
September 24, 2016 GPNJ Minutes - Springfield Public Library 1 - 3 pm 
 
Present: Onel Martinez, Louis Nicastro, Amanda Clark, Susan Gordon, Joe Pezillo, 
Jamy Lassell, Marge Simons, Denise Brush, Tom Violett, Don Leich, Kim Meudt, Carrie 
Gordon, Juan Silva, Charley Cano, Adriana Silva, Dan Evans-Farkas, Diane Michaels, 
Laura Genna, Jeremy Einbeinder, Gregory Giacabo, Devin Gallagher, Anita Burton, Pat 
Noble, Suzy Yang, Brian Powers, Julie Saporito-Acuna, Diane Moxley, Mike Mangels, 
Jess Mangels, Rich Harris, Veronica Granite, Ahmed El Touney. Three people on the 
phone: Heather Warburton from Atlantic, Brian Tholl from Middlesex County, Nicole 
from Mercer (new Green). 
 

1. Julie (Chair) - announcement - Ahmed El Touney is the new 2nd Vice Chair.  
2. Ahmed -  

1. “30 seconds for Jill” is a campaign to make videos about why we support 
Jill Stein to post on website. Include your name, county, and why you 
support Jill.  If you speak another language, consider doing your video in 
that language. 

2. Also, outreach to the 2000+ registered Greens - Ahmed wants people to 
volunteer to try to find these people online (US mail is too expensive) and 
then go door-to-door to try to reach out to the rest. He’s going to try the 
door campaign in Union County first and let us know how it goes.  

3. Julie - Elections Chair announcement -  
1. Steve Welzer stepped down as committee chair; the Elections Committee 

elected Rich Harris (state Jill2016 coordinator) as chair. 
2. Erika Jacho (running for Bellville school board) and Gary Frazier (running 

for Camden City Council) need campaign volunteers! You can help with 
phone banking, social media, and canvassing if you live close by - there 
are volunteer forms online for both candidates. 

3. Appeal for 2017 & 2018 candidates - Julie has gotten about 10 people 
interested in running for offices in 2017, plus 2 for 2018. Now is the time 
to explore running. 

4. Committee needs to create a list of vetting questions for potential 
candidates. 

4. Appeal for more involvement on committees - Mike Mangels (1st Vice Chair) -  
1. Communications - we really need people on Communications since we 

are doing lots of press releases. Committee chair Jim Brash has created 
a committee Facebook page. Laura Genna just put out press release 
about the presidential debates. They also need more help with social 
media (FB, Twitter, Reddit).  

2. Policy committee - needs people to do research and generate position 
papers. Ideally press releases would refer people to our detailed policy 
papers. More people would also be helpful in interviewing candidates and 
developing platforms for NJ candidates around local issues. If you have 
specific local issues in mind, send them to Veronica to post in her 
spreadsheet. 

3. Finance committee - Jessica Mangels (GPNJ Treasurer) pleaded for 
people to join this committee, which has few members and an important 
role: they create a budget, do fundraisers, order and sell t-shirts and other 
merchandise. 

5. Jessica is planning a Green New Year Fundraiser to raise money for 2017 
candidates - Dec/Jan time frame - needs volunteers! 



6. Stein-Baraka campaign - Rich Harris (see attached status report) -  
1. If anyone else wants to be a Jill coordinator for their county, note it on the 

sign-in sheet; we have coordinators for 18 counties. It doesn’t look like he 
will be able to get office space after all.  

2. Phone banking - Rich doesn’t like the way the national campaign wants to 
do it, which is calling people statewide to get more calling volunteers. 
Instead he has divided up the state into 8 regions and wants coordinators 
to call the people in Jill’s database to invite them to phone banking events 
where we would call all the people in our region of Steve’s state list of 
Green registrations. Rich will give us the information in a few days. When 
you set up the events, make sure you post on Facebook and Action 
Network. Also it would be nice to post to Jill2016 site and GPNJ site. 
Script should ask if they have/know of space to hold events. 

7. Membership Committee/County Reports - contact Chair Brian Powers to apply 
for money to do local tabling events (most municipalities charge money for tables 
at fairs). 

1. A member from Essex said instead of tabling at fairs they are going to 
walk around, as this is free…as long as political activity is allowed. Rich 
Harris said if you ask him ahead of time, he can make sure people have 
Jill2016 materials for tabling/leafletting. 

2. Fifteen locals are now organized: Atlantic, Camden, Gloucester, Mercer, 
Monmouth, Ocean, Sussex & Warren, Bergen, Essex, Hudson, 
Middlesex, Morris, Passaic, and Union. To be officially recognized by the 
state party they need to write bylaws and elect officers. Brian has worked 
up an official certificate for new locals, and presented the first one to Al 
Clayton from Ocean County. If you get everything done by 12/31/16, you 
will get $150 seed money from Brian (from the Jill2016 grant). 

3. The committee has developed and approved a dispute resolution process 
and created a sub-committee to handle disputes. Jamy Lassell thanked 
us.  

8. Upcoming Events and Announcements -  
1. Kean University Campus Greens will be having a kickoff meeting this 

Wed at 3:30 and is working on getting recognized; they are also 
coordinating with Rutgers University Green group. 

2. Veronica Granite said to talk to her if you’re interested in working on a 
policy position on alternative voting methods such as IRV. She also said 
we need people to help to post videos from events on our website. Laura 
Genna live streamed Jill’s speech and needs access to be able to post 
video to website. Jim Brash wants us to livestream these monthly 
meetings, too. 

3. Debate at Hofstra - Rich has been working mainly on getting people there 
by bus. There will be chanting, holding signs, etc. Possibly there will be a 
direct action but it won’t be announced ahead, even to us. There is a 
schedule of events on Jill2016 site now. Jill may try to go into debate and 
get arrested, but others will not be at risk of arrest if they are just outside. 
However there will be nonviolent direct action training in Manhattan 
tomorrow. Bus from New Brunswick will be actually at Joyce Kilmer 
turnpike rest stop near East Brunswick. Be sure to sign up online to stay 
informed of details. Jeremy noted that he’d like the buses we charter in 
the future to be wheelchair accessible. 



4. Ahmed reminded us of the Tue (9/27) at 9 pm webinar for prospective 
candidates led by chair of Maine Green Party - Steve Welzer sent the link 
to Google Group. 

5. Next statewide meeting will be October 22 at the Toms River Library 
(Ocean County); attendees are invited to a barbecue afterwards at Al 
Clayton’s house.  

6. The November 19 GPNJ meeting will be at Howell library in Monmouth 
County, thanks to Tom Violett. 

7. This November there will be a ballot amendment to expand casinos in 
North Jersey. Heather in Atlantic County says this would be devastating 
for the AC area: unemployment is at 9% already, city employees aren’t 
being paid, etc. It’s being pushed by building trade unions. It requires a 
state constitutional amendment because currently only the AC area is 
allowed to have casinos. Currently it has “bipartisan” support and we 
would get lots of visibility if we oppose it. Brian made a motion that the 
state party go on record as opposing this ballot question. Julie seconded 
and the majority raised their hands. Only Green Council can vote though. 
Six votes in favor of the proposal => vote passed.  

8. Joe Pezzillo from Bergen County said they have been meeting for 10 
years, and got 7 new members at last meeting. They have bylaws and 
officers - shouldn’t they get a official status? Brian says to send him their 
bylaws and he’ll send the certificate and $150. Other locals are welcome 
to use the Ocean County bylaws as a template - Brian will give us this 
and other documentation at the next Membership Committee meeting in 
early Oct. 

 
Meeting adjourned at 3 pm. We then took a group photo. 
 
-Denise Brush, GPNJ Secretary 
 
Communications Committee Report from Jim Brash follows. 
 
This is the report to the Green Council and state meeting attendees about the activities 
of the Communications Committee since the August meeting. 
 
1. NEWS ADVISORIES 
 
News advisories were released about the GP meetings in Morris, Atlantic, Ocean, 
Sussex, Middlesex, and the state meeting in Union. Additional advisories went out about 
September 9 National Prison Strike, on the behalf of Decarcerate the Garden State; 
Politics Beyond the Two Party System, and the March For Environmental Justice. 
 
2. PRESS RELEASES 
 
Press releases for the March for Environmental Justice, were exclusively handled by 
Aaron H. 
A release was written by Ahmed Eltouny on Syria in the aftermath of the Gary Johnson 
snafu. 
Theresa Marlika wrote a release/statement about suicide in conjunction with an Out of 
Darkness walk in Chatham Township. 
Laura Genna wrote the release/statement about protesting the presidential debates. 



Thank you all for your time and energy on these releases. 
 
3. REACTIONS 
 
One of our releases went out to GPUS national media list that was written by Mike 
Mangels with edits by myself and Scott McLarty the gpus media coordinator. 
The March For Justice received positive media. 
One article featuring our candidate for Camden City Council, Gary Frazier, in connection 
to the events of September 9, that leaned towards the negative. 
What wasn't mentioned in the August report was that several of our members had been 
quoted by reporters in reference to the Jill Stein campaign. 
 
4. GOING FORWARD 
 
Increased interest has taken place in the communications committee. We have several 
new members, with several more being potentially added in the near future. We've 
started a closed Facebook group to compliment our listserv. This should enable us to 
share projects and ideas more effectively. 
 
We would like to work on managing more effectively our Twitter account. There is still a 
need for volunteers for tweeters, as well as meme creators, people willing to record and 
podcast our meetings and events, as well as the need to update our pinterest 
page/account. Also, another admin is needed for the reddit account. 
 
Finally, we are looking for people with knowledge of WordPress, because we might be 
considering moving the GPNJ website from nation builder to there. At this moment I 
would like to once again thank Veronica G. for all her work on the website and media 
related assistance. 
 
Persons interested in helping out with gpnj media should reach out to Jim Brash at gpnj 
communications@gmail.com, to our chairperson Julie Saporito, at gpnjchair@gmail.com 
or our membership committee chair Brian Powers at gpnj membership@gmail.com. 
 
The above concludes the communications committee report for September. 
 
In peace and solidarity always 
 
Jim Brash 
 
#### 
 
Jill2016 Campaign Status Report - Rich Harris 

Jill Events 
The Jill events at Red Bank and Rutgers were a success.  Aaron Hyndman handled the 
PR for the events, and we received some good coverage prior to the event; the post 
event coverage was sparse, however.  I’d estimate that 150 attended Red Bank, while at 
least 300 were at Rutgers.   
 
The buzz after Rutgers town hall was tremendous.  They were a lot of new faces at that 
event, and the people seemed to really enjoy being able to hear Jill speak in a non-



scripted way.  We need to consider why this event was so well attended, and why there 
were so many new faces.  We also need to replicate this kind of success in the future.   
 
This Monday, Jill and Baraka will be at Hofstra to protest being excluded from the 
debates.  Everyone is invited, and there is still room on the bus from New Brunswick.  I 
could use a hand with organizing this event.   

Office Space 
The office space that was offered to us in Butler is currently under construction.  I was 
given no indications that this was the case. Imagine my surprise when I went to look at 
the space.  I have very serious doubts that we could move into this space in the near 
future, and the owner has yet to answer my inquiries as to when the space might be 
available.  The same owner has mentioned another office space in Lodi, but he has 
given me no indication when we might be able to move into that space. As of now, this 
entire effort appears to have been a complete waste of time.   

JSP Phone Banking 

The current call system that the JSP campaign uses, CallHub, is set up to by state, 
meaning that we cannot call the people county by county.  Theresa Markila has 
familiarized herself with the system, and is prepared to train others on how to use it.   
 
In my opinion, the current JSP plan for phone banking makes no sense for New Jersey 
for two main reasons:  1) we have less than 1,200 volunteers to call, which should take 
no time at all for our people, and 2) CallHub is currently has less than 300 on the NJ call 
list.  I believe that CallHub would be very useful if it was set up to call thousands, but 
unfortunately, it is not at the moment. With that said, I propose that we use a different 
approach in NJ. 

NJ Phone Banking 
I have produced a phone list of all JIll volunteers by county.  The current list is slightly 
more than 1,100.  Furthermore, I have organized our counties and Jill coordinators into 
eight regions (see link below).   
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/13npAgCNXaroPU_FCHpcJ3wT1-
pR1mxJ9F7X5QcWCp-I/edit?usp=sharing.   
 
Each region has at least two Jill coordinators and between 100 and 200 Jill 
volunteers.  If the coordinators themselves had to call all volunteers, it would likely take 
each person no more than five hours to make one complete round of calls.   
 

Step-by-step Plan 
1. Plan events.  Before calling, have a reason to call.  In other words, we 

need to have events in mind to give the volunteers something to do.  The 
events would fall into two main categories: phone banking (calling non-
volunteers) and canvassing (festivals, parks, door-to-door, …).  You might 
try planning repeating events from here on out; for example, you could 
have Phone Banking Wednesdays at someone’s home or the local 
library, and Canvassing Saturdays at various locations.   



2. Schedule, create, and promote events.  This mainly involves two things: 
1) listing the event on Facebook (and possibly on Action Network, 
GPNJ.org, Jill2016.com), and 2) sending out a targeted email blast from 
Action Network.  THIS STEP is critical, and has NOT been done with 
consistency for the kickoff meetings.  People will not come to events if 
they do not know that they exist.  If you need help with this, Brian Powers 
and I are the main people to speak to.   

3. Starting calling people in your region.  Each region will have a call list on 
a Google Sheet, which will allow us to note who has and has not been 
called.  If multiple callers are using the list at once, you would simply give 
each caller a range of people to call (Adam Smith to Zeb Thomas, for 
example).  Callers will also have access to a simple script to use as a 
guide.  Callers will invite people to come to existing events or to become 
a phone banker from their own home.   

 
Steve’s Green Data 

Steve Welzer has recently acquired state-wide data on registered Greens, but this info 
includes neither phone numbers nor emails.  We need to reach out to these people 
either by regular mail or by going door to door.  Both will take time and money, with the 
latter not being an easy task at all.  I would suggest that the latter only be considered if it 
was a part of a larger canvassing effort.   

Upcoming Kickoff Meetings 
• Essex on September 28 
• Mercer on September 28 
• Atlantic on September 29 
• Burlington on October 3 

 
My main concern is that these meetings may not be promoted properly.  Is there a 
Facebook event?  Is there an Action Network event?  Has an email blast been 
set?  These steps are CRITICAL, and have NOT been done with consistency for the 
kickoff meetings.  People will not come to events if they do not know that they exist.  If 
you need help with this, Brian Powers and I are the main people to speak to.  These 
events could also be listed GPNJ.org and Jill2016.com, but that is not a necessity.    

Literature and Merchandise 
I have brought a bunch of literature and merchandise for events and meetings, and more 
is on its way.   
 

	


