
Hello 
 

Allow me to introduce myself, my name is Joe Keithley and I am the Green Party candidate for the 

upcoming provincial by-election in Coquitlam-Burke Mountain. I am a lifelong activist who has worked 

hard for the past 35 years to create positive change in our world. I am a musician, a business owner, 

an environmentalist, a husband and a proud father. If I gain your support and your trust, I will work 

tirelessly for the people of Coquitlam-Burke Mountain to help restore equality and fairness to all of us 

in British Columbia.  

When I was 18 I enrolled at Simon Fraser University with the goal of becoming a civil rights lawyer. 

Those aspirations were soon put on hold as I embarked on a career in the music business, founding 

the seminal punk band D.O.A. and running my own record label.  For the past 35 years I have used my 

passion, my music and my business acumen to work towards achieving my ultimate goal, which is to 

help move B.C. and Canada toward becoming a province and country that reflect the values of 

kindness, inclusion and social justice that I believe Canadians and British Columbians hold dear. I 

believe that for me, now is the ideal time to enter formal politics and bring the experience I have 

gained throughout my life to help effect change in B.C. If elected, I will bring my energy and a practical 

sense of know-how to the task of tackling the big problems that affect Coquitlam and B.C. Issues such 

as affordable education for all, a proper standard of living for our seniors, help for small businesses, 

the protection of our environment and reduction of taxes and government fees. I also believe that 

now is the time for Coquitlam to take advantage of being the terminus of the new Evergreen SkyTrain 

line by building an intermodal transportation hub near the Douglas College campus. This would help 

ease the commuting snarl through the Cape Horn, Barnet and Lougheed corridors and at the same 

time, help foster green technology jobs right here in Coquitlam. So rather than commute, we will 

bring the work to the people. I would also take on the almost ignored battle for rail safety in 

Coquitlam, especially pertaining to the transportation of oil and dangerous goods.  

I am asking for your support to help to secure a historic victory in the riding. I believe that I am a 

unique candidate who can pull together a diversified group of people, especially younger voters and 

those who are fed up with politics as usual. I talk to folks all the time who tell me that they rarely 

bother to vote or that they have never voted. But when I tell them I am running, they start to believe 

that all of us hard working, regular people can make a difference with their vote. While the BC NDP 

and the BC Liberals only answer to their respective financial masters, big unions and big business, the 

Green Party listens and acts. We are the only party committed to not whipping votes in the 

legislature. I will be free to follow the wishes of the people of Coquitlam-Burke Mountain. That is real 

grassroots democracy my friends - people power. 

 

 



BIOGRAPHY 

I was born and raised in Burnaby but I have a close connection with Coquitlam, having lived and 

worked there, and I’ve been a big fan of the Adanacs forever. As well, my wife and I are looking into 

buying a house there in the new year and a close part of our family are homeowners in Coquitlam. As 

a youth I played and coached lacrosse, hockey and soccer, but when I turned 16 I realized my real 

passions in life were music and politics. By the time I was 18 I had become a multi-instrumentalist, 

playing guitar, bass and drums. I originally studied folk and bluegrass, but I was soon drawn to the 

burgeoning Punk/New Wave musical scene, so I founded D.O.A. Over the next 35 years we went on to 

sell one million albums. D.O.A. and I were honored in 2002 when we were bestowed with an official 

D.O.A. Day in Vancouver by Mayor Larry Campbell who orchestrated this proclamation.  

I also know how to run a business. Despite tough times in the music business, my record label S.D. 

Records has managed to thrive in the face of big challenges like online filesharing. Through these 

tough times, I have used a lifetime of business experience, determination and negotiating skills to 

keep the label successful. We all know that small business is the backbone of our economy, not giant 

corporations that have no real stake in the local community. 

The most important part of my life is my family. Together with my best friend and wife of 29 years, 

Laura Keithley, we have raised our three children. I was involved with baseball for six years coaching 

our youngest son Clayton’s team, who is now about to start his second year at SFU; our daughter 

Georgia and her fiancée are new home owners in New Westminster; and our oldest son, Jake, was 

accepted as the top student in Canada to the University of Toronto’s child clinical psychology 

Masters/PhD program and is entering the second year of his PhD this fall. 

I believe I have justifiably developed a reputation as a straight shooter, a friend to those in need and a 

person who’s not afraid to rock the boat. Throughout my career I have performed at, organized and 

done the groundwork for over 100 various just causes, which include: women’s rights, environmental 

issues, fair trade not free trade, union rights, anti-racism, anti-war, free speech, First Nations rights, 

animal rights, the fight against nuclear proliferation and benefits to stop cuts to the arts. People 

power is what I am all about. Power to the people! The big thing to remember is that we can, we will 

and we must make this world a better place. 

                                          Talk – Action = 0        Joe Keithley 

 

 


