
 
The Harvey Milk LGBTQ Democratic Club 

Candidate Questionnaire for November 2019 
 
 
Dear Candidate, 
 
Congratulations on declaring your candidacy. The Harvey Milk LGBTQ Democratic Club 
invites you to get to know us a little better as we plan our endorsements for the November 
2019 election cycle. Your participation in our Club’s questionnaire will allow our Membership 
to better understand who you are, what you stand for, and what you plan to accomplish if 
you are elected to office. 
 
There are two parts to our questionnaire. Part 1 is a series of short-answer questions, with a 
150-word limit on answers. Part 2 is a series of Yes/No questions covering a broad set of 
issues. 
 
Email your answers to Political Action Committee (PAC) Chair Gabriela Alemán at 
pac@milkclub.org and to our Correspondent Lee Hepner at correspondent@milkclub.org.  
 
 
Good Luck, 
 
The Harvey Milk LGBTQ  Democratic Club 
 
 

Required Information 
 
 
Full Name: Ivy Lee 

 
Office Sought: SF Community College Board of Trustees 
 
Mailing Address: 821 Irving Street, #225301, SF, CA 94122 
 
Phone: 872.307.2398 
 
Email: info@voteivylee.com 
 
Website: www.voteivylee.com 
 
Are you a Member of the Harvey Milk LGBTQ Club?: Yes 
 
If so, since when?: 2015 
 
Do you identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and/or queer (LGBTQ)?:  No  
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Part 1: Questions for All Candidates 

 
Please answer each question in 150 words or less. 

 
1. Please describe your qualifications for the position you seek. Feel free to add 
anything that you would like our Members to know about you and your candidacy. 
 
I am currently a trustee since being appointed in July 2018. I believe that my work as a 
trustee, my experience as an attorney, with a practice that has always been rooted in direct 
service, and as a policy staffer in two different supervisorial offices, has helped me develop 
the skills necessary to critically analyze and develop policies that work in reality and not 
simply in theory, come up with solutions that help to bridge and address differences, and to 
be unafraid of advocating on behalf of those whose voices are not heard. 
 
2. Do you have any key endorsements that you would like to share? Why are these 
endorsements meaningful to you? 
 
I am humbled by the endorsements that I’ve received and consider them all to be support 
that is meaningful and should be honored. I do want to highlight the endorsement of all of 
my fellow trustees because they have been the people who have worked with me directly 
and been in a position to see my work in action. It is meaningful to me that they have each 
endorsed me, despite our differences in opinion at times, and let me know that they want 
to continue to work with me. The endorsements of both my former boss, Jane Kim, and 
Mayor Breed, are also endorsements that I want to note because they too have been in a 
position to observe my work and values in action - to be able to serve as a bridge between 
the two of them, both women of color who have fought to define their own stories and 
paths, is something I take very seriously. 
 
3. What do you see as the most important short-term and long-term solutions to the 
homeless crisis in San Francisco? What can you do in the office you are running for 
to help end homelessness? 
 
Re-envisioning the shelter system to better reflect the current demographics and needs of 
the individuals who are now in need of this resource since our existing adult shelter system 
is one that was created to address a temporary condition driven mostly by a short-term 
economic crisis for able-bodied adults, increasing services and support to prevent 
homelessness in the first instance, regional and statewide collaboration on solutions, and 
creating opportunities for true living wage jobs that would afford individuals a path to 
stable, long-term housing options. As a trustee, I can develop and drive policies at the 
college that create opportunities for students to upskill, transfer, graduate and secure solid, 
good-paying jobs and careers and ensure that future development includes affordable 
housing. 
 
4. What are your plans to address housing affordability and economic inequality in 
San Francisco? What work have you done on this issue in the past?  
 
My entire career as a public interest attorney, my work as a legislative aide, and now as a 
trustee as well, has been about addressing inequity and protecting and advancing the rights 
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of the most marginalized. As an attorney, I built and led a project to provide comprehensive 
legal and social services to survivors of human trafficking and domestic violence, including 
wage theft and domestic servitude; statewide redistricting to fight for fair political 
representation for low income communities of color; impact litigation on issues such as 
voting rights, abusive practices by federal immigration authorities such as wrongful 
deportation, and inequitable educational resource distribution by the state of California; 
and more. As a legislative aide, I have been fortunate to have been able to work with and 
for two supervisors who both have track records of advocating for affordable housing and 
addressing economic inequality in myriad ways.  
 
5. Describe your work addressing racial injustice and inequity in San Francisco.  
 
Most recently over the past 6 years:  
--Fair Chance Act - removing unnecessary barriers to stable housing and employment 
opportunities for persons re-entering society after serving time in the criminal justice 
system 
--Minimum wage ordinance - the most progressive measure nationally with no tip credit 
--Job Security for restaurant and hotel workers - ensuring that workers have the right to 
retain their jobs when ownership or operational power changes hands 
--Free City College - making higher education free again for all San Franciscans + making 
sure that this includes additional financial aid for students with unmet financial needs 
--Universal childcare - including wage increases for early educators as a non-negotiable in 
the measure 
 
6. How have you supported economically-underresourced LGBTQ San Franciscans, 
and how will you continue to do so if elected? 
 
I believe that the vast majority of my work has been supportive of 
economically-underresourced LGBTQ individuals overall, including San Franciscans, and 
that will not change if I am elected -- from representing asylum seekers who were fleeing 
LGBTQ persecution in their home countries to advocating for city budget addbacks to 
support housing subsidies and services for LGBTQ tenants to supporting year-round staffing 
for the LGBTQ student resource center at the college.  
 
7. What are your thoughts on the role of law enforcement and corporations in the 
annual Pride parade? 
 
I support the LGBTQ community in their decisions to include or exclude these entities in the 
annual Pride parade. As an ally, I think that the community should make this choice. My 
personal preference is to not have them involved in this event but I support the LGBTQ 
community’s self-determination in this regard. 
 
8. Do you support lowering the voting age to 16 for local elections? Why or why not? 
 
Yes. With 3 children under the age of 16 in my family (and as a policy nerd), I have done 
some research into the pros and cons of this issue and discussed this with my own kids. The 
bottomline for me is that the existing theory and research in developmental psychology 
reveals that youth have the capacity to be “politically mature” voters and that there are 
important developmental and social benefits to opening up the vote to 16 year olds. On an 
equity basis, 16 year olds work and pay taxes, they can be tried as adults in the criminal 
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justice system, can be legally emancipated from their parents, can drive, and more - I see no 
compelling reason that they should not be allowed to vote. 
 
9. Who are you supporting in the District 5 Supervisorial race?  
 
Vallie Brown 
 
10. Who are you supporting in the District Attorney's race?  
 
Suzy Loftus and Nancy Tung  
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Only School Board and Community College Board Candidates 

Please answer each question in 150 words or less. 

 
1. What is your plan to address the bullying of LGBTQ students, as well as students 
of traditionally marginalized communities?  
 
City College of San Francisco has a clear code of conduct - as the policy-making body of the college, 

the Board has been clear that we have a zero tolerance policy for bullying and it is grounds for, at 

the most extreme, expulsion from the college or termination (if the perpetrator is employed at the 

college in any capacity).  

 
2. How will you address the needs of homeless students? 
 
-- Supporting the development of student housing 

-- Continuing and expanding food banks and basic needs support for unhoused students 

-- Developing a plan for allowing safe parking overnight on college property 

-- Ensuring that additional financial aid, on top of free tuition, is made available for students to use 

for any need that they may have, such as food, travel, housing, childcare, school supplies, etc. 

-- Supporting services and resource investment for unhoused students to connect them with 

information, referrals, and support to secure stable housing through the City’s existing network and 

coordinated entry points  

 
3. What are your plans to protect undocumented students and their families while on 
SFUSD and/or CCSF properties? 
 
We are a sanctuary campus, period. No information is ever shared or provided about any student’s 

immigration status to immigration authorities.  

 

I am interested in reforming the City’s SF ID program to make it easier for undocumented individuals 

to obtain ID documents, for example by issuing free SF ID’s that are officially issued to every 

resident. By expanding the universe of individuals who have and use SF ID’s, we would make it 

virtually impossible for immigration authorities to successfully locate or identify undocumented 

persons in SF based on official records.  

 
4. How will you address the needs of students whom have recently arrived from 
Central America?  
 
Mission campus has long played a major role in supporting Central American asylees, refugees, and 

immigrants and I strongly support their continued role in this. The college can and should provide 

robust ESL course offerings citywide, but specifically at Mission, as well as information, referrals, and 

support for students who are in need of case management, legal representation for immigration 

needs, public benefits, and more. Our commitment to being a Sanctuary campus should be 
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amplified throughout our campuses so that students know and understand that they can safely 

pursue their educational paths at the college and that we are a resource for them. 

 
5. What are the most important actions that you can take in your office to stabilize 
and support African American students? 
 
Continue to reform our educational pathways for students to graduate, transfer, and upskill within 

as short a period of time as possible. Diversify our faculty and administration so that students see 

themselves reflected in every facet of the college. Get students to apply for financial aid in addition 

to accessing Free City so that they are securing debt-free resources wherever possible and leaving 

no money on the table.   
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Only School Board Candidates 

Please answer each question in 150 words or less. 
 
1. Do you support charter schools in SFUSD? Why or why not?  
 
 
 
2. Do you support Common Core education standards? 
 
 
 
3. Do you support teacher training to implement alternatives to suspension in 
instances of disruption or “willful defiance”? 
 
 
 
4. Do you support the removal of the “Life of Washington” mural at George 
Washington High School? Why or why not? If yes, what forms of removal do you 
support? 
 
 
 

Only Community College Trustee Candidates 
Please answer each question in 150 words or less. 
 
1. Have you ever visited the Queer Resource Center on the main campus? What 
would you do to ensure that  it continues to deliver its critical services? 

Yes. Make staffing the center full-time and year-round. Protect and expand the investment of 

resources into the center.  
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Only Sheriff Candidates 

Please answer each question in 150 words or less. 
 
1. What programs do you support to assist inmates in acquiring life skills and 
education?  

 

2. Do you support cash bail? Why or why not?  

 

3. What would you do to ensure the safety of transgender inmates?  

 

4. What programs do you support or are willing to create to provide resources for 
LGBTQ inmates?  

 

 

Only Treasurer Candidates 
Please answer each question in 150 words or less. 
 
1. Describe what you would do to ensure the fiscal well-being of ordinary San 
Franciscans with regards to the City’s investments? 
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Part 2: Yes/No Questions 

Please check Yes or No for each question. 

 
GENERAL YES NO 
 

1.  Are you registered to vote as a Democrat? X  
 

2. Have you ever sought elected office before?  X 
 

3. Do you have a campaign consultant or other main point of contact? If so, 
who? _Jeffrey Chuong is my campaign manager (and a former City College 
graduate and current SF State student)__________ 

X  

 
4. Have you ever sought a Milk Club endorsement in the past?  X 
 
LGBTQ ISSUES 
 

5. Should the SFPD formally apologize for the abuses it committed against 
the LGBTQ community during the Compton's Cafeteria and White Night 
riots? 

X  

 
6. Do you support public funding for employment development for 
transgender job-seekers? 

X  

 
7. Do you support efforts to expand access to PrEP and the Getting to Zero 
initiative to end the HIV epidemic in San Francisco? 

X  

 
  

9 



 
TENANT, HOUSING, AND DEVELOPMENT ISSUES YES    NO 
  

8 Do you support the creation of an independent commission to oversee the 
Department of Homelessness and Supportive Services? 

X  

 
9. Do you support the split-role repeal of Proposition 13?  X  
 

10. Do you support the repeal of the Costa-Hawkins Rental Housing Act? X  
 

11. Do you support the repeal of the Ellis Act?  X  
 

12. Do you support increasing funding for enforcement capacity for Short 
Term Rental platforms, e.g. AirBnB and VRBO?  

X  

 
13. Do you support the sweeps of homeless encampments by the 
Department of Public Works? 

 X 

 
14. Do you support a vacancy tax on empty commercial properties?  X 
 

15. Do you support a vacancy tax on empty residential properties?  X 
 

16.  Do you support State Senator Scott Wiener’s SB 50, a rezoning 
proposal to promote housing density? 

 X 

 
17. Would you support a licensing system for landlords in San Francisco?  X 
 

18. Do you support a public municipal bank in San Francisco? X  
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IMMIGRATION JUSTICE ISSUES YES    NO 
 

19. Should U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement be abolished?  X  
 

20. Do you support San Francisco’s Sanctuary City status? X  
 

21. Do you support due process protections for immigrant youth accused of 
crimes? 

X  

 
22. Do you support localities allowing noncitizens to vote in local elections, 
including, but not limited to, the SF School Board? 

 X 

 
23. Do you support increased funds for immigrant defense services? X  
 
 
SOCIAL JUSTICE, PUBLIC HEALTH, AND LABOR ISSUES 
 

24. Do you support the death penalty?  X 
 

25. Do you support the use of tasers by law enforcement?   X 
 

26. Do you support requiring an independent investigation of all police 
officer-related shootings? 

X  

 
27. Should the Department of Police Accountability have the power to 
investigate allegations of misconduct by members of the Sheriff’s 
Department? 

X  

 
28. Should a civilian oversight commission for the Sheriff’s Department be 
created, with the power to suspend or terminate members of the 
department? 

X  

 
29. Do you support the implementation of supervised injection/consumption 
sites? 

X  

 
30. Do you support the decriminalization of sex work? X  
 

31. Have you ever crossed a union picket line or ignored a union boycott?  X 
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YES    NO 
 

32. Do you support the right for public sector employees to go on strike?  X  
 

33. Do you support AB 5, making it harder for companies to label workers as 
independent contractors instead of employees? 

X  

 
34. Do you support the recent vote by the SF Board of Supervisors to close 
Juvenile Hall? 

X  

 
35. Do you support the rebuilding of the county jail at 850 Bryant?  X 
 
 
EDUCATION AND YOUTH 
 

36. Do you support expanding LGBTQ curriculum throughout San 
Francisco’s public schools? 

X  

 
37. Do you support the full, continuous funding of the Free City College 
program? 

X  

 
38. Do you think teachers' salaries should be increased to ensure a living 
wage in San Francisco? 

X  

 
39. Do you support the upcoming Affordable Homes for Educators and 
Families Now ballot measure? 

X  

 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL AND TRANSPORTATION ISSUES 
 

40. Do you support the recent bailout of Pacific, Gas, & Electric?  X 
 

41. Do you support the dissolution of Pacific, Gas, & Electric? X  
 

42. Do you support expanding the CleanPower SF program? X  
 

43. Should CEQA guidelines be reduced in order to increase development? X  
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YES    NO 

 
44. Do you ride San Francisco public transit on a regular basis?  X  
 

45. Do you support increased, free access to public transit for seniors,  
disabled persons, the economically disadvantaged, and the underserved? 

X  

 
46. Do you support a plan that would provide free transportation for all San 
Franciscans? 

X  

 
47. Do you support the ongoing switchbacks on the K, N, and T Muni lines?  X 
 

48. Should the mayor continue to appoint all commissioners to the San 
Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency? 

 X 

 
49. Do you support the local Transportation Network Company Tax on the 
November 2019 ballot? 

X  

 
POLITICAL TRANSPARENCY 
 

50. Do you support the Sunlight on Dark Money ballot measure on the 
November 2019 ballot? 

X  

 
51. Does your campaign accept corporate contributions from LLCs?  X 
 

52. Does your campaign accept contributions from individuals with a 
financial interest in land use matters valued at $5 million or more?  

X  

 
53. Do you support expanding SF’s public financing program? X  
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