 

 
43 See for instance the C40 Divest/Invest Forum proposals, https://www.c40.org/programmes/divest-invest . 
44 https://medium.com/weareco/6-examples-of-complementary-currencies-that-will-change-your-vision-of-
money-4ba659814d31 . 
45 https://greattransition.org/publication/let-a-thousand-currencies-bloom . 
46 https://www.oxfordmail.co.uk/news/news_bites/14682968.community-orchards-oxfordshire-mapped-
conservation-charity/ . 
47 https://lceo.mailchimpsites.com/our-projects ; https://lcon.org.uk/ ; hub: http://lowcarbonoxford.org/ . 
48 https://oberlinproject.org/energy/ . 
49 https://amsterdamdonutcoalitie.nl/ 
50 As a short-term category for new cities applying to join the C40 for the first time; applicants for Innovator 
membership will initially be admitted as Observers until they meet C40's year-one participation requirements, 
for up to one year. 
51 https://www.c40.org/ . 

https://www.c40.org/programmes/divest-invest
https://medium.com/weareco/6-examples-of-complementary-currencies-that-will-change-your-vision-of-money-4ba659814d31
https://medium.com/weareco/6-examples-of-complementary-currencies-that-will-change-your-vision-of-money-4ba659814d31
https://greattransition.org/publication/let-a-thousand-currencies-bloom
https://www.oxfordmail.co.uk/news/news_bites/14682968.community-orchards-oxfordshire-mapped-conservation-charity/
https://www.oxfordmail.co.uk/news/news_bites/14682968.community-orchards-oxfordshire-mapped-conservation-charity/
https://lceo.mailchimpsites.com/our-projects
https://lcon.org.uk/
http://lowcarbonoxford.org/
https://oberlinproject.org/energy/
https://amsterdamdonutcoalitie.nl/
https://www.c40.org/
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In sum, we need a radical reappraisal of existing plans and projections, as the Earth’s tipping points 

may be closer than we think. Climate policies commit us to 2.9°C of global heating, but catastrophic 

changes can occur at even 1.5°C or 2°C. 

 

 

“Even when all the promised technofixes and offsets are counted, current policies commit us to a 

calamitous 2.9C of global heating.  

To risk irreversible change by proceeding at such a leisurely pace, to rely on undelivered 

technologies and nonexistent capacities: this is a formula for catastrophe. (…) 

It’s not a smooth and linear transition we need. It’s a crash course 52.” 
 

 

 

 
52 Earth’s tipping points could be closer than we think. Our current plans won’t work, George Monbiot, The 
Guardian, 9 September 2021, https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2021/sep/09/earths-tipping-
points-closer-current-climate-plans-wont-work-global-heating . 

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2021/sep/09/earths-tipping-points-closer-current-climate-plans-wont-work-global-heating
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2021/sep/09/earths-tipping-points-closer-current-climate-plans-wont-work-global-heating
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OUTLOOK 
 

We have a climate emergency. Weak attempts at escaping responsibility and justifying failure to act, 

withdrawing support for climate emergency measures, by feebly stating that “(…) some of the 

suggestions are impractical”, simply do not suffice anymore. 

Nor do arguments aiming to postpone urgent CO2 reductions, quoting supposed “experts”, when 

according to the IPCC authors - the actual experts - we "(…) need to reduce CO2 in the atmosphere 

immediately, with the goal of reaching net-zero emissions as soon as possible".  

Already in the eighties, leading politicians - and these were not Greens or climate activists, but 

Conservatives - have warned us of the dangers of having “(…) unwittingly begun a massive 

experiment with the system of this planet itself”, while reassuring us that “Stable prosperity can be 

achieved throughout the world provided the environment is nurtured and safeguarded53.”  

Let us end this dangerous experiment, now. 

Let us nurture and safeguard the environment we have badly damaged, hoping that the patient (our 

life support system, and indeed we, with it) will survive. 

Let us come off our hubristic high-horse, and stop acting like children dreaming of playing on Mars. 

Now is the time to responsibly and level-headedly implement the drastic, long-overdue changes that 

are needed right away, so as to stay even vaguely within the boundaries of our home planet, Earth. 

We appeal to decision-makers at all levels to show true climate leadership, to take action now, and 

to adopt robust and practical climate emergency measures. Decisions made locally do not only 

benefit (or indeed, damage) locals, but have the potential to impact on outcomes far beyond the 

Arc’s boundaries.  

Time is running out, and tipping points are just around the corner54. 

 55 

 
53 Speech to the Royal Society, 27 September 1988, https://www.margaretthatcher.org/document/107346 . 
54 https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2021/sep/09/earths-tipping-points-closer-current-climate-
plans-wont-work-global-heating . 
55 Source: https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/nov/09/world-is-running-out-of-time-on-climate-
experts-warn . 
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We must deliver now. Not only because all eyes are upon us as hosts of COP 26 and the home of global 

thought leadership, to demonstrate that we can think globally and act locally; but because the present 

survival and the future prospects of ourselves, our children, and the entire planet depend on it.  

“Every bit of warming matters, every year matters, every choice matters56.” 

“The cost of adapting is less than the cost of doing business as usual.  

And the benefits are many times larger57.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  58 

 
56 http://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/sites/2/2019/06/SR15_Full_Report_High_Res.pdf . 
57 Ban Ki-Moon, 8th Secretary General of the United Nations, https://bankimooncentre.org/co-chair-ban-ki-
moon-launched-year-action-global-commission-adaptation-bill-gates-kristalina-georgeieva . 
58 Source: https://lifewayresearch.com/2018/12/20/ancient-extinction-climate-change-or-noahs-flood/ . 

Let us create an Arc that provides  

climate resilience & protection –  

so we won’t need an actual Noah’s Ark. 
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