
 
The Harvey Milk LGBTQ Democratic Club 

Candidate Questionnaire for November 2019 
 
 
Dear Candidate, 
 
Congratulations on declaring your candidacy. The Harvey Milk LGBTQ Democratic Club 
invites you to get to know us a little better as we plan our endorsements for the November 
2019 election cycle. Your participation in our Club’s questionnaire will allow our Membership 
to better understand who you are, what you stand for, and what you plan to accomplish if 
you are elected to office. 
 
There are two parts to our questionnaire. Part 1 is a series of short-answer questions, with a 
150-word limit on answers. Part 2 is a series of Yes/No questions covering a broad set of 
issues. 
 
Email your answers to Political Action Committee (PAC) Chair Gabriela Alemán at 
pac@milkclub.org and to our Correspondent Lee Hepner at correspondent@milkclub.org.  
 
 
Good Luck, 
 
The Harvey Milk LGBTQ Democratic Club 
 
 

Required Information 
 
 
Full Name: Robert Coleman 

 
Office Sought: Board of Education  
 
Mailing Address: 615 San Jose Ave Apt 2, SF 94110 
 
Phone: 415-271-0284 
 
Email: coleman.bob@gmail.com 
 
Website: www.studiosaraswati.com/bobby-coleman 
 
Are you a Member of the Harvey Milk LGBTQ Club?: prior 
 
If so, since when?: prior 
 
Do you identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and/or queer (LGBTQ)? Y  
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Part 1: Questions for All Candidates 

 
Please answer each question in 150 words or less. 

 
1. Please describe your qualifications for the position you seek. Feel free to add 
anything that you would like our Members to know about you and your candidacy. 
 
 
I'm running to advance and stabilize the crucial work of the SF School Board. I'm a 
graduate of public schools, consistently education-focused, degreed in multiple 
relevant fields, a Columbia literature grad, civil rights attorney, progressive public 
management Stanford MBA, book editor, and creative artist -- well-experienced, 
humanistic, ethical, inclusive, reasonable, creative -- and a stalwart activist with the 
SF Tenants Union and progressive SF campaigns for decades, including very active 
involvement with the Tenants Union electoral endorsements. In recent years I've done 
fill-in-the-gap creativity projects in the SF schools for free, and in public libraries and 
comminity centers, seeing the kind of results the current school board says it's 
struggling to achieve. Imagination, inspiration, and contextualized idealism-formation 
are key. 
 
2. Do you have any key endorsements that you would like to share? Why are these 
endorsements meaningful to you? 
 
Kim Shuck, Native-American activist and current SF Poet Laureate who helped 
remove the Early Times statue from the Civic Center, yet who trusts me to get the 
Washington mural issue resolved without its destruction, balancing racial justice with 
arts utilization.  
 
Eric Mar, former school board member and supervisor, who added me even though 
he'd already endorsed the incumbent. 
 
Ron Turner, iconic SF anti-censorship publisher at Last Gasp Press, parent of a 
family including current SFUSD students 
 
Rebecca Peters, SFUSD teacher and artist active in American Federation of Teachers 
 
Other endorsers report feeling highly inspired by a campaign that's only a few days 
long since filing on Aug. 9th. 
 
3. What do you see as the most important short-term and long-term solutions to the 
homeless crisis in San Francisco? What can you do in the office you are running for 
to help end homelessness? 
 
From my years at the SF Tenants Union (and with ShareBetterSF helping unravel the 
short-term rental regulations), we have always seen inadequate residential housing 
regulations and rent/eviction protections as a fixable major factor in homelessness. 
When homelessness hits any aspect of the SFUSD purview, or is even anticipated as 
proximate in its threat, it should properly trigger a full panoply of effective supportive 
services and result in actual resolution. I will continue my work with others advancing 
this crucial goal.  
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4. What are your plans to address housing affordability and economic inequality in 
San Francisco? What work have you done on this issue in the past?  
 
Housing and healthcare are most household's two biggest budget items. As an 
organizer with the SF Tenants Union and a progressive activist civil rights attorney, 
I've advocated for rent reforms, anti-displacement and anti-eviction advances, 
progressive planning solutions, and genuine healthcare reforms. I will continue the 
fight to reverse the growing economic and opportunity gap -- and to completely close 
it. 
 
5. Describe your work addressing racial injustice and inequity in San Francisco.  
 
In addition to the above-described work on housing and tenants rights with the SF 
Tenants Union, and involvement with progressive campaigns over the years 
forcefully countering racial injustice and inequity, and decades of focused work as a 
civil-rights attorney, I've taken new and inspiring projects into the SF schools to 
empower new generations of racial justice activists to advance our common cause. 
 
6. How have you supported economically-underresourced LGBTQ San Franciscans, 
and how will you continue to do so if elected? 
 
My political work in San Francisco and my work with the Tenants Union has been 
fully-partnered and integral to advancing our queer agenda. I will continue that 
progressive struggle until full parity is reached. 
 
7. What are your thoughts on the role of law enforcement and corporations in the 
annual Pride parade? 
 
Keep it pure but inclusive of all nonmanipulative relationships. No sellouts and no 
coddling accommodations, but use genuine linkages to assert the Pride agenda 
case-by-case, always with constant professionalism and transparency. 
 
8. Do you support lowering the voting age to 16 for local elections? Why or why not? 
 
Yes. Studies show clearly that maturity is sufficient for voting, plus it is important to 
educate experientially for a lifetime of civic engagement. 
 
 
9. Who are you supporting in the District 5 Supervisorial race?  
 
Dean Preston 
 
 
10. Who are you supporting in the District Attorney's race?  
 
Chesa Boudin  
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Only School Board and Community College Board Candidates 

Please answer each question in 150 words or less. 

 
1. What is your plan to address the bullying of LGBTQ students, as well as students 
of traditionally marginalized communities?  
 
Besides immediate proper interventions with zero tolerance for such harm, I am 
thoroughly dedicated to proactive innovative humanistic training programs in 
empathy and nonviolence, and there are great program options requiring 
better-funded implementations here in SF, which are demonstrably effective in 
slashing the need for interventions. 
 
 
2. How will you address the needs of homeless students? 
 
From my years at the SF Tenants Union (and with ShareBetterSF helping unravel the 
short-term rental regulations), we have always seen inadequate residential housing 
regulations and rent/eviction protections as a fixable major factor in homelessness. 
When homelessness hits any aspect of the SFUSD purview, or is even anticipated as 
proximate in its threat, it should properly trigger a full panoply of effective supportive 
services and result in actual resolution. I will continue my work with others advancing 
this crucial goal.  
 
 
3. What are your plans to protect undocumented students and their families while on 
SFUSD and/or CCSF properties? 
 
I support full protections and resistance to the current inhumane federal actions and 
will use my background as a civil rights attorney to protect all our students and 
families. 
 
 
4. How will you address the needs of students whom have recently arrived from 
Central America?  
 
Their special needs require focused assistance in every aspect of their lives, from 
ELL to health services for trauma and economic support for their families, and I will 
champion the expanded provision of those services in the spirit of my own Ladino 
Separdic (same as AOC's self-stated heritage) family experience of those identical 
issues. 
 
5. What are the most important actions that you can take in your office to stabilize 
and support African American students? 
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As I described above, the achievement gap affecting African American students most 
egregiously can be very dramatically resolved through means including the very 
transformative creative projects I've taken into the schools -- and seen them working. 
Students finding their expressive voices in those ways are never again persistently 
discouraged, which is wonderful to see. I look forward to doing more in all the ways 
that we can observe are genuinely fruitful. Students themselves report openly what 
works best for them, and it's thrilling to see them flower in ways consistent with their 
natural enthusiasms.  
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Only School Board Candidates 

Please answer each question in 150 words or less. 
 
1. Do you support charter schools in SFUSD? Why or why not?  
 
I only support public education with direct public control and public and parental 
accountability, and I do not support any charter schools not strictly fitting those 
criteria. 
 
2. Do you support Common Core education standards? 
 
Common core has potential advantages for critical thinking and creativity, but also 
hazards for constraining teacher's adaptation to student needs, so an ongoing 
assessment of its components is required, especially given the rapidly changing 
needs of the student population. I support a more thoughtful review of the entirety to 
assess what's working and what isn't, then to work with state and federal officials 
toward improvements. 
 
3. Do you support teacher training to implement alternatives to suspension in 
instances of disruption or “willful defiance”? 
 
Yes, I support such teacher trainings. It's another opportunity to teach nonviolent 
communication. 
 
4. Do you support the removal of the “Life of Washington” mural at George 
Washington High School? Why or why not? If yes, what forms of removal do you 
support? 
 
I support each generation's pushing the envelope on demanding racial justice, and I 
see a superior opportunity than removal for curated interpretative enhancements for 
consistent insistence on racial justice, along with other creative and reversible 
options that also save crucial funds for vital programs rather than the very costly 
removal and panel-covering proposals. Anti-racist solidarity art teaches and inspires 
more than censorship, and the current worsening of a virulent level of discourse 
deepens the total effects of all the lamentable sources of student trauma. Let's 
together make it better for students rather than worse in the long run. 
 

Only Community College Trustee Candidates 
Please answer each question in 150 words or less. 
 
1. Have you ever visited the Queer Resource Center on the main campus? What 
would you do to ensure that  it continues to deliver its critical services? 
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Only Sheriff Candidates 

Please answer each question in 150 words or less. 
 
1. What programs do you support to assist inmates in acquiring life skills and 
education?  

 

2. Do you support cash bail? Why or why not?  

 

3. What would you do to ensure the safety of transgender inmates?  

 

4. What programs do you support or are willing to create to provide resources for 
LGBTQ inmates?  

 

 

Only Treasurer Candidates 
Please answer each question in 150 words or less. 
 
1. Describe what you would do to ensure the fiscal well-being of ordinary San 
Franciscans with regards to the City’s investments? 
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Part 2: Yes/No Questions 

Please check Yes or No for each question. 

 
GENERAL  
YES     NO 
 

1.  Are you registered to vote as a Democrat? Yes Yes  
 

2. Have you ever sought elected office before? Yes Yes  
 

3. Do you have a campaign consultant or other main point of contact? If so, 
who? Bobby Coleman coleman.bob@gmail.com 
415-271-0284________________________________ 

  

 
4. Have you ever sought a Milk Club 
endorsement in the past? Yes 

 Y  

 
LGBTQ ISSUES 
 

5. Should the SFPD formally apologize for the abuses it committed against 
the LGBTQ community during the Compton's Cafeteria and White Night 
riots? Yes 

Yes   

 
6. Do you support public funding for employment development for 
transgender job-seekers? Yes 

Yes  

 
7. Do you support efforts to expand access to PrEP and the Getting to Zero 
initiative to end the HIV epidemic in San Francisco? Yes 

Y  
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TENANT, HOUSING, AND DEVELOPMENT ISSUES  
YES    NO 
  

8 Do you support the creation of an independent commission to oversee the 
Department of Homelessness and Supportive Services? Yes 

Yes  

 
9. Do you support the split-role repeal of Proposition 13? Yes Yes  
 

10. Do you support the repeal of the Costa-Hawkins Rental Housing Act? 
Yes 

Yes  

 
11. Do you support the repeal of the Ellis Act? Yes Yes  
 

12. Do you support increasing funding for enforcement capacity for Short 
Term Rental platforms, e.g. AirBnB and VRBO? Yes 

Yes  

 
13. Do you support the sweeps of homeless encampments by the 
Department of Public Works? No 

 No 

 
14. Do you support a vacancy tax on empty commercial properties? Yes Yes  
 

15. Do you support a vacancy tax on empty residential properties? Yes Yes  
 

16.  Do you support State Senator Scott Wiener’s SB 50, a rezoning 
proposal to promote housing density? No 

No  

 
17. Would you support a licensing system for landlords in San Francisco? 
Yes 

Yes  

 
18. Do you support a public municipal bank in San Francisco? Yes Yes  
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IMMIGRATION JUSTICE ISSUES  
YES    NO 
 

19. Should U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement be abolished? Yes Yes  
 

20. Do you support San Francisco’s Sanctuary City status? Yes Yes  
 

21. Do you support due process protections for immigrant youth accused of 
crimes? Yes 

Yes  

 
22. Do you support localities allowing noncitizens to vote in local elections, 
including, but not limited to, the SF School Board? Yes 

Yes  

 
23. Do you support increased funds for immigrant defense services? Yes Yes  
 
 
SOCIAL JUSTICE, PUBLIC HEALTH, AND LABOR ISSUES 
 

24. Do you support the death penalty? No  No 
 

25. Do you support the use of tasers by law enforcement? No  No 
 

26. Do you support requiring an independent investigation of all police 
officer-related shootings? Yes 

Yes  

 
27. Should the Department of Police Accountability have the power to 
investigate allegations of misconduct by members of the Sheriff’s 
Department? Yes 

Yes  

 
28. Should a civilian oversight commission for the Sheriff’s Department be 
created, with the power to suspend or terminate members of the 
department? Yes 

Yes  

 
29. Do you support the implementation of supervised injection/consumption 
sites? Yes 

Yes  

 
30. Do you support the decriminalization of sex work? Yes Yes  
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31. Have you ever crossed a union picket line or ignored a union boycott? 
No 

No  

 
32. Do you support the right for public sector employees to go on strike? Yes Yes  
 

33. Do you support AB 5, making it harder for companies to label workers as 
independent contractors instead of employees? Yes 

Yes  

 
34. Do you support the recent vote by the SF Board of Supervisors to close 
Juvenile Hall? Yes 

Yes  

 
35. Do you support the rebuilding of the county jail at 850 Bryant? No  No 
 
 
EDUCATION AND YOUTH                                                                                  YES     NO 
 

36. Do you support expanding LGBTQ curriculum throughout San 
Francisco’s public schools? Yes 

Yes  

 
37. Do you support the full, continuous funding of the Free City College 
program? Yes 

Yes  

 
38. Do you think teachers' salaries should be increased to ensure a living 
wage in San Francisco? Yes 

Yes  

 
39. Do you support the upcoming Affordable Homes for Educators and 
Families Now ballot measure? Yes 

Yes  

 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL AND TRANSPORTATION ISSUES 
 

40. Do you support the recent bailout of Pacific, Gas, & Electric? No  No 
 

41. Do you support the dissolution of Pacific, Gas, & Electric? Yes Yes  
 

42. Do you support expanding the CleanPower SF program? Yes Yes  
 

43. Should CEQA guidelines be reduced in order to increase development? 
No 

 No 
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44. Do you ride San Francisco public transit on a regular basis? Yes Yes  
 

45. Do you support increased, free access to public transit for seniors,  
disabled persons, the economically disadvantaged, and the underserved? 
Yes 

Yes  

 
46. Do you support a plan that would provide free transportation for all San 
Franciscans? Yes 

Yes  

 
47. Do you support the ongoing switchbacks on the K, N, and T Muni lines? 
No 

 No 

 
48. Should the mayor continue to appoint all commissioners to the San 
Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency? No 

 No 

 
49. Do you support the local Transportation Network Company Tax on the 
November 2019 ballot? Yes 

Y
e
s 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
POLITICAL TRANSPARENCY                                                                           YES    NO 
 

50. Do you support the Sunlight on Dark Money ballot measure on the 
November 2019 ballot? Yes 

Yes  

 
51. Does your campaign accept corporate contributions from LLCs? No  No 
 

52. Does your campaign accept contributions from individuals with a 
financial interest in land use matters valued at $5 million or more? No 

 No 

 
53. Do you support expanding SF’s public financing program? Yes Yes  
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