
FEEDBACK ON PEMULWUY PROJECT 
Greens NSW Submission 
27 October 2017 
 

We thank the department of Planning & Environment for inviting feedback on the proposed changes 

to the Pemulwuy Project. The Greens provided a submission to the Aboriginal Housing Company 

(AHC) in June earlier this year, when they offered the opportunity to provide feedback on the 

Pemulwuy Project. We enclose that submission which we again endorse. 

We remain clear in voicing our concerns about the potential repercussions of the current proposal 

on the community of Redfern.  

This submission is focused around our concern about the current proposal to see 522 housing units 

dedicated to student accommodation in precinct 3 of the development. We note that the 

Department of Planning & Environment have already approved a 6 storey dwelling that 

accommodates 154 students so far. We remain concerned at the extent of the already approved 

housing given there are a mere 63 units being dedicated to Aboriginal housing on land that has for 

more than four decades been dedicated to Aboriginal housing.  

The historical significance of Redfern and its unique history as an Aboriginal place in the heart of 

Sydney must be central in any consideration of this development.  Historically, Redfern has been a 

focal point for Aboriginal activism, justice and Aboriginal rights and many see this site as a birthplace 

of Aboriginal resistance in the inner city. Today, Redfern remains a culturally significant and thriving 

community that is still home to a dynamic Aboriginal community.  

Given this, we cannot support the AHC’s proposal for 522 student housing units on the site. The AHC 

was founded on government grants that enabled them to gain ownership of The Block in Redfern as 

a place for Aboriginal housing. This was under the condition that they create a space for affordable 

Aboriginal housing and community for Aboriginal people in Redfern. If this development is approved 

then that history will be denied and a crucial place of Aboriginal revival and resistance will be 

irreparably damaged.  

The size and scale of the proposed development is also unsympathetic and out of character with the 

surrounding urban environment. Development to the West of the rail line in Redfern is characterised 

by two storey terrace housing interspersed with slightly larger converted warehouses and inter-war 

flat buildings.  The bulk and scale of these proposed plans risks destroying the character and 

aesthetic quality of the surrounding area and would be an intrusive and inappropriate development.  



The Greens firmly believe that 522 housing units is an alarmingly disparate ratio to the 63 allocated 

Aboriginal housing units. If approved this development will hasten the process of gentrification and 

displacement of Aboriginal people in this area.  

We urge the delegate to reject the proposal.  
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