
 

The Harvey Milk LGBTQ Democratic Club 

Candidate Questionnaire for March 2020 

 

 

Dear Candidate, 

 

Congratulations on declaring your candidacy. The Harvey Milk LGBTQ 

Democratic Club invites you to get to know us a little better as we plan our 

endorsements for the March 2020 primary election. Your participation in our 

Club’s questionnaire will allow our Membership to better understand who you 

are, what you stand for, and what you plan to accomplish if you are elected to 

office. 

 

There are two parts to our questionnaire plus additional questions for individual 

offices. Part 1 is a series of short-answer questions, with a 150-word limit on 

answers. Part 2 is a series of Yes/No questions covering a broad set of issues.  

 

Please email your answers to Political Action Committee (PAC) at 

pac@milkclub.org and to our Correspondent Lee Hepner at 

correspondent@milkclub.org. 
  

There will be an opportunity for you or a proxy to speak in person at the club’s 

PAC meeting on Saturday, December 7th from 11am to 6pm at the Women’s 

Building at 3543 18th Street. Please contact us at pac@milkclub.org or 

president@milkclub.org to schedule an appointment. And please note that your 

time will be limited to 5 minutes (including questions). So the content of 

this questionnaire will be the main source for endorsement 

consideration. 

 

Good Luck! 
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Required Information 

 

 

Full Name: A Tyra Fennell 

 

Office Sought: Democratic County Central Committee (Assembly District 17) 

 

Mailing Address: 1150 25th Street San Francisco, CA 94107 

 

Phone: (415) 323-3086 

 

Email: tyrafennellsf@gmail.com  

 

Website: www.tyrafennellsf@gmail.com  

 

Are you a Member of the Harvey Milk LGBTQ Club?: Yes 

 

If so, since when?: 

 

Do you identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and/or queer 

(LGBTQ)?: No 
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PART 1: 

 

Questions for All Candidates 

(Please answer each question in 150 words or less.) 

 

1. Please describe your qualifications for the position you seek. Feel free 

to add anything that you would like our Members to know about you and 

your candidacy. 

My name is Tyra Fennell, a resident of the Bayview Hunters Point in San 

Francisco. I am running for the Democratic County Central Committee (DCCC) 

to grow by ability to enact positive change in both my community and the 

greater San Francisco. I have spent years working in community through both 

my work and volunteer positions. I am also the founding director of Imprint 

City, an organization activating underutilized areas in neighborhoods with arts 

projects that encourage increased foot traffic in support of local merchants. I 

serve as vice chair of San Francisco's African American Arts and Cultural 

District located in the Bayview, an effort to elevate the Bayview into the Black 

arts epicenter in the city. I am a long time advocate for the arts in San 

Francisco, having worked in partnership with a coalition of stakeholders to 

pass Proposition E, legislation to support funding for youth arts programs, 

artists, cultural centers, cultural districts, arts organizations, and more 

through a portion of the Hotel Tax. 

Serving on the DCCC will afford me the privilege to work with the Democratic 

Party to register voters, a much needed effort in the Southeast sector of the 

City, which has a history of low voter turnout. It will also be a mechanism to 

propose a support resolutions that seek to move our city forward. Finally, the 

DCCC has a strong influence with endorsing candidates that align with the 

party’s platform. I truly believe all of the relationships I have developed and 

work I have produced for the community makes me the ideal candidate to 

support the growth of the party. 

I currently serve as an Assembly District 17 (AD17) Delegate for the California 

State Democratic Party as well as on the board of the San Francisco Bay Area 

Planning and Urban Research Association (SPUR), Open Door Legal, the 

Bayview Community Advisory Committee (Bayview CAC) as well as a Film 

Commissioner. I am a proud Emerge California Alumni and alegacy graduate of 

Howard University. 

 

 



2. Do you have any key endorsements that you would like to share? Why 

are these endorsements meaningful to you? 

Roberta Achtenberg was the first person to endorse my campaign, which was 

very meaningful because she was also the first elected official I met and worked 

with in San Francisco through our work with the Bayview Alliance for over 8 

years. The Bayview Alliance is a convening group, founded by Roselyn “Cissie” 

Swig comprised of stakeholders that do work in the Bayview through various 

non-profits. I serve as the chair of arts and culture. Roberta was a civil rights 

attorney, a life-long advocate for LGBTQ rights and pushed anti-discriminatory 

policies and practices during her time as Assistant Secretary of the U.S. 

Department of Housing and Urban Development. She was also appointed by 

President Clinton to serve as a Commissioner on the United States Commission 

on Civil Rights. 

 

I have also been endorsed by Latefah Simon, president of the Akonadi 

Foundation and an advocate for civil rights and racial justice. Simon also 

represents the seventh district on the Bay Area Rapid Transit District (BART) 

board of directors in 2016. 

 

Stevon Cook, president of the San Francisco Board of Education and I have 

worked together during our time in the New Leaders Council (NLC) Fellowship 

Program; he has also endorsed my candidacy for the DCCC. Stevon and I have 

worked together in support of strengthening education outcomes in the 

Bayview Hunters Point before he ran for the Board including working on 

projects with the Bayview YMCA. Stevon was also the CEO of Mission Bit, a 

non-profit that provides project-based semester-long coding courses, taught by 

college computer science majors and supported by volunteers who are 

professional software engineers. Imprint City and Mission Bit partnered on the 

first BayviewLIVE music festival that I create for the Bayview neighborhood to 

introduce residents to Mission Bit courses and art, simultaneously. 

BayviewLIVE, in its 5th year, now attracts over 5,000 event goers to Bayview 

every year. 

 

Finally Malia Cohen, Chair of the Board of Equalization is my Emerge sister. 

We first met before I moved here through our HBCU (Historically Black Colleges 

and Universities) connection. Malia attended Fisk University and I attended 

Howard University so when I mutual friend found out I was moving to San 

Francisco 10 years ago, she introduced us. I have supported Malia since her 

https://akonadi.org/
https://akonadi.org/


first run for District 10 Supervisor and admired her work in her last term on 

police reform. She was the first person to endorse me and still mentors me on 

my political journey.  

 

 

3. What do you see as the most important short-term and long-term 

solutions to SF’s homeless crisis? What can you do in your office to help 

end homelessness? 

 

For over six years, I served on the board of Open Door Legal, an organization 

that not only advocates for universal legal access because as a practical matter, 

the law does not protect the poor. Protecting residents with universal legal 

access before they are in jeopardy of entering the homeless population is an 

important long term solution to San Francisco’s homeless crisis.  

I will also commit to decriminalizing homelessness and poverty by redirecting 

those that are in need into programs to support their rehabilitation. For 

example, by expunging criminal records, restricting past evictions, and 

eliminating fraudulent accounts from their credit report, we can ensure that 

low-income households can qualify for housing they would otherwise have been 

denied for. Denials are also sometimes wrongful – disability discrimination is 

especially common – and when this happens we step in and ensure fair 

treatment. 

In my role as a member of the DCCC, I will support candidates and legislation 

that supports programs that work to prevent residents from entering the 

homeless population. 

 

4. What are your plans to address housing affordability and economic 

inequality in San Francisco? What work have you done on these issues in 

the past? 

I currently serve as a member of the Bayview Citizen Advisory Committee 

(CAC), providing policy advice to the Board of Supervisors, City Boards, 

commissions and departments, including the Planning Commission and 

Planning Department, on planning and land use matters in Zone 2 of Bayview 

Hunters Point. I view my role on the CAC and a Bayview resident, to ensure 

development that comes to Bayview is equitable and is in keeping with the 

neighborhood culture. This includes holding developers accountable to building 

adequate affordable housing units including commercial space for Bayview 

businesses.  



San Francisco should be the regional leader in the area on how to effectively 

build affordable housing. We are a small City that is not growing more land so I 

support demanding all supervisorial districts develop their fair share of 

affordable housing and support candidates and legislation requiring  all 

developers in those areas to create affordable housing units because we cannot 

sustain the trend occurring now, which is to place the lion’s share of all 

affordable housing in the Southeast sector of the City. This would also include 

transitional housing such as navigation centers and other services often 

concentrated in neighborhoods such as the Tenderloin and Bayview Hunters 

Point.  

My work with Open Door Legal educated me on the importance of universal 

legal access for all residents including those who face no fault evictions. In San 

Francisco, the vast majority of evictions occur because landlords 

harass/intimidate their tenants into leaving (often with bogus oral notices), or 

because they stop maintaining the premises and it becomes uninhabitable. 

This is likely so landlords can easily sell the property once tenants vacate or 

significantly increase the rent. Comparatively few evictions occur because a 

tenant lost a formal eviction lawsuit, and of those many occur because the 

tenant simply lost on procedural grounds. If lawyers were available to all 

tenants in San Francisco, we could dramatically reduce the number of 

evictions occurring. Many of these tenants, if evicted are unable to afford 

re-entering the rental market in San Francisco. This has led to the rise of the 

vehicular homeless or those simply living on the street.  

Finally, I would advocate for San Francisco policies that include regional 

strategies to address the affordable housing crisis. This means working with 

other jurisdictions to develop affordable housing plans to build more housing 

for the jobs produced.  

 

5. Describe your work addressing racial injustice and inequity in San 

Francisco.  

I resigned from my job with the San Francisco Arts Commission and started my 

organization, Imprint City after realizing how the agency was not built to focus 

on nuanced issues in neighborhoods like the Bayview Hunters Point. I wanted 

to support and become hyper-focused in neighborhoods like the Bayview to 

encourage community goodwill by attracting residents back to spaces they 

have abandoned due to blight, a history of violent crime or from overall neglect 

such as lack of lighting and streetscaping and chronic vacancies by activating 

them with visual and performing arts programming. We also seek to address 

inequity of arts funding in communities like Bayview to support largely African 

American, culturally relevant artists, who historically have never received 

public funding to grow in their artistic mediums.  



 

Since 2015, Imprint City has welcomed over 15,000 event goers to the Bayview 

Hunters Point, employed 250 participating local retail and food merchants, 

approximately 100 youth employees, partnered with over 100 community 

based organizations and employed upward of 300 performing and visual 

artists. 

I have also supported organizations in the Bayview that further support racial 

injustice and inequity as a board member including Open Door Legal, the 

Bayview YMCA as well as on the leadership committee for the African American 

Arts and Cultural District.  

6. How have you supported economically-underresourced LGBTQ San 

Franciscans, and how will you continue to do so if elected? 

In 2014, the Bayview Hunters Point began to receive growing pains because of 

its influx of LGBTQ residents. Many people were moving to the Southeast side 

of San Francisco, largely due to its relative affordability, this extends to the 

LGBTQ community. In order to create a safe space to connect, a new resident 

set up a Facebook page titled “Gayview/Silver Terrace Tierras” to connect with 

other new LGBTQ residents however queer residents of color who had been 

long term residents were highly offended because they felt they were already in 

the community and this page, marked private was exclusionary therefore, they 

created a counter page. This is a byproduct of the many long term residents in 

Bayview being on edge about the surging home prices and rents, feeling they 

are being out-migrated so they created a counter Facebook page in protest 

titled “just say no to Gayview/Silver Terrace Tierras.” There was some truth to 

many African American queer residnets feeling left out and, though 

unintentional, it was causing confrontations in real time in the neighborhood 

with building tension between the two groups.  

Understanding that economic and racial inequity is an issue felt deeply in the 

the LGBTQ community amongst queer people of color, I understood where the 

undercurrent of vitriol expressed towards the new, largely white LGBTQ 

community was coming from so I worked with members of both groups to 

create the first Gayview Night Out, a meet-up that grew to become the “Pride in 

Bayview” celebration. I also partnered with the Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence 

to create the annual Bayview Ball on Pink Saturday, welcoming members of the 

African American LGBTQ community from around the Bay to perform in the 

neighborhood. This initiative also created momentum for D10 Pride cohort, a 

group of residents who raised money to grow our neighborhood’s presence at 

the Pride Parade and who lends support to LGBTQ causes.  

 



7. Do you support State Senator Scott Wiener’s SB 50, a rezoning proposal 

to promote housing density? Why or why not? 

The spirit of SB50 is well intended with the goal of providing a mechanism to 

build more housing in San Francisco but so I do support it WITH some much 

needed amendments. For example, I am in support of demolition control so this 

legislation does not encourage tearing down existing housing to build new 

ones. Also, I am in support of defining low income communities to come up 

with a local plan to achieve similar goals over the next few years to ensure 

SB50 is not impacting their place in San Francisco. It is also important to 

extend the time for that low income communities who are concerned to 

implement localized upzoning strategies that suit their needs and allow for a 

greater focus on affordability. Finally, when wealthier communities build 

market rate housing, inclusionary fees should go to low income communities to 

build more affordable housing.  

 

8. What are your thoughts on the role of law enforcement and 

corporations in the annual Pride parade? 

 

I am not in favor of corporations having a visible presence at Pride and my 

thoughts on law enforcement comes with a caveat. First, no corporations 

should have a pronounced presence at the Pride Parade. They should be 

donating to support LGBTQ non-profits who can then allocate a line item from 

their budgets to create their own distinct presence during the parade, if they 

choose. That’s who should be at the forefront of the Pride Parade.  

 

We all know that the current state of our country is fragile and with incidents 

such as Pulse NightClub we cannot take the need for law enforcement at large, 

public events such as Pride for granted. That being said, there are caveats to 

this statement. I know the relationship between law enforcement and the 

LGBTQ community is a complex one, so the last thing we during Pride are raid 

buses, heavy artillery or an obvious police presence. We want the LGBTQ 

community to feel protected but safe. I would advocate of forming a law 

enforcement committee comprised of members of the LGBTQ community to 

work with the Pride board to development a community-focused security plan.  

 

9. Do you support lowering the voting age to 16 for local elections? Why 

or why not? 

 

Yes! Sixteen year olds are allowed to drive, donate organs and blood so why not 

allow them to vote. Additionally, getting young people in the habit of voting 

early on betters their chances of becoming life-long voters and more engaged in 

the political process to hopefully turn around the trend of low voter turnout.  

 

10. Who did you support in the recent District 5 Supervisorial race?  



 

Vallie Brown 

 

11. Who did you support in the recent District Attorney's race?  

 

Chesa Boudin  

 

12.  Who did you support in the 2019 Mayor’s race? 

 

London Breed  

   



Only SF DCCC Candidates 

(Please answer each question in 150 words or less.) 

 

 

1. Are you presently a member of the San Francisco DCCC? If so, did you 

obtain your position from an appointment? 

 

No I am not currently a member but serve as a proxy for Board of Equalization 

Chair, Malia Cohen.  

 

 

2. Please explain three main goals you would like to achieve as a DCCC 

member. 

 

1. Passing a resolution to make elected Supervisors ineligible to run for the 

DCCC. They should not be able to both benefit and influence the DCCC 

endorsement process or raise additional funds for their other political 

campaigns; his encourages cronyism. The DCCC will be better served 

with grassroots candidates. 

 

2. Increase voter registration in the Southeast with an acute focus on low 

income and immigrant communities, who all have a history of low voter 

turnout. I would also work to grow more community partnerships to 

support increasing voter registration and help DCCC members become 

more informed on how to engage those disenfranchised voters.   

 

3. Finally, I would encourage a committee from the DCCC to host fireside 

chats in communities to educate them on ballot initiatives or educate 

them on resolutions that are being put before the DCCC.  

4. Support affordable housing policies to retain and grow San Francisco’s 

dwindling middle-class while also creating opportunities to retain and 

support our low income residents.  Also, encouraging equitable 

affordable housing developments across the city including the 

distribution of navigation centers and other transitional housing to help 

our underrepresented residents.   

5. Continue to encourage the sustainable growth of small businesses, 

which serve as the backbone of California's economy. This includes 

supporting initiative such as Prop E. to help artists and art organizations 

in jeopardy of displacement. 



6. Promote and guarantee low-interest small business loans to provide the 

seed capital to launch and expand job-creating small businesses and 

provide for the growth of already successful businesses. 

7. Continue to advocate for the adoption of universal legal access as one 

solution to prevent homelessness.  

8. Finally, support progressivecomprehensive criminal justice reform 

policies.  

 

 

4. Do you support limits on DCCC fundraising? If so, explain how? 

 

Yes, I support the $500 limit.  

 

 

5. If you served on the DCCC during the 2019 endorsement process, how did 

you vote for 

 

Did not serve 

 

Mayor: 

District Attorney: 

District 5 Supervisor: 

Prop C (Vaping): 

Prop D (Uber/Lyft Tax): 

Prop E (Teacher & Family Housing): 

Prop F (Sunlight on Dark Money): 

 

 

6. Do you support a candidate or candidates for President in 2020? Why? 

 

The majority of the Democratic candidates for president are perfectly 

competent people; they are well studied and prepared however, the question I 

ask myself is who out of this crowded field is most capable and prepared to 

make Donald Trump a one term president--that candidate is Elizabeth Warren. 

Warren has spent her entire career studying and putting policies forward that 

would positively impact the working class. This outlook and skills are needed 

more than ever with the middle and working class in the United States 

disappearing. I also like that Elizabeth Warren because of her reputation as a 

“policy wonk.” We need someone back in the White House who has practical 

solutions to our vast issues and Warren is the most capable. I support 

Medicare for All, her acknowledgement and plans to combat white nationalist 

violence, through better data collection and making these crimes federal cases. 



She is also one of the only candidates with a housing plan including strategies 

to protect renters.  

 

PART 2:  

 

Yes or No Questions 

(Please check Yes or No for each question.) 

 

GENERAL   

YES      NO 

 

1.  Are you registered to vote as a Democrat?  y   

 

2. Have you ever sought elected office before?  y   

 

3. Do you have a campaign consultant or other main point of 

contact? If so, who? 

__________________________________________________ 

n   

 

4. Have you ever sought a Milk Club endorsement in the past?  n   

 

LGBTQ ISSUES   

YES      NO 

 

5. Should the SFPD formally apologize for the decades of 

homophobic and transphobic abuses and violence it committed 

against the LGBTQ community that have spanned decades. 

y   

 

6. Do you support public funding for employment development 

for transgender job-seekers? 

y   

 

7. Do you support efforts to expand access to PrEP and the 

Getting to Zero initiative to end the HIV epidemic in San 

Francisco? 

y   

 

TENANT, HOUSING, AND DEVELOPMENT ISSUES 

YES    NO 

  



8 Do you support the creation of an independent commission 

to oversee the Department of Homelessness and Supportive 

Services? 

y   

 

9. Do you support the split-role repeal of Proposition 13?   y   

 

10. Do you support the repeal of the Costa-Hawkins Rental 

Housing Act? 

y   

 

11. Do you support the repeal of the Ellis Act?   y   

 

12. Do you support increasing funding for enforcement 

capacity for Short Term Rental platforms, e.g. AirBnB and 

VRBO?  

y   

 

13. Do you support the sweeps of homeless encampments by 

the Department of Public Works? 

n   

 

14. Do you support a vacancy tax on empty commercial 

properties? 

y   

 

 

15. Do you support a vacancy tax on empty residential 

properties? 

y   

 

16. Would you support a licensing system for landlords in San 

Francisco? 

y   

 

17. Do you support a public municipal bank in San Francisco?  y   

 

IMMIGRATION JUSTICE ISSUES  

YES    NO 

 

18. Should U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement be 

abolished?  

y   

 



19. Do you support San Francisco’s Sanctuary City status?  y   

 

20. Do you support due process protections for immigrant 

youth accused of crimes? 

y   

 

21. Do you support localities allowing noncitizens to vote in 

local elections, including, but not limited to, the SF School 

Board? 

y   

 

22. Do you support increased funds for immigrant defense 

services? 

y   

 

SOCIAL JUSTICE, PUBLIC HEALTH, AND LABOR ISSUES  

YES    NO 

 

23. Do you support the death penalty?  n   

 

24. Do you support the use of tasers by law enforcement?   n   

 

25. Do you support requiring an independent investigation of 

all police officer-related shootings? 

y   

 

26. Should the Department of Police Accountability have the 

power to investigate allegations of misconduct by members of 

the Sheriff’s Department? 

y   

 

27. Should a civilian oversight commission for the Sheriff’s 

Department be created, with the power to suspend or 

terminate members of the department? 

y   

 

28. Do you support the implementation of supervised 

injection/consumption sites? 

y   

 

29. Do you support the decriminalization of sex work?  y   

 



30. Have you ever crossed a union picket line or ignored a 

union boycott? 

n   

 

31. Do you support the right for public sector employees to go 

on strike?  

y   

 

32. Do you support AB 5, making it harder for companies to 

label workers as independent contractors instead of 

employees? 

y   

 

33. Do you support the recent vote by the SF Board of 

Supervisors to close Juvenile Hall? 

y   

 

34. Do you support the rebuilding of the county jail at 850 

Bryant? 

y   

 

EDUCATION AND YOUTH  

YES    NO 

 

35. Do you support expanding LGBTQ curriculum throughout 

San Francisco’s public schools? 

y   

 

36. Do you support the full, continuous funding for Free City 

College? 

y   

 

37. Do you think teachers' salaries should be increased to 

ensure a living wage in San Francisco? 

y   

 

38. Do you support the March 2020 ballot initiative known as 

the San Francisco Affordable Housing/Jobs Balanced 

Development Act (“M2”)? 

y   

 

ENVIRONMENTAL AND TRANSPORTATION ISSUES 

YES    NO 

 

39. Do you support the recent bailout of Pacific, Gas, & 

Electric? 

n   



 

40. Do you support the dissolution of Pacific, Gas, & Electric?  y   

 

41. Do you support expanding the CleanPower SF program?  y   

 

42. Should CEQA guidelines be reduced in order to increase 

development? 

y   

 

43. Do you ride San Francisco public transit on a daily basis?   y   

 

44. Do you support free access to public transit for seniors,  

disabled persons, the economically disadvantaged, and the 

underserved? 

y   

 

45. Do you support a plan to provide free transportation 

citywide? 

n   

 

46. Do you support the ongoing switchbacks on the K, N, and 

T Muni lines? 

n   

 

47. Should the mayor continue to appoint all commissioners to 

the SFMTA? 

n   

 

48. Did you support Measure D on the November 2019 ballot?  n   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POLITICAL TRANSPARENCY         YES    NO 

 

50. Did you support the recent Sunlight on Dark Money (Prop 

F) ballot measure on the November 2019 ballot? 

y   



 

51. Does your campaign accept corporate contributions?  n   

 

52. Does your campaign accept contributions from individuals 

with a financial interest in land use matters valued at $5 

million or more? 

n   

 

53. Do you support expanding SF’s public financing program?  y   

 

54. Do you support Supervisor Gordon Mar's charter measure 

to prohibit a mayoral appointment within 90 days of an 

election? 

y   

 

 

 


