
 
 
 
 

 

What’s Changed? Lots. 
Major Changes to the NYS Common Core Aligned Assessments 

  
Teachers Guide Test Changes 
Educator input in test design has 
increased to ensure the 
assessments more closely 
measure what is taught in 

classrooms. Last fall, NY educators reviewed 
and selected questions for the 2016 tests, and 
are now writing the test questions for the first 
time, which will be field tested in Spring 2017 
and incorporated in 2018.  
 
Shorter Tests 
ELA tests this year will include 7 fewer questions 
across all grades, with several long response 
answers among those removed, and one less 
passage for 3rd and 4th graders. For math, 
students in all grades will answer 2 fewer 
questions in 2016 than 2015. 
 

Computerized Adaptive Testing 
SED is convening a council to help 
advance the implementation of 
computerized adaptive testing. 
These tests meet students where 
they are, adjusting difficulty 

based on past responses and allowing for a 
much quicker turnaround time.  
 
Assessments Are Solely Diagnostic 
State assessments will function 
exclusively as a diagnostic tool to 
gauge and foster student 
achievement for the next 4 years. 
Results will not make up any factor in decisions 
on student promotion or graduation until 2022.  
 

Switch from Pearson to Questar 
In July 2015, NYSED switched 
testing providers, drawing up a 
new contract to strengthen the 
quality of assessments. 

State Tests Won’t Count in 
Teacher Evaluations 
The Board of Regents passed a 4-
year moratorium on the use of 
student test scores for teacher 
and principal evaluations to give 

teachers time to adjust to the new tests.  
 
Less Test Time, Stress and Prep 
State tests are limited to under 1% 
of all school time, and students 
won’t be subject to time limits on 
tests in 2016 as part of an effort to 
reduce the stress of test taking. Test prep time is 
also limited to under 2% of all school time. 
 

Periodic Review of Standards 
In November 2015, SED solicited 
feedback on over 1,500 individual 
Common Core standards. 10,532 
people left feedback, 71% of which 
was positive towards the standards. 

Commissioner Elia also recommended SED 
commit to reviewing the standards every 5 
years, including “a robust public engagement 
strategy.” 
 
Release of Test Questions 
SED demonstrated its commitment to 
transparency by publicly releasing 50% of state 
assessment questions in 2014 and 2015, up from 
25% in 2013. Further, SED 
is planning to release 60% 
of question in 2016 with 
the goal of releasing all 
test questions in the 
future.  


