
 

Policy Development Process 

Introduction 
Springing from our core principles, policy defines who we are and how we are 
different from other parties. Policy is one of the most important and rewarding ways 
that members can contribute to the party. This document outlines how you can get 
involved in policy development. 
 
Through conversations with neighbours, seeking out expert advice, and finally with 
ratifying the policies any individual member and riding association has come 
forward with, this process is to ensure policies are developed in a consistent, 
collaborative manner. The Party policies inform the platform of the Party during 
election time. 
 
 

The Process 

 
 
If you have an idea that improves the lives of British Columbians, we need you to 
engage in the policy process. The end goal is feasible, evidence-based policy. 
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Research, discussion, debate, and evidence are important ingredients in forming 
good policy. 
 
While our policies are intended to be enduring they are not static and as the 
evidence changes so does our approach. Our policies respond to changing 
circumstances. We believe in the power of collaboration. Our policy development 
process involves engaging with other members, engaging in research and with 
experts, and consulting the Policy Committee for guidance on final wording. 
 
Once the idea has gone through the process the idea can be presented at a general 
meeting in the form of a policy resolution.  
 

What is Policy? 
Policy for BC Green Party purposes is defined as the application of values and 
principles held collectively by BC Greens to specific subject areas. BC Green Party 
policy is driven by members and is central to informing our party’s platform as well 
as our response in the forms of initiatives, programs and positions including 
legislative proposals. This relationship is shown below: 
 

 
 
 



Template for a Policy Proposal 
 
Policy proposals should be submitted to the Policy Committee in the following form: 
 

1. Theme.  Identify the BCGP theme or themes the proposed policy comes 
under.  B.C. Green Party policy is organised under 5 themes. Proponents of 
new policies should study “BC Green Policy: A Vision for Our Future” to 
determine the appropriate theme for their proposal and to ensure that their 
proposal is not covered by existing policy.  The 5 themes are: 

a. Health 
b. Safety 
c. Standard of Living 
d. Ecological Balance 
e. Responsible Government 

 
2. Sub-category.  Under each theme, BC Green policies are assigned to 3 

outcomes. Choose the outcome within a theme that you think best fits the 
policy proposal.  Many proposals could potentially fit within more than one 
theme and outcome.   

3. Objectives.  A clear statement of what the policy is designed to achieve. 
 

4. Policy statement.  This is the actual proposed policy.  A policy should be a 
single concept.  Each different concept should be submitted separately.  A 
policy statement should be self-explanatory; expressed in plain language; 
using the least number of words possible. 

 
5. Desired outcomes.  This section should identify the benefits to British 

Columbia or British Columbians in adopting this policy. 
 

6.   Justification.  This section should say why this policy is necessary and how 
this policy relates to other BC Green party policies i.e., it should not conflict 
with or contradict BCGP policies and principles.  Or if it does, it should 
identify the reasons why this policy should supersede the existing policies.  

 
 

7.  Policy title.  A title, no more than one sentence, that succinctly describes the 
nature of the policy. 

 
 

Examples of Good Policy 
Good policy must have an objective, it must be implementable, and it must not 
overspecify the means to achieve the objective. 



 
Here is an example of good policy: 
 
BC should move towards renewable energy in order to prevent and mitigate the 
effects of climate change. 
 
Here is an example of bad policy: 
 
BC should be completely off fossil fuels by 2030 by switching to solar and wind 
energy. 
 
Reasoning: 
 
While moving off of fossil fuels is desirable, being overly prescriptive in how to 
attain the goals narrows the range of options for our platform and positions.  Good 
policy above all balances good ideas with practical realities. 
 

Guiding Questions 
In addition to the Green principles, during research participants are asked to 
consider several guiding questions to help formulate a better policy resolution. 

- Is the issue local, or national? Is it covered by another level of government? Is 

there a deficiency in coverage? 

- Does the policy address the issue in total, or is it to complement other 

policies, either existing or not? 

- Is the goal realistic? Are the means intuitive or counter-intuitive? 

- Is the resolution in practice elsewhere? What lessons can be learned? 

- Is there a reasonable expectation that the policy will be well-received? 

- Does the evidence justify the policy course sought? 

- Will the evidence be enough to use in a policy platform come election time, or 

will it need to be complemented by engagement and marketing? 

Policy Resolutions 
A resolution seeks to influence the course of a group by means of a proposal for 
habit or action. Policy resolutions can be definitions or affirmations of principles; a 
call for change to existing policies or a call for specific action. 
 
A policy resolution can be put forward at a general meeting by a sponsoring riding 
association, a region, or the policy committee once the proponent can show support 
at the local and regional level and incorporated recommendations of the policy 
committee. 



Submitting Policy Proposals 
Submitting a policy proposal should take time to achieve, displaying a commitment 
to collaborating with others, doing research, and responding thoughtfully to an issue 
affecting British Columbians. Here are some guidelines to think about: 

 
1. The policy must demonstrate how it relates to one (or more) of the 5 Themes 

of B.C. Green Party Policy 
a. Health 
b. Safety 
c. Standard of Living 
d. Ecological Balance 
e. Responsible Government 

2.   The policy must address a broad based issue 
3.   It must have a clear objective and defined desired outcomes 
4.   It must be consistent with the 6 Global Green Party principles 
5.   It must have a well articulated justification 
6.   It must be implementable/practical 
7. It must fall within provincial jurisdiction (anything within federal 

jurisdiction would be a position 

Research 
One of the key aspects of policy development is research. A firm understanding of an 
issue, as well as the past efforts to resolve an issue, forms the foundation for 
applying Green principles as well as constructive, critical research. 
Policies are bolstered by research efforts that incorporate: 

- Advocacy groups 

- Think tanks, research institutions, and libraries 

- Universities and colleges 

- Previous policy resolutions 

- Local MLA’s office 

- First-hand accounts of the issue 

- News websites that accumulate reader and viewer opinions 

Approval Process 
As individuals cross-pollinate their ideas among their peers and community they 
can seek the support of their riding association. The idea would then be discussed at 
the regional level as further support is gained through thoughtful discussion and 
research. The proposal may be returned to the riding association level from any 
level of the process if further work is required. 
 



Through this collaborative process, concepts going up from the individuals and local 
communities become distilled into workable and principled policy for the BCGP. 
 
Involvement with the Research and Policy Committee can be engaged at any step of 
this process, seeking advice from committee members and guidance of how to 
proceed through the development process. In particular, where local and regional 
organisation is lacking, the policy committee may assist people with policy ideas by 
putting them in contact with party members in their local communities.   
 
With consultation and support from your regional and riding associations, a policy 
proposal moves to the Annual General Meeting (AGM) where consensus must be 
reached with membership in attendance before the policy is approved. 
 
Policies once approved at AGM become the foundation for party direction and 
informs the platform during elections. The BCGP uses policy development to engage 
citizens and enrich itself on the knowledge and expertise acquired throughout the 
policy process. 
 

Policy Conventions and Webinars 
From time to time the Research and Policy Committee will sponsor webinars and 
policy conventions open to all members. These will focus on broad subjects of 
importance to British Columbians. Expert panels will present ideas for discussion by 
members. The purpose will be to inform members and stimulate ideas that can be 
developed into policies through the process described above.  
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