
The Harvey Milk LGBTQ Democratic Club 
Candidate Questionnaire for March 2020 

 
 
Dear Candidate, 
 
Congratulations on declaring your candidacy. The Harvey Milk LGBTQ Democratic Club invites 
you to get to know us a little better as we plan our endorsements for the March 2020 primary 
election. Your participation in our Club’s questionnaire will allow our Membership to better 
understand who you are, what you stand for, and what you plan to accomplish if you are elected 
to office. 
 
There are two parts to our questionnaire plus additional questions for individual offices. Part 1 is 
a series of short-answer questions, with a 150-word limit on answers. Part 2 is a series of 
Yes/No questions covering a broad set of issues.  
 
Please email your answers to Political Action Committee (PAC) at pac@milkclub.org and to our 
Correspondent Lee Hepner at correspondent@milkclub.org. 
  
There will be an opportunity for you or a proxy to speak in person at the club’s PAC meeting on 
Saturday, December 7th from 11am to 6pm at the Women’s Building at 3543 18th Street. 
Please contact us at pac@milkclub.org or president@milkclub.org to schedule an appointment. 
And please note that your time will be limited to 5 minutes (including questions). So the 
content of this questionnaire will be the main source for endorsement consideration. 
 
Good Luck! 
 
 

Required Information 
 
Full Name: Janice Li 
 
Office Sought: SF Democratic County Central Committee, AD19 
 
Mailing Address: 1870 43rd Avenue, San Francisco, CA 
 
Phone: (716) 725-1533 
 
Email: dccc@janice.li 
 
Website: http://janice.li 
 
Are you a Member of the Harvey Milk LGBTQ Club?: Yes 
 
If so, since when?: Yes, since 2017. 
 

mailto:pac@milkclub.org
mailto:correspondent@milkclub.org
mailto:pac@milkclub.org
mailto:president@milkclub.org


Do you identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and/or queer (LGBTQ)?: Yes  

 
  



PART 1: 
 

Questions for All Candidates 
(Please answer each question in 150 words or less.) 

 

1. Please describe your qualifications for the position you seek. Feel free to add anything 
that you would like our Members to know about you and your candidacy. 

2. Do you have any key endorsements that you would like to share? Why are these 
endorsements meaningful to you? 

(I’m answering #1 and #2 together.) 

I am seeking the SFWPC endorsement because I’ve been a member for about four years now 
and I was honored to have their endorsement when I first ran for office last year. SFWPC events 
are consistently one of the most inclusive spaces, even in a city where are politics are more 
toxic than ever; it’s one of the few places where people with all different politics can really meet, 
talk, drink and engage with one another. 

I am running because I believe that we have a serious pipeline issue in San Francisco politics. 
Progressives must be consistently lifting up people who identify as POC, women and LGBTQ 
into positions of political leadership and as candidates. Even as City Hall has experienced a 
progressive wave in recent years, many of our newer progressive faces are straight, white men. 
Our Board of Supervisors is one of the straight, whitest and male boards we’ve seen in a long 
time. 

This is a personal issue for me because when I ran in November 2018 for BART Board, the only 
two winning candidates who won but were refused endorsements by SF DCCC were Gabriela 
Lopez and me -- two young women of color that the League DID endorse. And in my race, SF 
DCCC chose instead to endorse (you guessed it) a straight, white man over me. 

I truly believe that Social Justice Democrats slate are the faces and the experiences that should 
be representing San Francisco’s Democratic Party. We have years upon years of being 
organizers, activists and community leaders representing a broad range of communities. We 
need new progressive energy in San Francisco more than ever to build upon the successes of 
recent years, and I am proud to stand alongside them. 

Through that slate, I’m proud to be endorsed by folks like Jane Kim, David Campos, Bevan 
Dufty, Hillary Ronen, Rafael Mandelman, Matt Haney, Peter Gallotta, Honey Mahogany … the 
list goes on with people who have a long history with this club. 

3. What do you see as the most important short-term and long-term solutions to SF’s 
homeless crisis? What can you do in your office to help end homelessness? 

4. What are your plans to address housing affordability and economic inequality in San 
Francisco? What work have you done on these issues in the past? 



 

1) END. THE. SWEEPS. There are absolutely no excuses for the sweeps and everyone in 
political power needs to do everything to support organizations like COH who are at the 
forefront of the fight to end the sweeps. 

2) We must urgently build affordable housing and even as we have larger conversations around 
zoning and density, we need to push forward with individual developments that increase the 
affordable housing supply. 

3) Public lands for public housing: I’m just coming back from a trip from Hong Kong, and what’s 
really incredible there is the rate of public housing. Census numbers from 2016 show that 29% 
of all housing was public rental housing, while 16% was subsidized home ownership housing 
through the local housing authority. 

Hong Kong began radically reforming public housing in the 1950s, and while they’ve got a few 
decades on us, it doesn’t mean San Francisco can’t start now, but practically speaking, we need 
to continue to make public housing the top policy and funding priority as we enter conversation 
around Prop 13 reform and as San Francisco makes moves to establish a public bank, and I’m 
100% here for that. 

To that end, I’m proud that as BART is developing the land they own, the projects are 
consistently community-driven to uplift local self-determination, like at West Oakland where 
there will be 85 new units for families earning less than 50% of the Bay Area’s AMI rather than 
just the “middle-income” housing that’s being called affordable these days. And housing projects 
on BART have far higher rates of affordable housing than what’s required, like at Lake Merritt 
where 44% of the 519 new units of housing are affordable. 

5. Describe your work addressing racial injustice and inequity in San Francisco. 

I think y’all know me and who I am, so I’m going to focus on a couple things that I’ve done in my 
short time on the BART Board. 

During the recent “sandwich incident,” I was the most vocal board member expressing concerns 
and going so far as to earn the wrath of BART POA for participating in a protest. I’ve now 
followed that up with a plan to audit all of BART’s “quality of life” citations and to examine and 
put an end to any potential bias, particularly racial bias, in BART policing. 

I have also been the most vocal board member in opposing the increase of BART police and to 
advance non-law enforcement presence at BART in the form of ambassadors. To that end, I’ve 
done walk throughs with the Muni ambassador program and SF HOT, met with SF OCEIA’s 
Community Ambassador Program, and held a public forum to discuss. This led to getting a 
formal recommendation from the former General Manager to pilot an ambassador program, and 
the BART Board is (finally) expected to take a position on that in January. 

6. How have you supported economically-underresourced LGBTQ San Franciscans, and 
how will you continue to do so if elected? 

Stepping up to run and serve on the Milk Club board was part of that. I wish I had more time to 
dedicate, but I’m always proud that Milk Club is a radically inclusive space particularly for poor 
and economically-underresourced LGBTQ folks and my choosing Milk as the LGBTQ 



club/organization I prioritize means that that’s the kind of space and the sort of people we need 
to lead on LGBTQ issues. We ain’t Pete Buttigiegs. 

Again, pointing to work I’ve done on the BART Board, we recently voted to create BART’s very 
first low-income fare program. (Yes, it’s 2019.) The discount is only at 20%, and I’ve been very 
outspoken meeting after meeting that the discount must increase to at least 50% at the end of 
the pilot. I’ve also spoken consistently that we should believe that free public transit can be a 
reality. Even saying those words meeting after meeting has been a radical act. 

While this is not an LGBTQ-specific issue, we know the stats: Trans folks are more likely to be 
unhoused at far higher rates and poverty amongst LGBTQ folks is similarly far higher than the 
rest of the population. If we can be radical about how we view affordability (e.g. BART should be 
free), economically-underresourced LGBTQ folks will benefit the most. 

7. Do you support State Senator Scott Wiener’s SB 50, a rezoning proposal to promote 
housing density? Why or why not? 

(Going to copy what I shared with League of Pissed Off Voters.) 
 
I regret supporting this the way I did.  
 
The previous BART Board had supported SB 827 (which I did not) and staff wanted to force a 
vote at the first meeting in February (my second real board meeting). I was successfully able to 
push back the vote and did cursory engagement with housing groups but it was insufficient. If a 
version of this bill returns in 2020 in the same form, I would not support it until I had done more 
work, engaged with groups, and had a better understanding of amendments on the table 
particularly around affordable housing minimums, tenant protections, community 
self-determination and demolition controls. 
 
8. What are your thoughts on the role of law enforcement and corporations in the  
annual Pride parade? 
 
It was so tough to be there with Milk Club as the protest was happening. I absolutely support the 
demand that law enforcement and corporations should be banned, but realistically, it’s hard to 
imagine the Pride Board moving forward with that; at best, I expect incremental reforms. If that’s 
the case, I’d echo the conversations we had at the Milk Club, which is to find ways to foster and 
grow an actually inclusive, progressive LGBTQ large-scale event if it’s not going to be the 
annual Pride parade. I also would strongly support Milk Club’s boycott of SF Pride as well if law 
enforcement and corporations continue to have an outsized and negative impact on the parade. 
 
9. Do you support lowering the voting age to 16 for local elections? Why or why not? 
 
Yes! I supported Prop F in 2016 (#Vote16) and would support it again. 
 
10. Who did you support in the recent District 5 Supervisorial race?  
 
I did not personally endorse. The two main organizations I have roles in are Milk Club (endorsed 
Dean) and the SF Bicycle Coalition (did not endorse), and I did GOTV with both. 
 



11. Who did you support in the recent District Attorney's race?  
 
I did not personally endorse. The two main organizations I have roles in are Milk Club (endorsed 
Chesa) and the SF Bicycle Coalition (endorsed Suzy), and I did GOTV with both. 
 
12.  Who did you support in the 2019 Mayor’s race? 
 
I did not personally endorse. The two main organizations I have roles in are Milk Club (did not 
endorse) and the SF Bicycle Coalition (endorsed London), and I did GOTV with both. 
 

  



Only SF DCCC Candidates 
(Please answer each question in 150 words or less.) 

 
 
1. Are you presently a member of the San Francisco DCCC? If so, did you obtain your 
position from an appointment? 
No 
 
2. Please explain three main goals you would like to achieve as a DCCC member. 
 
I want to be a good team player and hear the different priorities others have and work together 
towards a powerful, progressive platform if I am elected. With that said, here are three things I 
care about and would want to advance. 
 
1) Making public transit free: This is something I have said at nearly every BART Board meeting, 
and making this is a policy issue of the SF Democratic Party is a step in continuing to socialize 
and build momentum for this idea. 
 
2) Ending the homeless sweeps: I’m honestly disappointed that SFDCCC hasn’t stood with 
groups like Coalition on Homelessness to be more vocal about this. I think this slate has the 
new voices we need to collectively oppose Mayor Breed’s sweeps and be in solidarity with our 
city’s unhoused and marginally housed residents. 
 
3) Demystifying the “powerful Chinese community”: I think the westside has mostly been 
forgotten and left behind by San Francisco’s progressive community. Look at any club, from this 
one to Milk Club to LDC -- those memberships and certainly the leadership is overwhelmingly 
concentrated in AD17. With Gordon Mar’s win in November 2018 and Jane Kim’s strong 
westside showing June 2018, it’s time to engage the westside in progressive causes by building 
understanding and ties to what’s often tossed aside as conservative Chinese voters on the 
westside because we get caught up in progressive litmus tests. I have been and am excited to 
be a part of SF DCCC to continue that work. 
 
3. How will you make the local Democratic Party more accessible, relevant, and engaged 
to community members? 
Given everything that’s transpired in the last 48 hours, I think it’s time that DCCC seriously 
tackle a set of reforms to institutionally change the body. We need to rethink the ex officio 
members and I am very open to prohibiting current elected officials from running (or perhaps 
limiting the number of seats for current elected officials), which yes, would affect me. 
 
But ultimately, those reforms need to start from what a shared vision of DCCC is, and I think 
“accessible and relevant” is the right place to begin and from there, specific reforms will emerge. 
 
4. Do you support limits on DCCC fundraising? If so, explain how? 
Yes. I am voluntarily holding myself to the $500 limit and will not accept any corporate 
contributions. 
 
5. If you served on the DCCC during the 2019 endorsement process, how did you vote for 



 
Mayor: 
District Attorney: 
District 5 Supervisor: 
Prop C (Vaping): 
Prop D (Uber/Lyft Tax): 
Prop E (Teacher & Family Housing): 
Prop F (Sunlight on Dark Money): 
 
 
6. Do you support a candidate or candidates for President in 2020? Why? 
 
 
 

PART 2:  
 

Yes or No Questions 
(Please check Yes or No for each question.) 

 
GENERAL  
YES      NO 
 

1.  Are you registered to vote as a Democrat? x  
 

2. Have you ever sought elected office before? x  
 

3. Do you have a campaign consultant or other main point of contact? If so, 
who? __________________________________________________ 

 x 

 
4. Have you ever sought a Milk Club endorsement in the past? x  
 
LGBTQ ISSUES  
YES      NO 
 

5. Should the SFPD formally apologize for the decades of homophobic and 
transphobic abuses and violence it committed against the LGBTQ 
community that have spanned decades. 

x  

 
6. Do you support public funding for employment development for 
transgender job-seekers? 

x  



 
7. Do you support efforts to expand access to PrEP and the Getting to Zero 
initiative to end the HIV epidemic in San Francisco? 

x  

 
TENANT, HOUSING, AND DEVELOPMENT ISSUES                                       YES    NO 
  

8 Do you support the creation of an independent commission to oversee the 
Department of Homelessness and Supportive Services? 

x  

 
9. Do you support the split-role repeal of Proposition 13?  x  
 

10. Do you support the repeal of the Costa-Hawkins Rental Housing Act? x  
 

11. Do you support the repeal of the Ellis Act?  x  
 

12. Do you support increasing funding for enforcement capacity for Short 
Term Rental platforms, e.g. AirBnB and VRBO?  

x  

 
13. Do you support the sweeps of homeless encampments by the 
Department of Public Works? 

 x 

 
14. Do you support a vacancy tax on empty commercial properties? x  
 
 

15. Do you support a vacancy tax on empty residential properties? x  
 

16. Would you support a licensing system for landlords in San Francisco? x  
 

17. Do you support a public municipal bank in San Francisco? x  
 
IMMIGRATION JUSTICE ISSUES  
YES    NO 
 

18. Should U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement be abolished?  x  
 



19. Do you support San Francisco’s Sanctuary City status? x  
 

20. Do you support due process protections for immigrant youth accused of 
crimes? 

x  

 
21. Do you support localities allowing noncitizens to vote in local elections, 
including, but not limited to, the SF School Board? 

x  

 
22. Do you support increased funds for immigrant defense services? x  
 
SOCIAL JUSTICE, PUBLIC HEALTH, AND LABOR ISSUES YES    NO 
 

23. Do you support the death penalty?  x 
 

24. Do you support the use of tasers by law enforcement?   x 
 

25. Do you support requiring an independent investigation of all police 
officer-related shootings? 

x  

 
26. Should the Department of Police Accountability have the power to 
investigate allegations of misconduct by members of the Sheriff’s 
Department? 

x  

 
27. Should a civilian oversight commission for the Sheriff’s Department be 
created, with the power to suspend or terminate members of the 
department? 

x  

 
28. Do you support the implementation of supervised injection/consumption 
sites? 

x  

 
29. Do you support the decriminalization of sex work? x  
 

30. Have you ever crossed a union picket line or ignored a union boycott?  x 
 

31. Do you support the right for public sector employees to go on strike?  x  
 



32. Do you support AB 5, making it harder for companies to label workers as 
independent contractors instead of employees? 

x  

 
33. Do you support the recent vote by the SF Board of Supervisors to close 
Juvenile Hall? 

x  

 
34. Do you support the rebuilding of the county jail at 850 Bryant?  x 
 
EDUCATION AND YOUTH  
YES    NO 
 

35. Do you support expanding LGBTQ curriculum throughout San 
Francisco’s public schools? 

x  

 
36. Do you support the full, continuous funding for Free City College? x  
 

37. Do you think teachers' salaries should be increased to ensure a living 
wage in San Francisco? 

x  

 
38. Do you support the March 2020 ballot initiative known as the San 
Francisco Affordable Housing/Jobs Balanced Development Act (“M2”)? 

x  

 
ENVIRONMENTAL AND TRANSPORTATION ISSUES                                    YES    NO 
 

39. Do you support the recent bailout of Pacific, Gas, & Electric?  x 
 

40. Do you support the dissolution of Pacific, Gas, & Electric? x  
 

41. Do you support expanding the CleanPower SF program? x  
 

42. Should CEQA guidelines be reduced in order to increase development? 
 
JL: Maybe. If it increases affordable housing development that has strong 
community-driven support, then yes. But for all development, definitely not. 
Doing CEQA isn’t easy and it can be a serious burden on good, nonprofit 
affordable housing developers. 

  

 



43. Do you ride San Francisco public transit on a daily basis?  x  
 

44. Do you support free access to public transit for seniors,  
disabled persons, the economically disadvantaged, and the underserved? 

x  

 
45. Do you support a plan to provide free transportation citywide? x  
 

46. Do you support the ongoing switchbacks on the K, N, and T Muni lines?  x 
 

47. Should the mayor continue to appoint all commissioners to the SFMTA? 
 
JL: I’m open to split appointments but I realistically think the impact is 
limited. 

  

 
48. Did you support Measure D on the November 2019 ballot? x  
 
 
 
 
POLITICAL TRANSPARENCY         YES    NO 
 

50. Did you support the recent Sunlight on Dark Money (Prop F) ballot 
measure on the November 2019 ballot? 

x  

 
51. Does your campaign accept corporate contributions?  x 
 

52. Does your campaign accept contributions from individuals with a 
financial interest in land use matters valued at $5 million or more? 

 x 

 
53. Do you support expanding SF’s public financing program? x  

 
54. Do you support Supervisor Gordon Mar's charter measure to prohibit a 
mayoral appointment within 90 days of an election? 

x  

 
 


