
The Harvey Milk LGBTQ Democratic Club 
Candidate Questionnaire for March 2020 
 

Dear Candidate, 
 
Congratulations on declaring your candidacy. The Harvey Milk LGBTQ Democratic Club invites 
you to get to know us a little better as we plan our endorsements for the March 2020 primary 
election. Your participation in our Club’s questionnaire will allow our Membership to better 
understand who you are, what you stand for, and what you plan to accomplish if you are elected 
to office. 
 
There are two parts to our questionnaire plus additional questions for individual offices. Part 1 is 
a series of short-answer questions, with a 150-word limit on answers. Part 2 is a series of 
Yes/No questions covering a broad set of issues.  
 
Please email your answers to Political Action Committee (PAC) at pac@milkclub.org and to our 
Correspondent Lee Hepner at correspondent@milkclub.org. 
  
There will be an opportunity for you or a proxy to speak in person at the club’s PAC meeting on 
Saturday, December 7th from 11am to 6pm at the Women’s Building at 3543 18th Street. 
Please contact us at pac@milkclub.org or president@milkclub.org to schedule an appointment. 
And please note that your time will be limited to 5 minutes (including questions). So the 
content of this questionnaire will be the main source for endorsement consideration. 
 
Good Luck! 
 

Required Information 
 
Full Name: Shahid Buttar  
 
Office Sought: U.S. Representative, California’s 12th congressional district 
 
Mailing Address: 1769 15th St, San Francisco CA 94103 
 
Phone: 415-761-3475 
 
Email: info@shahidforchange.us 
 
Website: www.shahidforchange.us 
 
Are you a Member of the Harvey Milk LGBTQ Club?: Yes  
 



If so, since when?: 2019 
 
Do you identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and/or queer (LGBTQ)?:  
No 

PART 1: 
 
Questions for All Candidates 
(Please answer each question in 150 words or less.) 

 

1. Please describe your qualifications for the position you seek. Feel free to add anything 
that you would like our Members to know about you and your candidacy. 

My expertise, experience, vision, and demonstrations of intersectional solidarity are unrivaled.  
 
I’m a constitutional lawyer who trained at Stanford Law, and taught before graduating in 2003. My work 
has supported every major progressive social movement of the past two decades.  
 
Most recently, I advocated for our nation’s first municipal ban on the use of face surveillance 
technology, which was adopted by the San Francisco Board of Supervisors in spring 2019 and has already 
started a national policy debate in Congress.  
 
Impacting national policy is nothing new to me: 15 years ago, I organized the legal team for Jason West, 
the second mayor in the country to recognize the right of consenting adults to marry a partner of their 
choice, and the only one in the country to face criminal prosecution for showing solidarity with LGBTQ 
communities. At every point in between, I have waged prolific interdisciplinary struggles advancing the 
progressive movement from the local to the federal level.  
 
 

1. Do you have any key endorsements that you would like to share? Why are these 
endorsements meaningful to you? 

Matt Gonzalez: I volunteered on Matt’s 2003 mayoral campaign, am proud to call him a 
longstanding mentor, and am grateful for his advice, guidance, and endorsement of our 
campaign. 
 
People for Bernie: As the largest grassroots network supporting the election of our first Jewish 
President, I’m especially honored by this endorsement. The opportunity to offer Bernie 
supporters an outlet for their outrage towards corporate rule over Congress is a key part of our 
campaign strategy. We’ve also been endorsed by Bay Area for Bernie, and Left Flank Vets 
(previously Veterans for Bernie). 
 



Dr. Cornel West has been a voice of prophetic wisdom for decades, and I’ve admired his 
brilliance & eloquence. I secured his endorsement on a dance floor while listening to an old 
Prince track, and feel humbled by the chance to represent his views in our race. I’ve also been 
endorsed by three other surrogates of Bernie Sanders: Linda Sarsour, Shaun King, and 
Ramesh Srinivasan. 
 
Our campaign has also been endorsed by both the past and the future of the Board’s most 
progressive wing: Supervisor-Elect Dean Preston, as well as former SF Supervisors Eric Mar 
and Matt Gonzalez. 
 
I’ve been endorsed by the California Progressive Alliance, a statewide organization 
promoting progressive issues and candidates across the various political parties. The group’s 
founder, former Richmond Mayor Gayle McLaughlin, has also endorsed our campaign. 
 
Two global Internet luminaries have endorsed my campaign, with each of whom I have worked 
in the past: Harvard Law professor Lawrence Lessig, and renowned science fiction author and 
digital policy advocate Cory Doctorow. 
 
UC-Hastings labor law professor Veena Dubal has endorsed our campaign. I’m proud of her 
endorsement because of her visionary work defending the rights of workers in the gig 
economy. 
 
Other movement heroes endorsing our campaign include Medea Benjamin (peace & justice), 
Gladys Limon (environmental justice), and Jason West (LGBTQ rights). 
 
One of our most recent endorsements is from Former U.S. Senator and 2020 Presidential 
candidate Mike Gravel. He once served as the constitutional conscience of Congress, and 
helped ensure that the Ellsberg revelations were read into the congressional record. I see his 
legacy as especially crucial in an era of executive power run amok, and aim to revive it to meet 
the needs of the future. 
 
We’ve also been endorsed by a growing community of local organizations: Democratic 
Socialists of America (both the San Francisco and Silicon Valley chapters), the SF 
Berniecrats and Bay Area for Bernie.  
 
 
 

 

 

1. What do you see as the most important short-term and long-term solutions to SF’s 
homeless crisis? What can you do in your office to help end homelessness? 



Our local housing crisis has a federal root, and the catastrophic decline in federal spending on 
affordable housing over the past generation is one of the many reasons I’m running to represent 
our city in Washington. 

The most important thing we can do to address our increasingly untenable local housing crisis is 
to take federal action to shift the landscape across the country. I want to see tax dollars invested 
in block grants to HUD that enabled states to provide incentives to property developers to 
include affordable units in new developments programs revived, and expanded. 

 
I propose the federalization of the right to civil representation for people facing eviction, which               
was adopted by San Francisco in 2018 through Prop F. Federalizing that successful local              
innovation will require establishing a federal granting program to provide incentives and            
resources to states. 
 
Finally, Medicare for All will offer intersectional benefits, particularly in terms of both preventing 
homelessness, and ameliorating some of its impacts by enabling access to healthcare for 
mental illness. Medical costs are the leading cause of both bankruptcy and homelessness. 
Socializing those costs would prevent many unhoused folks from losing their homes. 
 

1. What are your plans to address housing affordability and economic inequality in San 
Francisco? What work have you done on these issues in the past?  

To truly empower the working class, it needs to be a national endeavor, which is why I hope to 
represent San Francisco in Congress. In Congress, I’ll work to secure universal healthcare, 
dramatic expansions in federal investments in affordable housing, and a livable federal 
minimum wage. I also support Senator Bernie Sanders’ federal housing plan, and the Green 
New Deal for Public Housing that he, Rep. Alexadria Ocasio-Cortez, and Rep. Ilhan Omar 
recently introduced. 
 

1. Describe your work addressing racial injustice and inequity in San Francisco.  

My existence is resistance: My campaign also intrinsically challenges racism and white 
supremacy by seeking to wrest power away from white officeholders, and replace the leader 
among the corporate Democrats in the House, in particular, with an immigrant from a particularly 
disfavored national origin.  

Defending civil rights and challenging police abuses: My work challenging police departments 
also intersects white nationalism, to the (unfortunately substantial) extent that white 
supremacists have successfully infiltrated law enforcement agencies.  



Police violence: In particular, my direct action in solidarity with the movement for black lives 
demonstrates my willingness to take political risks. I’ve participated in occupations of sites from 
Washington’s Union Station and DuPont Circle (where I was struck by an irate hedge fund 
lawyer who used his SUV as a battering ram to plow through a crowd), to a shopping malls in 
St. Louis, to an intersection outside a police precinct here in SF.  

Immigrant rights: I advocated as early as 2010 for the rights and authorities of sanctuary cities 
to dissent from federal immigration enforcement mandates. Since 2008, I’ve publicly supported 
local withdrawals from the FBI Joint Terrorism Task Forces, as well as local rejections of 
enforcement powers invited by 287(g) and the Secure Communities Initiative (S-COMM).  

1. How have you supported economically-underresourced LGBTQ San Franciscans, and 
how will you continue to do so if elected? 

I’ve been fighting for queer rights beyond SF for many years. My work representing Mayor 
Jason West from New Paltz, NY starting in 2004 helped catapult the movement for marriage 
equality from a local story isolated to San Francisco into a national debate. While we lost that 
case (as we expected to), it paved the way to organizing opportunities, a legislative victory in 
New York State five years after our case was decided, and a federal victory in the U.S. 
Supreme Court in 2015. Having spearheaded LGBTQ rights as a young cis, hertero, Muslim 
lawyer, I’m eager to continue fighting the right wing. 

In addition, my campaign platform includes universal healthcare, affordable housing, and 
debt-free public college. Each of these policies would serve the needs of 
economically-underresourced residents. 

1. Do you support State Senator Scott Wiener’s SB 50, a rezoning proposal to promote 
housing density? Why or why not? 

I oppose Senator Wiener’s proposed SB 50, because it would generate a massive windfall to 
property owners and developers while also driving displacement. The law also penalizes cities 
that have built dense transit corridors, while exempting from its requirements communities that 
have failed to invest in housing or transit options, which will ultimately exacerbate the problems 
that the law was reportedly proposed to solve. 
 
San Francisco and the rest of California deserve laws that serve communities, not just real 
estate developers. 
 
 
8. What are your thoughts on the role of law enforcement and corporations in the  
annual Pride parade? 
 



Police have a long history of butalizing the queer community and continue to be violent 
(especially towards trans women of color) to this day. They have no place in or at Pride. 

Corporations have only recently grown interested in “supporting” the queer community, due in 
large part to their self-interest and the economic oppoortunity that our communities represent to 
capital. It’s appaling that the very same oppressive capitalist forces that extract resources and 
labor from the queer community is also coming into what should be a queer sanctuary each 
year. Corporations should have no place in Pride. 

 

9. Do you support lowering the voting age to 16 for local elections? Why or why not? 
Yes. Elections have long term consequences that impact youth, many of whom pay more 
attention to social movements and public policy issues than distracted professionals. Young San 
Franciscians have the right to shape their future. 
 

10. Who did you support in the recent District 5 Supervisorial race?  
Dean Preston 
 

11. Who did you support in the recent District Attorney's race?  
Chesa Boudin  
 

12.  Who did you support in the 2019 Mayor’s race? 
I made no endorsement and cast no vote in this race in order to reduce the threshold required 
for future ballot measures. 
 

 
Only Congressional Candidates 
(Please answer each question in 150 words or less.) 
 

1. Please explain why you are running for Congress. 

I am running for office because I can’t turn a blind eye to corporate predation marginalizing the 
future. I’ve been an advocate for the public interest for 20 years, and for that entire time, I’ve 
watched Speaker Pelosi side with Wall Street and Washington against the San Francisco 
values that she claims credit for representing. 
 
The incumbent has failed to champion our city’s visionary values in Congress. Corporate 
Democrats have repeatedly proven complicit in ongoing abuses of corporate rule, including war 
for profit, our mounting global climate crisis, and predatory extractive so-called “healthcare” that 
kills Americans every day by denying them access to preventive care.  
 



I’m poised to help the left wing of Congress both by adding a vote to the Progressive Caucus 
and the ranks of its bolder members of color, and also by adding depth in constitutional law, civil 
liberties, tech regulation, and foreign policy. 
 
 
 

1. Briefly describe three achievements you have made in your Congressional district. 

Police surveillance: I advocated for the groundbreaking ban on face surveillance adopted here 
in San Francisco this spring, which reflects components of an organizing & policy strategy that I 
developed in 2010 to combat police abuses across the wars on drugs, terror, and immigration 
across their various dimensions at the local level, rather than in disempowering silos at the 
federal level. I also advocated in 2008 for the city to withdraw from the FBI’s Joint Terrorism 
Task Force. 

Direct action: My direct action history is prolific and spans both coasts. I joined 20,000 other San 
Franciscans in March 2003 to lay a non-violent 36-hour siege to the city protesting Bush’s invasion of 
Iraq; organized a one-day shutdown of a Lockheed Martin contractor in Santa Clara, CA; and was 
arrested blockading the entrance to Bechtel to protest the company’s disturbing privatization of water 
in the Iraqi desert. Since then, I’ve organized a banner drop in solidarity with Edward Snowden outside 
the NSA HQ at Ft. Meade, as well as a light brigade action at the Obama White House encouraging the 
president to #StopSpying. In 2005, I served as one among several spokespeople representing the 
Counter-Inaugural demonstrations challenging George W. Bush’s second term in office.  
 
Art & culture: My direct action organizing includes founding collectives of politicized performance artists 
in three cities (Palo Alto, San Francisco, and Washington, DC) that routinely participate in creative direct 
action and have, together, cultivate and trained hundreds (if not thousands) of political artists. Here in 
San Francisco, the Proto-Occupy poetry convergence that I co-founded in July 2003 has happened (not 
quite, but very nearly) every Thursday night for the past 16 years.  

 

1. How will you make the local Democratic Party more accessible, relevant, and engaging 
for community members? 

First, I will help make the party more accessible representationally, by liberating our city’s 
congressional seat from a wealthy landlord. I’ll also be more responsive to the district’s 
interests, on account of having built a network that spreads across its various neighborhoods 
and communities. As a candidate whose career includes both law and art, I’m uniquely poised 
to bridge gaps and communicate our issues to the broader public. 

 



1. Do you support Congresswoman Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez’s Green New Deal? Why or 
why not?  

Yes. Her plan is the most visionary solution to the mounting global climate crisis, and crucially 
reflects an intersectional approach to tackling its many challenges. In addition to envisioning 
world-historical investments in renewable energy infrastructure, the plan also calls for a just 
transition to ensure that workers displaced from fossil fuel-related industries can find alternative 
opportunities to participate—and thrive—in the green economy. 

 

1. Do you support Medicare For All? If so, how would you implement it?  

Yes. Healthcare is a human right, not a commodity. In contrast to Speaker Pelosi’s ongoing 
defense of a for-profit health system that preys on sick people and their families, I support the 
historic “Medicare for All” (M4A) proposal by Rep. Pramila Jayapal, H.R.1384. 
 
Our current predatory for-profit system kills people every day. It enriches pharmaceutical and 
health insurance companies to the detriment of patients, providers, and the care they’re able to 
provide. It treats sick people as extractive opportunities rather than people with dignity 
deserving care. 
 
M4A would recognize healthcare as a human right, funded through tax dollars. It would ensure 
that no American need ever go bankrupt or face homelessness simply because they fell ill. It is 
the only civilized approach to healthcare.  
 
M4A would also reduce overall costs. It would expand access to preventive care, which is 
dramatically more cost-effective than expensive and urgent crisis care. It would also reduce 
administrative waste and leverage synergies across multiple enterprises. Finally, a single-payer 
system would leverage economies of scale and the government’s purchasing power to drive 
down costs, especially for otherwise arbitrarily priced pharmaceuticals. 
 

1. Do you support reducing military spending, and diverting it towards domestic programs? 
If so, how would you help implement this?  

Congress must take action to restrict its blank check that enriches weapons contractors while 
impoverishing our nation.  
 
Corporate fraud, waste, and abuse pervade military procurement and scream out for stronger 
congressional oversight, as well as dramatic reductions in military spending. The results of a 
long overdue audit of the Department of Defense indicate that the Pentagon has lost track of a 
staggering $21 trillion,  

https://www.thenation.com/article/pentagon-audit-budget-fraud/
https://www.thenation.com/article/pentagon-audit-budget-fraud/


In particular, I will work to rationalize our military spending by seeking the closure of some U.S. 
military bases in foreign countries, and an end to any further funding for the failed & fraudulent 
$1.5 trillion F-35 Joint Strike Fighter program. 

Closing overseas bases and ending fraudulent corporate contracts would drive immense 
reductions in carbon emissions. The Pentagon has already recognized that climate change is 
among our greatest threats to national security. 

In the wake of the GOP tax scam passed by Congress, cuts to military spending will be 
necessary to secure—and expand—vital social services including student debt relief, early 
childhood education, medical and psychological services for veterans, and funding for 
affordable housing to address the urban housing crisis. 

 

7. Do you support reducing America’s military presence in other countries? 

In Congress, I will: 

● investigate, expose, and oppose any U.S. military intervention abroad, as well as covert 
operations that inherently undermine U.S. diplomatic strength and inflame international 
hostility, whatever the perceived tactical objectives. 

● work to limit military contracting and expose fraud, waste, and abuse pervading the 
sector. 

● organize support across Congress to restrict spending on expensive, high-tech weapons 
platforms. 

● secure a bipartisan consensus to phase out obsolete weapons platforms by crafting 
programs for a just transition for workers displaced from weapons manufacturing. 

● investigate and expose the role of corporate resource extraction industries, as well as 
weapons manufacturers, in promoting any proposed conflict or intervention. 

● prevent our military and intelligence agencies from contriving preventable future national 
security crises, as the CIA has sadly done relentlessly since it was created. 

● propose long overdue reforms to our “bloated and dysfunctional” national security 
classification system to enhance transparency and stop security classification (such as 
“confidential” or “top secret” designations) from being used to evade accountability for 
human rights violations. 

● continue to advocate for the public unredacted release of the CIA torture report whose 
continuing censorship prompted even Sen. Dianne Feinstein to decry a constitutional 
crisis. 

● support veterans and servicemembers by seeking the expansion of VA services across 
the entire medical system through a single-payer framework of the sort embodied in H.R. 
1384, introduced by Rep. Pramila Jayapal (D-WA). 

https://www.pogo.org/investigation/2019/03/f-35-far-from-ready-to-face-current-or-future-threats/
https://www.brennancenter.org/analysis/letter-president-obama-security-classification-reform-steering-committee
https://www.brennancenter.org/analysis/government-classifying-too-many-documents
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2016/sep/10/cia-senate-investigation-constitutional-crisis-daniel-jones
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2016/sep/10/cia-senate-investigation-constitutional-crisis-daniel-jones


● relentlessly pursue oversight responsibilities. Even without a seat in Congress, I have 
posed uncomfortable questions to executive officials that no legislator ever has, and 
even risked arrest for doing so. 

In spring 2019, we were part of a grassroots action at Speaker Pelosi’s office at which the 
Speaker changed her position on U.S. support for the Saudi genocide in Yemen, announcing 
her support for the historic 2019 War Powers Resolution spearheaded by Rep. Ro Khanna and 
Sen. Bernie Sanders. In the wake of President Trump’s veto, Congress has the opportunity to 
reiterate its assertion of constitutional war powers by denying funding to the White House, as 
proposed in an amendment by Rep. Adam Smith to the NDAA of 2020. Speaker Pelosi has not 
supported the amendment, suggesting that her support for constitutional war powers—like so 
many of her other positions—was more theatrical than sincere. 

Finally, our campaign has shown solidarity with the peace & justice movement by taking action 
against the right-wing coups in Venezuela & Bolivia, to stop escalation of the war in Syria, and 
to challenge the executive secrecy that obscures the U.S. role in each of those countries.  
 

1. What would you do to improve America’s current immigration policy? Give some 
examples. 

I’ve advocated for immigrant rights in many ways. I’ve: 

● participated in multiple occupations of the ICE office in San Francisco, and a protest at 
Pelosi fundraiser in the financial district the morning after she agreed to give Trump over 
$4.5 billion to fund his border concentration camps;  

● participated in occupations, marches, and rallies promoting immigrant rights in 
Washington DC, including one in which I was struck by an irate motorist and another in 
which we occupied Union Station;  

● advocated in San Francisco, Oakland, and Berkeley for restrictions on the intelligence 
gathering capacity of local jurisdictions (ie proposing stronger civilian oversight 
requirements, including a legislative veto) to strengthen local sanctuary commitments;  

● advocated for the nation’s first ban on face surveillance technology, which is poised to 
uniquely discriminate against immigrants, and built on the back of supposed immigrant 
deportation schemes of which I have been publicly critical for years.  

● Visited San Diego and the ICE & CBP migrant detention centers nearby, including the 
private detention center at Otay Mesa. I met with local human rights advocates, and 
have been sharing their concerns—addressing the rights of U.S. citizens as well as 
migrants—since returning. 

● I wrote FOIA requests seeking information about Salesforce contracts with ICE, CBP, 
and other DHS component agencies. 

https://shahidbuttar.com/arrested-for-asking-questions-about-corruption
https://www.thenation.com/article/house-vote-saudi-war-yemen-war-powers-resolution/


 

 

9. Do you support raising the Federal Minimum wage? If so, to what amount?  

Yes I support raising the Federal Mimimum wage to $15 an hour. 

 

10. Is your campaign accepting any corporate or PAC money? If so, please list those sources.  

No we are committed to rejecting all PAC money. 

 

1. What are your main strategies for meeting voters? 

We have a broad field campaign that has been going for many months. Our strategies include: 

● Deep canvassing (ie knocking on doors) 
● Voter ID (ie Phone banking, text banking) 
● Merchant Walks 
● Relational Organizing 
● Visibility at, eg, farmers markets, transit stops, and public events 
● Demonstrating solidarity with social movements 

 

12. Do you support a candidate or candidates for President in 2020? Why?  

I support Bernie Sanders. He is the only candidate in the field who has demonstrated solidarity 
with marginalized communities for 50 years. We promote an aligned vision, while also practicing 
a common method: like Bernie, I aim to place the movement before myself and before our 
campaign. That is the source of our strength. 

 
 
PART 2:  
 
Yes or No Questions 
(Please check Yes or No for each question.) 

 
GENERAL                                                                                                       YES      NO 
 

1.  Are you registered to vote as a 
Democrat? 

  



 Yes 
 

2. Have you ever sought elected 
office before? 

  

 Yes 
 

3. Do you have a campaign consultant or other main point of contact? 
If so, who?  

  

Yes, our campaign manager is Jasper Wilde. 
 

4. Have you ever sought a Milk Club 
endorsement in the past?  

  

Yes   

 
LGBTQ ISSUES                                                                                                YES      NO 
 

5. Should the SFPD formally apologize for the decades of 
homophobic and transphobic abuses and violence it committed 
against the LGBTQ community that have spanned decades. 

  

  Yes, though that’s far from sufficient. 
 

6. Do you support public funding for employment development for 
transgender job-seekers?  

  

Yes. 
 

7. Do you support efforts to expand access to PrEP and the Getting to 
Zero initiative to end the HIV epidemic in San Francisco? 

  

Yes 
 
TENANT, HOUSING, AND DEVELOPMENT ISSUES                                       YES    NO 
  

8 Do you support the creation of an independent commission to 
oversee the Department of Homelessness and Supportive Services? 

  

Yes. 
 



9. Do you support the split-role repeal of 
Proposition 13?  

  

Yes 
 

10. Do you support the repeal of the Costa-Hawkins 
Rental Housing Act?  

  

Yes 
 

11. Do you support the repeal of the 
Ellis Act?  

  

Yes 
 

12. Do you support increasing funding for enforcement capacity for 
Short Term Rental platforms, e.g. AirBnB and VRBO?  

  

Yes 

13. Do you support the sweeps of homeless encampments by the 
Department of Public Works? 

  

No 
 

14. Do you support a vacancy tax on empty 
commercial properties?  

  

Yes   

 

15. Do you support a vacancy tax on empty 
residential properties?  

  

Yes 
 

16. Would you support a licensing system for landlords 
in San Francisco?  

  

Yes 
 

17. Do you support a public municipal bank in 
San Francisco?  

  

Yes 
 



 
IMMIGRATION JUSTICE ISSUES                                                                     YES    NO 
 

18. Should U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement be abolished?  

  

Yes. ICE is a rogue agency that routinely violates legal limits on its powers and refuses to 
respect human rights. 

 

19. Do you support San Francisco’s 
Sanctuary City status?  

  

Yes, and my work in the past has helped strengthen it by preventing city resources from being 
used to conduct surveillance that could be used by federal authorities to accentuate 
immigration enforcement. 

 

20. Do you support due process protections for immigrant 
youth accused of crimes?  

  

Yes 
 

21. Do you support localities allowing noncitizens to vote in local 
elections, including, but not limited to, the SF School Board? 

  

Yes 
 

22. Do you support increased funds for immigrant 
defense services?  

  

Yes 
 
SOCIAL JUSTICE, PUBLIC HEALTH, AND LABOR ISSUES                     YES    NO 
 

23. Do you support the death 
penalty?  

  

No 
 

24. Do you support the use of tasers by 
law enforcement?  

  

I would support the use of tasers to the extent their deployment entails otherwise disarming 
police. 

 



25. Do you support requiring an independent investigation of all police 
officer-related shootings?  

  

Yes 
 

26. Should the Department of Police Accountability have the power to 
investigate allegations of misconduct by members of the Sheriff’s 
Department?  

  

Yes, or another analogous body. 
 

27. Should a civilian oversight commission for the Sheriff’s 
Department be created, with the power to suspend or terminate 
members of the department?  

  

Yes 
 

28. Do you support the implementation of supervised 
injection/consumption sites?  

  

Yes 
 

29. Do you support the decriminalization 
of sex work?  

  

Yes 
 

30. Have you ever crossed a union picket line or 
ignored a union boycott?  

  

No 
 

31. Do you support the right for public sector 
employees to go on strike?  

  

Yes 
 

32. Do you support AB 5, making it harder for companies to label 
workers as independent contractors instead of employees?  

  

Yes 
 

33. Do you support the recent vote by the SF Board of 
Supervisors to close Juvenile Hall?  

  



Yes 
 

34. Do you support the rebuilding of the county 
jail at 850 Bryant?  

  

No 
 
EDUCATION AND YOUTH                                                                                 YES    NO 
 

35. Do you support expanding LGBTQ curriculum throughout San 
Francisco’s public schools?  

  

Need to learn more here. 
 

36. Do you support the full, continuous funding for 
Free City College?  

  

Yes 

37. Do you think teachers' salaries should be increased to ensure a 
living wage in San Francisco?  

  

Yes 
 

38. Do you support the March 2020 ballot initiative known as the San 
Francisco Affordable Housing/Jobs Balanced Development Act 
(“M2”)?  

  

Yes 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL AND TRANSPORTATION ISSUES                                    YES    NO 
 

39. Do you support the recent bailout of Pacific, 
Gas, & Electric?  

  

No 
 

40. Do you support the dissolution of Pacific, 
Gas, & Electric?  

  

Yes, as a private corporation. I would favor its nationalization or municipalization. 
 

41. Do you support expanding the 
CleanPower SF program?  

  

Yes 



 

42. Should CEQA guidelines be reduced in order to 
increase development?  

  

Absolutely not. 
 

43. Do you ride San Francisco public transit on a daily basis?    

Yes 
 

44. Do you support free access to public transit for 
seniors,  
disabled persons, the economically disadvantaged, 
and the underserved?  

  

Yes 

45. Do you support a plan to provide free 
transportation citywide?  

 
 

 

Yes 
 

46. Do you support the ongoing switchbacks on the K, 
N, and T Muni lines?  

  

Need to learn more here. 
 

47. Should the mayor continue to appoint all 
commissioners to the SFMTA? 

  

 No. At least SFMTA commissions should be independent of the mayor. 
 

48. Did you support Measure D on the 
November 2019 ballot?  

  

Yes 
 

 

 

 

 

 



POLITICAL TRANSPARENCY         YES    NO 
 

50. Did you support the recent Sunlight on Dark Money (Prop F) 
ballot measure on the November 2019 ballot?  

  

Yes 
 

51. Does your campaign accept corporate 
contributions?  

  

No 
 

52. Does your campaign accept contributions from individuals with a 
financial interest in land use matters valued at $5 million or more?  

  

Yes. We don’t have the capacity to vet the real estate holdings of every one of our 7,600 
donors. 
 

53. Do you support expanding SF’s public 
financing program?  

  

Yes. I’d like to expand it across the country. 
 

54. Do you support Supervisor Gordon Mar's charter measure to 
prohibit a mayoral appointment within 90 days of an election?  

  

Yes 


