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Dear neighbour,
Representing you over the past year has confirmed for me how special our area is. We are diverse, progressive, 
passionate, active and caring people.
These qualities help us stand together to face the challenges conservative governments throw at us: to demand 
better public services, to protect the most vulnerable, to fight inappropriate and unnecessary development.
Recent legislation introduced by the NSW Liberal Government directly threatens our ability to stand together in 
this way. Mike Baird’s anti-protest laws expand police powers across the state and have introduced heavy punitive 
measures for protesters. 
Whether it’s Knitting Nannas locking onto machinery in Gloucester, a Save Our Councils protest, WestConnex 
action or a Reclaim the Streets celebration in Hyde Park, our fundamental right to protest peacefully is under 
threat. 
In response to the laws, thousands from across civil society rallied outside of parliament, showing that the 
community will stand up to protect our basic civil and political rights.
This Autumn Community Newsletter contains more examples of threats our community faces, as well as inspiring 
stories of the individuals, groups and organisations that are standing up and speaking out to keep our community 
strong.
If there’s something that you care about, I strongly encourage you to connect with members of the community who 
feel the same, and together make a stand.
On a more personal note, my partner Kristian and I are excited to share with you that we are expecting our first 
baby to arrive in June. While I’ll be adjusting to my new role as a mother for a few months, our team will continue to 
work hard for our community.
Cheers,

Cathy, Mithra, Jenny, Dan and Lydia are available to 
assist with your personal matters or local issues.
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Our Electorate Office is on the land of the Gadigal people of the Eora 
Nation. We pay our respects to Elders past, present and emerging.
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GETTING REAL 
RESULTS

One of the best things about our community is the passions 
we share. The values that bind us together.
We care about equality and justice, about protecting the 
environment and our future. We know that to achieve these 
things we need to work together, across all levels of government.
Here is some recent progress made in a number of areas we care about.

DECEMBER 2015: Marrickville Council partners 
with Newtown Asylum Seeker Centre to 
introduce ‘Asylum Seeker Community Passport.’ 
Pictured: ASC Staff with Marrickville Councillor 
Sylvie Ellsmore and Mayor Sam Iskander.

FEBRUARY 2016: The NSW 
Parliament and Police formally 

apologised to the ‘78ers’ 
– participants of the first 

Sydney Mardi Gras who were 
treated so terribly. Pictured: 
Some 78ers and Jenny with 
Australian Greens Senators 

Janet Rice, Lee Rhiannon and 
Richard Di Natale.

FEBRUARY 2016: AGL pulls 
out of CSG plan in Gloucester 
as NSW and Queensland 
projects are abandoned. 
Pictured: Jenny with Lock 
the Gate campaigners at the 
Newtown Festival.

MARCH 2016: As a result of pressure by Greens 
Member for Balmain Jamie Parker, the NSW Govt 
commits twelve months funding to keep the Women’s 
Family Law Court Service in operation. Pictured: 
Jamie with SOS Services’ Roxanne McMurray.

WHAT DO YOU
CARE ABOUT?

Let us know what issues you’re connected with 
and passionate about seeing reform in: 
jennyleong.org/the-issues-that-matter

MARCH 2016: Federal Senate reform legislation passes, giving 
people more control over where their vote goes. Pictured: 
Australian Greens Federal MPs in Canberra, who continue to 
advocate for improved democracy and a Federal ICAC.

jennyleong.org/the-issues-that-matter


REPRESENTING OUR
COMMUNITY

AUSTRALIAN TECHNOLOGY PARK
Jenny invited Heritage Minister Mark Speakman on a guided tour 
of Australian Technology Park with social historian Professor Lucy 
Taksa and other community representatives. With the sale of ATP to 
Mirvac, and the Commonwealth Bank moving in, there is an urgent 
need to protect the heritage and the historical significance of the 
site. We will continue to work with local residents, unions, history 
and heritage experts to ensure this important site is not lost.

REGRESSIVE NEW BIKE LAWS
Our community loves riding, whether it’s for leisure or travelling 
to work. This puts us at odds with roads-obssessed Minister 
Duncan Gay, who has ripped up bike lanes and recently introduced 
a unnecessary series of rules, regulations and harsh penalties for 
people who ride. Jenny and her upper house colleague Mehreen 
Faruqi will continue to advocate for better cycling infrastructure, 
working in the community, state parliament and with local councils.

WATERLOO PUBLIC HOUSING
Waterloo Public Housing residents are understandably worried 
about the impending redevelopment announced by the Government 
as a result of the new Waterloo Metro Station. Jenny organised 
a public meeting and invited Housing Minister Brad Hazzard to 
hear residents’ concerns first hand. Our office has collated the 
issues raised and will keep pressure on the government to ensure 
community interest in put before developer profits.

SNIFFER DOG REPEAL LEGISLATION
Delivering on an election promise, Jenny introduced a bill into 
parliament to repeal the use of drug detection dogs without 
a warrant – on public transport, at festivals, and in bars. In 
around 75 per cent of cases, the dogs get it wrong. Arbitrary, 
intrusive and humiliating searches of innocent citizens going 
about their daily business are a clear infringement on our civil 
liberties and need to be stopped. 

WESTCONNEX: WRONG WAY, GO BACK! 
Local actions and community opposition continues to grow, 
and Jenny continues to support this vital work. We will not 
be deterred  from the campaign to stop this dirty toll road 
from carving up our community: from blockading sites and 
writing submissions, speaking and questioning Ministers in 
parliament and pursuing legal options – it is not an option to 
allow Westconnex to be built.        



OTHER COMMUNITY LEADERS RECOGNISED RECENTLY IN PARLIAMENT: 
• Marrickville Council 2016 Citizens of the Year Xanthe Sini, Jim Skuthorpe, and Tamra Palmer.
• The Redfern and Waterloo Neighbourhood Advisory Board Events Group.
• NSW Volunteer Award Winners Jane Hehir, Bridget Rose Kelly, the SPARK volunteer team, Patricia Di Croce and Greg Owen. 
• Team members at Newtown Neighbourhood Centre and Marrickville Legal Centre.

Jenny regularly attends events across our community, connecting with the broad range of passions and interests the community holds. Do you want Jenny to attend your next event? Write to us at newtown@parliament.nsw.gov.au or call (02) 9517 2800. 

RECOGNISING COMMUNITY LEADERS
So many individuals and groups in our community are inspiring leaders doing wonderful work to build 
a strong, diverse and equitable society. As your local MP, Jenny regularly draws the attention of the NSW 
Parliament to the leadership our community is showing. 

 

STANDING WITH THE COMMUNITY

NO-WESTCONNEX CAMPAIGNERS
“I congratulate members of the local community 
campaign groups who worked so hard to inform 
the people of New South Wales and those directly 
affected by WestConnex about the significant and 
alarming impact this toll road will have on their lives 
and the lives of all their children and families.”

— Hansard, 22 March 2016

SYDNEY STORY FACTORY
“I congratulate Sydney Story Factory executive 
director and co-founder Catherine Keenan, who 
received the 2016 Australian Local Hero Award.

“Catherine, staff and volunteers at the Sydney Story 
Factory in Redfern work to ensure that all young 
people, no matter their background, are given 
opportunities to express themselves through writing 
and storytelling. 

“I particularly commend their efforts to prioritise the 
engagement of marginalised young people.”

— Hansard, 25 February 2016

NEWTOWN HIGH SCHOOL
“I draw the attention of Parliament to the recent 
announcement by Newtown High School 
regarding changes to its uniform policy.

“I congratulate the students who have lobbied 
successfully for an updated policy that removes 
reference to gender and allows students to wear 
the uniform they feel most comfortable in. 

“I hope that other schools and workplaces 
follow the example set by Newtown High 
School in promoting an inclusive and supportive 
environment, by removing unnecessary gender-
based rules and protocols around clothing.”

— Hansard, 10 March 2016

At the Newtown Festival with two of the 
Newtopia winners – Harmony and Joe

With Surry Hills residents presenting their petition 
for an additional light rail stop, at Wimbo Park

Outside the Department of Immigration at a 
Refugee Action Coalition Rally #LetThemStay



Jenny regularly attends events across our community, connecting with the broad range of passions and interests the community holds. Do you want Jenny to attend your next event? Write to us at newtown@parliament.nsw.gov.au or call (02) 9517 2800. 

 

EMPOWERING COMMUNITIES
A SAFE AND VIBRANT SYDNEY
So many of you have contacted our office concerned about 
the impact of the lockout laws. 

We know that lockout laws are not the answer – and that the 
lockouts actually threaten what we love most about our city.  

We love our buskers and dancing on the street at midnight.  We 
love our diverse and respectful community.  We love our live 
music and our bars and we want to keep Sydney open and safe.  

We don’t want violence and binge drinking on our streets, and 
we don’t want it to be shut down and turned into a ghost town.

LIVABLE CITIES – ACTIVE COMMUNITIES

BETTER PUBLIC TRANSPORT
ACCESSIBILITY FOR EVERYONE
We all know how important it is for our public spaces to be 
accessible to everyone. 

People with a disability, parents with young children, cyclists and 
other people with mobility issues shouldn’t be excluded from 
participating fully in our community.

Recent changes to bus routes and closures of a number of bus-
stops have had a negative impact on people’s ability to access 
public transport.

Only a small handful of train stations in our area are either fully or 
partially accessible. Progress is much too slow. 

We’re calling on the Government to fully fund train station 
accessibility across NSW in next year’s budget, along with a 
second lightrail stop at Wimbo Park in Surry Hills.

At Mardi Gras with Dejay Toborek, Jim Casey 
from the FBEU and 78er Ray Goodlas

At the rally to protect the Safe Schools 
program, at Sydney Town Hall

Speaking to the large crowd at the Invasion Day 
Rally at the Block in Redfern

jennyleong.org/cbdlockout_review

Where is accessibility most important for you? Tell us at: 
jennyleong.org/accessibility

Visit our website to tell the Premier your views on the 
Kings Cross and CBD lockouts.

http://jennyleong.org/cbdlockout_review
http://jennyleong.org/accessibility
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LIVABLE CITIES – ACTIVE COMMUNITIES

Jenny with Member for Sydney Alex Greenwich, Sydney Lord 
Mayor Clover Moore and local school children on Australia Day.

INNER-CITY LIVING
MORE SCHOOLS NEEDED
Our public schools need additional resources to cope 
with increasing student numbers.  

We already need a new public high school in the inner 
city, and plans by Urban Growth to increase housing 
density means there will be even more school students in 
coming years.  

INNER-CITY LIVING
PLANNING FOR COMMUNITIES
Have you seen the NSW Government’s plans for Parramatta 
Rd and the Central to Eveleigh corridor?  

Urban Growth NSW has been set up to increase housing 
density in these areas, but has not committed to affordable 
housing targets or delivering the necessary services. 

The Government intends to sell public land to private 
developers to build 12-20 storey residential apartment towers.

But what about the schools, sporting fields, affordable 
housing, parks and transport infrastructure needed to support 
a growing population and ensure a vibrant community?

With Jamie Parker at Moore Park with some 
beautiful fig trees in danger of being chopped down

At the Surry Hills Neighbourhood Centre’s One 
Billion Rising action to end violence against women

With Member for Balmain Jamie Parker at a huge 
community meeting at Petersham Bowling Club.

At Summer on the Green in Waterloo with Uncle 
Max celebrating Chinese New Year

jennyleong.org/urban-growth

Sign up to join us doorknocking in the local areas impacted 
by Urban Growth, to ensure we get integrated planning for 
transport, housing and community infrastructure.

TELL US: 
• How long does it take your kids to get to 

school?  
• Are there enough classrooms, playing fields 

and open spaces? 
• What are the main pressures facing your 

school?

jennyleong.org/our-schools

http://jennyleong.org/urban-growth
http://jennyleong.org/our-schools

