
 

 

24 August 2021 
The Hon Brad Hazzard MP                                                       
Minister for Health 
52 Martin Place 
Sydney NSW 2000           

                                                   
Dear Minister Hazzard, 

Re:  Vaccination rates in Chippendale and Darlington 

I am writing to request your support in improving the vaccination rates in 
Chippendale and Darlington following concerns raised with us by the Chippendale 
Residents Interest Group and local residents about the comparatively low rates of 
Covid-19 vaccination in these suburbs compared to neighbouring inner city and inner 
west suburbs.  

Chippendale and Darlington have one of the lowest vaccination rates in Greater 
Sydney in an area with one of the highest population densities. Current data indicates 
that less than 30% have received their first dose of a vaccine, and less than 20% are 
fully vaccinated, of an eligible population of over 13,000 people. These numbers are 
20-30% lower than surrounding suburbs. Continued low vaccination rates are likely 
to leave this community, many of whom live in apartments and small dwellings at 
risk. 

In addition to this, Chippendale and Darlington have high student populations. I note 
that the University of Sydney and the University of NSW both have extremely low 
vaccination rates. I understand vaccination rates in these areas are potentially lower 
due to a proportion of the younger population who were not initially eligible for the 
vaccination. Alternatively, it could relate to the higher proportion of international 
students and non-Sydney based students who may not be currently residing on 
campus. However if this is the case, it would be good for this information to be noted 
in the statistics. Given the central location of this area, and the lower vaccination rates 
in Chippendale and Darlington, I would ask that consideration be given to 
establishing a pop-up vaccination hub at a suitable location, such as Chippendale 
Green/Central Park, to urgently boost vaccination rates. 

Thank you in advance for your consideration of these issues and I look forward to 
your reply. 

Yours sincerely, 

 
 

Jenny Leong MP  
Member for Newtown 


