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ProRep primer 
A short introduction to the 2018 referendum on Proportional Representation 

(ProRep) 

Referendum info 

British Columbia is holding a mail-in referendum on which voting system to use in 

provincial elections. 

● Voting takes place between October 22 and November 30. 

● Voting packages will arrive by mail between October 22 and November 2. 

● People can vote by mail or in person at voting stations. 

Full information: https://elections.bc.ca/referendum  

Quick video summary: https://youtu.be/fB76TKn-xyA  

If you don’t get a voting package in the mail by November 2, you can ask for one by 

calling 1-800-661-8683 or visiting http://elections.bc.ca/ovr. The deadline is 

November 23. 

Referendum questions 

Voters will be asked 2 questions: 

1. Which system should British Columbia use for provincial elections? 

a. The current First-Past-the-Post (FPTP) voting system 

b. A Proportional Representation voting system 

2. If British Columbia adopts a Proportional Representation voting system, 

which of the following voting systems do you prefer? 

a. Dual Member Proportional (DMP) 

b. Mixed Member Proportional (MMP) 

c. Rural-Urban Proportional (RUP) 

Voters can answer both questions or just one. In the second question, voters can 

rank their personal preference for one, two, or all three systems. For ProRep 
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supporters, the critical question to answer is Question 1; the results of this 

question will determine what voting system we use in future elections. If ProRep 

supporters have a preference for systems, we encourage them to answer Question 

2. If they do not have a preference, they can skip it. 

Full voting instructions: https://elections.bc.ca/referendum/how-to-vote/  

Why we need ProRep 

With Proportional Representation, a party’s share of the seats in the legislature 
will be the determined by how many votes it received in the last election. 

Under our current First-Past-the-Post electoral system, the province is usually 
run by a single political party. That's too much power for any one party to have 
when British Columbians didn't vote for it. 

All three Proportional Representation voting systems on the ballot give people 

better representation than the current First-Past-the-Post system: 

● A party’s share of political power will be proportional to how many votes it 

received in the election. 

● Governments are usually made up of multiple parties who have to work 

collaboratively. Together, they are able to represent support from a majority 

of voters. 

Learn more: https://www.bcgreens.ca/pro_rep  

ProRep voting systems 

BC Greens are encouraging voters to select Proportional Representation in 

question 1. Question 2 is optional, but voters can rank their preferred ProRep 

system(s). 

The following is a simple breakdown of the three systems. For more details, please 

visit https://elections.bc.ca/referendum/voting-systems/voting-systems/.  

● Dual Member Proportional (DMP) 

○ Each riding is combined with a neighbouring riding and will elect two 

MLAs. Parties nominate up to two candidates who stand together on 

the ballot. You vote for a party or independent candidate. The party or 
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independent candidate that gets the most votes elects the first person 

in their set. A second MLA is elected from another party set to achieve 

proportional representation. 

● Mixed Member Proportional (MMP) 
○ You have two votes on your ballot: one for your riding and one for 

your preferred party. Your riding MLA is elected just like now. 

Regional MLAs are elected based on the party vote to achieve 

proportional representation. 

● Rural Urban Proportional (RUP) 
○ Rural areas use MMP, urban ridings are combined into large ridings 

and parties can nominate multiple candidates. Votes rank individual 

candidates in order of preference which achieves proportional 

representation. The urban riding system is called Single Transferable 

Vote (STV). 

ProRep mythbusting 

Big money lobbyists say  Democracy experts say 

You should be scared 

about losing your local 

representation. 

ProRep gives you more local representation, not 
less. In all three ProRep systems, every riding will 
have at least one directly-elected MLA plus 
additional local or regional MLAs. 

You should be scared 

about losing rural 

representation. 

Under ProRep the whole province is represented 
fairly. In fact, in the current FPTP system  many 
people in rural ridings don’t get very good 
representation because their MLA may not reflect 
their views and are never represented in both 
government and opposition. With ProRep, they will 
have representation according to their voting 
preferences in both government and opposition. 

You should be worried 

about electing unstable 

minority governments. 

ProRep governments actually create more stable 
legislation, because they are built on collaboration 
and consensus-building. Majority governments 
usually undo whatever the previous government 
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did, causing public policies to change after every 
election. It’s hard to make any progress on issues 
like climate change when policies are undone after 
every election. 

You should be worried 

about extremist and fringe 

groups getting into power. 

ProRep has excellent safeguards in place. A party 
must receive at least 5% of the vote to win ProRep 
seats. If extremists were to get more than 5% of the 
vote, we would have a societal problem with 
extremism — not a democracy problem. 

You won’t be able to 

understand ProRep. We 

should keep voting simple. 

ProRep is very simple: a party’s share of the seats in 
the legislature is determined by its share of the 
votes in the election. 
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