
1 
 

 

2014 Sodexo Foundation Youth Grant – Case Studies 
 

This year Sodexo Foundation and YSA granted 98 youth with $500 to create service projects focusing on 

childhood hunger. The following grantees represent a sampling of participants in the program. Through 

interviews, surveys, and impact reporting we captured specific details about their projects and their 

results.  

 

Andrew Fleming, age 7 

Fayette Samaritans 

Fayetteville, Georgia 

 

Project Title:  Andrew's Fun & Helpful Community's Hunger Games Drive 

Project Summary: Andrew’s Fun & Helpful Community works with Fayette Samaritans to help feed 

hungry children.  Fayette Samaritans is an organization whose mission is to “feed the hungry, clothe the 

naked, shelter the homeless and otherwise, love our neighbors” in Fayette County.  Through video 

promotion, followed by a food drive, Andrew helped to make a difference in the Fayetteville 

community.   The video presentation will be placed on the Fayette Samaritans’ website and sent to local 

businesses to raise the profile of Fayette Samaritans’ work in the community.  The Food Drive, held on 

May 10th, was a carnival-style event with kid-friendly activities and prizes.  Andrew, with the help of his 

mom, LaKeisha, worked with his school and local Board of Commisioners to get the word out about his 

event. Participants purchased event admission and raffle tickets with canned goods and food item 

donations.    

 

Impact on Childhood Hunger:  

- Amount of money raised : $850 
- Number of meals (or meal equivalents) provided: 175 

 

Number of Youth Volunteers: 15 

 

Best Practices: Tap into YSA resources (Andrew and his mom didn't do it until the end and they wished 

they had done it sooner). Getting local schools, churches, restaurants involved is really helpful to get the 

word out. Additionally, not being afraid to ask for help is really important. Having incentives for 

volunteers or those who donate encourages them to do more as well. 

 

Challenges: It was hard to enlist volunteers early on. In the end, they had enough, but that was 

definitely a challenge at the start. 

 

What results are you proudest of?  What impact was most powerful to you? 

"Coming up with the idea of the project was my proudest moment." 
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Why is the issue of childhood hunger especially important to YOU? 

From LaKeisha, Andrew’s mom: “My son has a heart for hungry and hurting people.  He doesn’t like to 

see people who don’t have food to eat, a place to live, or clothes to wear.  He says he wants to do this 

project, ‘because I don’t want kids to be hungry. It doesn’t feel good to be hungry and people can die 

from not eating.’  I couldn’t agree more.  Wanting children to have an opportunity to thrive, to excel, to 

know they can do better in life, is my motivation.  As elementary as it sounds, all of that can begin with a 

hot meal, hope, and the knowledge that someone does care.”  

 

Replication: Andrew definitely wants to do a project to focus on childhood hunger again, but he is not 

sure that this specific project is the way to do it. He will have to reflect upon this years project and 

update it from there.  

 

Grantee Quotes:  

“There is always someone worse off than you, it takes so little to help someone else.” -- Andrew's mom, 

LaKeisha 

 

Photos/Videos: 
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Anil Jani, age 18 

DJ Center for Youth, Inc 

Indianapolis, Indiana 

 

Project Title:  Hoops for Hunger 

Project Summary:  

On April 26th, Anil and his group held a basketball scrimmage for local students and his community called 

“Hoops for Hunger”. During the basketball tournament, which comprised of local students, Anil and his 

other volunteers announced statistics about childhood hunger during timeouts and in between games. 

To gain entry into the event, Anil charged $1 or canned goods to be donated to a local food pantry. They 

had two dance teams come to perform, as well as a DJ and host to get people excited.  

 

Impact on Childhood Hunger:  

- Amount of money raised (if applicable): $34 
- Number of meals (or meal equivalents) provided: 280 

 

Number of Youth Volunteers: 83 

 

Best Practices: Make sure to plan early and be organized! 

 

Challenges: Getting people involved early was hard. Recruiting teams to participate was also hard since 

not everyone likes to play basketball. Since it was on a Saturday, people had other places to be and the 

turnout was lower than expected.  

 

What results are you proudest of?  What impact was most powerful to you? 

"The best part was the 280 cans donated and $34 that we are donating." 

 

Why is the issue of childhood hunger especially important to YOU? 

“Inspiration came from listening to my friends talk about their families and, as the oldest sibling, having 

to sacrifice and make sure their younger brothers and sisters were fed so that meant them not eating 

themselves. I felt sorry for my friends, but at the same time I was proud to call them my friends because 

of their selfless act to take care of their younger siblings. However I have always been told that good 

nutrition is important to the growth and development of children, and if my friends aren't getting the 

nutritional value they should that must mean that they are at a disadvantage in everything they do, 

especially when at school. I have been fortunate enough to not have to go through what they have been 

through, but I wanted to do something in honor of them and to help others in their situation.” 

 

Replication: Anil hopes to do something similar in the future.  

 

Grantee Quotes:  

For other kids looking to get involved: "Just get with an adult that is a community leader already, see if 

they can guide you in a certain way to get other youth involved."  
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About the event: "A lot of kids, I found, that when they play they get competetive, but more kids were 

having fun than the adults because it was for a cause.” 

 

Photos/Videos: 

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.671821622853883.1073741834.163334360369281&type

=3 

 

    
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.671821622853883.1073741834.163334360369281&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.671821622853883.1073741834.163334360369281&type=3
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Karla Madden, age 15 

Shiloh FFA 

Hume, Illinois 

 

Project Title:  Kids Against Hunger 

Project Summary: It all started when the Shiloh FFA attended National FFA Convention back in 

November. The attending members got to participate in a community service project called “Kids 

Against Hunger.” At Kids Against Hunger, the attending FFA members filled bags with rice and dried 

vegetables. The thousands of bags made that day were sent to families in Haiti and even families across 

America. This project ignited the Shiloh FFA to make a change in their community. FFA has worked hard 

to gather all of the information, raise money, and set up a Kids Against Hunger of our own! On April 16th, 

Shiloh FFA hosted Kids Against Hunger at Shiloh High School. Throughout the day, FFA members helped 

to guide students from their elementary, junior high, and high school to make a difference through 

packing meals. All of the packaged meals made that day stayed in their community; some meals were 

sent home with the kids at Shiloh that needed the extra support and others were delivered to the food 

pantries in Edgar and Douglas County. On the afternoon of April 16th, FFA invited members of the 

community to lend a hand and make an impact.  FFA’s goal was to package enough meals to make sure 

that this summer is hunger-free for Shiloh students in need. 

 

Impact on Childhood Hunger:  

- Amount of money raised (if applicable): $2,500 
- Number of meals (or meal equivalents) provided: 45,842 

 

Number of Youth Volunteers: 125 

 

Best Practices: Stay really organized and make sure that you have enough supplies! 

 

Challenges: Nothing- "Everything went smoothly!" 

 

What results are you proudest of?  What impact was most powerful to you? 

"I'm proud of being able to package that many meals, and that all of those meals are staying in our 

community." 

 

Why is the issue of childhood hunger especially important to YOU? 

“Listening to the students during lunch [say] this is the only meal that they will have until they come 

back the next day for breakfast. It is not fair to the children of our community to have to worry about 

where the next meal will come from. It not only affects their daily lives but also hurts them 

academically.” 

 

Replication: Yes, Karla wants to make it an annual event. She is a sophomore in high school so she plans 

to continue it through the end of high school.  
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Grantee Quotes:  

To other young people: "I would tell them to just go for it- it is great to help out!" 

 

Photos/Videos: 
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Max Slosburg, age 16 

Westside Kids Against Hunger 

Omaha, Nebraska 

 

Project Title:  Million Meal March 

Project Summary: Max hosted Westside Kids Against Hunger, a packing event at his school to pack 2,400 

nutritious, life-saving meals to donate to a local food bank. Through his partnership with the national 

organization, Kids Against Hunger, Max’s group was able to get all of the necessary supplies for the 

event at the extremely low cost of 25 cents per meal. Over 50 Westside students came together to make 

this event possible. The amazing thing about this event is that it did not end after they packed the 2,400 

meals. All of the volunteers at the event went on to be table supervisors at the Million Meal March on 

April 4th and 5th. There, they taught over 2,700 volunteers how to pack food and led them in packing 

over 1.6 million meals. These meals were distributed not only to local food banks, but also to 

orphanages in Sierra Leone and Haiti. Max’s event provided food for starving children around the corner 

and around the globe. 

 

Impact on Childhood Hunger:  

- Amount of money raised (if applicable): $1,650 
- Number of meals (or meal equivalents) provided: 2,400 

 

Number of Youth Volunteers: 30 

 

Best Practices: Look for great things that are already happening in your community -- you can be a part 

of them. If you are involved with an organization, make it a club at your school to get other youth 

involved and to create a large project on behalf of an organization. Work directly with the organization 

so that they can answer any questions you may have. 

 

Challenges: “No big challenges. The biggest challenge is always funding, but thanks to Sodexo 

Foundation, we didn't have to worry too much about that.” 

 

What results are you proudest of?  What impact was most powerful to you? 
"Just the sheer amount of food we were able to pack in such a short amount of time. It was amazing." 

 

Why is the issue of childhood hunger especially important to YOU? 

“Last year after the first Westside Kids Against Hunger packing event, I went to a food bank called the 

Heart Ministry Center to donate the food. The person in charge of the food bank gave me a tour of the 

facility and paid specific attention to the room where all the food was stored. I saw shelves upon shelves 

filled with food. I asked how long all of this food would last, and the man responded, "It will all be gone 

next week." I could not believe there was such an immense need for food in my own community. I was 

shocked to learn that people in my neighborhood or in my school could be hungry, and I hadn't the 

slightest idea. Since then I have done all I can to make sure that people in my community can get the 
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food they desperately need. Westside Kids Against Hunger has hosted many events to pack food for the 

hungry, and we do not plan on slowing down any time soon.” 

 

Replication: Max and his Kids Against Hunger team plan to do this event next year, but on a larger scale. 

They hope to double the number of youth involved from his high school.  

 

Grantee Quotes:  

"Once you find an issue that you're passionate about, it is easier to direct your time to helping that 

issue."  

"Find that one thing that you want to do and help, and just do it." 

 

Photos/Videos: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RhiMCfEyK9I https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DDMNoTGddEE 

 

        

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RhiMCfEyK9I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DDMNoTGddEE
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Alexis Green, age 12 

FBLA Windsor Central School 

Windsor, New York 

 

Project Title:  Knight Pack Program 

Project Summary: Alexis’s Knight Pack Walk and Food Drive was held on Saturday April 12th at the 

Windsor High School Track. Sixty walkers signed up to walk; Alexis advertised the event in local 

newspapers, on her school's websites. She also sent invitations to the town mayor, the county legislator, 

school officials, and Sodexo employees. The food drive was open to the public and both events were 

also advertised on the Knight Pack Program Facebook page. Alexis and her volunteers got prizes 

donated, and gave a raffle ticket to each person that brought food donations. Throughout the walk, 

Alexis drew tickets for participants to win prizes. Community Hunger Outreach Warehouse (CHOW) took 

notice of her project and delivered twenty-four boxes of canned foods to her school after the walk to be 

stored in Alexis’s mom's classroom for use as they continuned to make their weekly packs.  

 

Impact on Childhood Hunger:  

- Amount of money raised: $420 
- Number of meals (or meal equivalents) provided: 850 

 

Number of Youth Volunteers: 40 

 

Summary of Sodexo Employee Involvement: Sodexo Employee, Laurie Benson, who works at 

Binghampton University, came to the event and made a donation. 

 

Best Practices: Keep getting the word out to people -- via newspapers, emails, social media -- because it 

really works. Reach out to specific student groups and take their pictures to post on social media -- they 

like that attention and they will share it. Advice to other young people who want to get involved: 

research where the biggest need is and keep getting help from other students, groups of young people, 

adults and family members -- all of them have something to add. 

 

Challenges: Alexis didn't come across too many challenges. The timing of the project coincided with 

spring break, so a lot of students were away. There was also a lot of paperwork involved with booking 

the school to use their grounds so Alexis suggests getting someone from the school involved (she was 

lucky that her mom is a teacher!) to help with that process. 

 

What results are you proudest of?  What impact was most powerful to you? 
Being able to help other kids in need and being able to get other kids involved in the project, Alexis 

brought about a lot of awarness to her project and to childhood hunger, so now more people will 

hopefully get involved and help. 
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Why is the issue of childhood hunger especially important to YOU? 

“After being involved in Student Council and Odyssey of the Mind for several years and having a mom 

that has been a teacher for 23 years, I have seen how just one or a few people can make a huge 

difference in issues facing children today. I have met children from all over the world through Odyssey 

and I have seen first-hand students that need assistance so as not to go hungry. I go to school with these 

kids every day and I can't just sit back and think that someone else will take care of it and help them.  I 

am not going to just think about it and read about it, I am going to do something about it!” 

 

Replication: Alexis hopes to make this an annual event- people in her community asked her if she could 

as well! She would tell other people that “just because you're young, doesn't mean that you don't have 

good ideas.” 

 

Grantee Quotes:  

 “The more you pursue it, all of a sudden, you've got a lot more people asking questions.” 

“If you hit a rough patch, just keep going, never give up.” 

 

Photos/Videos: 
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William Winslow, age 8 

Interfaith Food Shuttle 

Raleigh, North Carolina 

 

Project Title:  William’s Weekend for Backpack Buddies 

Project Summary: William’s food drive, called William’s Weekend for Backpack Buddies, took place at 

four grocery stores (three Harris Teeter stores and one Food Lion). About 40 people signed up to 

volunteer on Saturday and  Sunday. Prior to the event, William had already received donations of 

approximately $400; additionally, one local restaurant decided to help by giving away free cheese dip 

during the week of his project to people that donated food. He created a website as a single point to 

collect the information: www.thefooddrivekid.com. The website has  links to a Facebook event, 

sponsors, and the signup form that he created for volunteers. William and his family coordinated with 

the Interfaith Food Shuttle,  which operates the Backpack Buddies program, for collection bins and 

promotional help. They contacted their local TV station and William was interviewed to be featured on 

the evening news on the Friday night prior to the food drive. He was also able to get a cargo van 

donated from Penske to help collect the food during the drive. Volunteers helped to hand out food lists 

outside of the stores and asked people to buy things off the list and donate food on their way out. 

 

Impact on Childhood Hunger:  

- Amount of money raised (if applicable): $3,000 
- Number of meals (or meal equivalents) provided: 2,783 

 

Number of Youth Volunteers: 25 

 

Best Practices:  Standing outside of a place where people are going to buy food anyway was helpful. 

Having a website for one central place to get information about the project, the location, how to donate 

etc. was also key. Youth representing the fight against childhood hunger is inspiring. 

 

Challenges: Persuading people to volunteer -- there were a lot of last minute sign ups to volunteer. 

 

What results are you proudest of?  What impact was most powerful to you? 

Improving from last year, being able to feed 16 kids for a year. 

 

Why is the issue of childhood hunger especially important to YOU? 

“I know how hard it can be to learn when you get enough to eat, and cannot imagine how hard it must 

be when you are hungry. I was inspired when I heard that there were kids who could be sitting right next 

to me and could be hungry. I realized I had a choice to help or not to and I chose to help.” 

 

Replication: Yes, William wants to keep improving his project for years to come.   

 

 

http://www.thefooddrivekid.com/
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Grantee Quotes:  

"Kids encourage people about the issue and to donate more." 

"People who had the least gave the most." 

 

Other notes: 

“It was discouraging that the people with the least amount of money were giving the most- about 1/5 of 

donations came from the more affluent grocery store, while the rest of it came from college students or 

low-income families.”  

 

Photos/Videos: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UdW6nGVdgpk   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mo1e1Bh1T

Cs  http://www.wral.com/wral-tv/video/13562080/ http://emotionalmojo.com/william-winslow-

helping-feed-hungry-children/    

        
 

 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UdW6nGVdgpk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mo1e1Bh1TCs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mo1e1Bh1TCs
http://www.wral.com/wral-tv/video/13562080/
http://emotionalmojo.com/william-winslow-helping-feed-hungry-children/
http://emotionalmojo.com/william-winslow-helping-feed-hungry-children/
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Evdokeya Burkoff, age 16 

Culture Club, Molalla High School 

Molalla, Oregon 

 

Project Title:  Culture Club Organic Sustainable Teaching School Garden 

Project Summary: The Molalla High School Culture 4-H-Club, called Culture Club, is a diverse group of 75 

students from many backgrounds including Russians, Hispanics, Asians, African Americans, Native 

Americans, and persons of mixed ancestry. By coming together to create a school teaching garden, this 

diverse group of students learned healthy lifestyle habits and skills that they can apply in their own 

homes and families later in life. The students learned to plant, harvest and eat natural raw food that 

they grow themselves. The Culture Club created a school garden micro-enterprise business plan. Old 

coffee and food carts were re-purposed to create a “Healthy Garden Cart.” The cart will be used to sell 

low-cost, fresh picked student-grown vegetables and fruit after school to promote healthy snacking 

habits before students attend various sports practices, games, and other after school activities. All other 

produce will be donated to Sodexo to be served on the salad bar during lunch. Food grown in the garden 

will be highlighted with special signs recognizing it as fresh, student-grown produce.  

 

The Molalla Sodexo Food Service Director attended the Culture Club meetings, and fully supports 

serving what the club grows in their breakfasts and lunches. Throughout the summer, extra produce will 

be donated to the Migrant Summer School Program at Molalla Elementary School, where Sodexo also 

serves free breakfast and lunch, and to the local food bank to help hungry families in the community.   

The school garden will teach Culture Club students valuable small business and public relations skills 

while they work to fight childhood hunger and obesity. The students in the club are currently working to 

encourage every teacher in the school to use the garden as a component of their curriculum, so all 

students and staff have the opportunity to learn more about growing healthy food. Molalla High School 

has a beautiful enclosed courtyard with a 360 degree view from all windows, so the garden will be very 

visible. The Culture Club planned a ground breaking ceremony in March of 2014, and the student’s are 

very excited to promote healthy eating at school. 

 

In April, Evdokeya and her teacher Kelley kicked off their ‘processed food and sugar detox and hunger 

awareness campaign.’ They worked with the rest of the Culture Club at their high school to hang up 

posters, create a bulletin board with facts and share an informational video via the school’s TVs. They 

also hosted a week-long competition in which students received points for making healthy choices.  

 

Impact on Childhood Hunger:  

- Number of people educated about healthy eating (on a budget): 78 
 

Number of Youth Volunteers: 78 

 

Summary of Sodexo Employee Involvement: The Sodexo employees that work in their lunch room 

stopped by and took pictures with the volunteers. They also listened to the TV informercials and saw the 

posters. 
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Best Practices: Some best practices: Making sure the artwork/posters are visually appealing (especially 

for other students) because it shows that you care about the issue and grabspeople's attention; putting 

information about the project on the lunch tables helped to create awareness; going table to table at 

lunch to distribute information and use pictures of fellow students was helpful because outreach 

became more personal. 

 

Challenges: One challenge was getting other students to approach their booth. Receiving the grant 

earlier would have been helpful, so they could have ordered their supplies earlier. Finally, it is hard to 

get students to stop eating junk food because it is all around them. 

 

What results are you proudest of?  What impact was most powerful to you? 

The amount of people that they got to participate was higher than expected. 

 

Why is the issue of childhood hunger especially important to YOU? 

“I noticed there is an absence of proper nutrition in the schools in our district. We are eating what is 

provided which is not raw, fresh produce, it seems fried or processed.  I am the President of Culture Club 

and also a Russian Orthodox Old Believer. Our Russian Culture is used to planting, harvesting and 

canning or drying our own food. We butcher our own animals and cook EVERYTHING from home, not by 

opening up a metal can from the store. I starting thinking our club could make a difference on campus 

by creating a garden in the open courtyard.  Gardening and cooking is what we are about; I  know we 

can teach others.  We have over 80 members in our club.  If all of us come together and start sharing 

healthy eating habits, our community will be stronger for it and we can lead by example.” 

 

Replication: They want to do it again next year. They hope to get the word out sooner.  

 

Grantee Quotes:  

"It was an extremely amazing experience." 

 

Photos/Videos: 
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Michael Rodriguez, age 17 

Lawrence County Social Services, Inc. 

New Castle, Pennsylvania 

 

Project Title:  The Top Chef 

Project Summary:  The people of Lawrence County have always been very supportive of the efforts that 

the athletic teams have put forth; Michael wanted to return the favor and support the community in 

which he lives.  Michael and his football team organized a fundraiser called “The Top Chef”, which was 

conducted by the Neshannock Township High School football and baseball teams on April 12th. The two 

athletic teams participated in a cook-off competition to  prepare a low-cost, healthy meal. The teams 

also educated event spectators by passing out informational brochures on childhood hunger. Michael 

donated the event proceeds to the Summer Food Program in New Castle, PA. 

 

Impact on Childhood Hunger:  

- Amount of money raised (if applicable): $18,000 
- Number of meals (or meal equivalents) provided: 324 

 

Number of Youth Volunteers: 55 

 

Summary of Sodexo Employee Involvement: Prior to the competition, the Westminster College branch 

of Sodexo educated both teams about healthy eating on a budget, so they could accurately educate 

others during the competition. Five Sodexo employees came to the event. 

 

Best Practices: Genuinely care about your community, and find people who have the same interests and 

ideas-- that will carry your idea through. 

 

Challenges: No challenges-- everything went according to plan. 

 

What results are you proudest of?  What impact was most powerful to you? 

"The most memorable thing was actually coming together as a community. Normally the two different 

sports teams don't do anything together, but the fact that we came together to do something for our 

greater community, making a connection with them was the best part." 

 

Why is the issue of childhood hunger especially important to YOU? 

“Two summers ago, my mom's agency needed volunteers to help run their Summer Food Program.  She 

asked my younger brother and me to go and help.  I was reluctant at first because it was something I 

had never done before.  I was also a bit embarrassed.  Once I got there, I realized there was no reason to 

be embarrassed.   I remember seeing this little girl there whose mother was not much older than me.  

After spending time with them, I recognized that the kids there were able to eat a healthy meal that 

they would not have had otherwise.  I began to get excited about the fact that I was helping other kids 

get something healthy to eat.  I was actually helping someone else!  That made me feel productive.  I am 

also grateful that there are programs like the Summer Food Program to not only feed children, but give 
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them fun activities to do during the summer months.  That experience inspired me to apply for this 

grant.” 

 

Replication: Michael would like to hold this event in the future, depending on his schedule. He is going 

to college in the fall, so he hopes to do something similar next summer or have his younger brother take 

over and he can assist him.  

 

Grantee Quotes:  

To other young people: "Get out and go to your local community action program, find out what you can 

do to help your community and help in any way you can." 

 

Photos/Videos: 
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Katie Stagliano, age 15 

Katie's Krops 

Summerville, South Carolina 

 

Project Title:  Habitat for Humanity Garden- A Sustainable Solution to Hunger 

Project Summary: On Monday, April 14th, Katie and her team of volunteers built a vegetable garden for 

families in a Habitat for Humanity Community in Summerville, South Carolina. Katie joined together with 

Habitat for Humanity homeowners to build, fill, and plant numerous raised-bed planters that will 

provide a healthy and sustainable source of food.  

 

Katie noticed that grocery prices had risen sharply over a brief period of time. Concerned that fresh 

produce was becoming unaffordable for many families, she decided to plant seedlings that would 

produce the largest volume of food, including tomatoes, peppers, watermelon, and herbs. She also 

provided the families with an educational packet containing key information on how to care for their 

garden. Katie and her volunteers plan to check in on the gardens regularly and answer families’ 

questions.  

 

Impact on Childhood Hunger:  

- Amount of money raised: $88 
- Number of meals (or meal equivalents) provided: 100 
  

Number of Youth Volunteers: 12 

 

Best Practices: Remember that no matter how overwhelming a project is, you can do it! Also, look for 

help from professionals in that field (she had help from the Master Gardener Program). 

 

Challenges: The date and time of the event was difficult since the families were balancing their jobs and 

their kids in school, etc. 

 

What results are you proudest of?  What impact was most powerful to you? 

"I think my favorite part of the project was working with the other kids because they got very excited 

and into the gardening. They were so proud of the garden. It’s so great for them to learn about 

gardening because it will stick with them for the rest of their lives to provide for their families." 

 

Why is the issue of childhood hunger especially important to YOU? 

“For the past five plus years I have been a witness to hunger in my community. I have seen how many 

families struggle with hunger, but I have also realized that as a youth, I can be part of  the solution. How 

do I know this? In the 3rd grade I was blessed to grow a 40 pound cabbage that fed 275 people. I 

realized in the 3rd grade that -- as a kid -- I had the ability to help end hunger, one vegetable garden at a 

time. I have dedicated the past five plus years to this cause. The people I help to feed are my friends, 

and in my heart, my family. They are my inspiration. No child should go hungry, and while I have the 

ability to feed them, I will.” 
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Replication: Yes, she wants to do this again and work with Habitat. They were a great partner.  

 

Grantee Quotes:  

"I would tell other kids to find a cause they're passionate about. Start small and grow with your project. 

Even if you think 'Oh, I'm just donating a few cans to a food pantry’  you don't know how many people 

you'll be positively impacting. Don't think about the negatives; think about the amount you're helping." 

 

Photos/Videos: 
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Ian McKenna, age 9 

Oak Hill Elementary 

Austin, Texas 

 

Project Title:  The Giving Garden 

Project Summary: On April 5th Home Depot volunteers, parents, and gardening club students came out 

to help Ian frame his garden, build garden beds, and plant fruit trees, herbs, vegetables, and 

strawberries.  Gardening club members hung bird houses that they made; teachers created a scavenger 

hunt for the students to find all the new bird houses.     

 

On April 12th, Ian organized an event to celebrate the volunteers’ hard work; he invited students, 

families, local businesses and churches to attend. The celebration was an open house;  people came to 

tour the school grounds and learn about the project that all the students had been working on this year.  

Ian talked to people about the garden and the issue of childhood hunger.  Chick-Fil-A donated lemonade 

and iced tea, and Ian provided other snacks for the volunteers.  A few weeks later, Ian showed a video of 

the progression of the garden at a kick-off food drive for Capital Area Food Bank. 

  

 

Impact on Childhood Hunger:  

- Amount of money raised: $950 
- Number of meals (or meal equivalents) provided: 75 

 

Number of Youth Volunteers: 80 

 

Best Practices: Working with the PTA was extremely helpful. Also the local Home Depot and Chick-Fil-A 

were helpful to get the word out and they were great partners to work with. 

 

Challenges: Not that many challenges, but the biggest was that the event was on a Saturday and many 

kids have sports that they play so they weren't able to come to the garden. 

 

What results are you proudest of?  What impact was most powerful to you? 

How successful the project was/is. 

 

Why is the issue of childhood hunger especially important to YOU? 

“I remember last Christmas when we helped the families with our holiday project… my sister's friend 

cried and told us that she didn't have food at home and that Santa never came to their house because 

he didn't like her family because they were poor. I was sad that people we knew didn't have holidays 

because they were poor, but sadder because people we knew were hungry. My mom called a local radio 

station and got them to donate a bike for the girl. Some parents made Christmas dinner and we brought 

it to them. They were so happy and I was happy to help make a difference. My mom raises me and my 



20 
 

sister by herself and my dad doesn't help us out. My family doesn't have a lot of money, but we found a 

way to be a part of helping another family. Even though we don't have a lot, my mom makes sure we 

have lots of healthy food to eat. We even have a garden to grow our own vegetables. I think she's shown 

me that I can use what I've learned from her to help other friends so they have healthy food to eat too.” 

 

Replication: Yes, Ian hopes to do it again.  

 

Photos/Videos: 

      
 

 
 


