
 
The Harvey Milk LGBTQ Democratic Club 

Ballot Measure Questionnaire for November 2019 
 
 
Dear Ballot Initiative Representative (or Opponent), 
 
The Harvey Milk LGBTQ Democratic Club invites you to get to know us a little better as we 
plan our endorsements for the November 2019 election cycle. Your participation in our 
Club’s questionnaire will allow our Membership to better understand what your ballot 
position is, what it stands for, and what you plan to accomplish if you pass or defeat the 
initiative. 
 
Email your answers to Political Action Committee (PAC) Chair Gabriela Alemán at 
pac@milkclub.org and to our Correspondent Lee Hepner at correspondent@milkclub.org.  
 
 
Good Luck, 
 
The Harvey Milk LGBTQ  Democratic Club 
 

 

Please answer each question in 150 words or less. 

 

1. Please briefly describe the intent of the ballot initiative you are supporting. 

Yes on D is a Transportation Network Company (TNC) business tax for November.  
Yes on D is the result of recommendations from the Transportation Justice Coalition and the 
Transportation Task Force 2045 workgroup (TTF2045) to curb increased traffic congestion caused by 
TNC’s and raise sustained revenue for Muni and Vision Zero safety improvements.  
 
Yes on D would allow the City to levy a small tax on TNC’s like Uber and Lyft based on the amount of 
trips that they generate.  The City Controller estimates it will bring in $32 million to $35 million 
annually to be split between the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency (SFMTA) and the 
San Francisco County Transportation Authority (SFCTA) as follows:  
 
-SFMTA would receive roughly half to increase and improve Muni service, including funding Free 
Muni programs for youth and seniors/disabled and hiring more Muni drivers. 
 
-SFCTA would receive roughly half to build Vision Zero safety improvements, like pedestrian and 
bicycle safety facilities. 
 
 

2. Explain why you support this initiative. 

The State has prempted San Francisco’s local ability to directly regulate TNC’s, which have had a 
well-documented and significant impact on our public streets, more than doubling traffic gridlock and 
contributing to vehicle traffic collisions and pedestrian/cyclist safety concerns.  With the majority of 
TNC drivers coming from outside San Francisco and not paying Vehicle License Fees to the City to 
help pave our streets, operate our Muni buses or install protected bike lanes, this modest tax is one 
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step toward appropriately mitigating the impacts of this booming industry. Funding from this measure 
will go to sustain the City’s Free Muni for Youth and Free Muni for Seniors & Disabled programs, as 
well as badly needed pedestrian safety improvements and disability access to our Muni system – 
demographics that most TNC’s still do not serve.  

 

3. Which public officials and/or organizations support your position on this initiative? 

Mayor London Breed 
The entire San Francisco Board of Supervisors  
Assembly-member David Chiu 
Assembly-member Phil Ting  
State Senator Scott Wiener 
BART Director Janice Li 
BART Director Lateefah Simon 
SF Democratic Party Chair David Campos 
SF Bicycle Coalition 
SF Labor Council 
Walk San Francisco 
SF Transit Riders 
Walk San Francisco 
SF League of Conservation Voters 
California Alliance for Retired Americans 
San Francisco Women’s Political Committee 
San Francisco Building & Construction Trades 
 

4. Who is/are the main political consultant(s) working on your position on this 
initiative? 

Jim Stearns 

Maggie Muir 

5. What is the main source of funding for your position on the initiative? 

Uber and Lyft (so far)  

6. Explain why the Harvey Milk Club should endorse your position on this initiative? 

This will be the first attempt in the State of California to mitigate the affects that TNC’s are 
having on our streets. What we do here in San Francisco will be modeled throughout the 
State.  

Also, the TTF2045 projected a $27 million annual funding need to keep public transportation 
affordable and growing at the same pace as San Francisco’s population. This is a small 
business tax that would raise $35 million a year from companies impacting our streets to 
fund the transit modes that get people out of their cars and onto buses, bikes and walking.  
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