
 District Attorney Recall Questionnaire 

 We invite you to participate in our club’s process for deciding our positions on the 
 upcoming recall election. 

 There are two steps in our process: 

 2.  Submit  your completed questionnaire by December  13th 
 3.  Speak  at our combined PAC/General Membership Meeting  on December 14th, 
 when our endorsement vote will take place 

 Please return your completed questionnaire to  pac@milkclub.org  and to 
 correspondent@milkclub.org  no later than December  13th. 

 Your questionnaire responses will weigh heavily in our overall endorsement process. 

 Good luck! 

 — The Harvey Milk LGBTQ Democratic Club 
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 Required Information 

 Full Name:  Chesa Boudin 

 Campaign Address:  2390 31st. Ave #103 San Francisco,  CA 94116 

 Campaign Phone:  (707) 241-5701 

 Campaign Email:  chesa@chesaboudin.com  ,  zaki@chesaboudin.com 

 Campaign Website:  chesaboudin.com 

 Campaign Consultant or Main Point of Contact:  Zaki  Shaheen (Campaign Manager) 

 Political Party:  Democrat 

 Are you a Member of the Harvey Milk LGBTQ Club?:  Yes 

 If so, since when?:  2019 

 Have you run for office before?:  Yes 

 Have you ever sought our endorsement before?:  Yes 

 Do you identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and/or queer (LGBTQ)?:  No 
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 Questions 

 1. Describe your achievements as District Attorney. Feel free to add anything that you 
 would like our Members to know about you and your record. 

 In 2019, I ran for District Attorney to bring long-overdue reforms to our criminal 
 justice system – I ran to make the system more just and San Francisco safer.  San 
 Franciscans elected me because I promised to deliver on widely popular criminal 
 justice reform measures that would promote safety and justice. Specifically, I 
 campaigned on three core platforms: (1) prioritize support for victims and survivors of 
 crime; (2) ensure that our laws are equally enforced -- including when police or 
 corporations are the ones committing crimes; and (3) reduce crime and end mass 
 incarceration by focusing on root causes of crime. During my short time in office, less 
 than two years, I have already delivered on many of the core campaign promises that 
 got me elected. 

 I presided over a historic expansion of victim services. This expansion has 
 included increasing language access for all victims, providing services to victims 
 whether or not police arrest the perpetrator, creating positions for the first ever 
 property crime advocates, providing housing for victims of domestic violence, offering 
 victims of police violence equal access to victims services, piloting a program to 
 support small businesses impacted by vandalism, partnering with campuses to serve 
 survivors of sexual assault, and much more. 

 I created a first of its kind Worker Protection Unit in the office that has filed 
 historic lawsuits against DoorDash and Handy, two corporations that have unlawfully 
 misclassified hundreds of thousands of California employees as independent 
 contractors. I have also launched investigations into corporate wage theft and labor 
 trafficking. I filed criminal cases against city employees engaged in corruption. I have 
 filed the first ever homicide charges against San Francisco police officers in two 
 separate cases. Both cases involved on duty police officers who shot and killed 
 unarmed Black men. 

 I instituted an office policy ending this office’s practice of asking for cash bail as 
 a condition of release. We must ensure that pretrial incarceration is based on a risk to 
 public safety, not on whether a person has money to purchase their release. I reduced 
 the juvenile jail population by more than half through expanding community 
 placements and partnerships. When COVID hit San Francisco, we were warned by 
 public health officials and epidemiologists that COVID could sweep through the jails, 
 and from there through the City.  Working in partnership with jail medical staff, we 
 safely reduced the jail population to avoid a COVID outbreak. This reduction in the jail 
 population led the City to be able to successfully close the seismically unsafe county 
 jail #4, saving millions of dollars annually. I created an independent Innocence 
 Commission to review old cases and ensure no one is languishing behind bars for a 
 crime they did not commit. I established a resentencing unit to undo past, excessive 
 sentences including getting the last person on death row from San Francisco 
 resentenced, effectively ending San Francisco’s use of the death penalty. We 
 dramatically increased referrals to mental health treatment and sponsored state 
 legislation to provide universal basic income to young adults aging out of foster care. I 
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 increased my office’s charging rate for sexual assaults and conviction rate for 
 homicides. As San Francisco and the entire country have experienced a surge in gun 
 violence, I initiated a groundbreaking lawsuit against three manufacturers of ghost 
 guns. We cannot simply wait for the next shooting, nor can we arrest and incarcerate 
 our way to firearm-free streets: we must hold accountable those responsible for selling 
 and shipping illegal ghost guns into our communities. 

 I’m proud of the work we’ve done during the less than two years that I’ve been 
 in office, particularly given the pandemic that so dramatically reshaped how and where 
 we work. I am also acutely aware of how much work is ahead of me as we continue to 
 fight for equal justice under the law, and for a city where everyone is and feels safe. 

 2. What groups or noteworthy individuals are supporting you, and opposing your 
 recall? Which of these endorsements is most meaningful to you? 

 I am proud to have the endorsements of San Francisco Supervisors Connie Chan, Aaron 
 Peskin, Gordon Mar, Dean Preston, Matt Haney, Hillary Ronen and Shaman Walton. I have 
 the endorsements of former Supervisors Norman Yee, John Avalos, Sandy Fewer, Eric Mar, 
 Sophie Maxwell, and David Campos. I also have the endorsements of Phil Ting, Mark Leno, 
 Mabel Teng, and Tom Ammiano. These endorsements mean so much to me because they 
 represent a diverse breadth of the many great leaders that serve the San Francisco 
 community. I’m inspired by the support I have from the leaders who represent the many 
 districts, neighborhoods, and unique communities that make up our city. I’m honored to 
 have the support of the Sierra Club, the ACLU, and the San Francisco Democratic party. I 
 have the support of SEIU Local 1021, SEIU Local 87, SEIU Local 2015, ILWU, NUHW, AFT 
 Local 2121, UESF, UNITEHERE! Local 2, SF Rising Action Fund, and the Working Families 
 Party of California. I value labor, and my partnerships with our city’s incredibly important 
 unions so much, so these endorsements mean a lot to me. I’m also honored to have the 
 endorsements of organizations like Rose Pak Dem Club, Latinx Dem Club, and Chinese 
 Progressive Association that represent our city’s communities of color, and of legendary 
 leaders like Angela Davis and Rev. Jessie Jackson. For a complete list of endorsements, 
 please visit our website at chesaboudin.com. 

 3. How did you approach the impacts of COVID-19 on the criminal legal system? As 
 we continue to emerge from the pandemic, is there anything your office plans to do 
 differently? 

 From the first moments of the pandemic, just a couple of months into my term, my office 
 moved quickly to take all possible steps to reduce the impacts of the disease on system 
 impacted folks. By taking necessary steps to reduce our jail population, including cutting 
 the juvenile detention rate in half and eliminating cash-bail, we were able to create much 
 safer conditions in our jails- social distancing could be observed, public health was 
 prioritized, and the spread of the pandemic was eliminated in the jail. Research has shown 
 that such reductions during the pandemic reduced Bay Area infections and saved lives. 
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 During this time, my office also partnered with the city to provide housing for survivors of 
 domestic violence to ensure they weren’t forced to shelter in place with their abusers. We 
 piloted a program to provide safe transportation for victims of sexual assualt. 
 Among other things, COVID taught us about the intersections between public health and 
 public safety and demonstrated, yet again, why mass incarceration actually makes us less 
 safe. These are programs that I want to see remain in effect. Public health goes 
 hand-in-hand with public safety- and I look forward to continuing my office’s focus on 
 increasing access to safe and health-conscious conditions, in accordance with our public 
 health officials,  as we emerge from the pandemic and beyond. 

 4. Recall proponents have blamed you for an alleged increase in crime. How do you 
 respond to this criticism? 

 The counter-narrative that my office is to blame for crime in San Francisco is simply false, 
 and when we take an objective look at the data, we see a very different story than that 
 which has been aggressively pushed by the republican big-money proponents of the recall 
 during the past year. The recallers claim that crime has increased since I took office. But 
 crime has gone down or stayed near historic lows in almost every major category during 
 my term. The categories of crime that have increased have increased across the country 
 and by far more in tough-on-crime jurisdictions. The recallers claim that I am not 
 prosecuting crime. But my office has prosecuted at a rate higher to that of my predecessor, 
 and at a rate higher than other district attorneys around the Bay Area. The recallers claim 
 that I am not prosecuting cases of retail theft. But my office has charged over 82% of these 
 cases during the past two years- rates significantly higher than they were before I took 
 office. My homicide conviction rate and my sexual assault charging rate are up compared 
 to the prior administration. The data speaks for itself- but the recallers are cherry-picking, 
 fearmongering, and ignoring the truth. 

 5. What has your office done to support victims of crime, and victim services? 

 Since taking office, I have placed a great emphasis on centering the voices of victims in our 
 work, and increasing the services and supportive mechanisms that the San Francisco 
 District Attorney’s office provides for victims. We created a pilot program to expand testing 
 for toxicology samples in sexual assault cases. We created housing programs for victims of 
 domestic violence. We implemented policies to require interpreters for non-English 
 speaking victims who attend court proceedings. We achieved historic expansions of the 
 office’s victim services division, including adding new victim services advocates and hiring 
 Kasie Lee to be the first ever Cantonese speaking Chief of Victim Services. We secured a 
 grant to expand victim-centered restorative justice responses to harm. We created an 
 internal policy to compensate victims of police violence just like any other victim, so 
 families whose loved ones are victims of police violence don’t have to rely on GoFundMe 
 accounts to pay funeral, burial, and medical expenses. We signed an MOU with local 
 universities to combat on-campus sexual assault, and signed an MOU with UCSF’s Project 
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 Wraparound to assist victims of gun violence. This is just a partial list of all our efforts to 
 improve victim services in the last two years. Victims’ perspectives and needs must 
 continue to be uplifted in the work that we do, and I am dedicated to maintaining this 
 approach as a core value of my office. 

 6. How do you respond to allegations of mismanagement in your office? 

 Office turnover, and ideological debate over policy are not new phenomenons that arose 
 when I took over as San Francisco District Attorney. That is a false narrative that has been 
 pushed by proponents of the recall. The pandemic has led to what the New York Times has 
 referred to as “the great resignation” across the country. My office has seen substantial 
 turnover, consistent with the several years before I took office. I was elected on a platform 
 of profound system change. Achieving the change San Francisco voters want and our 
 criminal justice system so urgently needs is not going to happen without bringing in new 
 energy, new perspectives, and new staff. I’m proud of the diverse staff I’ve hired and my 
 entire office remains wholly focused on the work of increasing public safety, while 
 implementing criminal justice reform. 

 7. How have you supported LGBTQ San Franciscans as District Attorney? How have 
 you supported other marginalized communities that have been disproportionately 
 impacted by violence in San Francisco, such as our Asian community members? 

 Supporting communities that are disproportionately affected by violence and crime is 
 essential to promoting public safety in our city. Through my office’s expanded victim’s 
 services unit, we have invested time and resources to making sure that particularly 
 vulnerable communities, including the intersectional LGBTQ communities in our city, are 
 accounted for and appropriately served. During the rash of anti-AAPI hate crimes this year, 
 my office stepped up. We dedicated an Assistant District Attorney to prosecuting hate 
 crimes. We provided dozens of hate crime/ hate incident trainings to non-profit 
 organizations, government agencies, and the public. We developed an officer field guide for 
 SFPD officers to use in interviewing witnesses and victims and collecting evidence of 
 potential hate crimes. We staffed a hate crime hotline. We more than doubled the number 
 of Cantonese speaking staff in the office. We collaborated with SFPD to release a PSA on 
 hate crime awareness. We cosponsored a state bill to fund grants to support victims of 
 hate crimes. I conducted merchant walks in every major Chinese merchant corridor in the 
 city. My office is dedicated to continuing to put the voices of our most vulnerable 
 communities first to ensure equitable and just outcomes. 
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 8. Prosecution is one tool, of many available. In what ways is it useful; in what ways is 
 it overused or misused? 

 Prosecution as a way to hold people who cause harm is a core function of my office. But 
 we must move away from the archaic notion that throwing people behind bars is a solution 
 for all of society’s ills- it’s not. And that’s why we’ve begun as a society to look at the 
 research and data that has shown mass-incarceration to not only be a wasteful and 
 ineffective way to deal with crime, but that it also causes lasting harm in communities, 
 creating negative impacts that echo through generations. That’s why criminal justice reform 
 is so important in today’s complex world- the issues facing our communities are not 
 monolithic- and so of course a singular approach to solving these issues won’t work. 
 Incarceration is appropriate to protect the public from people who use violence to cause 
 harm and undermine public safety. And in many cases, there are alternative, restorative 
 methods of justice that data and empirical studies have shown can bring more complete 
 justice to those impacted by crime, and have lasting effects on deterring future crime. We 
 must continue to adapt our approaches to justice through a centering of victims and of the 
 communities impacted by crimes, so that we can bring lasting safety and justice to these 
 communities rather than continuing to perpetuate costly and devastating cycles of 
 recidivism. 

 9. Describe your relationship with SFPD. Are there things you wish SFPD would do or 
 approach differently? 
 My office, the SFPD, and the courts are all partners within the criminal justice system of our 
 city. We are parts of the same system, and must work together for the system to be 
 effective. The police bring my office arrests, and then my office makes charging decisions 
 and the court makes release/detention decisions and imposes sentences. We rely on the 
 success of the police department in arresting people who commit crimes, so that we can 
 do our job of prosecuting crime. If police do not make an arrest or thoroughly investigate a 
 crime, we cannot hold anyone accountable. It’s a symbiotic relationship which I fully intend 
 to continue fostering and working to improve. We also need to remember that the Police 
 Officers Association has vigorously attacked every person who has held this office going 
 back decades. The POA has resisted every effort at criminal justice reform and police 
 accountability. I am committed to equal enforcement of the law, including prosecuting 
 those officers who themselves commit crimes. The POA demands impunity for its members 
 and that will always be a point of tension because in my administration no one is above the 
 law, not even police. 

 10. How do you see the recall effort against you in the larger context of the 
 movements for criminal justice reform, progressive prosecution, decarceration, and 
 politics writ large? 
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 During the past several years, there has been a national shift toward criminal justice reform. 
 Voters in major cities across the country have elected progressive district attorneys, judges, 
 and other local officials with an eye toward justice reforms that build safety and expand 
 alternatives to incarceration. And across the country the reforms that folks voted for have 
 been enacted. What we’ve seen this year is an all-out attack on the movement for criminal 
 justice reform by the establishment- threatened by our shift away from mass incarceration 
 to community and victim driven solutions. 

 San Francisco has long been a leader in progressive social and political shifts in the 
 US, and the same is true of the current national fight for criminal justice reform. Our city is 
 at the epicenter of this fight- and what happens here will set a national precedent and send 
 ripple effects across the country. And folks are aware of the unique stake San Francisco 
 has in this fight- it’s why justice organizations and prominent leaders all over the country 
 have rallied behind us. And that is why national republican donors are funding the recall 
 against us. It is imperative that we defeat this recall so that we can continue delivering on 
 the promises we made that won your endorsement in 2019, striving for a broader vision of 
 public safety and justice in San Francisco, and leading the country as we move away from 
 the failed polices of mass incarceration and towards a system that reflects our values and 
 lifts up our communities. 
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