
The   Harvey Milk LGBTQ Democratic Club
Candidate   Questionnaire for   March   2  020

Dear Candidate,

Congratulations on declaring your candidacy. The Harvey Milk LGBTQ Democratic Club 
invites you to get to know us a little better as we plan our endorsements for the March 2020 
primary election. Your participation in our Club’s questionnaire will allow our Membership to 
better understand who you are, what you stand for, and what you plan to accomplish if you 
are elected to office.

There are two parts to our questionnaire plus additional questions for individual offices. Part 
1 is a series of short-answer questions, with a 150-word limit on answers. Part 2 is a series 
of Yes/No questions covering a broad set of issues. 

Please email your answers to Political Action Committee (PAC) at pac@milkclub.org and to 
our Correspondent Lee Hepner at correspondent@milkclub.org.
 
There will be an opportunity for you or a proxy to speak in person at the club’s PAC meeting 
on Saturday, December 7th from 11am to 6pm at the Women’s Building at 3543 18th Street.
Please contact us at pac@milkclub.org or president@milkclub.org to schedule an 
appointment. And please note that your time will be limited to 5 minutes (including 
questions). So the content of this questionnaire will be the main source for 
endorsement consideration.

Good Luck!

Required Information

Full Name: Dorothy Chou Proudfoot

Office Sought: San Francisco Superior Court Judge, Seat 18

Mailing Address: 95 Third Street, Suite 246, San Francisco, CA 94103

Phone: 510-517-7459

Email: dorothy@dorothyproudfoot.com

Website: dorothyproudfoot.com

Are you a Member of the Harvey Milk LGBTQ Club?: No

If so, since when?:

Do you identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and/or queer (LGBTQ)?: No, I 
am an ally.
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PART 1:

Questions for All Candidates
(Please answer each question in 150 words or less.)

1. Please describe your qualifications for the position you seek. Feel free to add anything 
that you would like our Members to know about you and your candidacy.

As an Administrative Law Judge for the San Francisco Rent Board, I have adjudicated over 
200 rent control cases from all over the City.  Prior to serving as an ALJ, I served as a 
Deputy District Attorney for sixteen years, handling all types of cases, specializing in gang 
violence and sexual assault.  Prior to that, I practiced civil litigation at a San Francisco law 
firm.

I grew up in a three-generation, bilingual household, the daughter of Chinese immigrants.  I 
attended UC Berkeley on a Chancellor’s Scholarship, graduating in three years with a 
degree in English and also earned my law degree from UC Berkeley.

My experience, background, and character match one of the World Justice Project principles
of the rule of law that “justice is delivered timely by competent, ethical, and independent 
representatives and neutrals who are accessible, have adequate resources, and reflect the 
makeup of the communities they serve.”

2. Do you have any key endorsements that you would like to share? Why are these 
endorsements meaningful to you?

Dale Minami’s endorsement is meaningful because he is a civil rights champion who never 
rests on his laurels, but continues to fight to this day to defeat racism and uphold the rights 
of marginalized minorities, immigrants, and workers, not just through legal advocacy, but 
with educational advocacy through the “Stop Repeating History” campaign.  His 
endorsement means that he recognizes that my suitability to be a Superior Court Judge is 
based upon all of my experience, background, and character.

Justice Carin Fujisaki’s endorsement is also particularly meaningful not just because she is 
the first Asian American woman Justice appointed to the First District Court of Appeal (which
covers San Francisco), but because the job of an appellate justice involves reviewing and 
correcting trial court errors.  She is particularly qualified to render an opinion as to who 
would be a good Superior Court Judge.

3. What do you see as the most important short-term and long-term solutions to SF’s 
homeless crisis? What can you do in your office to help end homelessness?

Judicial Canon 5B(1)(a) prohibits judges or judicial candidates from making statements to 
the electorate that commit the candidate with respect to cases, controversies, or issues that 
are likely to come before the courts.  I fully expect this issue to come before the courts, so I 
do not believe any judicial candidates are permitted to answer this question.

4. What are your plans to address housing affordability and economic inequality in San 
Francisco? What work have you done on these issues in the past?

The Code of Judicial Ethics prohibits any judicial candidate from engaging in political activity
that is inconsistent with the independence, integrity, or impartiality of the judiciary.

Judicial Canon 5B(1)(a) prohibits judges or judicial candidates from making statements to 
the electorate that commit the candidate with respect to cases, controversies, or issues that 
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are likely to come before the courts.  I fully expect this issue to come before the courts, so I 
do not believe any judicial candidates are permitted to answer this question.

5. Describe your work addressing racial injustice and inequity in San Francisco.

The Rent Board was created “to safeguard tenants from excessive rent increases and, at 
the same time, to assure landlords fair and adequate rents,” and its 40-year existence is a 
policy statement about the City’s values.  My work at the Rent Board helps to address racial 
injustice and inequity in the rental housing area by enforcing the protections of the 
Residential Rent Ordinance.

When I was a Deputy District Attorney, I was not permitted to represent individual clients, but
when I was a civil attorney, I worked on pro bono class-action litigation in connection with 
the Homeless Advocacy Project and the Bay Area Benefits Access Collaborative.  I 
volunteered at the Lawyers Committee for Civil Rights, negotiating a discharge of a disabled
fixed-income senior’s predatory credit card debt; successfully appealing a school district 
expulsion of an African-American student; and negotiated a settlement for an African-
American grandmother being evicted from subsidized housing.

6. How have you supported economically-underresourced LGBTQ San Franciscans, and 
how will you continue to do so if elected?

My work has not been directed toward supporting economically-underresourced LGBTQ 
San Franciscans as a discrete group, but I have presided over the cases of tenants who 
identify as LGBTQ, who have sought the protections of the Rent Ordinance.

My work on the Board of California Women Lawyers and especially with its Amicus 
Committee has supported the LGBTQ community as gender discrimination laws were 
challenged and litigated across the country.

7. Do you support State Senator Scott Wiener’s SB 50, a rezoning proposal to promote 
housing density? Why or why not?

Judicial Canon 5B(1)(a) prohibits judges or judicial candidates from making statements to 
the electorate that commit the candidate with respect to cases, controversies, or issues that 
are likely to come before the courts.  Regardless of the legislative status of this particular 
bill, the issues addressed in it are likely to come before the courts, so I do not believe any 
judicial candidates are permitted to answer this question.

8. What are your thoughts on the role of law enforcement and corporations in the 
annual Pride parade?

I attended the September membership meeting and heard the comments about this topic 
when the candidates for Pride Board were interviewed.  I am mindful of law enforcement’s 
history with the LGBTQ community.  Judicial Canon 5B(1)(a) prohibits judges or judicial 
candidates from making statements to the electorate that commit the candidate with respect 
to cases, controversies, or issues that are likely to come before the courts.  I do not believe 
any judicial candidates are permitted to answer this question.

9. Do you support lowering the voting age to 16 for local elections? Why or why not?

Judicial Canon 5B(1)(a) prohibits judges or judicial candidates from making statements to 
the electorate that commit the candidate with respect to cases, controversies, or issues that 
are likely to come before the courts.

10. Who did you support in the recent District 5 Supervisorial race?

I did not support any of the candidates.
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11. Who did you support in the recent District Attorney's race?

I made a contribution to Suzy Loftus in 2018 and Nancy Tung in 2019.  I knew both of them 
before they ran for office and they had each reached out to me.

12.  Who did you support in the 2019 Mayor’s race?

I did not support any of the candidates.
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Only Judicial Candidates
(Please answer each question in 150 words or less.)

1. Are you presently serving on the bench? If so, how did you obtain your seat?

I am an Administrative Law Judge at the Rent Board, so I am considered a quasi-judicial 
officer.  I went through a civil service hiring process, even though the job is an at-will position
with the City and County of San Francisco.  I was offered employment by the Department 
while Mayor Lee was in office, but did not start the position until after he had passed away.

2. Please provide three main reasons why you should serve as judge.

Judges cannot be political or the system of checks and balances central to our democracy 
cannot function.  Through my 200+ hearings for which I have issued written decisions 
setting forth my legal reasoning, I have already proven that I have made the transition from 
a fierce advocate to a fair and impartial judge of the facts.  I have the breadth of experience 
in both criminal law and various types of civil law that gives me the versatility required for a 
Superior Court Judge, who can be assigned to any division of the court.  The fact that I am 
an ex-prosecutor, with two years of distance from the role, gives me insight into areas of 
institutional bias which others may not see or may not know how to ameliorate.

3. What are your thoughts on the cash bail system, and how should it be changed?

Judicial Canon 5B(1)(a) prohibits judges or judicial candidates from making statements to 
the electorate that commit the candidate with respect to cases, controversies, or issues that 
are likely to come before the courts.  The issue is already before the courts, so I do not 
believe any judicial candidates are permitted to answer this question.

4. Please share your perspective on racial bias and its effects on the criminal justice system.
How would you reduce this sort of bias? (For example, San Francisco has approximately 5%
African American residents but over 50% of its inmates are African American.)

I do not believe judicial candidates are permitted to answer the first question because of the 
restrictions of Judicial Canon 5B(1), noted above.

As a judge, I call out explicit bias and remind the parties that any statements or arguments 
based on such stereotypes will not be considered and are not persuasive.

I have taken implicit bias training which is incredibly important to an understanding of how to
make truly fair decisions.  I would encourage all my fellow judges to take ongoing training 
not only in recognizing implicit bias, but more importantly in how to effectively interrupt bias. 
Bias interrupters have been shown to improve the quality of decision making.  During 
hearings, judges need to slow down, take good notes, and take the time to identify concrete 
positive and negative evidence, rather than relying on an overall impression of credibility.  
Following hearings, it is also important for judges not to rush to make a decision, but allow 
time to articulate their reasoning, in writing, with an eye toward implicit bias.

5. If you are serving on civil court, what measures would you take to try to make civil court 
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more affordable and accessible to people of low income and modest means?

Budgets are a statement of values.  In order to increase access to justice we need to get 
and spend the money to do so.  Because the courts have been underfunded for so long, it is
difficult to have consensus on where the money is most sorely needed.  Is it more important 
to fund non-biased risk assessments for criminal court or to extend small claims court hours 
so hourly wage earners who work during the day can have their claims heard without 
forgoing pay?  

6. If you are serving on criminal court, what mitigating factors would you consider in 
sentencing defendants which you feel are not given enough consideration now?

Because the weight to give each of the mitigating factors present in a case varies from 
individual to individual, and circumstance to circumstance, this question cannot fairly be 
answered without running afoul of Judicial Canon 5B(1).

7. Have you ever been held in contempt, been the subject of an adverse finding by the 
Commission of Judicial Performance, or been reprimanded by the California State Bar? If 
the answer is yes to any of these, please explain the circumstances.

No.
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PART   2: 

Yes or No Questions
(Please check Yes or No for each question.)

PLEASE NOTE: Judicial Canon 5B(1)(a) prohibits judges or judicial candidates from 
making statements to the electorate that commit the candidate with respect to cases, 
controversies, or issues that are likely to come before the courts.  I have left blanks 
where I believed a judicial candidate would not be permitted to make a yes or no 
statement.

GENERAL                        
YES      NO

1.  Are you registered to vote as a Democrat? X

2. Have you ever sought elected office before? X

3. Do you have a campaign consultant or other main point of contact? If so, 
who? __Maggie Muir___________________________________________

X

4. Have you ever sought a Milk Club endorsement in the past? X

LGBTQ ISSUES                        
YES      NO

5. Should the SFPD formally apologize for the decades of homophobic and 
transphobic abuses and violence it committed against the LGBTQ 
community that have spanned decades.

6. Do you support public funding for employment development for 
transgender job-seekers?

7. Do you support efforts to expand access to PrEP and the Getting to Zero 
initiative to end the HIV epidemic in San Francisco?

TENANT, HOUSING, AND DEVELOPMENT ISSUES                                       YES    NO
 

8 Do you support the creation of an independent commission to oversee the 
Department of Homelessness and Supportive Services?

9. Do you support the split-role repeal of Proposition 13? 

10. Do you support the repeal of the Costa-Hawkins Rental Housing Act?
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11. Do you support the repeal of the Ellis Act? 

12. Do you support increasing funding for enforcement capacity for Short 
Term Rental platforms, e.g. AirBnB and VRBO? 

13. Do you support the sweeps of homeless encampments by the 
Department of Public Works?

14. Do you support a vacancy tax on empty commercial properties?

15. Do you support a vacancy tax on empty residential properties?

16. Would you support a licensing system for landlords in San Francisco?

17. Do you support a public municipal bank in San Francisco?

IMMIGRATION JUSTICE ISSUES                        
YES    NO

18. Should U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement be abolished? 

19. Do you support San Francisco’s Sanctuary City status?

20. Do you support due process protections for immigrant youth accused of 
crimes?

X

21. Do you support localities allowing noncitizens to vote in local elections, 
including, but not limited to, the SF School Board?

22. Do you support increased funds for immigrant defense services?

SOCIAL JUSTICE, PUBLIC HEALTH, AND LABOR ISSUES                     
YES    NO

23. Do you support the death penalty?

24. Do you support the use of tasers by law enforcement? 

25. Do you support requiring an independent investigation of all police 
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officer-related shootings?

26. Should the Department of Police Accountability have the power to 
investigate allegations of misconduct by members of the Sheriff’s 
Department?

27. Should a civilian oversight commission for the Sheriff’s Department be 
created, with the power to suspend or terminate members of the 
department?

28. Do you support the implementation of supervised injection/consumption 
sites?

29. Do you support the decriminalization of sex work?

30. Have you ever crossed a union picket line or ignored a union boycott? X

31. Do you support the right for public sector employees to go on strike? 

32. Do you support AB 5, making it harder for companies to label workers as
independent contractors instead of employees?

33. Do you support the recent vote by the SF Board of Supervisors to close 
Juvenile Hall?

34. Do you support the rebuilding of the county jail at 850 Bryant?

EDUCATION AND YOUTH                        
YES    NO

35. Do you support expanding LGBTQ curriculum throughout San 
Francisco’s public schools?

36. Do you support the full, continuous funding for Free City College?

37. Do you think teachers' salaries should be increased to ensure a living 
wage in San Francisco?

38. Do you support the March 2020 ballot initiative known as the San 
Francisco Affordable Housing/Jobs Balanced Development Act (“M2”)?
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ENVIRONMENTAL AND TRANSPORTATION ISSUES                                    YES    NO

39. Do you support the recent bailout of Pacific, Gas, & Electric?

40. Do you support the dissolution of Pacific, Gas, & Electric?

41. Do you support expanding the CleanPower SF program?

42. Should CEQA guidelines be reduced in order to increase development?

43. Do you ride San Francisco public transit on a daily basis? X

44. Do you support free access to public transit for seniors, 
disabled persons, the economically disadvantaged, and the underserved?

45. Do you support a plan to provide free transportation citywide?

46. Do you support the ongoing switchbacks on the K, N, and T Muni lines?

47. Should the mayor continue to appoint all commissioners to the SFMTA?

48. Did you support Measure D on the November 2019 ballot?

POLITICAL TRANSPARENCY         YES    NO

50. Did you support the recent Sunlight on Dark Money (Prop F) ballot 
measure on the November 2019 ballot?

51. Does your campaign accept corporate contributions? X

52. Does your campaign accept contributions from individuals with a 
financial interest in land use matters valued at $5 million or more?

Not 
in 
SF

53. Do you support expanding SF’s public financing program?

54. Do you support Supervisor Gordon Mar's charter measure to prohibit a 
mayoral appointment within 90 days of an election?
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