
Required Information

Full Name:  Carol Kingsley

Office Sought:  San Francisco Superior Court Judge Seat 20

Mailing Address:  One Sansome Street, 35th floor, San Francisco, CA 94104 

Phone: 415-562-7418  

Email:  info@kingsley4judge.com 

Website:  www.kingsley4judge.com

Are you a member of the Harvey Milk Club?  No

If so, when did you first join?

Are you lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, or queer (LGBTQ)?  No

PART 1: Short-Answer Questionnaire 

1)Please describe your qualifications for the position you seek (include your key issues/
priorities if elected and what distinguishes you from other candidates seeking the 
same job), plus anything else that you’d like our members to know about you and 
your candidacy.

My service as attorney, mediator, and community leader includes: 

• 30 years practicing law in California. 
• 10 years as professional mediator, resolving cases in litigation. 
• San Francisco Police Commissioner and Ethics Commissioner, twice as 

Chair.
My experience with criminal and civil law gives me the skills to resolve 
disputes and make impartial decisions as Superior Court Judge. 
I also understand firsthand the experience of crime victims. In 1993, my 
husband Jack Berman, along with eight others, was killed in the 101 California 
shooting. I have served since its early inception on the Law Center to Prevent 
Gun Violence Board, helping pass 30 state and local laws to reduce the gun 
death rate.
My community service:
• The Mediation Society Board of Directors
• The Congress of Neutrals, Supervise and Mentor Novice Mediators
• Legal Community Against Violence Board Member and Treasurer
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• San Francisco Women Lawyers Alliance, President
• American Jewish Congress, Pacific Northwest Region Vice-President 
• The Bar Association of San Francisco Fee Dispute Program,
• Jack Berman Advocacy Center, Chair of the Board, using social programs to 

train at-risk youth to de-escalate violence prone situations and to use art to 
express their experiences with gun violence 

• Lawyers Committee for Civil Rights, providing pro bono legal services to 
emerging minority-owned and economically disadvantaged businesses

2)What are three issues/pieces of legislation that you would champion if elected to 
office?

All people who have business in our San Francisco courts need to feel 
confident that the court is listening to what they have to say and to trust 
that they are being treated equally and fairly regardless or their gender, 
race, religion, age, ethnicity, or sexual orientation. This is particularly 
important with regards to criminal sentencing because data indicates 
disparate treatment of men of minority ethnicity. This will be my highest 
priority on the bench. I would work with colleagues to examine the 
practices and procedures of the court, including training of staff, with a 
focus towards improving delivery of service with improved efficiency and 
courtesy. 
I will work to obtain more funding for the court. Our judicial system is by 
far the most poorly funded of the three branches of government. All judicial 
seats need to be filled and the number of support staff increased. 
Technology should be examined for ways to make delivery of operations 
more efficient. I will join my colleagues on existing efforts for increased 
funding as well as encourage new approaches to delivery of services 
utilizing the best technology possible.
I will promote maximum use of alternative dispute resolution procedures. I 
believe the court system could make better use of the vast resources in the 
community of mediation and other neutral services in civil cases. 

3)How have you been an advocate for the LGBTQ community? Please provide specific 
examples.

I have been a good, supportive friend to my friends in the LGBTQ 
community.

When disparaging comments are made in reference to the LGBTQ 
community or individuals, I speak up for respect, tolerance and 
embracing differences.
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In 1989, I advocated for the hiring of a dear friend of mine, an African-
American gay man, as an associate attorney in the law firm that I 
worked at as an associate attorney.  Sadly, my friend died from AIDS, 
but he appointed me executor and trustee of his family trust. It has 
been an honor to serve his family, and I continue to do so today.

4)LGBTQ elders face a number of challenges, including finding affordable housing, 
accessing health care and a general lack of services. Older people living with HIV 
face similar challenges. If you were elected, what would you do to help address 
these challenges?  **

5)Similarly, LGBTQ youth face challenges including bullying and a high rate of 
homelessness if ostracized by their families. If you are elected, what would you do 
to help these youth?  **

6)Supervised injection facilities or drug consumption facilities have been shown to 
reduce new HIV and hepatitis infections, overdose deaths, and public drug use, and 
to increase linkage to medical care and substance use treatment and save money, 
yet they remain controversial and illegal. If you are elected, what would you do to 
advocate for supervised injection sites?  **

7)Do you support repeal or reform of the Ellis Act? What would you do to fight for 
housing affordability?  **

8)What kind of reform of Prop 13 is needed, if any? Would you support a split-roll 
property tax system?  **

9)What is your position on online voting? If you support, what would you do to 
implement a secure online voting system?  **

PART 2: Yes/No Questionnaire
Please check Yes or No for each question. 

GENERAL               YES       NO
1. Are you registered to vote as a Democrat? X
1. Have you ever run for elected office before? X
1. Do you have a campaign consultant? If so, who: Stearns 

Consultin
g

1. Have you ever sought the Milk Club endorsement in the past? X

** A candidate running for judicial office is distinguished from candidates 
running for other political offices in that the position of judge is one where there 
is an expectation of neutrality and impartiality with the ability to make decisions 
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based on the law rather than personal opinion. Judicial candidates as well as 
judges are subject to the Code of Judicial Ethics.

California Code of Judicial Ethics, Canon 5B(1)(a) provides that:

(1)A candidate for judicial office or an applicant seeking appointment to judicial 
office shall not: 

(a) make statements to the electorate or the appointing authority that commit 
the candidate or the applicant with respect to cases, controversies, or 
issues that are likely to come before the courts, or …(b) [not relevant]

 Canon 3E(3)(a) provides:

"Judges shall disqualify themselves in accordance with the following:  

(a) Statements that commit the judge to a particular result.

A judge is disqualified if the judge, while a judge or candidate for judicial 
office, has made a statement, other than in a court proceeding, judicial 
decision, or opinion, that a person aware of the facts might reasonable 
believe commits the judge to reach a particular result or rule in a 
particular way."

The Judicial code of ethics states clearly that Judicial candidates “shall not make 
statements to the electorate or the appointing authority that commit the candidate 
or the applicant with respect to cases, controversies, or issues that are likely to 
come before the courts.”  At the same time, it says, “Judges and candidates for 
judicial office are entitled to entertain their personal views on political questions. 
They are not required to surrender their rights or opinions as citizens.”

Some if not all of the questions posed buy the Harvey milk LGBT Democratic club 
above mark by asterisks and those below could clearly come before the courts 
and therefore would be improper to take a position on. However, I would like to 
share with you some of my personal views and values.  I believe that all 
Californians should be treated equally under the law, as guaranteed by our 
constitution and the United States constitution, and regardless of an individual’s 
race, gender, age, income, education or sexual orientation.  I have been extremely 
active throughout my life in organizations that promote the empowerment of 
women and reducing deaths from gun use.  My strongest belief is that an 
impartial, hardworking and committed judiciary is one of best guarantors of equal 
rights for all, and that is one of the reasons I am a candidate for Superior Court 
Judge.

As a judge I will uphold and enforce the law to the best of my ability, setting aside 
any personal views or feelings that I may or may not have.  It is the duty and 
responsibility of the judge to not personally seek a particular result, but to 
provide a fair hearing for all persons who come before the court so that all parties 
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have access to justice. To take or state a position too strongly one way or the 
other might interfere with a fair hearing and a fair determination of the particular 
matter before the court in accordance with the law.  

I would like to add that I have submitted a similar chart of questions as those 
below to the Judicial Ethics Committee for its advice. A member of the Judicial 
Ethics Committee submitted my request to the full committee but in an informal 
response stated that I should not simply answer that I support or oppose any 
particular question as that could easily be misinterpreted to mean that I am 
committing to that position.  

If I receive the opinion of the full committee prior to our March 15th meeting and 
that opinion provides that I may indeed fill in the chart of questions below, I will 
do so. 

LGBTQ ISSUES  **
1. Do you fully support same-sex marriage equality?
1. Do you support anti-discrimination laws for lesbian, gay, bisexual, 

and transgender people? 
1. Do you support including full transgender health benefits in Covered 

California health plans? 
1. Do you support public funding for employment development for 

transgender individuals?

TENANT, HOUSING, AND DEVELOPMENT ISSUES    **
1. Do you support rent control?
1. Have you ever been involved as homeowner, buyer or agent in the 

eviction of a tenant?

RACIAL AND IMMIGRATION JUSTICE ISSUES    **
1. Do you support driver’s licenses for undocumented persons?
1. Do you support localities allowing noncitizens to vote in local 

elections, including but not limited to school board?
1. Do you support the protection of due process for immigrant youth 

accused of crime?
1. Do you support the DREAM Act?

SOCIAL JUSTICE, HEALTH, NIGHTLIFE AND LABOR ISSUES   **      YES       NO
1. Do you support capital punishment (death penalty)?
1. Do you support the decriminalization of sex work?
1. Did you support Prop 35 in November 2012?
1. Did you support Sen. Leno's 2013 bill (or at least the concept) to 

allow localities to allow bars to serve liquor until 4 AM?

5



1. Do you support reducing simple drug possession from a felony to a 
misdemeanor? 

1. Do you support the legalization, taxation, and regulation of adult 
recreational use of marijuana?

1. Do you support a woman’s right to choose and access a safe and 
legal abortion under all circumstances?

1. Have you ever crossed a union picket line or violated a union 
boycott?

1. Do you support the Domestic Workers’ Bill of Rights?

EDUCATION AND YOUTH ISSUES   **
1. Did you support AB 1266 (rights for transgender students)?
1. Do you support the Common Core education standards?
1. Do you support lowering the threshold to pass a local parcel tax for 

education to 55%?

ENVIRONMENTAL AND TRANSPORTATION ISSUES   **
1.  Do you support California's high speed rail plans?
1. Do you support Governor Brown's Delta Tunnels plan?
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