
 

The Harvey Milk LGBTQ Democratic Club 
Candidate Questionnaire for March 2020 

 
 
Dear Candidate, 
 
Congratulations on declaring your candidacy. The Harvey Milk LGBTQ Democratic Club 
invites you to get to know us a little better as we plan our endorsements for the March 2020 
primary election. Your participation in our Club’s questionnaire will allow our Membership to 
better understand who you are, what you stand for, and what you plan to accomplish if you 
are elected to office. 
 
There are two parts to our questionnaire plus additional questions for individual offices. Part 
1 is a series of short-answer questions, with a 150-word limit on answers. Part 2 is a series 
of Yes/No questions covering a broad set of issues.  
 
Please email your answers to Political Action Committee (PAC) at pac@milkclub.org and to 
our Correspondent Lee Hepner at correspondent@milkclub.org. 
  
There will be an opportunity for you or a proxy to speak in person at the club’s PAC meeting 
on Saturday, December 7th from 11am to 6pm at the Women’s Building at 3543 18th Street. 
Please contact us at pac@milkclub.org or president@milkclub.org to schedule an 
appointment. And please note that your time will be limited to 5 minutes (including 
questions). So the content of this questionnaire will be the main source for 
endorsement consideration. 
 
Good Luck! 
 
 

Required Information 
 
Full Name: Austin Hunter 
 
Office Sought: DCCC 
 
Mailing Address: 1544 Howard Street, San Francisco, CA, 94103 
 
Phone: 916-990-2433 
 
Email: austinhunter175@gmail.com 
  
Website: austinhunter.org 
 
Are you a Member of the Harvey Milk LGBTQ Club?: No 
 
If so, since when?: 
 
Do you identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and/or queer (LGBTQ)?: Yes 
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PART 1: 
 

Questions for All Candidates 
(Please answer each question in 150 words or less.) 

 

1. Please describe your qualifications for the position you seek. Feel free to add anything 
that you would like our Members to know about you and your candidacy. 

I have accomplished a variety of things as an activist; got the California Democratic party to 
adopt the Green New Deal Resolution, ran the largest phonebank in the state, helped 
flipped Virginia Blue, trained over 300 organizers in a day, registered new voters at citizen 
swearing-in ceremonies, helped start a democratic clubs, ran phone banks, canvassed 
across the country for Democratic candidates, and worked to push progressive values 
nationally.  
 
I work to make our party day in and day out. I feel the DCCC needs new leadership from 
people who are the boots on the ground. From here on out I want to have more activists be 
a part of our party and I want the DCCC to do more to hold our electeds accountable.  
 
 
2. Do you have any key endorsements that you would like to share? Why are these 
endorsements meaningful to you? 

Susan Pfeifer - Activist 
Susan and I have worked together to get Democrats elected and train volunteers. I am 
proud to have her support. “As many/most of my friends know, as a pragmatic progressive, I 
rarely publicly endorse candidates in local SF elections. It just gets too toxic. I'm going to break 
my long-standing practice to publicly endorse AUSTIN HUNTER for SFDCC in AD 17. While I 
don't live in #17, I have worked with Austin and consider him one of the most talented organizers 
I've ever worked with. His on-the-ground experience, work with Sister District to help take control 
of the Virginia legislature, combined with his outstanding people skills, Austin can move 
mountains. I believe he will bring energy and commitment to the SFDCCC., I may yet endorse 
others for SFDCCC but am starting with Austin Hunter.” 
 
Natalie Burdick - Co-Chair San Francisco Sister District  
Natalie and I have worked together to flip the Virginia Legislature Blue. She knows that I am 
willing to put in the work to get the job done. You can see her endorsement video here - 
http://bit.ly/LofPOV 
 
Rock the Congress - Volunteer Group 
The mission of Rock The Congress is "to maximize collaboration among progressive groups to 
win elections." In 2018 I had the opportunity to serve as (co-)Chair of the San Francisco Rock 
the Congress event. On that day in March, we provided over 300 activists and leaders with the 
skills and training needed to collaborate, build a coalition, and ultimately flip red seats to blue. 
 
Rock The Congress's Central Steering Committee endorses my campaign to be elected to the 
San Francisco Democratic County Central Committee. This is about making a movement, and 
that means putting in the hours. They know that I do the work.  
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3. What do you see as the most important short-term and long-term solutions to SF’s 
homeless crisis? What can you do in your office to help end homelessness? 

Short term -  
● Create triage centers to allow people to immediately seek access to services  
● Start a tent city program like Seattle  
● Open all public restrooms and increase the pitstop program 

 
Long term -  

● Develop modular housing  
● Set clear KPIs for the city’s RFP process to increase accountability  
● Raise revenue to build more affordable housing  

 
The city needs to start taking drastic measures to address this crisis. When my family and I 
were displaced after our home burned down, we were able to pull through because of our 
community. Right now we are not a community. The city needs to reprioritize. 
 

4. What are your plans to address housing affordability and economic inequality in San 
Francisco? What work have you done on these issues in the past? 

San Francisco needs to start taking some drastic actions towards building housing. Right 
now it costs hundreds of thousands of dollars to build a single unit of affordable housing in 
San Francisco.  

We need to generate new revenue sources for affordable housing while pushing forward 
with a cost review of affordable housing development.  We need to ask companies to step 
up while figuring out how to stress every dollar.  

We need to also start tackling this as a regional issue. Asking our neighbors to become 
dense and focus on infill as well.  

 

5. Describe your work addressing racial injustice and inequity in San Francisco. 

Racism is something that is prevalent in everyday life. It is in microaggressions and overt 
actions. In my old role, I was in charge of providing scholarships to students in an effort to 
increase diversity in tech. This career path allowed me to help move the needle a little in 
combating systemic racism.  

In my current role, I help companies and countries design equitable policy frameworks that 
provide govern advanced technologies. This means bringing in communities that may not be 
represented currently at the table. It is not my job to speak for others; rather give them a 
place at the table.  
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6. How have you supported economically-underresourced LGBTQ San Franciscans, and 
how will you continue to do so if elected? 

I make under the federal poverty line and have $50,000 in student loan debt. I know how 
hard it is to make ends meet. 

When it comes to making sure solutions are equatable in our city we must make sure that 
our policy solutions are representative of all. I am proud to say that when I was Chair for the 
CYD LGBT Caucus we worked to support bills like AB 1426 (2017) that put funding towards 
LGBT homeless shelters. Focusing on these that disproportionately affect our community is 
a top priority for me.  

Additionally, this past year I was able to participate in the EQCA leadership academy which 
allowed me to support my fellow classmates as they got ready to run for office themselves or 
seek an appointed position. Our community only thrives when we strive to lift each other up.  

7. Do you support State Senator Scott Wiener’s SB 50, a rezoning proposal to promote 
housing density? Why or why not? 

Yes, for too long we have allowed areas to redline through communities through pricing out 
lower-income individuals. SB50 can be improved by things like; Demolition Control so we 
protect the house we have, make sure that low-income communities have special 
protections built-in so this first affects those wealthier neighborhoods first, and extending 
implementation time so that a comprehensive plan for the community could be developed.  
 
8. What are your thoughts on the role of law enforcement and corporations in the  
annual Pride parade? 
 
Law Enforcement -  
The level at which law enforcement is currently present and the way in which it participates 
in pride needs to seriously be reconsidered. There should be strict guidelines on how 
officers are able to come to pride, and the way they are able to act during pride. We do not 
need heavily armed officers present during the pride parade. We should seek officers who 
understand the complexity of our community and want to celebrate our pride.  
 
Corporations -  
Corporations should have a minimal presence during Pride, if at all. The monetization of our 
community is a common occurrence. Though a decade ago it was important to have this 
type of representation it is clear that this is a media stunt for most companies. I would 
strongly support corporations funding the parade if they were not promised advertising 
space in the festival or parade.  
 
 
9. Do you support lowering the voting age to 16 for local elections? Why or why not? 
 
Yes, I am a firm believer in voting early and often. If we can create the lifelong habit of voting 
we are setting ourselves up for success as Democrats. When we vote we win, that simple.  
 
10. Who did you support in the recent District 5 Supervisorial race?  
Vallie Brown 
 
11. Who did you support in the recent District Attorney's race?  
Chesa Bodin  
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12.  Who did you support in the 2019 Mayor’s race? 
London Breed  
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Only SF DCCC Candidates 
(Please answer each question in 150 words or less.) 

 
 
1. Are you presently a member of the San Francisco DCCC? If so, did you obtain your 
position from an appointment? 
 
No 
 
 
2. Please explain three main goals you would like to achieve as a DCCC member. 
 
Supporting Grassroots Organizers -  
Right now we need to be capacity building for the 2020 November election. Our party should 
immediately move to open an office, provided training for phone bank captains, and 
communicate with groups like (Sister District, Swing Left, Indivisible) what they need and 
strive to provide it.  
 
Holding Elected Officials Accountable -  
Right now our DCCC is a majority of elected officials. An objective of the DCCC is to make 
sure our electeds are living up to our progressive values. I would expand the endorsement 
review process to include in-depth policy questions, make the DCCC candidate interview 
process longer, and follow-up on the campaign promises that we were told about when they 
ran for office.  
 
Getting Democrats Elected -  
As someone who has gone out of state to canvass for Democrats and as someone who ran 
the largest phonebank in the nation I know how to get Democrats elected. San Francisco 
has one of the largest volunteer forces in the country. I would strive to leverage that for 
targeted seats throughout the country.  
 
 
3. How will you make the local Democratic Party more accessible, relevant, and engaged to 
community members? 
 
We need to be pushing forward new ideas to get people registered to vote, engaged, and 
supported in their local elections.  
 
Voter registration - This can be improved by following actual studies on voter registration. 
Sister District conducted a study on the “postcard method”; where homes with no registered 
voters were mailed a voter reg form and later received a follow-up postcard reminding them 
to return it. This low touch high impact method is the thing we need to be exploring.  
 
Voter retention - Prior to any presidential election we see a spike in democratic voter 
registration; we then see voters post election re-register as DTS. Reaching out to these 
voters to make sure they stay registered as democratic voters is a top priority.  
 
Voter engagement - Voter education is something that can consistently be improved. The 
Democratic Party should work with Clubs, community groups, and candidates to do 
outreach. 
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4. Do you support limits on DCCC fundraising? If so, explain how? 
 
 
You should be able to see where every dollar comes from. This means that candidates 
should not be able to take donations from PACs. 
 
Elected officials should not be able to roll over contributions from other committees  
Currently, you are able to roll funds over from your supervisor race into your DCCC 
campaign. This lets people drive a truck through the $500 contribution limit. This should be 
banned.  
 
5. If you served on the DCCC during the 2019 endorsement process, how did you vote for 
 
Mayor: London Breed 
District Attorney: Chesa Boudin  
District 5 Supervisor: Vallie Brown 
Prop C (Vaping): No 
Prop D (Uber/Lyft Tax): Yes 
Prop E (Teacher & Family Housing): Yes 
Prop F (Sunlight on Dark Money): Yes 
 
 
6. Do you support a candidate or candidates for President in 2020? Why? 
I am supporting Elizabeth Warren. She is exceptionally qualified, has a plan for that, and it is 
time to see a woman in the white house.  
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PART 2:  
 

Yes or No Questions 
(Please check Yes or No for each question.) 

 
GENERAL  
YES      NO 
 

1.  Are you registered to vote as a Democrat? Y  
 

2. Have you ever sought elected office before?  N 
 

3. Do you have a campaign consultant or other main point of contact? If so, 
who? __________________________________________________ 

 N 

 
4. Have you ever sought a Milk Club endorsement in the past?  N 
 
LGBTQ ISSUES  
YES      NO 
 

5. Should the SFPD formally apologize for the decades of homophobic and 
transphobic abuses and violence it committed against the LGBTQ 
community that have spanned decades. 

Y  

 
6. Do you support public funding for employment development for 
transgender job-seekers? 

Y  

 
7. Do you support efforts to expand access to PrEP and the Getting to Zero 
initiative to end the HIV epidemic in San Francisco? 

Y  

 
TENANT, HOUSING, AND DEVELOPMENT ISSUES                                       YES    NO 
  

8 Do you support the creation of an independent commission to oversee the 
Department of Homelessness and Supportive Services? 

 N 

 
9. Do you support the split-role repeal of Proposition 13?  Y  
 

10. Do you support the repeal of the Costa-Hawkins Rental Housing Act? Y  
 

11. Do you support the repeal of the Ellis Act?  Y  
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12. Do you support increasing funding for enforcement capacity for Short 
Term Rental platforms, e.g. AirBnB and VRBO?  

Y  

 
13. Do you support the sweeps of homeless encampments by the 
Department of Public Works? 

 N 

 
14. Do you support a vacancy tax on empty commercial properties? Y  
 

15. Do you support a vacancy tax on empty residential properties? Y  
 

16. Would you support a licensing system for landlords in San Francisco? Y  
 

17. Do you support a public municipal bank in San Francisco? Y  
 
IMMIGRATION JUSTICE ISSUES  
YES    NO 
 

18. Should U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement be abolished?  Y  
 

19. Do you support San Francisco’s Sanctuary City status? Y  
 

20. Do you support due process protections for immigrant youth accused of 
crimes? 

Y  

 
21. Do you support localities allowing noncitizens to vote in local elections, 
including, but not limited to, the SF School Board? 

Y  

 
22. Do you support increased funds for immigrant defense services? Y  
 
SOCIAL JUSTICE, PUBLIC HEALTH, AND LABOR ISSUES  
YES    NO 
 

23. Do you support the death penalty?  N 
 

24. Do you support the use of tasers by law enforcement?   N 
 

25. Do you support requiring an independent investigation of all police 
officer-related shootings? 

Y  

9 



 

 
26. Should the Department of Police Accountability have the power to 
investigate allegations of misconduct by members of the Sheriff’s 
Department? 

 N 

 
27. Should a civilian oversight commission for the Sheriff’s Department be 
created, with the power to suspend or terminate members of the 
department? 

Y  

 
28. Do you support the implementation of supervised injection/consumption 
sites? 

Y  

 
29. Do you support the decriminalization of sex work? Y  
 

30. Have you ever crossed a union picket line or ignored a union boycott?  N 
 

31. Do you support the right for public sector employees to go on strike?  Y  
 

32. Do you support AB 5, making it harder for companies to label workers as 
independent contractors instead of employees? 

Y  

 
33. Do you support the recent vote by the SF Board of Supervisors to close 
Juvenile Hall? 

Y  

 
34. Do you support the rebuilding of the county jail at 850 Bryant? Y  
 
EDUCATION AND YOUTH  
YES    NO 
 

35. Do you support expanding LGBTQ curriculum throughout San 
Francisco’s public schools? 

Y  

 
36. Do you support the full, continuous funding for Free City College? Y  
 

37. Do you think teachers' salaries should be increased to ensure a living 
wage in San Francisco? 

Y  

 
38. Do you support the March 2020 ballot initiative known as the San 
Francisco Affordable Housing/Jobs Balanced Development Act (“M2”)? 

 N 
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ENVIRONMENTAL AND TRANSPORTATION ISSUES                                    YES    NO 
 

39. Do you support the recent bailout of Pacific, Gas, & Electric?  N 
 

40. Do you support the dissolution of Pacific, Gas, & Electric? Y  
 

41. Do you support expanding the CleanPower SF program? Y  
 

42. Should CEQA guidelines be reduced in order to increase development?  N 
 

43. Do you ride San Francisco public transit on a daily basis?  Y  
 

44. Do you support free access to public transit for seniors,  
disabled persons, the economically disadvantaged, and the underserved? 

Y  

 
45. Do you support a plan to provide free transportation citywide? Y  
 

46. Do you support the ongoing switchbacks on the K, N, and T Muni lines?  N 
 

47. Should the mayor continue to appoint all commissioners to the SFMTA?  N 
 

48. Did you support Measure D on the November 2019 ballot? Y  
 
 
 
POLITICAL TRANSPARENCY         YES    NO 
 

50. Did you support the recent Sunlight on Dark Money (Prop F) ballot 
measure on the November 2019 ballot? 

Y  

 
51. Does your campaign accept corporate contributions?  N 
 

52. Does your campaign accept contributions from individuals with a 
financial interest in land use matters valued at $5 million or more? 

 N 

 
53. Do you support expanding SF’s public financing program? Y  
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54. Do you support Supervisor Gordon Mar's charter measure to prohibit a 
mayoral appointment within 90 days of an election? 

Y  
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