
Harvey Milk LGBT Democratic Club 
Questionnaire for Candidates for June 2014

Required Information

Full Name:  Betty Ting Yee

Office Sought:  California State Controller

Mailing Address:  381 Bush Street, Suite 300, San Francisco, CA 
94104 

Phone:  (415) 692-3556  

Email:  betty@bettyyee.com 

Website:  www.BettyYee.com

Are you a member of the Harvey Milk Club? No

If so, when did you first join?

Are you lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, or queer (LGBTQ)? No

PART 1: Short-Answer Questionnaire 

1)Please describe your qualifications for the position you seek (include your key issues/
priorities if elected and what distinguishes you from other candidates seeking the 
same job), plus anything else that you’d like our members to know about you and 
your candidacy.  I have over 29 years of experience in public finance and tax policy, 
currently serving as your elected member on the CA State Board of Equalization.  
Along with my educational experience (BA from UC Berkeley and Master’s in Public 
Administration from Golden Gate University), I am the most qualified candidate to 
serve as California’s next Controller.  With a passion to address the crisis of income 
inequality, my three priorities when elected are to lead the long-overdue effort for 
comprehensive tax reform; preserve retirement security for public employees and 
teachers; and model strong environmental stewardship by applying responsible and 
sustainable environmental practices to our State lands, waterways, and natural 
resources.  I have been running a strong grassroots-focused campaign for over two 
years, yet meeting my fundraising goals against a well-financed opponent such that 
I have the overwhelming majority of the statewide Democratic slate cards secured.  
Early polling shows my educational background and professional experience 
resonate well with statewide voters, even against a well-financed opponent who 
shares the same level of name recognition with me yet is perceived as being too 
much a politician and not the finance expert we need in the office of Controller.                   
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2)What are three issues/pieces of legislation that you would champion if elected to 
office?  Although not a legislator, I would sponsor legislation that would move 
LGBTQ persons further toward attaining true and full equality, especially as it relates 
to economic discrimination that includes:

 Workplace discrimination that prevent LGBTQ persons from attaining broad 
economic opportunities, such as that focused on supplier diversity.

 Tax inequities that treat LGBTQ couples differently from straicouples.

 Much needed relief for small businesses, including LGBTQ-owned businesses.

3)How have you been an advocate for the LGBTQ community? Please provide specific 
examples.  Yes, I have been a long-time advocate for the LGBTQ community in my 
professional capacities and as a citizen, as follows:

 As a county public health commissioner in the early to mid-1980s, advising 
county officials about strategies to address the HIV/AIDS epidemic in a 
comprehensive manner through outreach, education, and prevention to rid 
the stigma that HIV/AIDS is a “gay” disease; 

 As the CA State Budget Director, advocating for funding and policies on behalf 
of the Administration before the Legislature relating to HIV/AIDS education, 
prevention, and treatment that included, among other things, programming 
the federal Ryan White Care Act funds and working with pharmaceutical 
companies on drug rebates under the AIDS Drug Assistance Program; 

 As an elected member of the CA State Board of Equalization, working in the 
absence of marriage equality provisions under CA law, to enact property tax 
and income tax equity for same-sex couples pursuant to rulemaking and 
legislation; submitting letters of support and letters of opposition on LGBT-
related bills sponsored and watched, respectively, by EQCA and me; 
successfully leading the Board’s response from the Superior Court to the CA 
Supreme Court to litigation brought forth by county assessors on property tax 
equity for same-sex couples; issuing tax filing information for same-sex 
couples post-US Supreme Court decision to repeal the Defense of Marriage 
Act, including continued outreach to the LGBTQ community on domestic 
partnerships; and

 As a member of the Equality California Institute (EQCAI) board, serving to 
stabilize the largest LGBT rights organization in California by focusing on 
implementation of previously enacted bills and helping to articulate the 
evolving vision of EQCA/I.

 Spoke out against Proposition 8 and was the third highest financial 
contributor among elected officials to the No on 8 campaign.

4)LGBTQ elders face a number of challenges, including finding affordable housing, 
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accessing health care and a general lack of services. Older people living with HIV 
face similar challenges. If you were elected, what would you do to help address 
these challenges?  I would shed light on these challenges by highlighting:   the 
economic burden of all taxpayers if we do not care for our elders; anti-discrimination 
laws that protect all LGBTQ persons with respect to public accommodations 
(including housing and health care); and the inclusion of special needs housing to 
accommodate lower income LGBTQ elders as part of any State affordable housing 
needs assessment and plan.

5)Similarly, LGBTQ youth face challenges including bullying and a high rate of 
homelessness if ostracized by their families. If you are elected, what would you do 
to help these youth?  I consider it my responsibility as a citizen to enforce and 
ensure enforcement and compliance of all anti-discrimination laws, including those 
affecting LGBTQ youth.  Bullying can be stopped and even prevented but it takes all 
(schools, parents, community) working together to call out bullying and to model 
respectful behavior.  The worst thing anyone can do is sit idly and ignore a situation 
where bullying is occurring.  As societal needs change, it is clear that more special 
needs housing is necessary, including transitional and supportive housing for LGBTQ 
youth who have been ostracized by their families. 

6)Supervised injection facilities or drug consumption facilities have been shown to 
reduce new HIV and hepatitis infections, overdose deaths, and public drug use, and 
to increase linkage to medical care and substance use treatment and save money, 
yet they remain controversial and illegal. If you are elected, what would you do to 
advocate for supervised injection sites?  Although not squarely in the purview of the 
Controller’s office, I would make the economic case for supervised injection sites, 
highlighting their effectiveness and efficacy as shown through studies and research. 

7)Do you support repeal or reform of the Ellis Act? What would you do to fight for 
housing affordability?  I support reform of the Ellis Act to prevent abuses by real 
estate speculators and to preserve the rental housing stock.  As an opponent to the 
dissolution ((versus the reform) of redevelopment agencies, I would fight for a 
successor to redevelopment in state law that focuses on financing affordable 
housing as well as advocate as a member of the CA Tax Credit Allocation Committee, 
for increasing tax credits for affordable housing.  Last year, I championed the 
preservation of the property tax exemption for affordable housing in instances where 
developers had payment-in-lieu-of-taxes (PILOT) agreements with local jurisdictions.  

8)What kind of reform of Prop 13 is needed, if any? Would you support a split-roll 
property tax system?  Assessing commercial property differently, especially closing 
the loophole by re-defining what constitutes a change in ownership (partial stock 
ownership changes) is needed.  I support a split-roll property tax system if 
considered as part of a comprehensive tax reform effort as there are several 
challenges relating to such a system (e.g., commercial property includes multi-family 
housing) and there are political hurdles to getting a split-roll by itself enacted (e.g., 
we need to look at the entire tax system to ascertain fairness in the tax burden).
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9)What is your position on online voting? If you support, what would you do to 
implement a secure online voting system?  I believe we need to proceed with 
caution on online voting to gain broader public trust and support, to identify and 
address the potential security, capacity, and capability issues from the government 
and voter end, and to ensure increased voter participation.  Online voter registration 
is a good start for increasing voter participation. 

PART 2: Yes/No Questionnaire
Please check Yes or No for each question. 

GENERAL               YES       NO
1. Are you registered to vote as a Democrat? X
1. Have you ever run for elected office before? X
1. Do you have a campaign consultant? If so, who: 
Parke Skelton, SG&A Campaigns, Pasadena, CA X

1. Have you ever sought the Milk Club endorsement in the past? X

LGBTQ ISSUES
1. Do you fully support same-sex marriage equality? X
1. Do you support anti-discrimination laws for lesbian, gay, bisexual, 

and transgender people? X

1. Do you support including full transgender health benefits in Covered 
California health plans? X

1. Do you support public funding for employment development for 
transgender individuals? X

TENANT, HOUSING, AND DEVELOPMENT ISSUES 
1. Do you support rent control? X
1. Have you ever been involved as homeowner, buyer or agent in the 

eviction of a tenant? X

RACIAL AND IMMIGRATION JUSTICE ISSUES 
1. Do you support driver’s licenses for undocumented persons? X
1. Do you support localities allowing noncitizens to vote in local 

elections, including but not limited to school board? X

1. Do you support the protection of due process for immigrant youth 
accused of crime? X

1. Do you support the DREAM Act? X

SOCIAL JUSTICE, HEALTH, NIGHTLIFE AND LABOR ISSUES      YES       NO
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1. Do you support capital punishment (death penalty)? X
1. Do you support the decriminalization of sex work? X
1. Did you support Prop 35 in November 2012? X
1. Did you support Sen. Leno's 2013 bill (or at least the concept) to 

allow localities to allow bars to serve liquor until 4 AM? X

1. Do you support reducing simple drug possession from a felony to a 
misdemeanor? X

1. Do you support the legalization, taxation, and regulation of adult 
recreational use of marijuana? X

1. Do you support a woman’s right to choose and access a safe and 
legal abortion under all circumstances? X

1. Have you ever crossed a union picket line or violated a union 
boycott? X

1. Do you support the Domestic Workers’ Bill of Rights? X

EDUCATION AND YOUTH ISSUES
1. Did you support AB 1266 (rights for transgender students)? X
1. Do you support the Common Core education standards? X
1. Do you support lowering the threshold to pass a local parcel tax for 

education to 55%? X

ENVIRONMENTAL AND TRANSPORTATION ISSUES
1.  Do you support California's high speed rail plans? X
1. Do you support Governor Brown's Delta Tunnels plan? X
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